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Introduction
Cornwall is an ancient land.  The remains of early man are everywhere: hut circles, round bar-

rows, tumuli, Christian crosses carved and erected before memory.  Myths and legends abound.

The first Cornishmen to discover how to work with metals - iron, bronze and tin - practised and 
developed their skills and passed them down generation to generation, father to son.

It may be idle fancy, but when I go there I can “feel” the link between those people of long long 
ago passing directly to me, a 20th century descendant of the 19th century blacksmiths of Tresparret.

This history has been a fascinating and exciting voyage of discovery, and I must thank all the 
kind family members who have been so generous to me in so many ways.  I have recorded all the 
facts known to me down to the present day, with the exception of the descendants of Robert and 
Alice’s first two children, William, and Mary Jane.  William is my ancestor and I have far too much 
information of later generations to incorporate into this account.  Mary Jane’s descendant, Rosemary 
Gitsham, a far more erudite family history researcher than myself, is a member of the Cory Society 
and may be contacted through them.  Rosemary Holloway who is the descendant of Robert and 
Alice’s fifth child, James, is another member.

Anyone wishing to find out more about the Cory family of Tresparret may contact the Cory 
Society.  The Society is a member of the Guild of One-Name Studies, and also of the Federation 
of Family History Societies, whose addresses are available at any County Record Office or large 
public library.

More information is available through the Cornwall and Jersey  records.  However, I feel the 
time has come tor me to write down all I know, and hope that others may use this account as a 
stepping-stone to a more detailed history.

The County Records Office in Truro house all the records of Cornwall.  Amongst them is the 
“Church Book” for the Parish of St. Juliot.  This is a very dilapidated tome, stained with water and 
the binding worn away at the edges.  Obviously it had not been cared for in the church, but per-
haps the building was in such a bad condition it was impossible to store anything safely.  In March 



1870, the author and poet, Thomas Hardy, was sent by his employer, G.  R.  Crickmay, to survey 
and measure the building prior to repair and restoration.  At this time it was in a very poor and run 
down condition which explains the state of the Book.  The church overlooks the valley of the little 
River Valency, which flows north into the sea at Boscastle, not far from Tintagel.  

Farther to the east of St. Juliot is the parish of St. Gennys, the church sited high on the cliffs over-
looking the sea.  I understand the St. Gennys High Cliff at 730ft.  is the highest cliff in all England.  
Coming from the west the road makes a very steep climb.  A windswept spot! The Parish Records 
here contain many Corys, and there are several Cory graves in the churchyard. There was almost 
certainly a Celtic church here around 650 AD but one must add that many Celtic churches were 
merely meeting places with perhaps only a rough timber building.  These churches were usually 
built where there was a well.  On the outside of the tower is a “pretty stone construction which says 
that it is the Holy Well of St. Gennys.  Historians think that this is not the correct spot for the holy 
well and that it is more likely to have been the well in the front of the church on the grassy slope.  
Many of the older people of St. Gennys remember this well in use.” The font is made of greenstone, 
mined locally at Tintagel.  This font was placed in the church by the Normans in about 1170.  So 
for over 800 years it has been used to baptise St. Gennys babies, without doubt some of them our 
ancestors.  Unfortunately, as at St. Juliot, the Victorians came to restore St. Gennys church, their work 
described in the church guide: “they found a wonderland of oak, and left a wilderness of pine.” 
However, without the Victorians a lot of these old buildings would have fallen down and become 
ruins.  St. Juliot was certainly in a terrible state before it was “restored” in Thomas Hardy’s time.  

A particularly poignant St. Gennys memorial inscribed on a slate slab now set in the threshold 
of a door leading from the churchyard on the south side of the nave, reads: “Sacred to the memory 
of Rebecca, the wife of James Cory (of the parish of St. Juliot) who was interred the 12th July 1824, 
in the 26th year of her age”.  Inscribed at what would have been the top of the stone are, on the left, 
an hourglass set in a circle with the words “life, how short” and, on the right hand corner, a double 
circle enclosing a heart with a diagonal line drawn through it and the words “eternity, how long”.  
I wonder if Rebecca, perhaps of St. Gennys, married James and went to live with him at St. Juliot, 
then died in childbirth and was brought back to her home parish to lie among her ancestors.  It is 
sad that after such a relatively short time the stone should have been taken for such a utilitarian 
purpose leaving her grave unmarked and unknown.

The marriage register in St. Gennys starts in 1754, the first mention of a Cory being Elizabeth 
Cory who married William Parsons in April 1757.  Baptisms start in 1775 with the first Cory, Charles, 
the base child of Elizabeth Cory in 1777 (no chance of hiding your shame from your family and 
friends in those days).  The next Cory entry was of another Elizabeth, daughter of William and 
Grace, on 21st January 1781.  The first Cory burial is that of William on October 25th, 1775.  If there 
are earlier records, I have not seen them.  They must be somewhere, because the I.G.I.  Records 
list earlier dates.  One entry in the St. Gennys register, of a much later date, concerns this account: 
Richard Budge, Farmer (born 1796) and his wife Ann (born 1801) had a daughter, Grace, who later 
married my Great-grandfather William, who was the first child of Robert and Alice.  Ann was only 
16 or 17 when Grace was born.

According to the Cory Society’s records, William Cory married Elizabeth (who died in 1792) 
and they had 9 children, all baptised at St. Gennys.  In order of birth they were Robert (1747), Grace 
(1748), Richard (1752 died in infancy), Richard (1754), Margaret (1756), William (1759), James (1761), 
Thomazin (1762), & Charles (1764).  Cory Society records place the first born, Robert, as having 
married Joan whose 5th child, Robert, married Alice French.  (To complete the picture of the family, 
his siblings were (in order of birth) (and according to the Cory Society) l.  Mary, born 1769 at Ot-
terham, 2.  Kathleen born 1771 Warbstow, 3.  Margaret born ?, 4.  William, born 1781, and 5.  Robert 
above mentioned born 1788).  In the St. Juliot records I have found that Robert, son of Robert and 



North Cornwall, showing Locations of Tresparret and Davidstowe

Joan Corry (sic) was christened on 29.6.1788 and Margaret, their daughter, on 22.1.1792.  I think 
this is conclusively “our” Robert.

A family called French lived in Davidstow.  This was a fairly common name in the Parish.  John 
French married Mary Jewell in 1783 and they had a family of 11 children over the years 1784 - 1808.  
Their sixth child was a daughter, Ann, who married John Martin in 1816.  Their line has been re-
searched by Joy Miller and should by now be deposited with the C.R.O.  in Truro.  John and Mary’s 
fourth child was Alice who was born in 1790.  I suggest it was she who married “our” Robert in 1811.

This is the background to Robert Cory and Alice French who were married in Davidstow in 1811 
and went to live in the village of Tresparret in the parish of St. Juliot.  The marriage was witnessed 
by Edward Jenkin who may have been the bridegroom’s best man, a good friend, or a member 
of one of the families.  Both illiterate (he signed the register with an upturned V and she with a 
cross), many of their family were fortunate enough to learn to read and write at their local Sunday 
School and went on to become respectable and useful members of their local communities, some 
very highly regarded indeed.



Chapter One
Robert & Alice 
1811 - 1830

Come with me to Davidstow.  Stand at the bottom of the slope looking up towards the granite 
built parish church.  A spring-fed stream runs through the nearby field and past the boundary of 
the graveyard.  Like all West Country streams it is a little garden in its own right, with primroses, 
ferns, stitchwort and wild spurge growing in the damp soil.  Come through the churchyard gate, 
a Cornish “coffin gate”, the entrance split in the centre by a wall topped with a flat stone which 
used to give the bearers a rest before taking the coffin up again and into the church.

On 4th April, 1811, Alice French and Robert Cory were married in this church and left by the 
West door looking across towards Davidstow Moor, the gorse glowing gold in the hedges, the 
final hymn ringing in their ears.  There was no custom of white weddings in those days, but Alice 
would have worn a new dress for the occasion, probably hand made at home.  .  

Robert’s family mostly lived in the parishes of St. Gennys and St. Juliot which were only a few 
miles away, so the younger members walked over and the older ones came on horseback or by 
some form of wheeled transport such as a wagon.  

Alice was the fourth of the eleven children of John French and Mary Jewell, and there would 
have been a big party at the French family home before the young couple set off on the journey 
north over Otterham Down.  They would have travelled back perhaps in a borrowed trap or wagon 
or maybe on horseback, Alice riding side-saddle in front of her young husband and the journey 
marked with many hugs and kisses.

Robert at the time of his marriage was a husbandman, which is something similar to a small-
holder of today.  He would have leased a piece of land to support animals and the growing of 
crops, self sufficient for most basic daily needs.  He always kept animals and grew vegetables in his 
garden to feed the family.  Four years after his marriage, he was working in the forge at Tresparret.  
Perhaps his father had died and left him the family business.  Blacksmithing was the family trade, 
being passed down from father to son.  Several Corys in the area were blacksmiths according to 
census returns.

The family were well known in the area as respectable and God-fearing folk, members of the 
local Methodist congregation .  In his late teens Robert had been a regular churchgoer but as he 
became older he was teased by his contemporaries and gradually fell out of the habit, although 
after his marriage he joined the Bible Christians and was a very active member in his village.  

Alice’s Father was probably a local farmer.  This was a family occupation if one looks at the 
graves of the French families in the Davidstow churchyard.  When she went to Jersey she ran a 
successful butcher’s business, and she probably learnt the basics of this trade when she was a 
girl at home.  In the 17th and 18th centuries, farms were run as a business with the farmer’s wife 
having a crucial role.  As well as the management of the household, she was responsible for the 
servants, the buying and selling of some of the livestock, and the marketing of produce .  Farmers’ 
daughters were therefore well schooled in the running of a home and business before they left to 
marry.  Alice was well known in the neighbourhood of Tresparret and long after she had left was 
remembered for the long distances she travelled to help and comfort the sick, poor and distressed.  
She must have been a very practical and resourceful lady.

Alice joined the Bible Christians not long after Robert, and together they made a strong team to 
foster and nurture their faith.  William Bryan (also known as O’Bryan), the founder and leader of 



the Bible Christians, visited their home many times, and it was there the quarterly meetings were 
held before the first little chapel at Tresparret was built.  This building is opposite the present chapel, 
and became the Sunday School.  Preachers would travel from village to village, and the Corys were 
always happy to offer overnight hospitality to any church member who needed it.  

In those days most children never had the opportunity to learn to read and write.  It was not until 
the passing of the Education Acts of 1870 and 1876 that education was provided free to all children. 
As Robert’s business prospered he had to employ a man to keep the accounts.  From him, he soon 
learnt the basics of arithmetic and was able to work out his calculations and set them down in a 
legible hand.  The St. Juliot Church Book of the time records Robert making hinges, screws etc.  for 
the church building but the main part of his work would have been for farmers, shoeing horses and 
oxen, making and repairing parts of harness and producing and mending farm machinery such as 
ploughs, wagon wheels and the like.  Neither Robert nor Alice was ever able to read the printed 
word.  Churches and chapels offered the only chance to learn the three R’s and we can be sure this 
is where their children were given the opportunity to become literate as indeed they all were.

Nine babies arrived in quick succession, of whom eight survived infancy, and one has a picture 
of a busy and united family.  The eldest, a son, was followed by two girls who were always busy 
with their mother around the house and looking after their five little brothers.  Both parents took 
an active part in the life of the community where they lived and were well known and respected, 
he through the business and she by her many acts of kindness to others.  Their religious convic-
tions introduced them to many other people.  Altogether Robert and Alice must have led a happy 
and satisfying life.

Disaster struck in 1830.  There was an epidemic in the locality, probably of typhus fever.  That 
summer, Alice caught it.  Twelve days later William, the eldest boy, fell sick.  Then Robert became 
ill.  He died 12 days later aged only 43.  Alice, left at the age of 40 with eight children, the eldest 
aged 18 and the youngest only a year old, must have been devastated.

Robert’s funeral service was a “solemn and impressive occasion”, held in the open air due to 
the many people present who came from the adjacent eight or nine parishes.  After his death the 
children may have been dispersed amongst the family - we have no way of telling what happened.  
I do know that in the census of 1841, eleven years after Robert’s death, Alice was recorded as liv-
ing with little Moses, her youngest child, in the household of her son Richard aged 20 and his wife 
Elizabeth, together with their year old son William.  Richard is described as a blacksmith and must 
have learnt the trade from some other member of the family and had taken over his father’s forge.  

(Richard and Elizabeth stayed in Tresparret all their lives, and are buried in the graveyard of 
the little chapel there, close by another Robert and Maria, his wife.  It is interesting to find that 
this Robert was a blacksmith in St. Juliot at the time of the 1841 census and I wonder if perhaps he 
was Richard’s cousin and later a partner in the business.  Robert was obviously a Cory name.  As 
in those days it was the custom to call the eldest son by the name of his Grandfather it makes the 
cousinly connection even more likely.  I have also noted two other Corys in the area at that time, a 
Henry in St. Gennys and a John at Pencuke, both blacksmiths by trade.  They were probably also 
cousins and the St. Gennys connection is especially interesting as this was the childhood home of 
Grace Budge, the wife of Alice and Robert’s first son, William, of whom more later).

Our family is very lucky in having written records available to us which were published as 
“Memoirs” in the Bible Christian Journals at the time of the deaths of various members of the fam-
ily.  Naturally, these reports put great emphasis on the religious life of the dead person, and were 
often written with great affection.  I have paraphrased Robert’s memorial as follows:-

Robert Cory was born at Tresparett in the parish of St. Juliot about 1788.  His father was a black-
smith and well known for his uprightness and industry.  We know that his mother outlived him.



He attended Methodist meetings in the Boscastle district from about the age of 15 on an irregular 
basis, but had no friend willing to accompany him and had to put up with much teasing about his 
religious ideals when working in his father’s shop.  (This was not necessarily a shop in the modern 
sense of the word.  It could mean “workshop” and in this particular case meant a blacksmith’s 
shop, or forge).  He grew less and less inclined to go to meetings as he grew older and gave no great 
thought to serious matters; he had a great sense of humour and could always see the funny side 
of things.  However, he did rejoin the Methodists - based at St. Gennys - soon after his marriage, 
and often invited them to preach at his house, content to remain with the community until his late 
20s.  His wife used to worry about him walking to St. Gennys when there were Bible Christian 
meetings in their own village (although at this juncture she had neither the time or inclination to 
join any religious group herself).  She was often heard to say to him, “according to you it seems the 
Lord is not to be found anywhere else but at St. Gennys”, and she tried hard to get him to join the 
local Bible Christians.  To please her, he did attend one of their meetings, but was embarrassed by 
the noise the congregation made during the services, and wondered if the participants were really 
sincere! He and Alice, together with his brother William, later attended a watchnight service held 
by the Bible Christians at Lesnewth (a village just up the road). After the service, Robert asked his 
brother William and his wife to return home and whilst chatting he suddenly felt God was talking 
to him.  He asked William to pray with him, and subsequently joined the Bible Christian Society 
in Tresparret, assisting at meetings and being as helpful as he was able.

The memoir mentions that Robert had “many trying things to pass through, which came from 
a close quarter.  And modesty compels me to leave it in silence.” As a loving father, he must have 
been distressed by the death in infancy of one of his three daughters.  Another family story says 
that Mary was deaf.  At any rate, he was admired by his friends at the way he overcame whatever 
these “trying things” were.

Naturally an honest man, he could never understand why some of his creditors were so bad 
at settling their debts when he, in turn, tried to settle his debts promptly.  He would worry about 
losing business and what would happen to his family for whom he was, and naturally felt, entirely 
responsible.

He often felt unwell, probably just very tired, and would go and lie on his bed.  One winter 
afternoon of severe frost and snow, his sheep got out onto a neighbour’s land.  The neighbour was 
furious and very cruel whilst driving the animals off (and into Robert’s garden).  Robert became 
very angry.  He prayed for the strength to stop himself taking action against the neighbour and 
was delighted to find he no longer felt the urge to do so.

In the spring before his death, he was asked to become a Bible Christian class leader at Tresparret 
and, although he felt he was not sufficiently qualified, he was persuaded to take on the job and did 
it well.  He was especially popular with the young people.  His sense of humour must have been a 
great help in this regard! Very conscientious, he hardly ever missed a meeting even though he was 
often hindered on weekday evenings by callers to the forge wanting work done.  He often finished 
late on a Saturday night, but was always up early the next day for the Sabbath meetings - which 
were at 6 a.m.  during the summer months. Meetings were not always held in the village and one 
meeting place mentioned in the Memoir was on Condoulden Barrow near Tintagel, so people were 
obviously expected to travel relatively long distances from time to time.

During the summer of 1830 there was an epidemic in the neighbourhood of a “malignant fever” 
afflicting the old and the young.  Alice caught it and, as she recovered, Robert became ill and on 
26th July he took to his bed.  A preacher called on the 9th August and read some extracts from the 
Bible to him which gave him much pleasure, not being able to read himself and not having much 
read to him. His eldest son William, the only one capable of managing the business, was also ill.  
He and his father shared the same room, and both lay worrying that the business would have to 
be left to strangers to run.  His wife and daughters were worn out with fatigue, Alice hardly over 
her bout of illness, the nursing of the sick and the little ones to care for - the baby not a year old.  



Knowing Robert’s brother was coming to a prayer meeting, they decided to ask him to call with a 
view to asking for his help.  But then Robert wondered if it was wrong to worry when he should 
put his faith in God to see him through.  So he ended up deciding not to approach his brother, 
hoping that the outstanding work at the forge could be put off until he and William had recovered.

However, Robert’s life was nearing its end.  As he realised this he became more and more de-
pressed and for three days was inconsolable.  But his natural optimism helped him, and he told a 
visitor just three days before his death that he felt his soul was already in heaven, brought back to 
this life only when the pain became too severe.  His life slowly ebbed away, and at about 2 o’clock 
on the morning of 21st August 1830 he died, his family by his bedside.

The following extract taken word by word from the Memoir will show how greatly he was missed.

“It remains to mention a few things respecting his character.  He was of an honest principle, 
of warm and strong passions, and therefore bold and fearless in his turn of mind.  He was also of 
an open, free, loving and cheerful disposition.  He had a strong musical voice and he was a good 
singer being acquainted with a great number of good tunes, which being accompanied by the grace 
of God, made him the more useful to a religious community.  As a neighbour, he was courteous, 
peaceable, kind and beloved.  As a husband, he was loving, sympathising, and long suffering to-
wards his wife.  As a father, he was affectionate, loving, patient and lenient towards his children.  
He was a diligent and good workman at his trade.”

At a time when parents were often very stern and strict with their children, Robert left his family 
the memory of a kind and loving father.  This has been passed down through later generations of 
male members of the Cory family as I know from the memories my father held of his father, James, 
which I hold of my father James Reginald, and which Rosemary Holloway, also of my generation, 
holds of her father, another James.

Alice & her Children
From left: Mary, Jane, William, Richard, James, John, Abram, Moses



Further Note on the St Gennys/Boscastle Area
(St. Gennys is mentioned above.  The parish includes Crackington Haven, which is now a very 

quiet cove approached on either side by steep hills.  Like many coves in Cornwall, it is at the end 
of a valley through which a stream runs to the sea.  I assume the stream has slowly worn away 
the rock to form the valley.  A century and more ago roads were very primitive, and most heavy 
goods which had to be imported - particularly coal and lime - were brought in by boat.  However 
St. Gennys, because of its location, could only be landed by boats which were run up onto the beach 
at high tide, and it never became anything other than a handy loading point.

Boscastle on the other hand has a fairly large natural sheltered harbour and the only possible 
location for consideration along 40 miles of the rocky and dangerous north Cornish coast.  Even so, 
it was a difficult entrance and boats were either towed or “hobbled” in by “hobbler” boats manned 
by eight oarsmen.  The National Trust have published a very interesting booklet about Boscastle 
which makes fascinating reading, tracing the history of the area back to Iron Age.  It developed into 
a very busy port.  (By the mid 18th century there were 18 “ale pubs” in the place).  Shipbuilding 
was one local trade.  Fish cellars, wharves for the export of slate and import of coal, iron, and other 
heavy goods were built and it was the focus of business for the whole area.  In 1850 at the peak of 
trade, 300 ships a year were visiting the port.  Cornwall always had a history of smuggling, and 
Revenue Men were based in the area.  During the Napoleonic Wars (1793-1815) Press Gangs would 
visit the place - I cannot think of anything more terrifying and it just amazes me that this was a 
legalized practice.  A Methodist Chapel was built c.1800 by a wealthy Boscastle merchant whose 
ship had been chased by the French and escaped.  In what was obviously such a rough district the 
more respectable local people must have been very thankful.  St. Juliot, the local church, is not very 
close by and I would imagine Boscastle people did not visit it often.

