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Gostwyck Corys 

In April I received an email from Peter Cory, a 
descendant of the Gostwyck Corys. Peter of 
Goonwidi, had been researching the history of his 
family, and had found references to them in the Cory 
Newsletters on our website. The name Gostwyck 
derides from the mother of the first settlers, Mary 
Gostwick (1772-1855 Landrake, Saltash). Peter said 
that he descends from Gilbert Cory (1812 
Holsworthy, Devon -1896 Vacy, New South Wales). 
Gilbert's father, John Cory (1772, North Tamerton - 
1855, Poughill) and mother were from Cornwall. 
John Cory came from a remarkably long line of 
Anglican ministers and can be traced back to John 
Cory who died in Holsworthy in 1692. (Pedigree 
Table H1 line AG) Articles on the Gostwyck Corys 
have featured in several editions of The Cory 
Newsletters over the years and Michael R Cory 
included a chapter on Australian Corys which 
included this family in his publication of The 
English Corys. 
 
John Cory married Mary Goswick in North Tawton, 
Devon on 22 December 1794. (Table H2/AN) The 
couple had five daughters, who don’t often get a 
mention; Elizabeth Warren, 1796; Mary, 1799; Ann, 

 

Continued on the next  page 

Edward Gostwick Cory 



The Cory Friends June 2020 Update News 4 Page 2 

Continued from  front page…. 

1803; Louisa Bridget 1805; and Sarah 
Bampfylde, 1809. Edward Gostwick Cory 
(1799- 1873 Paterson River, New South 
Wales) was the second child, baptised on 
the same day as his sister Mary, followed 
by John Johnson Cory in 1801, Henry, 
1805 who died aged 8, and finally Gilbert 
Cory, in 1812. All were baptised in St 
Peter's and St Paul's Church, Holsworthy, 
where the south aisle is lit by two three-
light windows installed in 1883 and by a 
three-light window, c.1867, in memory of 
the Cory family. 
 
In 1823, at the age of 51, John decided to 
accompany his sons, Edward Gostwyck 
and John Johnson Cory on the Allies to 
Australia. The total party included John's 
three servants, Mary Hosegood, William 
Chapman and Thomas Long (Mary and 
William married upon arrival) and 
Edward's wife, Frances neé Johnson. The 
couple had no children of their own but 
raised Emma Chapman, the eldest child of 
their servants, Mary and William 
Chapman, as their adopted daughter and it 
was a Dr F C Chapman who contacted the 
Cory Society with information in 2014. 
The actual portrait, part of a legacy left to 
Emma Chapman, is now in the care of the 
State Library of NSW.  
 
John Johnson Cory, a naval officer, aged 
22, was facing an uncertain future owing 
to the military decline after Waterloo. He 
took the option of retiring on half pay and 
a fresh start in a new country. Together, 
they took up Land Grants at Paterson 
River, north west of Newcastle. 
 
The 1828 census shows Edward 
Gostwyck Cory living at Vineyard 
Cottage on Paterson's Plains with his wife, 
the three servants his father took to 
Australia and several convicts. Neither 
John Cory nor John Johnson Cory appear 

in the census. The latter returned to 
England where he married his cousin, 
Elizabeth Gostwyck Gard (1804, North 
Tawton) at Exeter in 1836, before 
returning to Australia where he died only 
three years later. (His wife, Elizabeth, 
returned to England and died in Exeter in 
1898.) John Cory also returned to 
England, and died at Poughill on 13 May 
1855. There is a monument to him in the 
parish church at Clawton, Devon. His 
wife, Mary, died that same month, at 
Landrake on the 26th. 
 
The farm was 4800 acres with 300 acres 
being cleared and cultivated. Edward 
owned 16 horses and 320 long horned 
cattle and had the use of convicts as 
labourers. He later built a larger house 
called "Gostwick". In about 1830 he went 
north and settled on land where Tamworth 
now stands. Around 1832-33 he went 
north again and was the first white man to 
cross the Moonbi Range. He squatted on 
land near where the modern town of 
Uralla now stands and again called the 
property "Gostwick". The land included 

Frances Cory, wife of Edward Gostwyck Cory 
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Terrible Vale and Salisbury Court. He had 
no legal title to these lands but appears to 
have sold the grazing rights before 
returning to Paterson in about 1834. He 
had many problems with the convict 
workers on the farm, stealing stock, and on 
one occasion was knocked unconscious by 
one of them who attacked him with a 
spade. 
 
Edward Gostwyck Cory was a pastoralist  
and is still remembered for breeding sheep 
and rearing bloodstock on the Gostwyck 
estate at Paterson. He sold Gostwick to 
William Dangar in 1834 who bred a 
successful flock of Merino sheep for which 
the property is still famous for today. 
 
Brother Gilbert Cory arrived in Australia 
on the Elizabeth in 1830 and worked on 
John Johnson's property which he later 
inherited when his brother died. He built 
the town of Vacy on the property for his 
workers. It is probable that this was named 
after Vacye near North Tamerton on the 
Cornwall/Devon border. Gilbert Cory 
married Jeannette Georgina Rens (born 
1815, Brittany, France) in Sydney in 1838. 
The first of their ten children was Peter's 
great grandfather, John Edward Cory, born 
later that year. Jeanette died in 1854 a few 
weeks after the birth of their last child, 
Louisa Ann. Gilbert's second wife was 
Charlotte Elizabeth Haines with whom he 
had another nine children. Gilbert Cory 
died at Vacy in 1896 and is buried at 
Paterson. Charlotte later married William 
Hingston. 
 
Peter's father Arthur ‘Boy’ Gostwyck Cory 
(1911-2010) was mentioned in a story in 
the Cory Newsletter No 38, Dec 2005. 
Peter is in the process of writing his 
father's memoirs and is presently writing 
about Arthur's adventure in the Sudan in 
January 1945 as the pilot of a light bomber 
doing a night navigation exercise. The 

crew became lost in North Sudan and had 
to jump out of the plane when they ran out 
of fuel!  
 
During my research for this article I was 
surprised to see our own Jean Hayes pop 
up amongst images to do with this family. 
The search engine had not only sourced the  
August 2013 Cory Newsletter article on 
Gostwyck Corys (which included the 
images shown here) but also some other 
images from that issue, taken during one of 
our many enjoyable Cory Events, a visit to 
RHS Lindley Library.  Another visit a few 
days later and even I appeared in images 
from previous issues. Spooky! 
 
For previous articles on this family see  
Newsletters No 5; 6; 15; 
 
See also Pedigree Tables H1; H3 online 
 

Gilbert Cory (1812-1855) 
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This year has seen hundreds of events 
cancelled. One planned in Great Yarmouth 
for commemorations for the 175th 
anniversary of a tragic disaster in which 79 
people died will instead go live on May 1 
following a change of plans due to 
lockdown.  Gareth Davies, author of The 
Fall of the Great Yarmouth Suspension 
Bridge will be the narrator on an upcoming 
guided virtual tour of Great Yarmouth.  

 

Dennis Whitehead whose wife Gill, née 
Cory always keeps an eye out for Cory 
snippets for me spotted the following bit of 
news in one of the local papers. 

 

An article online from Great Yarmouth 
Mercury (29 April) quotes from a new 
book “An analysis of the occupations of the 
heads of household confirms the view that 
the majority of the families affected came 
from poorer sectors of society. This is 
borne out by the number that took up the 
offer from the bridge proprietor, Charles 
Cory, to pay for the victims’ funerals. Of 
those that died, Cory paid for sixty-six to 
have a ‘decent internment’, leaving none to 
suffer the disgrace of a pauper’s funeral. 
The cost of a child’s funeral in 1850, 

according to the Norfolk News, was 
between £2 and £4. With many working 
men earning 20 to 25 shillings a week and 
sometimes a lot less, a child’s funeral could 
plunge a family into serious debt.” 

Charles Cory was the son of Robert Cory 
(1776-1840) & Ann Preston (1777-1841). 
It was his father who built the bridge. 
Descendant Dee O’Connor Taylor, shared a 
family story in the April ‘97 Newsletter 
explaining how the bridge came about. 
Robert bought the right to operate a ferry 
across the river Bure and then obtained an 
Act of Parliament to allow him to build a 
bridge over the river and collect a charge 
for people to use it. He next persuaded 
Parliament to allow a toll road to be built 
between Great Yarmouth and Acle 
financed with other local business men. He 
then paid £4000 of his own money to have 
the suspension bridge built. 