The surrounding area was largely self-sufficient in food, but anything else needed would probably 
have been obtained in Boscastle.  At the time of the 1841 census there were 1,000 people living in 
the two parishes whereas now there are only 800 and we have the means to go much farther afield 
in our cars.  Walking up the very steep and narrow main street of the village which lies to the west 
of the once busy harbour area, there is no hint of how it once must have been.  The first National 
School was built in 1843, replaced in 1878 by another which is still used, and a Methodist chapel 
still stands.  All the other buildings are now private houses, the front doors opening directly on to 
the street, and yet only 250 years ago there were tailors, a cordwainer, woolcomber and maltster 
carrying on business there).



Chapter 2
Alice
1830 - 1872

The years following Robert’s death were not easy for Alice.  She missed being able to talk things 
over with him, his voice, the touch of his hand.  She was able to stay in the family home and her 
eldest son, William, continued with the business to provide an income.  

Like most women of her time, her nineteen years of marriage had been marked by a pregnancy 
almost every other year.  Although in those days girls were brought up to believe this to be a wom-
an’s duty, the continual birth of child after child had dominated her daily life.  At Robert’s death   
William was 18, the next two in age were the girls, Jane, 17, and Mary, 14  (who would have been 
a great help with the younger boys), Richard, 12, James, 9, John, 7 , Abram 4 and the baby Moses.  
Each child who could help would have had its job, looking after the animals and crops, cleaning 
the house and caring for the little ones, all planned and organised by their mother.  Of course in 
those days many children left home quite early to serve apprenticeships, so it is quite possible the 
elder children had left home by the age of 12 or so.  Certainly John was apprenticed to a tailor at 
St. Gennys at this age.

In the 1841 census eleven years after Robert’s death, Richard is noted as “Head” of the family of 
himself, with Elizabeth his wife, and their first child.  The enumerator left a gap after their names 
before bracketing together Alice (occupation, nurse) and Moses aged 12 (occupation, smith).  From 
this I suppose that it was acknowledged that whilst Alice was living under the same roof as her son, 
his family was considered a separate one from her own.  The rest of the children were either away 
from the house on that night or - more likely - had already left home to pursue their own activities.  
I know that both William and Jane were married by this date.  Alice’s occupation “nurse” in this 
census prompts me to the conclusion that she was a nurse to the community, rather the same as the 
district nurse of today.  It is written in her obituary that “in cases of affliction she often travelled 
long distances to afford relief and comfort to the sufferers; and in other ways she has been known 
to render most valuable assistance and great consolation to the poor and distressed.  To this day 
her kindnesses are gratefully remembered by those old neighbours who have survived her” - and 
this was written twenty or so years after she had left Tresparret.

The following gives a picture of how life at the Tresparret blacksmith’s shop would have been 
all those years ago.

“One of the most important craftsmen in every parish was the blacksmith.  His forge, with its 
glowing fire and musical sounds of iron on iron, was often a favourite meeting place for young and 
old, a pleasant centre of news and gossip for the elders, and a never-failing delight for the children.  
Here, besides shoeing, they might watch ironwork of every kind in progress.  The smith made agri-
cultural implements and ploughs for the farmers, buisting irons for shepherds to use in earmarking 
their sheep, bars, hooks, every type of hinge, screws, nails, and a variety of other articles needed for 
the village.  Sometimes he turned his hand to more ornamental work like weathervanes, or brackets 
in lovely designs of flowers and leaves for the church.  Many of the beautiful wrought-iron gates that 
are still to be seen on big estates up and down the country were made by local blacksmiths, and so 
were some of the finest frames for innkeepers’ signs.  But the smith’s most important work was that 
of shoeing horses.  This called for much sound veterinary knowledge as well as skills in metals.  A 
modern shoeing smith who wishes to become a master farrier has to pass a very stiff examination 
in horse anatomy and the proper treatment of foot diseases.  He has to know how to treat diseased 
or damaged feet, and how to make and fit shoes that will allow for natural horn growth and foot 
expansion.  In Victorian times, when horses were numerous on every farm, the smith’s knowledge 
was even more important than it is today.  Very often he was the only man in the district with any 



real veterinary skill: and, since a horse’s health depends largely upon proper shoeing, his careful 
work was of the utmost value to all the farmers in the neighbourhood.” 

And, from another book,

“The correct hanging of a field gate was an act of skill which necessitated the folk-craft of both 
carpenter and blacksmith.  It had to be done so that the gate would shut and fasten by itself, and 
yet remain open when pushed back to its full extent.  All this could be achieved by proper arrange-
ment of the hinges, called gate hooks and thimbles.  These were made by the local smiths, who had 
always made them to an order from which there was no deviation; the bottom hook and thimble 
were longer than the top ones, to allow for the increased projection of the lower hinges which gave 
to the gate the action described.

The hooks were driven into the post and the thimbles into the larger end of the gate, called the 
“harr”.  To both hooks and thimbles the blacksmith welded flanges of thin iron (called wings), with 
holes in for nailing them to the post and gate to strengthen them.  This type of hammered hinge may 
still be seen on many old gates.  The making of those hinges, and the method of hanging the field 
gate were, undoubtedly, examples of unchanged folk-craft: systems handed down, and reproduced 
without thought or question, from the days before machine-rolled bars, when iron was beaten into 
shape, by hand, on the anvil.”

My dentist recently gave me another little bit of information.  (1998).  He is probably in his early 
50s, and previously practised in Bodmin.  He told me that he once had a very old patient who could 
remember, in his youth, that a blacksmith used to be found in Bodmin Market.  This blacksmith 
would “draw” people’s teeth.  The “patient” would be given quite a few drinks beforehand by his 
friends and when he had become sufficiently inebriated and in a happy frame of mind, his friends 
would hold him down whilst the offending tooth was removed.  I wonder if our ancestors ever 
carried out such a service.  It is not recorded!

The little Cory boys grew up helping in the forge, first of all getting water from the pump, or 
using the bellows to redden up the fire, later trying the more difficult or dangerous tasks such as 
holding a shoe in the tongs and placing it on the fire until it was hot enough for their big brother to 
work and offer up to the horse’s hoof.  Richard certainly learnt his trade in this way, ready to take 
over when his big brother left home and married.

The agricultural slump at the end of the Napoleonic wars, followed by the Corn Laws (which 
were eventually repealed in 1846) affected many of the inhabitants of the rural areas of this coun-
try.  Prosperity for farming communities decreased according to how far they were from the new 
industrial centres of the Midlands and the North.  Cornwall was a long way from any factory area 
and I wonder if this was why, in 1841, Jane and her husband decided to leave Cornwall for Jersey, 
looking to another area in an attempt to make a better life for their family.  Going to Jersey never 
broke off contact with the rest of the family and, indeed, Jane came home on visits giving such 
glowing reports of life in Jersey that her brother John decided to follow.  By then, Alice’s position 
was probably becoming quite difficult as Richard’s family grew larger.  The house in Tresparret 
now called Forge Cottage is probably the house where they lived and it is very small.  She decided 
to leave Cornwall for Jersey, travelling on one of the paddle steamers then in service.  Her unmar-
ried daughter Mary accompanied her.

A Bible Christian Society had already been set up on the island and the Corys settled in well with 
a new circle of friends and acquaintances happy to welcome them and make them feel at home.  
What an undertaking the move to Jersey must have been! And how exciting! I wonder if Alice had 
had the chance to visit the Island before making her final decision.  I am sure she would have placed 



herself in God’s hands and was not likely to suffer from cold feet.

Once in Jersey she took up residence in Cheapside, St. Helier.  Alice had no intention of moving 
in with any of her married children.  She set up in business as a pork butcher, probably using skills 
she had learnt before her marriage and with at least one young man to assist her.  At the age of 80 
(in the 1871 census) she was still trading.  There is a big covered market in St. Helier and she may 
have had a shop there.

Eventually all the children except Richard, who stayed on in Tresparret, came over to Jersey.  The 
boys all ended up owning their own businesses and were respected members of the community.

Top Row: Richard, James, John, Abram
Lower Row: William, Alice, Jane, Mary, Moses 

 In old age Alice was comfortably placed, and at the time of her death her daughter Mary was 
still living with her. (Mary’s marriage in 1853 is a bit of a mystery, as yet unsolved.  She may have 
been living with her mother as a widow, I just do not know).  Alice employed a young maid to help 
in the house and appeared to enjoy good health.  On the night she died both her daughters were 
in the house,  Mary  sharing her mother’s room, and  perhaps Alice had been  feeling very unwell 
that evening.  Although she had walked upstairs to bed unaided.  She probably suffered a heart 
attack as, an hour or so after going to bed, she woke Mary, complaining of severe pain.  There was 
just time to call Jane before she suddenly stopped breathing and died, her two dear daughters at 
her side.  The date was Sunday 10th November, 1872.



She is buried at Almorah Cemetery in St. Helier.  This is situated on a hill above the town and 
at that time must have been a beautiful spot, looking out over the sea.  It is a private cemetery and 
grave space was bought by various families for their loved ones.  Alice’s grave had been bought 
by her son Abram.  Her little grand daughter Elizabeth, Abram’s child, who died aged two years 
and seven months, had been interred there in 1856 and altogether nine of the family are buried in 
this particular plot, ending with Abram’s wife, Mary Lee, in 1911.  The words on the gravestone, 
under Alice’s name, read “A Mother Indeed” which surely sums up how her family felt about her.  

She had made out her will on the 9th May, 1871.  In it she left the sum of five pounds to each of 
her children, William, Richard, James, John, Abram, Moses and Jane.  Everything else was left to 
her daughter Mary.  Her will was signed with a cross, “the mark of Alice Cory”.

So ended the life of a real Matriarch.  She was a kind and generous person, loving (and loved 
by) her family, friends and neighbours, of a most practical nature and not the sort of person to give 
up when faced with adversity.  I would love to have known her.

I have paraphrased her memoir as follows:-

Alice Cory was born in Davidstow in 1790.  Her parents were members of the Established Church 
as there was not much known in the neighbourhood respecting Evangelical religion.

Being one of a large family she entered into business at an early age.  She married Robert Cory at 
the age of 20 and then lived at Tresparret where her second son Richard now resides.  Her husband 
died about 44 years ago leaving her with a family of eight children to provide for.  During her 42 
years of widowhood she was always able to keep her own home.  Mrs.  Cory’s conversion to Christ, 
some years after her marriage, followed that of her husband.  Their house was a home for preachers 
from that time until she left for Jersey about 29 years ago.  In Jersey her special interests were always 
the relief of the poor “whom she never turned away empty” and the cause of Christian Missions.

She was particularly kind and motherly towards the young ministers who were sent to Jersey.  
She always cherished a particular affection for Wm.  E.  Moyses and when he died tragically young 
soon after he had left the island she would say she looked forward to him welcoming her arrival on 
“the other side of the river of death on the heavenly shore”.  (Wm.  Moyses’ eldest daughter Nellie 
later married her grandson James, son of her son William).  Just before her death Mr.  Dymond 
called to see her (The Dymond family always kept in touch with James and Nellie even after they 
had returned to England).  Two days before she died she is recorded as saying how pleased she 
was that her children had followed her religious beliefs and taken their place in the community of 
Bible Christians.  

It would seem by this time she no longer went to Church, she was no doubt quite frail by then, 
being 82 years old, or perhaps she did not attend church during the winter months.  At any rate, 
her son John called to see her after the evening service and read her a sermon which she said was 
“beautiful”.  She went up to bed at about 11 p.m., but shortly after midnight she was attacked by 
an unusual pain.  Mary was also in her bedroom and called Jane and together they helped Alice 
into a chair.  Soon after she quietly died “without a struggle”.

There were a large number of people at her funeral service, conducted in the Great Union Road 
Chapel before internment at Almorah.  On a subsequent Sunday evening her death was announced 
at all the Bible Christian places of worship in St. Helier, which demonstrates the high regard in 
which she was held in the Society.  



Among the final sentences of her Memoir the author had written “As a mother, six sons and two 
daughters survive to bless her memory.  As a “mother in Israel”, the whole band of Bible Christians 
in Jersey unite in glorifying God for the wisdom and grace made manifest in her life”.

THE WILL OF ALICE CORY

This is the last Will and Testament of me, Alice Cory, residing at St. Helier, Jersey, made this ninth day 
of May one thousand eight hundred and seventy one, as follows

I give, devise, and bequeath all my household furniture, ready money, securities for money, goods, and 
chattles, and all other my real and personal Estates and Effects whatsoever and wheresoever, unto my daughter 
Mary Cory, for her own absolute use and benefit according to the nature and quality thereof respectively, 
subject only to the payment of my just debts, funeral and testamentary expenses, the charges of proving and 
registering this my will, and the payment of the following Legacies, namely, the sum of Five Pounds British 
Sterling to each of my children, William Cory, Richard Cory, James Cory, John Cory, Abram Cory, Moses 
Cory and Jane Cory, their heirs executors, administrators and assigns.  The Legacies to be paid within Twelve 
Calendar Months from the time of my decease, And I appoint my daughter Mary Cory as the sole executrix 
of this my will, and hereby revoke all other wills.  In Witness hereof I have hereunto set my hand the day and 
year above written.

The Mark X of Alice Cory

Signed, published, and acknowledged by the said Alice Cory, as and for her last Will and Testament, in 
the presence of us, who in her presence, and at her request, and in the presence of each other, have subscribed 
our names as witnesses.

Henry Burch

William Ellery Moyses.

 (W.  E.  Moyses’ eldest daughter later married Alice’s grandson James, son of William).



THE CHILDREN OF ROBERT & ALICE

l. William, born 1812.

2.  Mary, known as Jane.  Born 1814

3.  Mary.  Born 1815

4.  Richard.  Born 1818

5.  James.  Born 1821

6.  John.  Born 1822

7.  Betsey.  Born 1824

8.  Abram.  Born 1826

9.  Moses.  Born 1829

(note: The last three children were baptised and their baptisms registered in the nonconform-
ist registers: nonconformists HAD to marry in the Anglican church from 1754-1837 but were not 
obliged to baptise their children there.  So if a couple marry and no children are found this can 
be due to their nonconformity).



Chapter 3
William,  Son of Robert.
1812-1892

The first child of Robert and Alice, William was 17 years old when his father died.  He was 
baptised in 1812 at St. Juliot’s Church, as were his two sisters and his brothers Richard, James and 
John.  This delightful little church stands on a slope above the Valency valley behind Boscastle and is 
famous for its connection with Thomas Hardy.  As a young architect, Hardy was sent to the church 
to prepare plans for much needed repairs and it was here he met Emma Gifford, his future wife.  
Her sister was married to the then Rector, the Revd.  Caddell Holder.  Hardy and Emma married 
four years later, in 1874.  Many of his most beautiful love poems are set in that part of Cornwall, 
written after Emma’s death in 1912.

There are no Cory graves in evidence in the churchyard but some of our ancestors will be buried 
there as the name appears in the parish registers.  It is a quite lovely place.  

William and his father worked together at the blacksmith’s shop in Tresparret.  In the summer 
of 1830 a “malignant fever” swept the neighbourhood.  Alice was infected in the July.  As she was 
recovering, William, and then Robert, became ill.  Father and son were ill in the same room, and 
so shared their concern about the business while they were too ill to look after it.  Robert died on 
21st August, having been ill for 26 days. William recovered and was able to continue the business, 
providing an income for the rest of the family.  

In April 1838, at the age of 26, William married 21 year old Grace, the daughter of a local farmer, 
Richard Budge, of Rosecare.  They married in St. Gennys Parish Church.  I would love to get hold 
of the registers to see if they were literate.  I think William would have learnt to read and write in 
Sunday School but I wonder if Grace had the opportunity as education for girls was not considered 
necessary in those days.

 Their first child was born at Langore 5 years later, in 1843.

(Richard, William’s next brother in age, married Elizabeth and their first child was born at Lane-
with in 1847.  This couple were living with Alice in Tresparret in the 1841 census.  Their second 
child was born in Tresparret in 1847.

From the above I would suggest that after their marriage William and his wife continued to live 
with his mother until 1841 when they left for Langore.  Richard then took over the forge, living in 
the old family home with Alice and her youngest, Moses.)

Forge Cottage is still in Langore, but I have been told the forge was actually a few doors down 
the street to the East.  (When Ron, one of the Gosport Corys, visited the village about 25 years ago 
he saw an old plough with the Cory name on it).  There was a chapel in the village, now converted 
into a private garage.  No doubt the family worshipped there.  Three boys and three girls were 
born in the house.  Langore is a little hamlet built on both sides of a road which is not much more 
than a lane, which leaves the village in a westerly direction meeting up with other lanes, but not 
leading to anywhere in particular.  Prospects for the advancement of a blacksmith’s business could 
not have been great.  At the time of the 1861 census the family were in Langore but the three eld-
est children were all away from home, doubtless pursuing training of some sort to earn their own 
living.  At some time after this William and Grace decided to follow other members of the family 
and move to Jersey.  



Grace died at the relatively young age of 62 years 11 months. When William grew old he gave 
up his home and went to live with his daughter Mary and her husband at Cheapside, St. Helier.  
William lived for a further 14 years after the loss of his dear wife, Grace. They now lie together for 
ever at Almorah.Their gravestone is still relatively easy to read and is as follows:

In Affectionate Remembrance of  
GRACE

The loving wife of  
WILLIAM CORY 

born at St Gennys Cornwall
 died at St. Helier 20 June 1877

 “If  we believe that Jesus died and was born again 
 Even so those also that sleep in Jesus will God bring with him”. 

 Also of  the said
 WILLIAM CORY 

born at St. Juliot Cornwall March 3rd 1812  
died at St. Helier January 17 1892

 “In peace will I lay me down and sleep
 For thou O Lord alone can in me dwell.”

“Free from sorrow and free from sin
 Passed beyond all grief  and pain

 Death for them is truest gain 
For our loss we must not weep

 Nor our loved ones long to keep
 From the home of  rest and peace 

Where all sin and sorrow cease.

Standing: William, Ann?, Richard, Jane?
Seated: Mary? William, Grace, James



”
There are two children in this grave as well: Percy A.  Downer, and James Herbert Cory.  Percy 

is the son of Grace and William’s daughter Mary, James Herbert is the son of their son James and 
his wife Nellie.

I will be dealing with William and Grace’s family in much more detail in a later account.



Chapter 4
Jane
1814-1883

The second child of Robert and Alice, baptised at St. Juliott Sunday 10.7.1814.  This date is in 
accordance with the St. Juliott church records.  However, according to her gravestone, Jane was 
born in 1813.  We assume the 1814 date.

Two Marys were born to Robert and Alice and were christened at St. Juliott.  They were fol-
lowed by sons.  This makes it certain that one of these Marys was called Jane.  Following the census 
records I have, the dates tally with the first Mary being renamed Jane in the family.  Perhaps she 
was baptised Mary following a family tradition, but her parents really wanted her to be Jane, and 
so this is what they called her at home, and when the next daughter appeared just over a year later 
she was also baptised Mary and this time the name stayed with her!

There are no records of her early life apart from a brief mention her in father Robert’s Memoir 
to the effect that, when he was fatally ill, “his wife and daughters were much worn down with fa-
tigue”.  So there she was, at home, learning the running of a household plus all the outdoor chores 
which were a part of family life in those days.