Robert hired Mr 
Godfrey Goddard to 
build the bridge and 
it was finished and 
opened to the public 
in 1829. Dee’s 

 

 

Great Yarmouth: Charles Cory (1813-69)  
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family have one of the silver medals (see  
page 4) which were made to commemorate 
the opening.  The toll road was completed 
two years later.  

With the arrival of train travel, more 
passengers used the bridge to cross the 
river and it was widened to accommodate 
them. Unfortunately, as was discovered so 
tragically on  that fateful day, the bridge 
was not able to cope with a large crowd 
rushing to the other side of the bridge in 
order to see something so bizarre as a 
clown crossing under the bridge in a barrel 
pulled by geese.  

Charles Cory was the twelfth child out of 
an astonishing 16 born into this family but 
the only one to still live in Great Yarmouth 
at the time of the tragedy and as an 
attorney he was perhaps in the best 
position to settle accounts.  I was surprised 
that he was referred to as the bridge 
proprietor though. 

He married Mary Hanrott in Kensington in 
1841 but although there were no children 
from this marriage, one or two nieces lived 
with them, at least that is how it appears in 
the census documents of 1841 and 1851.  
As well as paying for the funerals in 1845, 
the following year Charles Cory erected 
the sea wall in front of Britannia Terrace at 
a cost of £2000.  

Charles was Town Clerk of Great 
Yarmouth between 1851-69 and is reputed 
to be the ‘Founder of modern Great 
Yarmouth’. There was a stained glass 
window dedicated to his memory in St 
Nicholas Church, in the market place but it 
was destroyed during an air raid in WW2.  

Charles Cory suffered from ill health later 
in life and moved to Switzerland. He died 
on 9 Jun 1869 in Lugano, Switzerland. 

Members of The Cory Society visited 
Great Yarmouth during the Norfolk Event 
in June 2009 but at that time there was 
nothing to mark the site of the disaster. 
This was addressed in 2013 after funds 
were raised for a memorial to those who 
died. The fund was started by a local 
woman, Julie Staff, who was saddened that 
the only memorial to the people who 
perished was a small blue plaque on a 
nearby pub wall. A smart black marble 
plaque bearing the names of all who died 
with images of the disaster now stands on 
the riverside so all who pass by will read 
and know their story. 

 

Previous articles about the disaster have 
been published in earlier newsletters: April 
97 No 12; Dec 99 No 20; Dec 2013 No 62 
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Whilst researching Australian records 
for the article on the front page I came 
across two rather unusual names in the 
death records for New South Wales 
and was intrigued to see if I could find 
out a bit more about their origins. The 
first entry was for Horatio Nelson Cory 
who died at the tender age of 6 weeks 
on 20 Oct 1849.  Further  research 
revealed that he had been born on 6 
Sept 1849 and was the son of William 
H and Martha Cory of Camperdown, 
NSW. 
 
Camperdown is now an inner western 
suburb of Sydney. It takes its name 
from the Battle of Camperdown which 
was a major naval action fought on 11 
October 1797, between the British 
North Sea Fleet and the Dutch during 
the French Revolutionary Wars and 
resulted in a complete victory for the 
British, who captured eleven Dutch 
ships without losing any of their own. 
 
Admiral Horatio Nelson (1758-1805),  
was of course a British naval 
commander in the wars with 
Revolutionary and Napoleonic France 
but unfortunately I can find nothing 
else to indicate why William Cory 
chose to give his son such a famous 
name.  
 
Sadly, not only did William and 
Martha lose Horatio but also another 
son, Isaac Preston Cory who was born 
in Hammersmith, in October 1848 but 
died in Camperdown early in 1849.  

Martha also died that year in 
September. They had been living at 
Kent Street North, Sydney. Notice of 
her death did not appear in the English 
Morning Chronicle until 11 February 
1850. It reported that she died on 20 
Sep 1849 of  influenza. 
 
The name Isaac Preston Cory pointed 
me to the correct family line back in 
Norfolk, the same Great Yarmouth 
family in the story on pages 4-5. 
(Norfolk Table A14) He was the first -
born son of Robert Cory. 
 
Isaac Preston Cory was a Fellow of 
Caius College Cambridge,  Philosopher 
and Historian and a Barrister of 15 
New Boswell Court, Lincoln's Inn. He 
also published a successful manual of 
commercial accountancy. His greatest 
interest, however, was in the ancient 
languages of the Near East, and he 
keenly followed developments in 
studies in that field. He was a lecturer 
in Hebrew at Cambridge from 1839 to 
1841. Isaac was an antiquarian who 
compiled ancient fragments and 
published them in a compendium 
called Cory's Ancient Fragments 
(1826, revised 1832) which can still be 
found online today! He was a personal 
friend of Thomas Taylor and through 
him obtained ancient fragments from 
classical Neoplatonists which he added 
to his compendium of ancient 
fragments.  
 
The Cory archives revealed that Isaac 

 

Australian Records 
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Preston Cory never married and died in 
1842. Amongst his 15 siblings, at 
number 8, was William Hanrott Cory, a 
surgeon who arrived in Australia in 
about 1849.  William Hanrott Cory was 
born in 1807 and married Martha 
Palmer of Burgh Castle, Norfolk in 
1839. They had two daughters, 
Elizabeth, in 1841, and Edith in 1842, 
before their first son, Robert Rising 
Cory, was born in October 1846.  
 
In 1995, Jocelyn Lloyd of Australia, 
wrote to tell the society about the 
misfortunes that befell William Hanrott 
Cory. 
 
William Hanrott Cory arrived here 
about 1849 and set himself up in 
Sydney as a surgeon. Not long after, his 
wife Martha died and a child, Master 
H.M.Cory [sic] died. Poor old William 
became insolvent and ended up in gaol. 
One creditor was claiming the cost of 
conducting and providing the two 
funerals.  Another creditor was Edward 
James Cory* who was also his legal 
adviser and who was unfortunately ill 
in bed, so he was writing to the court 
asking for a stay of proceedings. A Mr 
Read, cousin of the late Mrs Cory, had 
deposited a sum of money to pay the 
passage of the two remaining 
motherless children back to England. 
 
The newspaper report raises some 
questions; had they left one of the 
children at home? Three children were 
still living at that date. Sadly Robert 
Rising Cory did die in 1861, but both 
of the girls can be traced in this country 
after 1849. 

William Hanrott Cory returned to Great 
Yarmouth where in the 1851 census he 
gave his occupation as MD of The 
Colony Of New South Wales. He got 
married  the following year in  the 
district of Kingston, Surrey but I have 
been unable to confirm the name of his 
bride without sending for the marriage 
certificate. I could not find him in the 
1861 census either although his death is 
recorded in the Kingston District in 
1868. 
 
*Edward James Cory was not 
related to William Hanrott Cory, 
instead he comes from Devon and 
Cornish roots (Table H2). Born in 1815 
in Holsworthy, Devon, he was the  son 
of surgeon Samuel Cory (1740-1833) 
& Grace Pearce. The eighth of eleven 
children he left to seek his fortune in 
Australia, encouraged perhaps by his 
cousins, John Johnson Cory and 
Edward Gostwyck Cory. I was 
surprised to find their connection to the 
story on page 1-3! 
 
He set up his solicitor's office in Pitt 
Street, Sydney, and applied to be 
admitted as an Attorney in New South 
Wales on 16 Feb 1841, then the 
following year moved his office to 
King Street, Sydney. The birth of a son, 
James P Cory, was registered in 1857 
in New South Wales. 
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Leicester Corys 

A new cluster of Corys! Discovered 
earlier this year, a connection to Kent 
Corys living in Leicester. It is 
surprising that they have not been 
gathered into the Cory Archive before 
this.   
 
The English Corys Table Kent B1 
starts with John Cory and Ann Moor 
who married at Narborough in 1762. 
Pedigree line B1/LO shows William 
born 1772 at Misterton marrying 
Elizabeth Sharp in 1819 at Lutterworth 
and having Sarah, Elizabeth, Catherine, 
Henry and Mary. From that we knew 
that Elizabeth, (b 1823) was unmarried 
but had Thomas; Henry married 
Catherine Haines in 1847 and had 
William and Francis. 
 