Jane married William Mutton on 19th October, 1833, by banns in St. Juliott church.  William 
signed the register, Jane made her mark.  William was 6 years older than his wife and a butcher by 
trade.  There are Mutton graves in St. Juliot churchyard so he was doubtless from a local family.  
The couple went through a second ceremony at the Bible Christian Chapel “on the Michaelstow 
Circuit” - most probably at Tresparret (her name on this occasion is noted as Jane).  This second 
ceremony took place on the occasion of their daughter Mary’s baptism.  At this time William is 
described as a butcher, living at Otterham.  They had 5 children (on the 1851 St. Helier census) 
and from their birthplaces one can reckon they left for Jersey in 1841/2, between the births of their 
children Louisa and William.

The census lists:

Wm. Mutton, head butcher

    born England 43

Jane, wife  born England 37

Mary, daughter born England 15

Louisa, daughter born England 10

William, son  born Jersey  9

Thomas, son  born Jersey  7

Francis, son  born Jersey  5

(the Jersey air obviously brought forth sons!)

Other Muttons in Jersey in 1851 included Richard (Pork butcher) his wife and three children, 
all born in St. Helier, the first in 1847.  Perhaps William and his wife, Jane, persuaded this family 



to try their luck on the Island, thus beginning the Cory  migration from Cornwall.

Jane’s sons, Thomas (aged 17) and Francis (aged 16) also appear in the 1861 census, both cabinet 
makers and staying with their Grandma Alice Cory.  Francis is almost certainly the Francis who 
seemed to have enjoyed a wanderlust, as two of his children were born on the Isle of Wight and 
four in Canada before he returned home for the 1881 census.  This Francis described himself also 
as a butcher, so there is a slight question mark as to whether he had two occupations, or there were 
two Francis’s.  I favour the former.

Jane died in 1883 aged 71.  She outlived William by 6 years (he died in 1877 aged 69).  They lie 
in the same grave at Almorah together with three little grandchildren who died in the space of two 
months, victims no doubt of some childhood disease which in these days of modern medicines 
would be of no special significance.  One can hardly imagine the worry and heartbreak the parents 
must have suffered.

The list below is taken from the records of Almorah Cemetry:

Grave No. 28/13/Y

William Mutton    28.8.1877  69 yrs. 9 months

Alice Cory Mutton    26.1.1880  4 yrs 8 months

Ernest Cory Mutton    21.2.1880  l yr l month

Walter Cory Mutton    21.3.1880  2 yrs 11 months

Mrs Jane, nee Cory    14.9.1883  70 yrs      

 widow of Wm.          

George Garnet Mutton   29.7.1890  2 yrs 7 months

Alfred Cory Mutton    12.10.1902  2l yrs

Ida Cory Mutton    26.04.1906  23 yrs

Thomas Cory Mutton   23.02.1926  82 yrs

Mary Ann nee Perry   28.06.1932  85 yrs 

(wife of Thomas C. Mutton)

Louisa Cory Mutton   7.03.1940  65yrs

Grave No. 30/6/V

Philip Thomas Mutton   29.11.1914  6l yrs



Alice Cory Lee aged about 12

The family photograph of the widowed Alice Cory surrounded by her children shows her two 
daughters centre front.  One daughter sits with her hand on what must surely be the family Bible.  
I fancy this would be Jane.

Before ending Jane’s account, the following extract from the Palmers Green and Southgate 
Gazette of Friday January 16th, 1959, is of some interest.  It conerns a grand daughter of Jane and 
William, Alice Cory Lee (daughter of William and his wife, Clara Tryphenia Evans, who married 
at St. Saviour in 1864).

“A woman who can remember the late Seymour Hicks a a young man, who once went over the 
yacht of Lillie Langtry, the sensational “Jersey Lily”, and who at the ae of 12 spent a night tied to 
the mast of a stranded boat, is Mrs. Alice Cory Lee, of 9 Orchid Road, Southgate, who celebrated 
her 94th birthday on Sunday, January 4th. Born in St . Helier, Jersey, the eldest of nine children, 
Mrs. Lee was 20 when her family moved to Hornsey, London, for business reasons.  She has lived 
at her present address since becoming a widow 19 years ago.

Seymour Hicks was the friend of her brothers, who were educated a Victoria College, Jersey.  She 
herself went to a private school in Jersey and then to a boarding school in France, studying music 
and dancing and winning prizes for the former.

It was when returning for the holidays one bitter Christmas that young Alice Lee had her sea 
adventure.  She and two others having missed the boat to Jersey, they stayed the night at an hotel 
and then chartered a fishing boat wih five fishermen to take them to the island.

They were caught in a fog and stranded near rocks, the three of them, a captain’s daughter, aged 
15, who chartered the boat, Alice, then aged 12, and a child of  9, being tied to the mast.  All the 
coastguards were out on the search and afer reaching safety the three girls, of course, were public 
heroines for quite a time.

Many years after, when visiting her sister in Hornsey 
Cottage Hospital, Mrs. Lee discovered that the occupant of 
the next bed was the daughter of the 15 year old girl who 
had shared the perils of that night - an exciting coincidence, 
though she was saddened to learn that her former fellow 
voyager had since died.The mother of two sons and two 
daughters, Mrs. Lee has six grand daughters, five great 
grand daughters and three great grandsons.

One of her sons died a few years ago from the effects 
of being gassed in the first world war.  Another joined the 
Merchant Navy at the age of 14 in that war and was tor-
pedoed on his first voyage.  For a year there was no news 
of him, though he had been taken into a hospital.  He had 
never been to sea before.One daughter, now a widow, was 
the wife of Mr. T. Knowles, well known in Southgate for 
his interest in sport - he was secretary of Souhgate Har-
riers - and his staunch membership of the Conservative 
Association.  He died last year.The other daughter, who 
lost her fiancee in the war on the eve of their engagement, 
lives with her mother but, as she is at business, Mrs. Lee is 
alone during the day.  



Mentally, she is most alert and takes an inerest in current event as well a being a keen radio 
fan.  Her likes are school programmes - “there is always something to learn -” ... all sports ... and 
her pet aversions are jazz, chamber music and squealing sopranos.Mrs. Lee thoroughly enjoyed 
entertaining relatives and friends for the celebration of her 94 th birthday.”

Rosemary Gitsham, a member of the Cory Sociey, who is a descendant of Jane and William 
Mutton through their son William John (b. 1866), has traced many lines of the family to the present 
day.  The Cory Sociey Newsletter for Dember, 1996, features an article by Rosemary on the above, 
together with a photographof Alice, entitled “The Night Alice was ‘Bound’ to Remember”.

Other children of William and Jane whose baptisms are recorded in the Bible Christian records 
in St. Helier are:

Ann, baptised 1847, John Cory, baptised 1849, another John Cory, baptised 1852, Jane Cory 
baptised 1853, and Alice Louisa Cory Mutton, baptised 1858.



Chapter 5
Mary
1851-1920

The third child of Robert and Alice, Mary was baptised at St. Juliot Church on Thursday 28th 
December, 1815.

There is very little that I know about her.

She appears in the 1851 census for St. Helier, living with her sister Jane Mutton and described 
as “a servant”, obviously earning her keep by helping in the house.  Her brother Abram was also 
in the household (aged 24).

According to Grace, of the Gosport Corys, “Mary was deaf and did not marry”.  I have no proof 
of her deafness, but I cannot imagine it would have been said if it was not true.

However, I have found a marriage certificate which in a way asks more questions than it answers.

She married John Kennedy by special licence on 26th June, 1853 at the Parish Church of St. Sav-
iour.  This in itself is odd, because the family were so strongly Bible Christian.  

Although he signed the register, she marked it with a cross .  The witnesses were her brother-in-
law, William Mutton, in whose house she had lived for a time, helping her sister, and her youngest 
brother, Moses.  The fact that she could not write her name also makes me think that the story of 
her deafness might be correct, as over 150 years ago nobody would have considered trying to teach 
a deaf child to read or write.

The marriage of a 38 year old woman (never mind that she stated on her marriage certificate 
that she was only 31) to a 28 year old man was quite rare.  Why did she falsely state her age? Was 
it a marriage of convenience to give him a right to residence? Did one need such a right at this 
time? Was she (Heaven forbid) pregnant? Why was she married in a Parish Church and not a Bible 
Christian Chapel, the Corys being such well known members of the B.C.  Society? I wonder if her 
Mother agreed to the match?

By the 1871 census Mary was again living with her Mother, described as aged 55, married, oc-
cupation assistant pork butcher.  No doubt helping in her Mother’s business.  Where was her hus-
band? It would have been a bit surprising had he died in the previous 18 years since they married, 
especially as by 1871 he would have been only 46 years old.

We will probably never know what happened to either of them.  I have not located her grave 
as, when I last went to Jersey in 1984, I did not know of her marriage or her married name.  She is 
not buried with her own family.  

Mary was the chief benefactor in her mother’s will, titled Mary Cory with her married name 
ignored.  Everything was left to her with the exception of a legacy of £5.00 British Sterling to be 
paid to each of her brothers and sister.

The Jersey authorities say they cannot locate either a will or letters of administration for the late 
Mary Cory (perhaps she is filed under Kennedy, as she must have had something to leave, having 
inherited from her Mother).   Somerset House records show a death of Mary on 20.10.1920.  However 
I do not know where this information comes from and again it could be under Cory or Kennedy. 
It also seems unlikely, even in what is a fairly long lived family, that she would have lived to 105.



Chapter 6
Richard
1818-1903

Richard, the fourth child of Robert and Alice, was baptised at St. Juliot Church on Sunday 5th 
July, 1818.  He was 12 years old when his father died.  He followed in his father’s footsteps and 
became a blacksmith, later taking over the Tresparret forge.  By the 1861 census he was described 
as a Blacksmith and Farmer of 26 acres.  (Incidentally this census lists another Richard Cory at 
Tresparret Posts.  He was also a blacksmith, born in the Parish of St. Juliot.  His wife was Maria, 
born at Whitestone).

Richard, like his father, married a Davidstow girl.  Her name was Elizabeth and she was born 
at Davidstow in 1821.  They married in about 1840 when he was 22 years old.  The marriage would 
probably have taken place in a local Bible Christian chapel and is no doubt to be found in the Non-
conformist Registers of the area.

Richard and Elizabeth started their married life in the nearby village of Lanewith, where their 
first son, William, was born in 1840.  (William also became a blacksmith when he grew up).  

There were nine children altogether.  Note how the “Cory Names” reappear! Richard’s brother, 
William, living in Langore, also had a son called James also born in 1850.  It appears that seven of 
these children survived to adulthood, although Thomas Rawle predeceased his father.  At the time 
of the 1841 census John was missing from the list of family members.  I wonder if he had already 
left to serve an apprenticeship, possibly in Jersey at the butchery of one of his uncles.  Two of their 
children, in particular, went on to become well known and respected members of the Jersey Com-
munity.

There is quite a large gap between the first and second children.  When the young couple first 
arrived at Tresparret to take over the family business, Richard and Elizabeth had the one child, 
William, and at the time Richard’s mother Alice and her youngest child, Moses, were also in the 
house Perhaps Richard and Elizabeth made a decision to have no more children whilst Alice and 
Moses were living with them.

Richard was an active member of the Bible Christian Society.  His obituary simply stated he “was 
one of the best men that the Week St. Mary Circuit has ever produced.” His work with the Bible 
Christians began with teaching children in Tresparret Sunday School and for over 40 years was 
one of its superintendents.  He preached his first sermon in a cottage at New Mills near Boscastle, 
and continued for “46 years of active service”.  He worked hard in his home village chapel until it 
had become one of the most important, if not the most important, in the Circuit.  In 1871 he super-
vised the construction of a new building to meet the growing needs of the Tresparret church and 
congregation.  It became known locally as “The Great Chapel”, or “The Tabernacle”, from its size 
compared with other chapels on the Circuit.  



There is a tablet set into the wall of Tresparret Chapel which reads 

“In memory of  Richard Cory

Born 24-l-l818 died 23-1-1903

During a 60 year membership of  this church, adorned a Christian profession, and for over 50 years, was a 
faithful and successful preacher of  the everlasting gospel.  He enjoyed the confidence and esteem of  a large 

circle of  friends.

“Not dead, but living in thee”

Richard never lost touch with his family and as proof there are family group photographs taken 
in Jersey with his mother, sisters and brothers.

Elizabeth’s place of birth was given in the 1861 census as Davidstow, (in the year 1821), but 
after her death the Bible Christian obituary stated she was born at Lesnewth in 1819.  I am more 
inclined to believe the census as it was written up in her presence.  She proved a great help to her 
husband in the life of the church, throwing open their home to visiting preachers, and for nearly 
thirty years could be relied upon to provide home prepared food for the Sunday School and Chapel 
Anniversary teas.  Poor Elizabeth, she became mentally ill three or four years before her death at 
the age of 68 on 23rd February, 1887.  

In his last years Richard was unable to work, and would say he could not understand why, 
weak and useless as he had become, God did not “take him home to heaven”.  He died on January 
23rd, 1903, after a few days illness.  I have no way of tracing where he was living or with whom as 
unfortunately the census returns presently published do not cover these dates.  He may have been 
living at home being looked after by his daughter Elizabeth Hall.  

Their stone in Tresparret graveyard reads

“In loving memory of  Elizabeth, died 23.2.1887 aged 67, the beloved wife of  Richard Cory, died 23.1.1903 
aged 85.  

“They rest from their labours; and their works do follow them”.

BIBLE CHRISTIAN OBITUARY OF RICHARD CORY,
 by W.  J.  Smeeth.

Richard Cory, of  Tresparrett, who passed to the better land on Friday, January 23rd., 1903, was one of  the 
best men that the Week St. Mary Circuit has ever produced.

His conversion, which took place between fifty and sixty years ago, was on this wise:- One of  the members, 
named Ann Bridgman, a devoted woman, dreamt one Saturday night that a Revival of  God’s work had commenced 
among them.  On Sunday morning she related her dream at the class meeting.  Mary Rogers, a local preacher, 
who resided two and a half  miles away, was the class leader, and she encouraged her sister in Christ to believe 
for the realization of  her dream that very day.  At the evening service Ann Bridgman scanned the congregation, 
wondering who among them would decide for Jesus.  Her eye rested upon Richard Cory, and her heart went up 
to God in earnest prayer for his salvation.



The Physician’s Healing Power

A man of  the right stamp, whose name has been forgotten by men, but who is remembered by God, was in 
the pulpit.  His text was taken from Jeremiah viii.  22, “Is there no balm in Gilead; is there no physician there? 
Why then is not the health of  the daughter of  my people recovered.” Under the powerful discourse preached 
from these words, our dear brother saw his diseased, moral and spiritual, condition, and at once decided to put 
his case into the hands of  the Great Physician, and he did so with the most satisfactory results.  As he knelt in 
penitence Mary Rogers earnestly prayed for him.  One petition was that the Lord would make him “a pillar in his 
temple to go no more out for ever,” and this he became.  O for a continuation in our midst of  such dreamers, 
leaders, and preachers as were those men and women, who shall today lead men to the Great Physician, 

“Whose tender mercies ever last,

And still His healing power is here.”

Soon after his conversion he found work for Jesus among the children in the Tresparrett Sunday School, and 
for over forty years he was one of  its Superintendents.

A Soul-Winning Local Preacher

About fifty years ago unknown to him his name was placed on the Preachers’ Plan.  His first sermon was 
preached in a cottage at New Mills, near Boscastle, from the words, “Seek ye the Lord while He may be found; 
call ye upon Him while He is near.” It afterwards transpired that the entire congregation had already sought and 
found the Lord.  But sermons prepared for the unregenerate are not altogether thrown away on persons already 
saved.  As time passed on he became a most acceptable and useful local preacher.  His great aim was the conver-
sion and spiritual edification of  his hearers.

Conversions In Every Chapel

He was fired with the holy ambition of  seeing conversions under his preaching in every Chapel in the Circuit.  
This he made a matter of  special prayer, and he soon acquired the holy art of  ordering his cause before God, 
and filling his mouth with arguments why his request should be granted.  His leader, Mary Rogers, encouraged 
him when the devil tempted him to pray less for others and more for himself, but saying, “Never mind, as long 
as you pray for other people’s souls, God will take care of  yours.” As he went around the Circuit, in due time, he 
had the joy of  seeing penitents in every place of  worship, and the greater joy of  pointing them to Jesus.  O that 
this holy ambition may fire our hearts today.

Instances

One Sunday evening in the Seventies of  the last Century he was preaching at St. Gennys.  His theme was a 
favourite one, “The balm in Gilead, and the Great Physician.” It was the theme, on which that good man dis-
coursed many years before on the evening which witnessed Brother Cory’s own conversion.  As he preached 
with great force and power, a young woman, sitting in the choir, saw the sadness of  her state, and resolved that 
she would seek the Great Physician of  souls.  That young woman, known in the week St. Mary Circuit as Miss 
Annie Clift, and in the Barnstaple Circuit as Mrs.  Dallyn, has been a local preacher in these two Circuits for the 
past twenty-seven years, and has had the joy herself  of  pointing many sin-sick souls to Jesus Christ.

Class Meeting Attendance.  

Somewhere about the same time, Brother Cory was preaching at Week St. Mary, one Sunday afternoon, from 
the words, “Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another, and the Lord hearkened and heard it, 



and a book of  remembrance was written before him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon his 
name.” The writer was present and has some recollections of  the service, and of  the preacher’s earnest words on 
the importance of  attending the class meeting and other social means of  grace.  It would puzzle some preach-
ers to deal with this subject today, but Brother Cory was perfectly at home, because he practised that which he 
preached.  For upwards of  forty years he never missed his class meeting but twice.  I question if  any man living 
can equal such diligence as this.  On the afternoon referred to, a person, too late to enter, stood outside the door 
and listened.  She, alas, had neglected the social means of  grace and consequently had lost the joy of  salvation.  
But the preacher’s earnest words from within touched the heart of  her who stood without and led to her restora-
tion, and she continues to this day.

Other examples of  his usefulness in this direction might be given, but we must forbear.

New Chapel at Tresparret.

His interest in the Cause at Tresparrett was constant and unwavering, and he had the joy of  witnessing its 
growth from a state of  feebleness until it had become one of  the most important, if  not the most important, 
Church in the Circuit.  During the pastorate of  Brother James Coles, in the year 1872, it was felt that the time 
had come when a new and more commodious Chapel should be built to meet the growing requirements of  the 
church and congregation.  The management of  the enterprise was to a great extent in Brother Cory’s hands, and 
he had the satisfaction of  seeing erected at Tresparrett the finest building of  which for many years the Circuit 
could boast.  It was locally known as “The Great Chapel” and “The Tabernacle”, from its size when compared 
with other Chapels in the Circuit, and the inscription on the end wall, “How amiable are Thy tabernacles, O 
Lord of  Hosts.”

His Interest in The Connexion

Our brother had a deep interest in all matters pertaining to the welfare of  the Denomination.  He was ever 
solicitous that the Annual Missionary Meeting should be a success, and that financially, if  possible, the receipts 
should be ahead of  the previous year.  His own self-denying liberality will never be fully known, nor the severe 
trial of  his faith, when on one occasion, immediately after promising a liberal donation to some good cause, he 
lost one of  his horses.  But he triumphed, and God has blessed him and his family, as many of  them who have 
had an honourable connection with us, both at Tresparrett and in Jersey, are only too pleased to acknowledge.

For a few years Brother Cory was incapacitated for any work whatever, and has gone in and out among his 
own people in great feebleness, wondering sometimes, as apparently all his work was done, why the Lord did not 
take him home to heaven.  But all the days of  our appointed time we must wait until our change come.  That 
change came to our brother after a few days’ confinement in bed, on Friday, January 23rd, 1903, aged 85 years to 
a day.  His remains are deposited in Tresparrett Chapel Yard.  The funeral was largely attended, and the service 
which was most impressive was conducted by the Pastor, who was assisted by the brethren E.  Rogers, from the 
Camelford Circuit, and W.  Rickard, and Brother W.  Tucker, an old veteran still hale and hearty among us whose 
career as a local preacher exceeds that of  Brother Cory.  It was the wish of  our departed friend that Brother Tucker 
should assist at the funeral service in recognition of  long comradeship in such glorious work for so many years.

May God grant that as our Elijahs ascend their mantles may fall upon our Elishas, and that there may ever be 
secured to us a succession of  godly men to carry on the good work in our midst.  Amen.

OBITUARY FOR RICHARD’S WIFE, ELIZABETH
Elizabeth Cory, who was born in the parish of  Lesnewth, in the year 1819, died on the 23rd February, 1887, 

and was buried at Tresparrett on the 26th.  Mrs.  Cory was a member over forty-four years.  Her life was wor-
thy of  a Christian, and she always did her best to help on the Lord’s work.  In the early days of  our Church at 
Tresparrett, she and her husband, Richard Cory, made their house the home of  the preachers, and she continued 
her hospitality until the day of  her death.  She was regular in her attendance at the chapel and at all the means 



of  grace; for nearly thirty years she prepared the provisions for the Sunday-School and Chapel Anniversary teas.  
When her husband was converted she thought their happiness was ended, but the Spirit of  the Lord revealed to 
her state as a sinner, and she gladly accepted of  salvation through Jesus’ Name.  Her husband says never after 
did he hear an inconsistent word escape her lips.  Of  her seven surviving children, some are earnest workers in 
God’s cause.  Three or four years before her death she was mentally afflicted.  From the first she made it a rule 
to lay aside her class money, and something for the missionary cause long before the meeting came round.  It 
has been said that Sister Cory gave more even than she could afford.  She was a loving wife, a kind mother, and 
an affectionate friend.



 Chapter 7
William Son of Richard
1840-1909

The eldest son of Richard and Elizabeth of Tresparret, he would have been born in the old fam-
ily home and baptised in the Bible Christian Chapel in the village. He served his apprenticeship 
and became a “shoeing smith”, which I would imagine means he concentrated on shoeing horses 
and did not carry out other blacksmithing work - hinges, nails, wrought iron, etc. - as his Grandpa 
Robert had done. William married a Cornish girl, Ann Stacey, who was a dairywoman. They moved 
to St Helier before starting a family, and for some or all of their married lives resided at 9, Union 
Street, St. Helier. There were five children:

1. Richard William Stacy, who was baptised by the writer’s maternal grandfather, The Rev. W. 
E . Moyses, on 15th April, 1868. He died in April 1885 aged only 17.

2. Fred, of whom I can find nothing beyond the 1881 census, when he was 11 years old.

3. James Martin, born in 1872. His grandmother, Alice French, had a younger sister, Ann, who 
married a John Martin in 1816 and I wonder if this is why his second name is Martin. (Keith Cuming 
remembers him as “Uncle Martin” so perhaps he was always known in the family by this second 
name). His will gives his address at No. 32,  Aquila Road, St. Helier. He lies in Grave No. 11/223/X 
at Almorah together with his wife, Martha Elizabeth Harrington nee Newman. He died in 1932 and 
she in 1954. I have not found any children.

4. Florence Alberte was born in 1874. She ran a dairy business from the family address at 9 
Union Street. At one time she kept a sweet shop, I believe in the 1930s and 40s. She remained close 
to the chapel at Great Union Road all her life and kept the Ministers Class Book there. She never 
married and died after the war in July 1961 aged 87, and many of the family remember her even 
now. When the New Zealand girls were young she used to write to the family and  Ina, in New 
Zealand, thinks she remembers being told that the shop was requisitioned by the Germans during 
the occupation of Jersey. 

5. Mabel Annie, who was born in 1876 and died in April 1898 aged 22. I assume she never married.

William was buried at Almorah on 21.4.1909 aged 69, and Ann on 1.12.1917 aged 75. Buried with 
them are their childrewn Richard William, Mabel Annie and Florence Alberte. I am told the grave is 
next to that of the Mutton Family (Mary Jane, eldest daughter of Robert and Alice, married William 
Mutton and, I think, began the family emigration to Jersey). A further aid to recognition is that a 
mountain ash tree grows close by!

Another nearby grave at Almorah contains the remains of Phillipa Stacey, died 26.7.1931 in her 
82nd year. Phillipa must be the same Phillipa who, in the 1881 census, was listed as being at William 
and Ann’s home, 9 Union Street. She was William’s unmarried sister in law, “formerly dairywoman”. 
One day when later censuses are released I would expect it will be found that Phillipa had lived with 
her niece Florence Alberte until her (Phillipa’s) death. In spite of the office records above which I 
think must be not quite correct, this grave also contains the remains of Florence Alberte along with 
Mary Jane Cory wife of James Neagle (died aged 35 in 1882) who I am pretty sure was a daughter 
of William, son of Robert and Alice. I should have definite proof of this when I write Part 2. Also 
in the grave is Mary Jane’s daughter Lilian Maud who died aged 4 months.



Chapter 8
John, Son of Richard
1845- 1933

He married Mary Walson. Almorah records her maiden name as Mabel Wolson. Perhaps she was 
christened Mabel but was known as Mary, which is the name on her gravestone). She was born in 
St Helier in 1843 and trained as a tailoress. John carried on business as a butcher and probably came 
to Jersey whilst still in his teens to follow an apprenticeship with one of his uncles. They had five 
children. John and Mary lived at No. 26 Charing Cross. John often went back to Cornwall and Joyce 
Cory of Delabole can remember him visiting with his brother Robert. The census for Tresparret in 
1861 gives all the family except for John, and I would imagine this is because he was already away 
from home serving his apprenticeship. Interestingly, John was sole executor not only to his father, 
Richard, but also to his son, Jack. John and Mary had five children. Mary died 10 years before her 
husband, after which his sister Elizabeth (Hall) went to Jersey to keep house for him until his death 
in December 1933. John and his wife Mary (Mabel), lie in the same grave at Almorah, together with 
their daughter Florence and their son John and his wife, Mary Alice. 

1. John (Jack). (Born 1868). He married his cousin Mary Alice Cory, known in the family as Al-
lie, who was the daughter of Abram Cory (Abram, the second youngest son of Robert & Alice). For 
at least part of their married life they lived at Oakdene in Clarendon Road, St. Helier. They had 
no children. Jack was an outstanding member of the family and his life is covered in Chapter 12.

 2. Edith (known as Edie) (born 1870) She married The Rev. John Pye of Falmouth, her late sis-
ter Florence’s fiancee, and they had one daughter, Marjorie. I have no record of Edith and John’s 
deaths, but Marjorie whose married name was Naine died in the early 1990s aged 92. I do not know 
if she had children.

“She was a real character. She married a man years older than herself, a widower who had a 
jeweller’s business in St. Helier. He died soon after the marriage and there was quite a hassle with 
his family but she was very fair in her dealings with them.” 

3. Annie Elizabeth, baptised 12.5.1872. She married Jack Britton. They had two sons. The eldest 
died of T.B. whilst serving with the army in World War I. Their other son Kenneth was born about 
1904. He was also in the army. He never married.

4. Florence Louisa, (born February 1875) (and probably named after her Uncle William’s daughter 
Florence Alberte who was born the year before). Florence Louisa was known in the family as “Flo”. 
As she grew up she became very involved in her local church, helping and then teaching Sunday 
School and working as a “diligent collector for the Missionary Society”. She had a beautiful sing-
ing voice - perhaps inherited from her maternal grandfather. She became engaged to John Pye, of 
Falmouth, but in the spring of 1896 developed what was first diagnosed as bronchial catarrh but it 
rapidly became apparent that in fact she had contracted tuberculosis. She died in May 1896, only 
21 years old. There is an obituary for her.

5.  Jessie Alice, (born 1877). She married Charles Cuming who was born in London in 1856 (He 
was the nephew in law of Moses Cory, the youngest child of Robert and Alice, and had come to 
Jersey in his early ‘ teens to live with his Aunt Caroline who was born in Devon. Charles was ap-
prenticed to Caroline’s husband Moses, a butcher). Jessie and Charles had four children: Jessie was 
baptised on 22nd April 1877 and it is interesting to note that, in the Bible Christian register of her 
birth, her father is listed as being a Blacksmith. Her children were:-

 a. Charles, who lived only 4 days and is buried in the family grave at Almorah



 b. Joyce Eileen, born 1891. She married Edward Ashlyn Bevin and lives at Parkstone, Dorset. 
Joyce and “Ted” had two children, Michael Keith who was born in 1943 and has two daughters 
and Drusilla (Dru) Betty, born in 1946 who has a son and a daughter

 c. Doreen Florence, who was born in 1912 and died in 1979. She is buried in the family grave 
at Almorah. She married Robert Arthur Rishworth Wreland and they had one son, Jeremy Charles 
who was born in 1938. Sadly he was a diabetic and died in 1945. He is also buried at Almorah.

 d. Keith, who was born in 1915 and still lives in Jersey. He married his wife, Eva Anne, on 20.8.49.

 Keith and Anne have two sons and a daughter. His eldest, Ian, has two sons. Andrew, Keith’s 
other son, is a lecturer at Leeds University and his daughter, Sari, works in Jersey. Neither are 
married.

The tombstone in Almorah  reads:

In Loving Memory of  Florence Louisa, 
3rd daughter of  John and Mary Cory, 

who departed this life 31.5.96 aged 21 years 2 months. 
“Kissed asleep by God”

Also of  John, only son of  the above 
(i.e. John and Mary) 

and the beloved husband of  Mary Alice Cory 
who passed away 7.6.1919 in his 52nd year. 

“He lives, he wakes - ’tis death that is dead not he”. 
(known as Jack in the family, and as John Cory Junr. in business)

Also of  Mary, 
the dearly loved wife of  John Cory 

who entered into rest 23.11.1923 in her 82nd year
Also of  John Cory 

the dearly loved husband of  the above 
who died 13.12.1933 in his 80th year.

“Sweetly resting”.
And of  the said Mary Alice Cory 

widow of  John Cory Jun 
who passed away on 28.7.1941 in her 78th year. 

(This is Allie, the wife of  Jack).
“Her end was peace and in God’s keeping”.



Chapter 9
Moses, Son of Richard
b. 1852. 

Moses married a Crocker. I do not know her Christian name. They had six children, I am not 
sure in what order.

1. May. She married Fred Leech. They had eight children. 

 a. Twins, Peter and Paul, who died - I do not know if at birth or later.

 b. Mary, who died of pneumonia aged 16

 c. Edith, who married Thomas Pratt. They had two children, David and Elizabeth.

 d. Phyllis, married Veston ?. Their children were Franklin and four others.

 e. Hilda, married Bill Etheridge. Their children were Andrew, Susan and Phillip.

 f. Lillian married Harold Prowse. Children were Mary, Freddy, Hilda, Raymond, Michael and 
Wendy

 g. Betty married Ben ?. One child, David.  

2. Richard. Richard married Bessie Brewer, from Wiltshire. They had two children.

 a. Josephine, born 15th June 1914. She married James Rush. They had one son, Royston. He mar-
ried Janet Mills in April 1967. Their children are Robert, born 1968 and Joanne Lesley, born 1971. 
Robert has married Sharon Griffiths and they have a daughter, Emily.

b. Phyllis married Stafford Jose. (His father was John Jose from Lesnewth, and his mother was a 
Curtis from Tintagel.  The couple went to Wales, where he  had hoped to find work  She died when 
her baby son Stafford (Staff) was a few weeks old. He and his father later walked back to Cornwall 
when Staff was still a boy). Phyllis and Stafford had one child, Ann. Ann married Paul Heard on 
18th September, 1966. They have two children Kevin born in July 1967 and Sharon born in April 
1970. Kevin and his partner Nikki Steele have a daughter, Natasha Heard. Sharon married Michael 
Sadler in December 1994.

3.Mabel, married Jack Northcott. They emigrated to America. They had four children, Edith 
(Nellie), Mary, Jackie, and Belinda, all resident in the United States. 

a. Edith married Arthur Cox and had two daughters.

b. Mary married Bob ? and had John, Bob and Cynthia. John was killed in the American war 
with Vietnam in 1966. 

Bob has married, no more details available. Cynthia married Fred Risner-Schiller and they had 
one child, Aschley. They live in New Mexico.

c. Jackie married twice, names of spouses not available. She has two sons and one daughter of 
her own and three step- daughters. They live in South California.



d. Belinda married Morrie ? They also live in South California, and have two daughters.

4. Frederick never married, he died in Bude in the 1970s.

5. Elizabeth Jane (Jane) never married She worked in service and lived at l, Marine Terrace, 
Boscastle, until she died in the 1960s.

6. Ernest never married.



Chapter 10
Elizabeth,  Daughter of Richard.
1854-1939

She married a Hall (Les Cory thinks he may have been a farmer. He remembers a man with a 
beard), they had no children. She was known in the family as “Aunty Hall”. She must have been 
widowed fairly early. I don’t think she had a home of her own: she went to Jersey to help look after 
her brother John and when he died she returned to Cornwall to live with the family of her brother 
Thomas Rawle, who had died fairly young. Her father left her £15 and all his household furniture, 
plate, linen and pictures. Her mother had died in 1887 and had been “mentally afflicted” for three 
or four years before her death. Did Elizabeth live at home and help look after her Mother? I think 
Elizabeth’s father Richard (who died in 1903) left her the contents of the house as a thank you and 
also because she was a widow and owned very little However that is just my fancy. I have noth-
ing to base this on. I feel she was a kindly person who spent her life helping other members of the 
family and never having her own home. She died on 19th January, 1939, aged 85, having lived at 
Tresparret for over 70 years, but the actual place of her death was at Glenmoor View, Delabole, the 
home her late brother Richard. 

Les Cory the son of Richard still lives at this address. Elizabeth’s brother Robert’s descendant, 
Nancy Corkill, who lives in New Zealand, adds a little about Elizabeth: “Auntie Hall was my grand-
father’s sister. She lived with his and Joyce’s parents and as a child I used to write to her, calling 
her “Aunt Liz” which was the name my grandfather had for her. I recently found a letter she had 
written me and she mentioned Joyce as a young girl going to post my letter - remember her flying 
at the age of 90”



Chapter 11
Robert,  Son of Richard.
1855-1938

Baptised at Tresparret chapel, 23rd August, 1855. Robert was a cabinet maker by trade and at the 
time of the 1881 census and his marriage in June 1882 he was lodging at 5, Ilsham Cottages, Tor-
morham, near Torquay, Devon. This was the home of George Austin (aged 34) and Susan (aged 35). 
George was a coachman, and they had two daughters aged 6 and 1 years old. (At this time Robert 
was listed as a carpenter and joiner). Also at No. 5 was Arthur Dunn, a gardener, and his wife Jane, 
both in their 20s. It must have been a bit of a squeeze! His great- granddaughter, Nancy, has a Bible 
presented to Robert in 1866 as a pupil of Tresparret Sabbath School. I wonder if the Bible was given 
to him when he was apprenticed and leaving home, maybe to a cabinet maker near Torquay.

 Robert married Lucy Doidge, the daughter of a farmer, at St. Andrews Church in Torquay on 
the 3rd June, 1882. They were both 26 years of age and he is listed as a carpenter, she as no particular 
profession. Lucy’s address before marriage was Erith Villa, Torquay. The marriage was witnessed 
by Thomas Doidge and Sophia Prowse, who may very well have been Lucy’s siblings. There were 
two children of the marriage.

1. Wyndham Archibald, killed in World War I. His body was never found and the family believe 
he died during the dreadful battle of Paschendale. He had enlisted at Newton Abbot whilst a resident 
of Torquay. His army number was 205065 and his rank Private. He was in the 8th (Service) Battalion 
of the Devonshire Regiment, and was “Killed in Action in the France/Flanders theatre of war on 
4th October 1917”.  He was 34 years old.  His name is commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial 
at Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen, in Belgium.  This forms part of the north-eastern boundary of the 
cemetery, located 9 kilometres north east of Ieper Town centre. He had married before he left for 
France, but there were no children.

2.  Lucy May, born 23rd August, 1885, at 14 Trumland Terrace, St. Mary Church, near Torquay. 
She met a Scot called John James Miller who had previously emigrated to New Zealand but who had 
come back to the U.K. with the New Zealand armed forces in World War I. He was invalided out 
and ended up in hospital in Torquay, which is where they met. They fell in love and she followed 
him to New Zealand where they married on 19th July, 1920. Her age on the marriage certificate is 
29, and date of birth certificate is 1885. Her age married on her death certificate is 35. Something 
doesn’t tally! The marriage certificate stated he was a Fish Culturist , but he was also a geologist 
and mining engineer and one of 5 brothers, all educated at University. Lucy probably never saw 
her Mother again, but Robert, her father, went out to her home in New Plymouth in 1931. He died 
6 years later of several ailments which really added up to old age. He was 82 years old.

 Lucy May died at the age of 80 in hospital in New Plymouth, her residence being 40 Princes 
Street in the same town. She finally succumbed to pneumonia on 1st October, 1965, predeceasing 
her husband of 45 years.

Lucy May had three children, Nancy May, Lucy Ina, and John Cory Miller. 

a. Nancy May, born 20.5.1921 became a school teacher and at the time of her marriage was teach-
ing mainly 9-12 year olds. When her children grew older she went back to teaching, primary to 
13 year olds. She married Bernard John Corkill who had a farm about twenty miles north of New 
Plymouth. Nancy and Bernard had six children. Sadly, not all the children have reached adult-
hood owing to cystic fibrosis. John William was born in 1950 and became a veterinary surgeon. He 
married but died in 1978 at the early age of 28. His mother says he was a “lovely lad”. Judith May 
was born in 1952 but died in 1953. Trevor Bruce was born in 1954, married and has two sons and a 



daughter. He is an instrument technician. The family live in Perth, West Australia. The next child, 
Jennifer Nancy, was born and died in 1955 and Denise Fay was born 1961, died 1965. Patricia Ann 
who was born in 1964 took a degree in Accounting. She married Alastair Hoult and expected her 
first baby in December 1997.

 b. Lucy Ina (known as Ina) was born 8.4.1923 and married Peter Clementson. She is now wid-
owed. She had no children. She lives in Torbay, Auckland. 

 c. John Cory Miller, their brother, a civil servant, was born on 28.7.1925. He is married but there 
are no children.

(During the second World War food parcels were sent to the Delabole Cornish family from New 
Zealand).



Chapter 12
Thomas Rawle, Son of Richard
1858-before 1898

Thomas was  a blacksmith by trade and had the smithy at Tresparret for many years after his 
father’s death. Born in 1858, he died some time before his father’s will was drawn up in 1898. His 
wife may have been a Bridgman. She died in Delabole at the home of her son, Les. They had four 
children, Richard, William, John, and Alice.

1. Richard, born 3.3.1894, married Elizabeth Brown. They had three children, Joyce, Les and Roy. 

Richard came to Delabole at the age of 28 and lived there for the remainder of his life. He died 
at his residence, Glenmoor View, in the High Street in 1956 at the age of 62. He used to speak of 
going to The Strangles for Sunday School outings. (This is just opposite Trevigue on the B3263 west 
of Crackington Haven. Sand and slate were collected from this beach years ago, and the traces of 
the donkey path leading down to the beach can still be seen).

a. Les never married and lives at Glenmore in Delabole.

b. Joyce, who married Charles Cory (not of the Tresparret line). Lives in the same street and is 
now widowed. She has a daughter, Jill, and a grandson, Richard. 

c. Roy married but has no children.

2. William, who married Annie Millicent Davey. They had one son, John, who married Linda 
Screech and they in turn have two sons, Robert & Andrew born in the 1960s. (I have seen a photograph 
of William in which he appears to be the image of one of the “Gosport” Corys, Clarence - known 
as Clare). William was a carpenter, decorator, and undertaker by trade and moved to Launceston 
in 1912, he lived for over 40 years at No. 12, Hill Park. He died aged 77 at 27, Northgate Streeet, 
Launceston. His wife died aged 78 but I do not have the date of her death.

There are two sons in the present generation, Andrew, an accountant, and Robert, a teacher. 
Robert also has a son, Peter. The family live in Plymouth. 

3. John married Edith Callard. They had two daughters, Joan who was widowed after a brief 
marriage and Doreen who died of T.B. whilst still young. Edith was devastated by her husband’s 
death and committed suicide by throwing herself from a cliff. She was 61.

4. Alice married Cecil Tickel, and lived in Leicester. They had no children. Both have now died, 
she at Derwent Street, Leicester, on 20.2.1983.



Chapter 13
Jack
1868-1919

Jack was without doubt the “star” of the family.  He was Richard and Elizabeth’s grandson, 
and the first born child of John, Richard’s second son.  He was educated first in Jersey (probably 
at Victoria College which was the “Cory School”), and latterly in France.  He carried on business 
in St. Helier as a butcher in partnership with his Uncle John (*”Neighbour” John), and was known 
as J.  Cory (or John Cory) Jnr., to distinguish him from his Uncle.  I imagine his Uncle, who was 
childless, must have had much pleasure from his nephew.

He was the subject of a biographical sketch in one of the Bible Christian publications, which 
was as follows:

“The name of  Cory, to the people throughout the Bible Christian Denomination, will at once suggest the Jersey 
Circuit, to which, in three generations, the family of  that name have rendered a signal and lasting service.  “The 
Corys of  Jersey” is a phrase which we have been familiar with from our childhood, and have always regarded it 
as indicative of  the large part that they have played in the Connexion’s up-building in that island.  The pioneer of  
all this devotion - happily yet with us – has already been referred to in these pages.  The subject of  the present 
sketch (Mr.  John Cory Jun.) is of  the third generation, and nobly maintains the traditions of  his house.  Moreo-
ver, he is amongst the ablest laymen in the denomination, a man of  versatile gifts, all of  which are employed in 
the service of  the Kingdom of  Jesus.

Born in 1868, and of  such a line, it is not surprising that quite early he should have felt the attraction of  the 



church of  his fathers.  Into it he passed while yet a boy, inspired by high ideals of  what it was to be a Christian, 
ideals the fire of  which still burns.

“God hopes great things of  us; it would be terrible to disappoint Him.” A brief  sojourn in France at the 
College de Dinan, elicited from the Principal on Prize Day the public announcement that, though many English 
boys had passed through the school, none had borne himself  more honourably or had achieved so much distinc-
tion.  Returning from France, it quickly became evident that he possessed qualities that make for effective public 
service - a vigorous mind, breadth of  view, knowledge of  men, and great powers of  speech.  It was inevitable, 
therefore, that in the municipal life of  St. Helier he should take a prominent part, as he has done, to the delight 
of  his friends and the manifest advantage of  the inhabitants.  On two successive occasions he has been elected to 
the responsible office of  Centenier, a position of  no little influence and authority in the administrative machinery 
of  the island, an office, too, affording many opportunities of  redemptive work, which he has not been slow to 
embrace.  At the same time he is a member of  the Educational Council, and will yet, it is confidently hoped, 
occupy a seat in the States of  Jersey.

All this public service notwithstanding, it is in work for Christ, we are sure, that he finds his deepest joy.  Else, 
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why the money, the time, the gifts he so ungrudgingly devotes to it? A catalogue of  his religious activities, as we 
remember his municipal work, excites the question - How does he do it all? Yet he is choirmaster and organist 
of  the Royal Crescent Church, shares with his uncle the superintendency of  Great Union Road Sunday School, 
leads a thriving Christian Endeavour Society, preaches frequently in our own and other churches, is constantly 
in request for temperance meetings in all parts of  the island, and presides over the Free Church Council, and in 
all this work it is but the bare truth to say that what he does he does with all his might.

But brilliant as his career has been, high over all and never failing is his large and generous heart.  A gifted man, 
if  you will, but a great heart - a man whose presence will be felt in whatever company he may pass.  With one 
exception, we believe he has not been heard at the great gatherings of  the Connexion.  His day is coming, however, 
and we venture to predict that in the council of  the united church he will find a place and prove a power.  (J.F.R)

Another interesting account of Jack is to be found in “Jersey Week by Week” or 13.10.1906 in an 
article headed “Our Portrait Gallery”.

Mr.  JOHN CORY, Jun.  Centenier of  St. Helier.

Mr.  Cory having just completed his year of  office as President of  the Jersey Free Church Council, we deem 
the moment opportune for a brief  sketch of  his strenuous life.

Born in St. Helier, he was educated at Mr.  E.  Saunders’s Academy (Kensington Place), and has, he says, always 
recognised his debt to the system there adopted of  requiring lads to think, and understand, rather than merely 
cram a set of  (to them) meaningless rules.  His master therefore anticipated by some 25 years the present-day 
system of  “thinking it out”.  After a year at the College-de-Dinan (France), he associated himself  with his father 
in business as a family butcher, and today owns a flourishing establishment in Colomberie (St. Helier).

As many-sided as he is affable, Mr.  Cory (whom it is a real pleasure to interview) naturally places his Church 
work first and foremost.  A scholar at Great Union-road Bible Christian Methodist Church from 4 to 16, he 
became first a junior Teacher and Assistant Secretary, and at 19 Secretary and Choirmaster.  Both positions were 
held for 10 years, the first being changed for that of  School Superintendent, the latter for that of  Hon.  Organist 
and Choirmaster of  the Royal Crescent Bible Christian Church, both of  which he still retains and in which his 
success is of  common repute.

Indeed as a Conductor, whether of  a chorus of  20 or 50, or of  a Children’s Festival, with over 1,000 voices 
under his control, he avowedly persuades the singers to “let themselves go”, the result being not only retention 
of  the form of  the music but, as he aptly puts it, “life” and “a message.”

As a local preacher his services are in demand from “Dan to Beersheba” as one may say.  As a Temperance 
advocate, he has so ingratiated himself  with local Secretaries, Anglican, Free Church, Good Templars, etc., that 
considerable time is now, he confesses, spent in avoiding and evading their importunities - in fact he is much in 
demand as an always-acceptable public speaker in both town and country.,

He had much to do with the introduction of  the C.E.  movement in the Island - being the first Union Secre-
tary and twice Island President: he continually affirms it to be the finest possible training ground in the religious 
world for the young life of  the Churches of  to-day.

He succeeded the Rev.  F.  C.  Skegg as Secretary of  the Jersey Free Church Council, and last year was unani-
mously elected its President; as such he could not have desired any expression of  greater appreciation than was 
showered upon him at his retirement.

Nearly five years ago he was nominated, without his consent, as a candidate for the important office of  



Centenier of  St. Helier, and was returned with Mr.  T.  D.  Le Quesne, jun.  (now Deputy) - the late Mr.  A.  J.  
Rousseau being the defeated candidate.

Mr.  Cory had asked to be excused on the ground of  being already devoted to the prevention of  crime he was 
told by Mr.  Ph.  Baudains (then Constable) that he could desire no better field than the office provided.  He has 
discovered the truth of  this, and proudly claims that, true to his electoral speech, he has, as far as his duty and 
oath will permit him, endeavoured to use his authority in preventing rather than in punishing crime.

He states the office demands an uncommon supply of  “common sense”, and that the Town does not seem 
to realise how faithfully and well it has been served by his colleagues.

He is at present serving his second term on the School Board - a most congenial work’ but to mention all the 
Committees and Societies in which he plays a part makes too great a demand upon space.

As a member of  the Parochial Assembly, Mr.  Cory, always a fluent and happy speaker, readily gains its ear, 
and though a hard hitter and fighter, his works leave no rankling behind, and he makes bold to assert he knows 
of  not a single enemy.

‘Mens sana in corpore sano’ is his aim, therefore through life he has ever been a devotee of  sports and pas-
times as true and needed recreation.  He has indeed annexed prizes for swimming, sprinting, 64-pounder and rifle 
shooting; was a member of  the 1892 Jersey Team at Bisley, winning his place by average shooting; and for the 
last 8 years he has served the R.J.A.  Rifle Club faithfully and well as Hon.  Secretary, and to-day gets in a game 
of  cricket or golf  at intervals.  “The public won’t let me get any chance at these, tho’” is his humorous plaint.

In addition to all other demands and at the expense of  an occasional “20 hours’ day” , his hobby of  Show 
Homer Pigeon Breeding is so pursued that to-day he is recognised in the United Kingdom as being “at the top of  
the tree”: every possible honour has been won by birds of  his own breeding, and in 1903 he secured the record 
price of  100 guineas for a single specimen; as “Tit Bits” and the “Daily Mail” remarked at the time, this worked 
out at a price beyond its weight in gold.

Mr.  Cory but rarely accepts the judging appointments offered, but has officiated in this capacity at the great-
est shows in the Kingdom - viz: the Dairy (1904) and was again appointed last year; the Club Show (1901) the 
Welsh Club Show (1903), etc., and on many occasions locally.

Wielding the facile pen of  a ready writer, plus expert knowledge of  the subject, his articles on “The cult of  the 
Show Homer” which appeared some two years since in “The Feathered World” were regarded by many leading 
fanciers as “The last word” on the subject.

Surely it is safe to prognosticate still higher honours in store for so energetic, able and public-spirited a Jer-
seyman!

He was elected a Deputy of the States at least three times, on 16.12.1910, 13.12.1913, and 9.12.1916.

Handsome , clever Jack married his cousin Mary Allice (“Allie”), four years his senior, who was 
the daughter of Abram Cory.  

My Father heard a story told in the family that before their marriage Jack would go to Fauvic 
where there was a bungalow, I don’t know if he owned it or another family member - at any rate 
they used to roll up in a blanket on the front and sleep all the afternoon.  It caused a lot of hilarity.

He was a man of exceptional talents as is evident by the above.  He died suddenly in June 1919 



at the age of 51, and to my mind there is no doubt that he burned himself out as a result of his 
many interests and occupations.  He left a detailed will, stating there was to be no ostentation at 
his funeral (a family trait?) I think he may have known his life was coming to an end because he 
made his father his executor, which would be an odd thing to do in the usual course of events.  The 
cause of his death was angina pectoris, which “says it all”.  He lies in Almorah Cemetery with his 
wife, parents and sister.  His wife lived on until 1941 and died during the occupation.  

Allie was a special friend of my grandmother but the outbreak of war and the German Occupa-
tion meant the ending of their friendship and they never met again.  Allie and Jack spent at least 
one holiday in Devon with my grandparents in the early 1900s.  I think in those days families often 
holidayed at each other’s houses rather than going to boarding houses or hotels.  Each wrote a few 
lines of verse in my grandmother’s autograph book.  I am including them because all these details 
help to paint a picture of the family and the type of people they were.

This is Allie’s entry:

“All we have willed or hoped dreamed of good shall exist.
Not its semblance, but itself; no beauty, nor good, nor power
Whose voice has gone forth, but each survives for the melodist
When eternity affirms the conception of an hour.
The high that proved too high, the heroic for earth too hard,
The passion that left the ground to lose itself in the sky,
Are music sent up to God by the lover and the bard;
Enough that He hear it once: we shall hear it by -and-bye.”
R. Browning.

Allie Cory. 1905.

And this from Jack:
“And what is our failure here but a triumph’s evidence
 For the fullness of the days? Have we withered or agonised?
Why else was the pause prolonged but that singing might issue thence?
 Why rushed the discords in but that harmony should be prized?
Sorrow is hard to bear, and doubt is slow to clear,
 Each sufferer says his say, his scheme of the weal and woe:
But God has a few of us whom he whispers in the ear;
 The rest may reason and welcome; ’tis we musicians know”.
Browning.

“The one thing needful is to possess God”
 (The first entry in Amiel’s journal)
J.  CORY JR.
April 1905 

Because these two entries in the book are on opposite pages and have the same date I think I am 
safe in assuming that “Allie” was indeed the name used by John Cory Jnr’s wife

Following on from this, I have another book in which my grandmother would write pieces of 
verse and prose which appealed to her.  One such is headed “Allie Birthday 1918”

“All is Well.”





In the centre of the circle
Of the will of God I stand;
There can come no second causes,
All must come from His dear hand
All is well! for ’tis my Father!
Who my life hath planned.

Shall I pass through waves of sorrow?
Then I know it will be best;
Though I cannot tell the reason,
I can trust and so am blest.
God is love, and God is faithful
So in perfect Peace, I rest.

With the shade and with the sunshine,
With the joy and with the pain,
Lord, I trust thee, both are needed,
Each thy wayward child to train
Earthly loss, did we but know it,
Often means our Heavenly gain”.
J.G.W.

Also,
“Those who live on the mountains have a longer day than those who live in the valley.  Some-
times all we need to brighten our day is to rise a little higher”.
Allie

Allie was a comparatively young woman in her late forties when John died, and she lies with him 
at Almorah, the stone stating “Mary Alice wife of John.” She survived him by 23 years.  Another 
entry in my grandmother’s book reads: “On Jack’s Tombstone.  “He lives He Waits.  ‘Tis death that 
is dead not he”.  Allie and my grandmother must have been close friends.

“Called Home”, Obituary of  Mr.  J.  Cory, of  Jersey.  From a Bible Christian Publication

The Jersey Circuit has lost more than can be expressed in the death at the age of  51, of  Mr.  John Cory, jun.  
The loss was so sudden that we were not prepared for it.  There was no intimation that the end was near.  All 
who knew him as a boy saw that he possessed an unusual number of  talents and that he was destined to go far.  
He had the good fortune to be reared in a home where the influences were so emphatically Christian that the 
lad was always conscious of  the strong pull of  God and the Bible Christian Church.  The parents, anxious that 
these native powers should be provided with every facility for development, sacrificed a great deal to give him a 
good education first in Jersey, then in France.  So quick in mind was he that at the age of  10 he had firmly laid 
the foundation of  that which in after life always marked him as a man of  culture wherever he went.  His progress 
in education and afterwards in business and politics was accompanied by progress in church service.

“A Force in Public Life”: He became a church member, organist, teacher, and preacher before his election 
to the Jersey Parliament.  He first sought the Kingdom of  God and his righteousness, and all other things were 
added unto him.  It was in the Church that he displayed those powers that caused the Jersey people to call him 
to be one of  their statesmen, and having once put him into this position they never reversed their decision, and 
notwithstanding the temporary enemies that a man of  his calibre inevitably made, had he lived to a much greater 
age he would have retained his position in the States.  He was considered as indispensable in Jersey political life 
and also in our Circuit life that only death showed that we could walk without him and then we walked with a 



limp.  As a statesman he combined the qualities of  an exceptional orator with keen insight and foresight, with 
the power of  quick decision on intricate and far-reaching questions, and the public always read with avidity 
what Deputy John Cory said.  He was a member of  a great number of  committees, in each of  which he was an 
illuminating force.  But the great thing about his political life was the sense of  moral and religious conviction.  
Whenever he struck a note in the counsels of  men there was a feeling that his soul had heard that note in the 
counsels of  God.  This gave him a place among the people of  this island that no man can have who ignores god.  
If  the statesmen of  Britain would only realise this and really live in these great depths we should look with much 
bigger confidence on our national fabric.

But Mr.  Cory was loved and valued most of  all in his Church and Circuit.  He was most at home and happy 
here.  Here he could more easily be his big self.  He was a member from boyhood of  our Great Union Road 
Church, superintendent of  our Sunday School, where he was so capable and where he received the love of  every 
scholar and teacher.  More perfect reciprocity could not be seen anywhere than here.  He often thought of  giving 
up all other public work for this.  He was President of  our C.E.  Society and was invariably present to play and 
speak.  I always consider that his greatest words were spoken impromptu at these meetings.  He was organist 
and choirmaster of  the Royal Crescent Church for twenty-two years, and every minister who has travelled in this 
Circuit during these years can bear testimony to his valuable services in this position.  His was by far the best 
choir in the island.

“Efficient Preacher And Officer”: As a local preacher he was in great demand among all denominations.  The 
preaching of  the Gospel called out his best, and strength that at other times he might hold in reserve would all be 
given out here.  He had clear and original insight into the Scriptures, his main ideas shone out in his sermons like 
live beacon lights and his cultured tone and easy passionate eloquence made him and unusually great preacher.

He held the office of  Circuit Steward, and in this capacity was immensely capable, congenial to work with, 
and a great friend of  all ministers who have worked with him.  He also held offices in connection with each trust 
estate.  He usually attended the District meetings and often became the representative to Conference, where his 
striking and powerful personality, combined with his sane and inspiring words, made him a valuable asset.

“Great-hearted and Generous”: He was a native of  Jersey, although his father and five great-uncles came to 
Jersey when young men from the delectable Duchy, and in some respects our brother certainly bore the defined 
Cornish impress.  He was often advised to go to Cornwall and offer himself  as a candidate for Parliament, and 
had he done so I am convinced that he would have carried all before him and would have made a great name and 
position in English life.  But he remained loyal to the island that nursed him, and the people of  this lovely spot 
are proud of  his name.  He has certainly immortalised himself  here.  He will ever remain one of  Jersey’s great 
figures.  He was a great-hearted brother, generous and loving.  When he married, he and Mrs.  Cory set up a lovely 
home in ideal surroundings.  They were both of  the same Church, walked the same road, the breathed the same 
fragrance of  God, in their home all visitors, especially Bible Christians, were made to feel a great welcome that 
at once made them happy.  No troubled or needy soul in Jersey ever went to their home in vain.

To the funeral service crowds came from every part of  the island.  The Bailiff, the Lieutenant-Governor, the 
State officials, the town officials, the parish officials from all over the island, the representatives of  public bodies 
with which Mr.  Cory was connected, the Dean of  Jersey, and clergymen, ministers, and officials of  all religious 
denominations were present.

I suppose that such representative crowds have never been seen at a funeral before in the town.  Such was 
the sense of  loss and the deep respect that gathered about this man.  Oh, that we could rear men of  this type 
in battalions!

Arundell Ralph.



This is the last Will and Testament of  me

JOHN CORY, son of  John, son of  Richard a native of  St Helier, Jersey, trading in Colomberie with residence at “Oakdene” 
Clarendon Road.  

I give and bequeath to my dear father and mother seven hundred and fifty pounds, to them conjointly or to the survivor of  each 
other, also any of  my cups and all my medals.

To my cousin Florence Langlois of  13 Journeaux Street, fifty pounds
To my cousin Ethel Langlois of  13 Journeaux Street, fifty pounds
To my nephew Jack Britton one hundred pounds
To my nephew Kenneth Britton one hundred pounds
To my niece Marjorie Pye one hundred pounds
To Thomas J.  Tregeagle if  still in my employ fifty pounds
To Winter Poingdestre if  still in my employ twenty pounds
To all others in my constant employ five pounds each
To my brother in law John Pye all my theological and religious books
To the Royal Crescent Trust Estate one hundred pounds (United Methodist) (if  not erected, I would like new choir seats to be made)
To the Benevolent Society in connection with the Local United Methodist Church one hundred pounds
To Great Union Road U.M.  School and Athletic Club ten pounds each
Should any of  the foregoing predecease me, or cease to exist the amounts stated are to revert to my personal estate
All other monies, goods, and personal property belonging to me at the time of  my death I give and bequeath to my beloved wife 

Mary Alice, daughter of  Abram Cory I further give and bequeath to my said wife the use and enjoyment during her life of  all my 
real property, which real property at her death shall become the property of  my rightful heirs.

I desire that she may distribute at her discretion tokens of  remembrance to my many friends
I request that no mourning should be worn
I suggest that my valuable stud of  Show Homer pigeons should be offered for sale in one lot through the English Fancy Journal
I appoint my father John Cory, son of  Richard, to execute the terms of  this will
As witness my hand this sixteenth day of  November one thousand nine hundred and eight
John Cory Jnr.

Signed by the said John Cory as and for his last Will and Testament in the presence of  us the undersigned 
present at the same time who at his request and in his presence and in the presence of  each other have together 
attested the same and subscribed our names as witness on the said sixteenth day of  November one thousand nine 
hundred and eight the said will having previously been read over to the said Testator in our presence.

Geo.  F D le Fallais one of  the “Ecrivains” or Solicitors of  the Royal Court of  the Island of  Jersey.

S.G.  Crill

(there is a note at the end of  this will saying “see inside” but I have not been sent any other documents)

The will was approved the 12th June 1919.  

(Notes on the above told me by Keith Cuming:

Ethel Langlois married and lived at St Brelade with her husband.  They later went to Surbiton.  



Chapter 14
James, Son of Robert.
1820-1899

He was the fifth child of Robert and Alice, born in 1820.  I have no baptismal date or place for him.

James was 9 years old when his father died.  He was probably apprenticed in the butchery trade 
for two or three years after his father’s death.  He was a staunch member of the Bible Christians 
all his life, preaching and taking a very active part in the Society.  He and his brother John made a 
journey together to London to plead the Jersey cause at one time.

In 1840 he married Mary Ward Cann, the daughter of Hugh Cann, a maltster.  The marriage took 
place in Jacobstow, her native parish.  As they were both under the age of 21 their parents had to 
give their consent to the marriage.  Perhaps the two young people were very persuasive.  Perhaps 
Hugh Cann felt young James was a good prospect for his daughter! James originally followed the 
family calling of blacksmithing, but at some time between 1854 and 1856, after the family had come 
to Jersey, he became a butcher.  With so many others in the family following this trade, they prob-
ably persuaded him there was more money in meat than metal!

Their first child, Jane, was born on 29th November, 1841, in Cornwall.  There were 10 children 
altogether and it is easy to pinpoint the date of James and Mary’s emigration to Jersey as the first 
record of a “Jersey child” is that of Ellen, born in 1852.  Three of the children did not survive in-
fancy.  The Canns were short in stature compared with the Corys, and several of James’ and Mary’s 
children were also small.  

The family tree has some birth dates which do not tally with the baptismal dates.  This may only 
be solved by looking at the Registers of Births in St. Helier, however I think the baptismal dates are 
the ones to go by, as they are taken directly from the Bible Christian Baptismal Records for St. Helier.

James died in 1899 and Mary followed him in 1901.  Their grave is at Almorah.  Other members 
of the family rest with them.  Listed on their gravestone are their son, James William, his wife Ada 
Elizabeth Harris, their little daughter Gladys May who died in 1892 aged only 8 weeks, and James 
and Ada’s children, Marion and “Dick”.  I assume Ada was known as Elizabeth as this is the name 
given her on the stone.

The cemetery office records a second grave bought by James and which is next to the one above.  
In the office is a note that the infant Caroline is buried there, but hr name is not written on the 
gravestone.  Also in the records but not on the stone is the name of Mary Coutanche who died 
27.12.1924.  No age is given.  This is almost certainly James’ and Mary’s daughter who was born in 
1844.  Assuming this to be so this plces Charles Coutanche, whose name is on the gravestone, (died 
9.1.1875) as Mary’s husband.  There is an inscription at the base of the stone, “Also Mary Cory widow 
of the above.  At Rest”.  Which I again assume means that Mary died after her husband, Charles.

Gravestone 1 reads::

James Cory
who entered into rest 

July 12th 1899 in his 79th year
Gladys Mary

Daughter of  James W.  and Ada E.  Cory 
who died July 23rd 1892 aged 8 weeks

“Thy will be done”



and also
Mary Ward Cann Widow of  the above James Cory

who died October 9th 1901 aged 81 years
“Her children arise up and call her blessed”

also of
Elizabeth Harris

Wife of  James William Cory
died April 2nd 1942 aged 76 

her daughter 
Marion

died 6th April 1973 aged 74 years 
her son H.  J.  Dick Cory

brother of  the above
died 16th February 1978 aged 83 years

And, on the back of this stone,

? and Elsie Louise
Children of  Robert and Esther Ann Cory

and their eldest daughter Mabel Anne 
Wife of  Charles Saul Cuzner

The graves are close to the other Cory graves on the same side of the path but nearer the chapel.



Chapter 15
Robert, Son of James
1854-1932

 Robert, named after James’ father, built up a very successful dyers’ and cleaners’ business in 
St. Helier, still going strong following the German occupation in World War II.  The location of a 
large and busy shop in St. Helier must have kept the Cory name to the front of people’s minds.

The 1881 census gives the following members of the family at home at 30, La Motte Street, St. 
Helier:

Robert Cory, aged 27, Dyer employing — men, born St. Helier 
Esther Cory, wife, aged 34 (nee Monet) 
Mabel, daughter,  Percy aged 2 years and  Harold aged 6 months 
Also in the house was Ann Venement, sister in law, The wife of a mariner.  Presumably she was 

one of Esther’s sisters.
All born St. Helier.
Some Baptisms from the Bible Christian Records:
8.3.1882, Alice Louise, daughter of Robert (Dyer) and Esther
26.8.1883, Ethel Marguerite, daughter of Robert and Esther.
I think these two little girls died young, and they are the mystery names on the back of James’ 

(their Grandfather;s ) tombstone mentioned in the previous chapter.

I remember visiting Jersey with my parents soon after the war ended.  Everything was still in 
short supply and the photographic shop in St. Helier would not sell us a new film as we were not 
local people.  We handed in our exposed film (purchased on the mainland) for developing and when 
we gave our name the shop assistant immediately said she had not realised that we were related to 
a local family and of course we could have a new film.  My father was delighted! 



Robert’s second wife is remembered by Rosemary Holloway, who says “I remember Robert’s 
second wife Natalie, Auntie Natley we used to call her.  Always very prim and proper.  He was also 
an organist and played at St. Brelade’s church - she would accompany him, they used to have a 
taxi twice on Sunday from St. Helier to St. Brelades, it cost them £1.00.  I don’t think there were any 
children.  She was “looked after” when she was very elderly by my Uncle’s wife Tony.  She went 
to London to have a cataract operation when she was about 92, she stayed with us at Kenilworth.  
As a child I was not very keen, she had a hairy chin and smelt of funny biscuits when you kissed 
her.  What a horrid child I was!

Robert was buried at St Brelade.  His monument is shaped like a rock, surmounted by a cross.  
It reads

“To a good man Robert Cory 
Who worked faithfully 

for God and his Church
As an organist for 62 years, 

22 at this church 
And then passed on.  

Born 16th January, 1854 
Died 6th August, 1932.  

Also of  Netley Alma Cory 
Widow of  the Above 
died 6th January 1857

(This tombstone can be found between the old Fisherman’s Church and the sea wall fronting St 
Brelade’s Bay).

Another of the very helpful little biographical notes I have come across is the following from “A 
Short Parochial and Commercial History of Jersey” by P.  Ahier and W.  Ashworth which is in the 
Societe Jersaise library at St. Helier:

“Cory’s Master Cleaners”.

Among the best known of Jersey businesses is Cory’s Master Cleaners.  Established in 1874 by 
Robert Cory at 30 La Motte Street and 38 Bath Street, it was originally called “R.  Cory’s Yorkshire 
Steam Dyeworks”.  In those days there was a much wider variety of fragile materials to be dealt 
with, silks, satins, muslins, crepes, etc., which needed a great deal of care, both in the laundering 
and dyeing, than there are in this age of synthetic fibres.  The apprenticeship to the trade was a long 



and arduous one, and Robert Cory served five years as a dyer’s apprentice before venturing into his 
own business.  Through working long hours, and applying himself to establishing good customer 
relationships, Robert Cory’s dyeworks prospered.  By 1897 he was able to advertise himself as 
having “the largest and best equipped” cleaning and dyeing works “in the Channel Islands”.  He 
further informs his potential customers that “Cleaning is a speciality” and that he will undertake 
“Dyeing in all art shades”.  The advertisement in “The British Press and Jersey Times Almanac” 
continues “Our black is unsurpassed”.  For the convenience of customers in Guernsey he had “A 
receiving office in Guernsey at 22 Smith Street”.  Business continued to improve, and by the end of 
the century, Cory’s bicycle mounted delivery boys became a familiar sight, pedalling through the 
town.  No doubt for longer distances, the horse drawn carriers delivered Cory’s orders whilst on 
their rounds in the country districts, as was the general custom, for firms who did not run their own 
waggons.  Robert Cory, who, to judge by the rapid expansion of his business, was not a person to 
be outpaced by new methods, was one of the first people to introduce dry cleaning into the island.  
French cleaning, as it was at first termed, soon caught on, and gradually dry cleaning superseded 
other methods.  Cory’s Yorkshire Steam Dyeworks remained under the personal supervision of Rob-
ert Cory until his death in 1931, at the age of 80.  Under new management, Cory’s Master Cleaners, 
as it became, continued to prosper, and in 1932, the first Ford 8 commercial van to come to Jersey 
was purchased to replace the bicycle delivery boys.  During the German Occupation of the island 
Cory’s suffered badly from shortages of every sort, but somehow they managed to weather these 
commercially grim days, to emerge once again in 1946 as one of the island’s foremost cleaners.  
They built and equipped a new workshop at the rear of 30 La Motte Street, in order to deal with 
the added business created by the use of man-made fibres for suiting, etc., which were unsuitable 
for laundering.  Cory’s had always been an independent firm, but modern methods of business, 
coupled with the need to maintain a high standard of service, whilst keeping overheads to a mini-
mum, brought about an amalgamation with Angora Cleaners.  This company too, is another local 
company which has been in business a great many years.  In 1974, the two companies established 
a joint factory in Kensington Place, staffed by personnel from both companies with many years of 
experience, plus the expertise needed to obtain the best results in the cleaning and dyeing of all 
materials.  Today, Cory’s Master Cleaners original premises at 30 La Motte Street, are part of the 
Social Security Department, but the business still flourishes, and the founder’s name still appears 
above the company’s shop at 38 Bath Street.” This piece is undated but obviously fairly recent).  

At the age of 17 Robert was designated a Dyer on the census form of his father’s house so must 
have commenced his apprenticeship at the age of 12 at the latest.  Times change! 



 Chapter 16
James William Cory, Son of James
1867 - ?

James William married Ada Elizabeth Harris on 7th October, 1891, at St. Andrews Church, 
Millbank.  They resided at Mon Choix, Millbank.  I think Ada was generally known as Elizabeth.

Ada died in 1942 and soon after her death James married the church choirmistress, Marion de 
la Rue, with whom he had been having an affair for many years.  There were no children of this 
second marriage.

Music was a great part of his life, amd like his brother Robert he was an accomplished church 
organist.  Keith Cuming remembers “He played at very short notice at St. Helier Parish Church when 
we had a terminal service and I was in the Church choir - a soloist! I sang the first verse of “Jerusa-
lem” and the choir and congregation sang the rest - I went up and thanked him for playing for me, 
and saw my mother talking to him afterwards.  That was the first I knew about the relationship.”

His children were:

1.  Gladys May, born in 1892 but lived only 8 weeks.  She is buried at Almorah in the grave of 
her grandparents, James and Mary Ward Cann.

2.  Harold James, (baptised James Harold), born 1.3.1894, baptised 18th..  He was known as Dick 
from his schooldays at Victoria College.  “Shoot, Dick!”, his friends used to shout as he played in 
the football team.  (But his Mother and sisters always called him Harold).  He worked in the Post 
Office.  He married Pretoria Hussey.  He died on the 16th February, 1978, a month before his 84th 
birthday.  He shares his grandparents’ grave at Almorah.  I do not know if Pretoria is buried with 
him.  She is not listed on the gravestone.

3.  Doris, (baptised Dorice) born on 20th October, 1895.  She died on 30th November, 1967.  She 
married Vernon Clift.  (Incidentally it is interesting to read in Richard (son of Robert)’s obituary 
under the heading “instances”,  mention of a Miss Annie Clift of the Barnstaple Circuit).  They had 
two children, Denis and Joan.  Keith Cuming remembers “’her’ (Doris’) husband used to travel 
to South America, I believe for a tea company run from the Island called the Overseas Trading 
Corporation.  Dennis followed his father into the business and used to travel to South America for 
the Overseas Trading Corporation.  He married Greta Jones and they have one child, a daughter, 
Denise.”   In 1997 Keith believed Dennis was still alive but retired and living in England or South 
America.  

Joan was living in Jersey in 1997, she married twice.  Keith used to meet Doris at the local col-
lege prep school when she was meeting Joan’s eldest from games and he was meeting his eldest 
(Andrew) they were 6 or 7 years old.  He writes, “you’ve never seen anything like what they looked 
like!! Having had to dress themselves after showering!! We used to laugh about it.  (Around this 
time Doris lived in a flat in New St. Johns Road).  She died on 30th November, 1967.  Joan, Doris’s 
daughter, married twice, first to Hugh La Cloche.  There were two sons from this marriage, Bevis 
and Christopher.  Joan and Hugh later divorced and she married Dr.  Derek Haydn Taylor.  She 
had two more sons, Oliver Haydn (known as Haydn) and David Peregrine Hadyn.  

4.  Marion was born in 1900.  She died on 6th April, 1973.  She never married, and is also buried 
with her grandparents at Almorah.  Keith Cuming remembers Marion, she worked at the Jersey 
Post Office.

5.  Donald, the youngest child, was born on 28th October 1903.  He left Jersey at the age of 17, 



going off to London to serve a 5-year apprenticeship to an industrial chemist.  When he first went 
to London Donald stayed with a cousin Grace, who lived in Ellerker Gardens, Richmond.  Another 
cousin lived in Linden Gardens.  His daughter Rosemary was told of a Grace who had never mar-
ried and lived in the Isle of Wight.  It was said she had a book with lots of family details in it.  This 
is interesting, as Grace of the Gosport Corys did possess such a book (later destroyed).  Gosport is 
not so far from the Isle of Wight.  Donald also told his daughter of other Cory relations whom he 
visited who lived in Torrington Square.  “Reg” Cory, one of Donald’s cousins (their grandfathers 
were brothers), also went to London to serve an apprenticeship and he also often spoke of the 
hospitality he had received at Torrington Square, which was in fact the home of one of Abram’s 
grandsons.  Donald then went to Milan for 10 years, during which time he met and married an 
English girl, Mary Kathleen Hartley, from Kenilworth.  Their only child, Rosemary Louise Elizabeth, 
was born on 14th June, 1942, at the home of her mother’s parents.  Donald never lived in Jersey 
again.  Rosemary, to whom I am indebted for all the research she has carried out and shared with 
me, married Paul Holloway and at the time of writing lives in Buckinghamshire.  They have two 
sons, James and Charles.



Jack left the business to Mary Alice and Poingdestre managed it for her.  Tregeagle opened his own 
shop in the market.  Jack Britton predeceased him (Annie and Jack’s eldest son).  Kenneth’s brother 
died of T.B.  in the war.

Louise Coutanche lived at Rougle Bouillon near Uncle Pye (who was a clergyman).  She then 
built a house at Fauvick called La Martinerie (Martins).  “Vene” lived with them.  She was alive in 
Alice Mary’s time and they were probably contemporries of Will Cory, a retired butcher who lived 
at Fauvick and had a lot of property.  Keith Cuming’s father looked after it: the property (cottages) 
in Guernsey were left to Keith’s father.



Chapter 17
John (the Neighbour)  Son of Robert
1822-1912

John was the 6th child of Robert and Alice.  He was baptised at St. Juliott’s Church on Monday 
12th August, 1822.  He was 8 years old at the time of his father’s death.  He began his working life 
on a farm.  Very young boys were often employed as “rook scarers” or on other such simple occupa-
tion.  At the age of 12 he was apprenticed to a tailor at St. Gennys.  This tradition of apprenticeship 
at such an early age was discontinued following the introduction of free and universal education 
up to the age of 14, although many country children after this date were allowed time off from 
school to help bring in the harvest.  This continued into the 20th century.  In the Cornish Studies 
Library at Redruth are four books entitled “Methodist Worthies”.  The following in an extract from 
one of them: 

“John Cory born 2nd August, 1822, Tresparertt, St. Juliott.  He had 5 brothers and 2 sisters.  His 
father died when he was 8 years old.  At the age of 12 he became an apprenticed tailor at St. Gen-
nys.  At the age of 22 he joined a sister living in Jersey.  He was a Bible Christian when living in 
Cornwall and continued a Bible Christian in Jersey and joined the church at Great Union Road.  
He forsook tailoring and became a butcher.  In 1906 his great nephew, John Cory, succeeded him 
as treasurer of the Trust Estate”.

John married Ann Worden (born in England 1816).  After her death which was some time after 
the 1861 census he married Mary Fremont, who was the widow of William Brown and who died 
28.10.1920 aged 86.  He died 4.8.1912 aged 90.  John and Mary are interred in a vault in Almorah.  
I have not located Ann’s grave.



In the 1861 census John and Ann had his niece Jane, 19 (unmarried) staying with them.  They 
also had a nephew, Richard Burch (aged 10, born in St. Helier) and Richard Warden aged 80, a 
widower and retired farmer.  His relationship to John is “grandfather” but he must have been Ann’s 
grandfather.  He was also born in England.  Richard Burch and Richard Warden were no doubt 
visiting at the time.

In the 1871 census, Jane, now 29 and unmarried, is still at the house By this time she must have 
been part of the family, probably helping Ann around the house.  As no surname is given, she must 
have been a Cory.

John was known in the family as Neighbour John or The Neighbour.  I was told by my father 
it was because he was such a kindly generous person.  Grace (of the Gosport Corys) said “he died 
well off”, so he must have been a successful businessman.

A very informative Bible Christian article dated c.  1897 follows.  (Incidentally Mr.  W.  E.  Moyses, 
mentioned later in the account as having been a Minister in Jersey, had four children.  The eldest 
girl later married James, the grandson of John’s brother William.  Mr.  Dymond, also mentioned 
in the account, had a son who was Headmaster at Plymouth Grammar School.  During the time 
he was at this school, William’s great grandson, Reg, was a pupil.  This is written in more detail in 
later account).

An Interview with Mr.  John Cory.

“When I waited on Mr.  Cory for the purpose of  this interview at 2, Bath Street, St. Helier’s - his commodious 
and commanding residence, splendidly situated for business, and abounding with all the comforts and conveni-
ences of  a real home - I luckily found him at leisure (for he is a very busy man), and almost scared him by the 
disclosure of  the object of  my visit.  He didn’t consider that he had proportions sufficiently capacious in the 
shape of  personal importance, or a history that was marked by anything particularly striking, romantic, or note-
worthy, to warrant his submitting to the scrutiny of  an Interviewer, or any facts and features in his life which, if  
disclosed, would be of  any material good to the readers of  this Magazine.  But a man is not always the best judge 
of  himself.  We are sometimes best read by others - unprejudiced others - who frequently discover excellencies 
and characteristics, which, if  made known, may be of  signal service either for emulation or stimulus.  After a little 
fencing of  this sort, he settled down genially to the inquisitorial process, and opened his mind freely in response 
to all my enquiries, respecting himself  and his family, and the rise and progress of  our cause both at Tresparrett 
(In North Cornwall) and Jersey, and his relation thereto.  

In reply to my query, “When did your father die?” 

Mr.  Cory said, “My father died in 1830, sixty-seven years ago, leaving my mother with six sons and two daugh-
ters - the eldest being but seventeen years of  age.” To be left thus, with only the capital of  eight children, would 
severely test the metal of  any woman.  But Mrs.  Cory grappled with the situation, and faced the future with quiet, 
womanly heroism and simple trust in Him, who said, “Leave thy fatherless children, I will preserve them alive, 
and let his widows trust in me.” (Jer.  xlix.11).  She did her best to bring them up in right ways; and ultimately 



died at a ripe old age among her children in Jersey, whom it was her joy to see in prosperous businesses, and most 
of  them God-fearing men and women; and on her tombstone stands the significant words, “A mother indeed!”.  

“What educational advantages had you?” I asked.  

“None whatever.  There wasn’t a day school in the village of  Tresparrett.  But at this juncture Mr.  Hocken, 
then living in Boscastle, three miles and half  distant, came to lead a Society Class for the Bible Christians in the 
village Sunday mornings, and taking an interest in our family, started a Sunday School, there being none for miles 
around.  This good man afterwards became an itinerant preacher, and went to South Australia as one of  our 
early missionaries.  And strange to say, on returning to England he settled in Jersey, and lies in Almorah cemetery 
not far ffrom  poor mother.  It was in this Sunday School we boys learnt to read and spell and received the only 
education given to us.  A religious bias was also strengthened there which was given to me in my home.  My par-
ents were both pious, father being a local preacher.  Hence, my first religious impressions were received at home.  
Our house was the home of  the ministers when in that part of  the Circuit.  I have distinct recollections of  James 
Thorne, William Reed, Harry Major, Jacob Prior, and many others sleeping beneath our humble roof.  And on 
one occasion the District Meeting was held at our house in an upstairs room.  Two of  my brothers, Richard and 
James, became local preachers.” 

“Were you taught a trade, or did you, as was the custom then, go to work on a farm?”

“I went first to work on a farm, but at twelve years of  age I was apprenticed to the tailoring and drapery 
business at St. Gennys for six years.  After serving my time I worked for the same master three years longer.  He 
was not a religious man, though he went occasionally to church.  My weekly wage was small, and if  I was to do 
anything for myself  I was bound to leave there.  A sister of  mine that was living in Jersey came home on a visit, 
which largely influenced me to go there to see if  I could improve my prospects.  At length I came to the deter-
mination to go, and at twenty-two years of  age I stepped from the little old boat that ran between Plymouth and 
the Channel Islands, on Jersey soil.  That was in the year ’44.” 

“I suppose you sought out our people on your arrival?” 

“Yes, I soon found the chapel in Great Union Road.  Mr.  Nicholas Harvie, a dear fellow, was the minister.” 

“Of  course, that was the day of  small things in Jersey Bible Christian history, was it not?” 

“It was.  The chapel was very small, having seating accommodation for only 200 persons with an end gallery 
included.  The school room was by the side, and opened into the chapel by folding doors, so that the school could 
see the preacher as well as hear him.” 

“Who succeeded Mr.  Harvie?” 

“Mr.  John Maynard.  The chapel soon became full, and during his stay it was enlarged.  Then we had quite 
a succession of  men whose ministerial sojourn was brief.  One was appointed that we objected to, but on the 
Committee promising us that his stay should be for twelve months only, we accepted him, and worked hard to 
make the year a success, and this it proved to be financially and numerically.  My brother James had by this time 
come to this island, and when we found the Conference wanted to send back this brother for another year, James 
and I went off  to the Conference in London, and pleaded for a young married man.  Our minds were fixed on 
Mr.  Horwill, and we at last secured his appointment.  From that time our cause took a marked upward direction, 
and has gradually maintained it ever since.  At the advent of  Mr.  Horwill we were a mission receiving a grant 
of  £23; in three years we were in a position to do without a grant, and became a self-supporting circuit.  This 
enabled us to keep Mr.  Horwill for four years.  We had great accessions, and the chapel became crowded.  We 
built a new school room, put up a chapel in St. Lawrence Valley, opened preaching in a room at St. Catherines 
(which was superseded by a chapel), and started preaching in a room at Gorey, which since has given place to a 
chapel.  There has been no ebb in the tide of  prosperity from that time.” 



“Who followed Mr.  Horwill?” 

“Mr.  Peter Labdon, who remained with us four years.  During his term the property adjoining Great Union 
Road Chapel was purchased, which enabled us to enlarge the chapel again as we had not accommodation for 
the people who wanted sittings; Eden Lodge was also bought for the residence of  the minister, and at the rear 
a cottage for the caretaker was put up.  Mr.  Labdon also built Gorey Chapel.  Good work was done in his time.  
“Then came Mr.  W.  E.  Moyses, a noble man, beloved by everybody.  The Royal Crescent Church is the monu-
ment to his memory, for he built it.  Mr.  and Mrs.  Horwill were over on a visit, and as I then kept a horse and 
trap we went out one day for a drive.  When passing the ruins of  the old theatre, which was destroyed by fire, at 
the Royal Crescent, Mrs.  Horwill said, “Neighbour John” (this is the name by which our friend at his own desire 
is called, and by which he is known on all subscription lists, etc.) “why don’t you buy the old theatre and put up 
another chapel, and have a second preacher?” I don’t remember the reply I made just then, but the idea struck 
me forcibly, and never left me.” 

“But was a second chapel needed?” 

“Most decidedly it was.  We were full to the doors at Great Union Road, there wasn’t a sitting to let, and the 
applications were many.  We were bound to swarm, so to speak.  At that time, too, we had a Sunday School at 
George Town, not far from the Crescent, which we held in a rented room.  Open air preaching was also car-
ried on there.  By this time other members of  our family had come to live in Jersey.  My brother Abram and I 
had sought to buy a plot of  ground at George Town for a second chapel, before the old theatre was suggested 
by Mrs.  Horwill.  However, as I passed down the street, in which the owner of  the playhouse lived, one day, I 
met him, and said, “You have the ruins of  the old theatre to sell, haven’t you?” He said, “Yes, come inside.” “I 
went in with him, when he told me several wanted it, and he gave me the price he required.  “What do you want 

The Temple Royal, St. Helier

it for?” He asked.  I replied, “We want to put up a structure there that shall be an ornament to the neighbour-
hood.” “Had you any cash in hand as a Society wherewith to buy it, Mr.  Cory?” “Not a penny; but we had faith, 
and also the confidence of  the public in us.  I went to Mr.  Moyses and told him all about the matter, what I 
had done and the price of  the site.  With great delight he said, “that is the thing!” An Elder’s meeting was called 
forthwith, the proposal was favourably entertained, and three brethren, Henry Burch, Peter Tostevin, and myself, 
were deputed to make the purchase.  I can’t enter into all the details, it would take too long, but in due time the 
splendid church, with its large school-room underneath, was completed at a cost of  nearly £5,000, including the 
organ and freehold of  the land.” 



“Well, my friend, I know all the large buildings in our denomination, but the Royal Crescent, without doubt, 
is the most imposing and majestic externally, and the most capacious and beautiful internally, of  any within our 
borders.  In short, it is the finest public structure in all Jersey.  It is a grand monument to the faith, pluck, and 
perseverance of  the Bible Christians in this sunny island.  “Who became its first Pastor?”

 “The Conference appointed Mr.  Dymond, who took the alternate services with Mr.  Moyses.  It accommo-
dates 1,200 persons, and on Sunday evenings it was filled.  Of  course we had no Salvation Army in Jersey then, 
and St. James’ Church was almost empty.  I was asked to be one of  the chapel stewards, an office I had held at 
Great Union Road for 23 years.  I gave my consent on the condition I might have the same side of  the church I 
had at the other place.  I was also treasurer of  Great Union Road Sunday School for 20 years.” 

“How long have you been steward at the Royal Crescent, Mr.  Cory?” 

“For 28 years I’ve filled that post.” 

“I can assure you, Mr.  Editor, few men have filled it more worthily.  ‘Neighbour John’ is quite a model steward 
in every sense, punctual, courteous, cheerful, and obliging.  

“You have developed a good deal as a circuit since then, Mr.  Cory, haven’t you?”

 “Yes,” he replied, “we have purchased in a central position of  the town a large and convenient house for our 
second minister, and incorporated it with the Royal Crescent Trust; we have built a good chapel at Les Landes, 
St. Martins; also purchased a chapel and school at Beaumont and paid for both; we have bought a commodious 
and beautiful house for our Superintendent at Rouge Bouillon, which is placed on the Great Union Road Trust, 
and renovated thoroughly the town churches and Gorey Chapel.  A new and spacious school room, with church 
parlour, and class rooms, were also, at Great Union Road, put up by Mr.  Baulkwill.  There was one preacher 
when I came to Jersey, now we have three, and sometimes talk of  taking the fourth.  A collection at Great Union 
Road last Sunday, I was told, was £4.2s! Our average in the two town churches per Sabbath is between £6 and 
£7.  Our missionary moneys for the past year are £193 odd, and our membership is over 590.  Outside people 
will tell you that we are the most aggressive and progressive church in the island.” 

“Haven’t you a Benevolent Society, by which means you render help to the needy poor of  your congregations?” 

“Oh yes; we allow so much a week to several aged and inform poor members, which is distributed monthly 
by our ministers.  The fund was started and the Society organised during Mr.  William Luke’s second pastorate, 
and since that time we have rendered help to the extent of  over £1,050 One of  our oldest members, Mr.  Peter 
Tostevin, is the treasurer.  The fund is sustained by the sacrament collections, annual subscriptions, tea, and 
public meeting.” 

My interview had covered a good bit of  time, so thanking him for his patience and kindness, I took my 
departure.  “Neighbour John” is on in the seventies, but he is a hale, upright, energetic old man.  Always bright 
and cheery, given to hospitality and good works, and a true “neighbour” in every respect.  His left hand does not 
know what his right hand doeth.  The shadows of  the evening are stretched out; may the nightfall tarry, is my 
sincere and earnest wish.  For when he, and other valuable members of  the Cory family depart, blanks will be 
created in Jersey Bible Christian Churches which it will be difficult to fill.

(signed K)

(taken from a Bible Christian publication dated 1861-70, pages 424-6)



Chapter 18
Betsey
1824-?

Born 1824.  In the Bible Christian records for the Circuit is to be found the baptism of Betsey, 
daughter of Robert and Alice Cory.  The date of her birth slots logically into the chronological order 
of the children of the family but when Robert died it was stated there were 8 children which does 
not include this child, so I can only suppose she died in infancy.

Chapter 19
Abram, Son of Robert
1826-1872

The eighth child of Robert and Alice.  He was born in Tresparret in 1826, so was 4 years old when 
his father died.  Abram was baptised in a Bible Christian Chapel, probably the original building 
in his home village.

I have no details of Abram’s childhood.  I know he served a butcher’s apprenticeship.  He is 
listed in the 1851 census in St. Helier, then aged 24.  He was staying at the home of his sister Jane. 
As he became a butcher I expect he served his apprenticeship with his brother in law in Jersey.  

He must have married his wife, Mary, soon after this date.  Mary was born at Linkinhorn, 
Cornwall.  So many young people in those days were leaving the West Country to visit or settle 
in Jersey, that they may very well have met each other on the island.  Or Mary’s family could also 
have come out to Jersey.  Her father lived with her before his death, one supposes after his wife 
had died, and she also had two of her sisters living with her at different times.  Mary was six years 
older than Abram.

Their first child, Elizabeth, was born in early 1854, but sadly she died just over two years later.  
There were five other children, all baptised in the Bible Christian chapel, with the exception of 
Samuel, the third child, who was baptised at his parents’ home.  

By the 1871 census Abram had his own business as a master butcher and his five remaining 
children were growing up.  He had a property at 30 New Street, it is not clear if this was home 
or shop or both.  Mary’s sister Emma Lee was with them listed as a “domestic” no doubt helping 
with the chores and also enjoying her nephews and niece.  John, the eldest was now aged 15 and 
an engine fitter by trade.  The other children were still at school. (In 1881 Mary’s sister Alice had 
replaced Emma: she was noted as “Housekeeper”.  Perhaps Mary’s health was not too good and 
she needed more than the help of a “domestic” to run the house).

The family must have moved house at some time, as they are not in the 1861 or 1881 censuses 
for St. Helier.

Mary’s father, Samuel Lee (born in Calstock, Cornwall) also settled in Jersey.  He may have gone 
to the Island after the death of his wife because her name is not on the gravestone at Almorah.  The 
grave, purchased by Abram, holds 9 members of the family including his mother, Alice, and his 
parents-in-law.  I think it safe to assume that Hannah Lee, also in this grave, was the younger sister 
by 3 years of Abram’s wife Mary.  We know that another sister, Mary, was living in Abram’s house 
at the time of the 1871 census.

I wonder if there is any significance in the fact that Alice, his Mother, is buried in his family 



grave rather than any other, if she had a special relationship with Abram, or loved his little daughter 
who died as a baby? Perhaps she was especially fond of his family.  Of course we will never know.

The inscription on the gravestone reads as follows:

ELIZABETH,
daughter of  Abram and Mary Cory 

who died August 29, 1856 
aged 2 years and 7 months 

SAMUEL LEE 
born at Calstock, Cornwall, 

died St Helier June 19th 1865 
aged 77 years 

“And the life that he lived in the flesh was a life of  faith in the Son of  God”
ALICE CORY 

born at Davidstow Cornwall 
died St Helier November 11th 1872 

aged 83 years 
“A mother indeed” 

also of  
Samuel 

son of  Abram and Mary Cory 
who died February 17th 1891 
aged 33 years and 7 months 

“And there shall be no more death neither sorrow nor crying neither shall there be any more pain: for the 
former things have passed away” 

and of  their son 
JAMES 

who died January 1st 1898 aged 37 years 
“At Rest” 

Also of  the above 
Abram Cory 

18th July 1872 a
ged 76 years 

“The memory of  the just is blessed” 
also of  

Hannah LEE 
died 29th July 1907 

in her 75th year 
“The race is won” 

also of  
MARY LEE 

wife of  Abram Cory 
who died 14 February 1911 

in her 92nd year 
“Joy cometh in the morning”

Abram and Mary’s six children were



l.  Elizabeth, baptised in St. Helier 2.2.1854.  Died in Jersey August 1856 aged 2 years 7 months.

2.  John Lee, baptised 13th May, 1855. An engine fitter according to the census taken when he was 
17 years old and living with his parents.  The 1881 census lists him living at a cafe at 4 Pier Road, 
St. Helier and described as a “coffee tavern manager”.  At some time before this date John married 
Georgina Rapsey, two years his senior, who died in May, 1930, aged 78.  He died four years later 
in April, 1938, aged 83.  They lie together at Almorah Cemetery.  Two years after Georgina (known 
as Georgie) died, he made a new will which shows a man who had had a very successful business 
life.  Georgie wrote a few lines in the album of Nellie, wife of James, the writer’s grandfather, which 
are reproduced here.  John and Georgie had three children.

 i.  Gertrude Mary.  She married Ernest Joseph Zaehnsdorf who was a bookbinder.  He later 
changed his name to Watts.  She is remembered as writing long, newsy letters to various members 
of the family every Christmas.  They had three children, one of whom died in infancy.  The other 
two were Alan, born in 1936, and Laurence.  I do not know his date of birth.  Gertrude and Ernest 
retired to Fairlight Cove, Sussex.  Gertrude was the sole executor of her father’s will.

 ii.  Marguerite, who never married.

 iii.  Ralph.  Ralph took up residence in London.  He married Maud Elizabeth Hatcher and they 
had two daughters, Margaret, born 1913 and Wendy, born 1924.  

  Margaret married Philip Knight.  Their two children are Peter Cory Knight (born 1943) who 
married Helen Broadbent, and Rosemary Jean (born 1949) who married Ronald Hastie.  The family 
is now based in Worthing, West Sussex.

  Wendy married John Portelly, a General Practitioner of Anglo-Maltese extraction (his father’s 
name was originally Portelli).  His mother was Carrie Butcher, born at South Brent in Devon.  Wendy 
and John have three children, Stephen John, born 16.12.58 who married Elaine Gibson, Elizabeth 
Mary, born 31.1.61 who married Ken Andrews, and Michael Christopher, born 16.11.66.

3. Samuel, named after his maternal grandfather.  He was baptised on 14th August 1857 at his 
parents’ house which makes one wonder if he was a not very healthy baby and unable to risk the 
journey to the Chapel;.  He died in St. Helier February 1891 aged 33.  In the 1881 St. Helier census 
he is described as cabinet maker, aged 23, born St. Helier living at 51 Aquila Road together with 
his wife Emily, aged 19 and a dressmaker.

4.  William, baptised 20th March, 1859.  So far I have found nothing more about him.

5.  James, born 1862.  He was a jeweller by trade.  He died on New Years Day, 1898 aged only 
37.  Again, I think unmarried.

6.  Mary Allice , the only girl.  (Known as Allie) baptised l0th January, 1864, died 1941.  She 
trained as a dressmaker.  Allie married her cousin Jack Cory, four years her junior.  Jack was the 
“Jewel in the Crown” of the Cory family in Jersey.  Allie loved poetry and was an especial friend of 
the writer’s grandmother Nellie Cory).  They would often swap poems they had read and enjoyed.  
There were no children.  Jack’s life and works are detailed under Richard.





Chapter 20
Moses, Son of Robert
1829-1908

The 9th child of Robert and Alice and the baby of the family, he was barely a year old when his 
father died in 1830.  I have not been able to trace any of Moses’ descendants so the only information 
I have to tell you is what I have found out from census returns and the Almorah cemetery records.  
At the age of 12 he was working as a smith, living with his Mother in his brother Richard’s house.  
No doubt Richard was teaching him the blacksmith’s trade.

Moses is in the 1861 St. Helier census.  He was then aged 32 and had become a pork butcher.  
By this time he had married Caroline Cuming, who was born in Devon.  Also in the house at the 
time of this census was Caroline’s widowed mother, Elizabeth, and Emily aged 23 (who appears 
to be a daughter-in- law to Elizabeth), Moses’ nephew John Cory (aged 16 and born in England, an 
assistant butcher), and a niece, Edith Morgan aged 5.  Edith was born in St. Helier and must have 
been a niece of Caroline as no Morgans appear in the Cory history.  Caroline’s age at this census 
is given as two years younger than her husband, although in fact she was three years older.  This 
discrepancy may be explained by the fact that in the early census returns people’s ages were often 
rounded up or down by five years.  I am basing her date of birth from her gravestone at Almorah.

1. Robert, Moses’ and Caroline’s first child, was born on October 25th of the following year, 
that is, 1862.  He only lived for 6 days and is buried at Almorah.  There were four more children, 
all born in Jersey:

2.  Kate Strickland, baptised 10.12.1864 

3.  Ernest James, baptised 11.7.1866 (records in Almorah Cemetery office give his date of death 
1866 also: this could be an error on my part as I had hardly any time at the office and may have 
copied date incorrectly).  

4.  Caroline French baptised at her parents’ house, 16.9.67 (presumably she was a weakly child 
and unable to be taken to chapel) 

5.  George Herbert baptised 17.8.1876 at the Bible Christian Chapel, Great Union Road.  (Ac-
cording to B.C.  registers: however this does not tally with his dates of death.  This is one of the 
mysteries that turn up from time to time and I think we must assume that 1876 is wrong.  (The last 
two children were baptised by the writer’s maternal great grandfather, W. E. Moyses).

Kate, Caroline and George are all listed in the St. Helier census for 1871.  Also in the census 
is Charles Cuming, Caroline’s nephew, aged 15 (born in London), who was apprenticed to his 
Uncle-in-law Moses.  Charles later married Jessie Alice Cory, who was a grandchild of Richard of 
Tresparret, and the daughter of his son John (b. 1845).

When I went to Jersey in 1987 I sent a letter to the Jersey Evening Post, the local newspaper, and 
as a result Wendy Portelly, a descendant of Abram, contacted me at my hotel.  She told me of a 
Keith Cuming living on the island who she thought was some relation of the Corys.  (I was lucky 
to hear from Wendy as she just happened to be staying in Jersey for a short break.  She actually 
lives in Wimbledon!) She remembers an Uncle Charlie (C. J. Cuming) who was a Constable in St. 
Helier.  I later met Keith myself, I was put in touch through Joyce Cory, a descendant of Thomas 
Rawle Cory in turn a descendant of Richard of Tresparret.  John Cory, Jnr.  (Jack) stood for election 
for Centenier at one point and one his two cometitors was C. Cuming (see chapter 12).



At the 1881 census the family were residing at 75 New Street - Moses and Caroline together with 
their daughters Kate and Caroline and their son George Herbert.

Caroline died at the relatively young age of 63 years 8 months in 1890.  Moses lived on for an-
other 18 years and died at the age of 79.  Their daughter Caroline never married.  She probably 
kept house for her father after her mother’s death.  Note that her middle name was “French” after 
her Grandmother Alice.  Note, also, that she died only a month after her father.  One day I must 
look up the cause of her death.

I have the Almorah cemetery records recorded as follows :-

Robert Cory, infant.  Died 31.10.1862 aged 6 days.  

Ernest James son of Moses died 14.10.1866 aged 3 years 14 days.  

Caroline Louise, nee Cuming wife of Moses Cory died 26.3.1890 aged 63 and 8 months.  

Moses Cory died 14.6.1908 aged 79.  

Caroline French Cory died 11.7.1908 aged 41.  

Geoffrey Herbert Cory died 1938 aged 83.  

Judith Anne Cory died 19.7.1941 aged 2 years.  

In 1981 I was sent a list of Corys from the Jersey telephone directory.  I wrote to the private ad-
dresses.  One very old lady replied saying that, although her name was Cory, she did not think 
there was any connection between her married name and my family.  The other person who replied 
was the wife of Geoffrey, who died in 1973. She was living at La Ferme du Saut Falluet, St. Peter. 

She told me that her husband was the only son of George Herbert Cory, who was the only son 
of Moses Cory, and she understood that Moses was the eldest of five brothers who came to the 
island from Tresparret in Cornwall somewhere between 1851-61.  They were Moses, John, William, 
James and Richard, and that she had met some of the second generation, but only knew one fairly 
well, a Miss Florence Cory, who kept a dairy business.  I am almost certain sher was the daughter 
in law of Geoffrey Herrbert who died in 1938.

 Geoffrey Herbert on the Almorah records is strange. Its obviously not the Geoffrey who died 
in 1973, and it seems unlikely to be a  synonym for his father. I have a note which says “George 
Herbert Cory of Garrison House, St. Peters, Jersey.  Married ? Robinson.  Son: G. Cory.  Died 16th 
January 1937 aged 66.”  This ties in with the St. Helier Census for 1871.  This Geoffrey Cory who 
died in 1938 aged 83 would have been born in 1855, yet does not appear on the 1871 census. I did 
have to take down the records at Almorah in a great hurry, so perhaps I made a transcription error. 
There are more mysteries! Another note states “George Herbert Cory married Elizabeth Martha 
Robinson (b. St. Helier, 24.3.1873).  He also may have married Christine Robinson, (father John 
Edwin Robinson, mother Rhoda Mildred Bernard).  There may have been two children from these 
marriages, Geoffrey Robinson Cory and Christine Robinson Cory.  A further generation produced 
a Genevieve Cory who married Manfred Zimmer.”  Perhaps one day I will sort it out!

I don’t know if any of the other children married.  The Judith Anne Cory on the Almorah grave-
stone (born 1939) is alsa a puzzle.  It seems unlikely that she was a daughter of George., so perhaps 
she was a daughter of Georges’ son Geoffrey and my correspondent, or perhaps an earlier marriage. 



Perhaps some time one of Moses’ descendants in Jersey may read this and if they do so, I would 
ask them to record any further details they may have.

A further mystery: When the writer’s father Reg Cory (grandson of William, son of Robert of 
Tresparret) went to America in the early 1950s he was determined to trace a Kathleen Cory who was 
a cousin.  This he managed to do, reporting when he got home that she was very cool and distant 
and not at all friendly.  (Rosemary Holloway’s father, Donald, son of James William, son of James, 
5th child of Robert and Alice met Kathleen and also reported her as very unfriendly).  My mother, 
now in her 90s says she seems to remember that Kathleen Cory was the “manageress” of a large 
womens’ magazine which “might” have been called The Journal.  I felt sure I had found Kathleen 
as Moses’ daughter Kate Strickland.  However , my sister, whose recollections are always better 
than mine, tells me she thinks Kathleen was one of three sisters whose father was a tailor.  Their 
mother spent her life taking in washing to eke out the family finances.  When the husband died 
they found he had been having affairs around the town for years! One sister married an explorer, 
one was a Lady Brickwood who lived on the Isle of Wight and was very old in the 1950s, and the 
third daughter was Kathleen, who went to America and became editor of Vogue magazine.  But 
would the daughter of a woman who took in washing marry a titled man or in Kathleen’s case have 
sufficient education to handle the editorship of such a large publication? It would be interesting if 
anyone could solve this.  However, since writing the above, I have looked up “Who WAS Who”.  
Brickwood was a Portsmouth brewer whose title was created in 1927.  He had married three times.  
In 1881, Lily Miller, in 1893, Jessie Cooper and in 1917 Janet Gordon.  In all, he had four sons.  His 
heir, Rupert Redvers, died in 1974.  This is obviously nothing to do with the Cory family but I am 
leaving it in this history because sometimes there is a little clue in these stories which may be of 
use to another researcher.  

I had a very large, old and rather battered mahogany veneer chest of drawers for some years 
which had passed down from my Cory grandmother.  I was told it had been bought in France by 
Moses.  Certainly it was made using metric measurements, rather than imperial, which points to a 
continental origin.  It was rather ugly as well as being large, and my husband hated it to the degree 
that he was constantly nagging me about it.  When we moved in 1985 I sold it to keep the peace.  I 
must add it didn’t fetch much, but it was a wrench for me as it had such sentimental value!

Note: February 2000.  I am told a descendant of Moses, living in Jersey, has contacted a member 
of the Cory Society.  No further details available.



Appendix - Notes on the history of the Bible Christians
 taken from the book, “The Bible Christians 1815 - 1907” by Thomas Shaw: Epworth Press 1965.

The Bible Christian Denomination lasted from 1815 to 1907.  It began in a handful of houses 
on each side of the Devon-Cornwall border, but had its roots in Methodism which developed in 
the middle of the 18th Century and then grew to such an extent that, in 1764, Wesley divided the 
100 mile long “circuit” (which preachers travelled round) into two parts, East and West, though it 
must be said the Eastern circuit, even after the division, was still large and sparsely populated, its 
quarterly meetings being held at such centres as Launceston, Port Isaac and St.  Austell.  The St.  
Austell meetings were often held in the Tudor farmhouse, Methrose, in Luxulyan Parish, the home 
of a farmer called John Pascoe, who would open his house for Wesley’s use.  These meetings were 
often arranged on moonlit nights, so that returning members could travel home, sometimes for 
many miles over the fields, by the light of the “parish lantern” (i.e.  the moon).

Two of these members were the parents of William Bryan, the Bible Christian founder, who 
was born at Gunwen farm on the edge of the parish on 6.2.1778.  When his father died in 1796, the 
18 year old Bryan (who took the name O’Bryan from a fancied Irish connection which the known 
facts do not support), who had been apprenticed to a St.  Austell draper, came home to take over 
the business his father, a clever business man, had built up of the ownership of three farms and 
the leasehold of three more.  As soon as he came of age, he was appointed Churchwarden and 
Overseer of the poor of the Parish, no doubt because he had always been connected with his local 
church - although he was also something of a nomad and adventurer and did not possess the busi-
ness sense of his father.  In 1803, he married in the romantically situated church on the sandhills 
near Perranporth, which was soon afterwards pulled down and rebuilt two miles inland, away 
from the encroaching sands.  (On the day of the wedding, the door of the sand-besieged church 
would not close, and as the ceremony progressed, a heifer entered the open door and joined them 
at the altar!).  Bryan had a good education for his day, and had a taste for theological and historical 
reading: he occasionally tried his hand at painting and engraving.  At the age of only 11, he was 
moved by religious experiences, and the story was told of his reading Wesley’s edition of Thomas 
a Kempis by the school hedge whilst the other children played around him.

At some time after his marriage O’Bryan felt the call to preach and he approached the Methodists 
to offer himself to the regular Ministry, but was discouraged - no doubt because of his family ties, the 
Methodists then expecting preachers to travel the circuit, preaching in different places.  However, he 
did preach locally to fill any absences in the parish.  He heard that there were no Methodists preach-
ing at Newquay, and went there of his own accord and formed a society there.  However, he also 
began to make his own plan of preaching appointments with complete disregard of the circuit plan, 
wandering at large on Sundays and weekdays when the opportunity occurred to preach and form 
societies in the manner of the early itinerants, the difference being that they were under discipline 
whilst he was not.  Eventually it was all too much for the Methodists and in 1810 he was expelled 
for indiscipline, ironically enough in the chapel built by him at Gunwen.  A small contingent of 
his followers chose to be expelled with him and thus a tiny, unnamed Methodist connection was 
formed, first known as Mr. O’Bryan’s People.  Leaving Newquay to the Methodists, he set off and 
began preaching on the western edge of Bodmin Moor, choosing places where the Methodists had 
failed.  He walked many miles each week and soon needed helpers, and his wife began to address 
congregations directly, so becoming the first of her husband’s many female preachers.

Later he went further East to an area around Shebbear.  This included Stratton, Bideford and 
Okehampton.  He briefly rejoined the Methodists at this time, but was soon expelled, and in Oc-
tober 1815 the Bible Christian church was formed.  In the same month, O’Bryan met a young man 
called James Thorne, one of six children of a farmer, who was to become the second leader of the 
denomination.  O’Bryan told Thorne he would be visiting Shebbear the following Monday, and so 



was invited to Lake Farm, Thorne’s parents’ home.  Following the preaching service at Lake Farm, 
22 people were enrolled as class members.  A real start for the Bible Christian connection! By 1815 
there were 11 Societies and 237 members to care for, and James Thorne was chosen as a regular 
helper, preaching his first sermon on Christmas Day 1815, and received as a local preacher on New 
Year’s Day 1816, and then advanced to the itinerancy ten weeks later.  By the end of that year, the 
membership was touching 600 and the Arminian Bible Christians, as they called themselves, had 
taken over the Methodist institutions, the class meeting, class ticket, society, the circuit, etc.  By 
1819 there were sixteen male and fourteen female itinerants, twelve circuits and a membership of 
over 2,000.

It is interesting to read the Rules, based on the original Methodist Rules of 1742.  No costly furni-
ture, sumptuous diet, card playing, and dancing.  Stage plays and fortune telling were to stop.  An 
endorsement of the Levitical prohibition against “eating blood” was encouraged.  Members were 
warned against marrying unbelievers.  A contemporary report stated, “The Bible Christian way of 
life was as plain as their dress: plain food for ordinary days, a little more for family celebrations.” Mr.  
O’Bryan constantly reiterated, “Taking the Bible as my rule and Christ for my example.” Members 
were expected to give what they could to support “True Ministers of the Gospel.”

In 1820, Thorne and a companion set up a circuit in Rochester, Kent.  Things went well and two 
new preachers were sent to help, Catherine Reed and Ann Cory, little more than girls but able to 
hold a congregation’s attention. Towards the end of 1822 some members moved to London, in-
cluding Catherine Reed, Ann Cory and Henry Freeman.  Undaunted, these young Devon country 
people soon began to offer their own form of Methodism within yards of John Wesley’s Chapel in 
City Road.  One of these, Sarah Willis, took her stand one evening in the fields between City Road 
and Islington.  Various rooms and apartments were rented, and in 1870 ·5,000 was raised to build 
Jubilee Chapel, East Street, Hoxton, where James Cory, Bible Christian Minister and grandson of 
Alice and Robert, came with his new wife some twenty years later.  (The building still stands and 
is now a BBC studio.)

By 1829 there were twenty one female and sixty two male preachers travelling the Bible Chris-
tian circuits (women were not allowed to vote at business meetings!).  The women were - had to 
be - of strong character.  Several married colleagues.  One, Elizabeth Dart, married J.H.  Eynon and 
they went off to preach in Canada and settled there.  It must be recorded that these young people 
were sadly unrewarded by the Society, earning less than 10/- per week - no greater sum than the 
Devonshire farmers, fathers of some of them, paid their labourers.

In 1821, a Missionary Fund was set up, to “send missionaries into the dark and destitute parts 
of the United Kingdom and other countries to which Divine Providence might open the way”.  In 
1872 membership was 18,438, the 12 circuits of 1819 had increased to 77, and the two or three origi-
nal chapels now numbered 560.  Male itinerants had risen from 16 to 127, but women itinerants’ 
numbers had fallen from 14 to 1.

The movement became increasingly outspoken against O’Bryan, and by 1827 some rebels had 
prepared a draft constitution which O’Bryan challenged.  At a meeting in Shebbear in 1828 Andrew 
Cory presided over a conference which virtually ousted O’Bryan, leaving his position as only that 
of Senior Bible Christian Minister.  His daughter, whatever her feelings, was bound to remain with 
her husband, Samuel Thorne.  He and his brother, James, became the two new leaders.  O’Bryan 
retired to America although he was generously treated by the Connection and made many return 
visits to this country.  He died in New York and was buried there in January 1868.

The Bible Christians continued to expand and progress after O’Bryan’s departure.  They had 
previously set up a publishing concern which, amongst other things, produced a monthly maga-



zine regularly from 1822 to which our family is deeply indebted for the obituaries printed therein.  
The first printing office was at Plymouth, but was removed to Prospect House, Shebbear, in 1829.

James Thorne had obtained a hand press whilst in London in 1822, and Samuel Thorne, as book 
steward, operated the connexial press.  When the break with O’Bryan occurred, the Thornes decided 
to move the works to Shebbear where living was cheaper.  The transaction involved the two Thorne 
brothers in debts from which they were never able to free themselves completely.

The first chapel at Lake, Shebbear, was a simple building erected in 1871, but was replaced in 
1841 with the present square galleried building which owed its inspiration to the more prosperous 
Methodist chapels of that period.  This style was used several times, of which the most ambitious 
and, perhaps, the most successful was the Royal Crescent church, Jersey, which was opened in 1869.  
The Cory family were very involved in the fund raising for this project.

James Thorne is owed an immeasurable debt by the Bible Christians.  By his influence, Bible Chris-
tian opinion followed the Nonconformist position.  Because of his belief in education, within only 
twenty years of the Bible Christian formation, a grammar school was established for the education 
of the children of the more well to do members of the Society, and for the training of the Ministry.  
As he formed the Total Abstinence Movement, the denomination became teetotal in advance of the 
rest of Methodism (though total abstinence was never imposed as a condition of membership, and 
it was questionable whether the Ministry itself was ever one hundred percent teetotal).

In fact, in 1854, the Conference warned against making teetotalism a condition of receiving local 
preachers into the plan.  It was not until 1882 that the Conference officially established the “Bible 
Christian Total Abstinence Society”.

It was Samuel, rather than James, who pioneered education.  As early as 1820 he was considering 
a school in Shebbear and looking for a master.  When he and Mary moved to Shebbear in 1829, his 
dream became a reality and Prospect House became home, print works, stationers and chemist’s 
shop, with a library and a twenty pupil school.  This attractive building is now the Headmaster’s 
house at Shebbear College.  Poor Mary! What a busy life it must have been coping with it all, to-
gether with boarding scholars and a family soon to number 13 children!

In 1841 Shareholders took over the school and the first headmaster was appointed, a Cambridge 
man from St. John’s College.  He was followed by a Baptist and then a Congregational Minister.  (It 
is interesting to note that Alice’s grandson, James, son of William, latterly became a Congregational-
ist).  James Thorne, from 1844 to 1870, lived at the school as resident Governor.  When the school 
opened, the second generation of Bible Christians had arrived to be educated in the principles of the 
denomination but, nevertheless, with their own ideas which slowly changed the original course set 
down by the rounding fathers.  Two descendants of Alice and Robert attended this school; James, 
son of their son, William, studied for his ministry there and James’ sister, Mary, sent her son to 
Shebbear for his education.

The school at Shebbear gave more to the denomination through the personal service of its staff 
and old boys than it ever received.  Its importance increased during the headship of Thomas Rud-
dle (1864 - 1909), who came from outside the Bible Christian community.  (He would have taught 
James Cory and possibly Alfred Downer).  Ruddle was unimpressed by the area, the school build-
ings, the equipment and even the discipline, but his innate abilities and strength of character made 
the school more and more widely known.  He was a great Headmaster and became known as “the 
North Devon Arnold”.  He saw the school enlarged in 1877 and renamed Shebbear College, and 
was still at his post in 1891 when Sir Samuel Way, the most distinguished of its old boys, presented 
the freedom of the Lake Estate to the College.



The success of Shebbear led directly to the opening of the girls’ boarding school at Edgehill, 
Bideford, in 1884 (attended by the daughters of Wm.  Ellery Moyses).  William B. Reed was ap-
pointed Governor, and Miss Woolridge, Headmistress: both children of Bible Christian Ministers.

The school at Shebbear had a “theological faculty” from its earliest years, and in the later period 
many candidates for the ministry received their training there, taking the General Course under 
the Head Master and the Theological Course under the Governor.

Expansion in London was slow, and carried on with “immense trouble and difficulties”.  The tiny 
membership in 1850 of 224 proved the lowest ebb, but it took 50 years to reach 1,000 - even in 1871 
with a membership of 264 in two circuits with 6 chapels, one in Waterloo Road and the imposing 
Jubilee chapel in Hoxton.  There were those who seriously doubted whether the Connection ought 
ever to have begun work in London, or attempted to continue it.  The Bible Christian strongholds 
were always found in Devon and Cornwall, and taken to Kent, London and the north by Cornish 
and Devon people when they left the West Country for work.  Many left England altogether to 
settle in Canada and Australia, where strong Bible Christian communities were set up - the pride 
of those at home but decimating the home numbers.  John Orchard visited home circuits in 1890, 
after twenty five years in Australia, thus underlining the success of the Connection there.  Many 
Cornishmen went to Australia; predominantly coal and metal miners.  Corys are certainly to be 
found in the Darling Downs about 50 miles from Brisbane.  (Colin Champ knew of a boy called 
Cory in his school, the Church of England Grammar (“Churchie”) in the 1940’s.)

Money was very tight.  The Connection wished to go to towns, but this was beyond its resources.  
F.W.  Bourne and W.B.  Reed considered that a start should be made: in Blackburn a small hall was 
procured, and John Dymond wrote that he wished they could also open in Manchester, Liverpool 
and Birmingham.  Digory Rownsefell in London based a successful ministry on preaching and so-
cial work at the “Old Vic” in Lambeth, and R.T.  Battle did the same at the Jubilee Chapel, Hoxton, 
between 1897 and 1908.  The bookroom was in difficulties back in 1850 and a decision was made to 
sell off stock, even at a loss, but things began to look up and a sign of the new prosperity was the 
removal of the Book Shop to London, (58 Fairbank Street, East Road) in 1870, and to 26, Paternoster 
Row in 1879.) Fairbank Street was later used for the house of the Jubilee Chapel ministers, and two 
of Alice and Robert’s great grandsons were born there to James and Nellie Cory in the early 1890’s.

Missionary work was often discussed at Conference, and a band of young pioneers eventually set 
sail for China.  Thomas Grylls Vanstone and Samuel Thomas Thorne (the grandson of Samuel and 
Mary) journeyed 1500 miles up the Yang-tse in 1886.  F.J.  Dymond and Samuel Pollard followed 
the next year, and John Carter and William Tremberth reached China in 1890.  Both Carter and 
Thorne died of fever before much was accomplished.  (It is interesting to see some of these names 
in the Birthday Book of Nellie Cory, wife of James Cory, Bible Christian Minister, and daughter of 
Wm. Moyses, Bible Christian Minister).

A chapel was built at Chao T’ung in 1894, but after ten years’ work in the country there were 
only three small chapels and 28 full members.

Samuel Pollard was the greatest of the pioneers in China - born in 1864, the son of an itinerant 
preacher, he was educated at Shebbear and gained a high place in the Civil Service Examinations.  
He offered for service in China and lived there in the most primitive way, though reading widely 
from books he had taken with him.  Sixteen years saw little return for all his work, but in 1904 he 
was invited to visit Miao tribesmen and found him in a mass movement to Christianity.  He first 
invented a script and grammar, and then translated the New Testament into the Miao language.  In 
the spring of 1907 he was beaten up by a mob, and nearly killed.  His memorial tablet at Camelford 



describes him as “one of Cornwall’s greatest Sons .”

When Frederick William Bourne took over the office of Book Steward and Editor from James 
Thorne in 1869, he was taking his place as the acknowledged leader of the Bible Christians and, 
as such, he was to serve for another generation.  He was born in Kent in 1830 and rose quickly to 
fame, not through his preaching talents, but by his extraordinary financial acumen.  It was said he 
could have risen far in politics or industry.  He spent only nine years on the circuits before being 
appointed Secretary of the Missionary Society, and six years later, President of the Conference.  In 
1866 he became Connexial Treasurer.  He had a first class brain, enormous capacity for work and 
excelled in administration.  He even wrote books! When he died in 1905, he had almost realised the 
target of £25,000 for the New Century Fund, remarkable for so poor and impoverished a foundation.

Behind F.W.  Bourne stood other leading ministers of the half century - William Gilbert, John 
Gammon, W.B.  Reed, Wm. Blake Lark, J.H. Batt, John Dymond, Dr. J.O. Keen, Saul Allin, Alex-
ander Trengrove, John Luke, W.K.R. Balkwill, J.B.  Stedford and many more.  The Dymonds were 
particularly close friends of James and Nellie Cory - (James being the grandson of Alice and Robert 
by their son, William).

Bible Christians were considered to a considerable extent - though not exclusively - a rural and 
provincial people; a rural Christian denomination, “a valuable factor in the commonwealth of the 
nation”.  Richard Pyke, one of the younger leaders of the Connection in 1865, was one of the honoured 
eider statesmen of the Methodist church.  He was President of the United Methodist Conference in 
1927 and the Methodist Conference of 1939, and Governor of Shebbear from 1915 1922.

1907 saw the formation of the United Methodist Church which the Bible Christians joined, thus 
ceasing to be a separate entity.