BUT here lies a problem. Entries in 
Misterton parish records note that 
William Cory was baptised on 15 Nov 
1772, and then a William Cory died on 
7 Dec 1773.  
 
AND, the 1841 census lists: 
CORY, William M 45 1796  Leicestershire 
CORY, Elizabeth F 45 1796 Leicestershire  
CORY, Catherine F 20  1821 Leicestershire  
CORY, Henry  M18 1823 Leicestershire  
CORY, Sarah  F 14 1827  Leicestershire  

Address: Hamlet of Walcote, Misterton. 
 
Now the 1841 census is known to be 
inexact in recording adults’ ages but 
not usually by twenty years.  
 
Kent Table B1 remains as published in 
1995 so now a new pedigree table 
(Kent Table B5) begins with William 

Cory’s marriage to Elizabeth Sharp and 
their daughter  Elizabeth or Eliza Cory, 
who was born in Misterton. William 
Cory made a will in 1856. He left his 
house and contents to his wife, and all 
of his work tools and implements of his 
carpentry trade to his son, Henry, for 
his sole use. Henry and Catherine, his 
daughter, and also her husband, Henry 
Knight, inherited other cottages and 
effects. His  youngest daughter, Sarah, 
had died in 1850 having been married 
only two years previously. 
 
In the 1861 census at Misterton, 
Leicestershire, Elizabeth Cory (now 
b1791 Lutterworth) was a widow and a 
Proprietor of Houses. She had her 
daughter Eliza, a laundress, living with 
her, and her grandson, Thomas. Her 
husband, William, had died in 1857 
and his death is recorded at 
Lutterworth, aged 63, therefore his 
birth would have been in about 1794 
only two years different from the 1841 
census. His widow, Elizabeth, died on 
28 Apr 1868, aged 78. 
 
Through the census documents, I found 
that Eliza did not marry but gave birth 
to two sons, Thomas Cory, (1850, 
Misterton – 1890, Lutterworth) and 
William Cory (1861, Walcote -1907, 
Leicester). Her sons stayed with her 
until they married; Thomas, who was a 
coachman*, married Flora McMillan 
from Scotland, in 1875 at Lutterworth; 
and William married Bathsheba Martin 
née Crocker in Leicester in 1897.  
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Thomas Cory and Flora had 4 sons and 
one daughter, all born in Walcote 
although in 1881 Thomas Cory was 
working as a groom in Theddingworth, 
Market Harborough. Thomas died aged 
only 39 but their marriage resulted in 
ten descendants named Cory and one 
granddaughter called Smith to add to 
the new pedigree table.  
 
William Cory was apprenticed to Mr 
Morse of Walcote, a blacksmith for 14 
months,  before enlisting in the army at 
the age of 22. He was described as 
being 5' 6" tall, weighing 126lbs; chest 
34"; sallow complexion; brown eyes 
and brown hair; tattoos on both arms 
including Wm Cory and Ann in heart (I 
don’t know who Ann was, a sweetheart 
that he lost or perhaps a wife?); he had 
a scar on his left knee; was C of E; had 
3rd class Cert of Ed. He had previously 
been in the 3rd North Leicester Militia. 
South Staffordshire Regt. 
 
He joined at Lichfield 1883 and served 
in Cairo 83-84; Egypt 84-85; SS 
Ganges & Netley, Aug 85; Plymouth 
87. His character on discharge on 3 
May 1887 after 3 years  224 days was 
given as indifferent, yet he was 
awarded a Medal for Egypt 1884-5. No 
doubt his relative short time in the 
army was hard; he was discharged on 
medical grounds. (Unfit  Alcoholism). 
 
William must have met Bathsheba 
while in Plymouth for she was born in 
Lawhitton, Launceston District, 
Cornwall. Widowed, her first husband 
Richard Voaden Martin was over 20 
years older than her, and had died in 
1882 after only two years of marriage. 

There were no children from that 
marriage as far as I can see but with 
William she has three daughters and 
four sons. I have found three marriages 
amongst these and traced 13 
descendants from him born with the 
name of Cory.  
 
I have revisited the Leicestershire 
Corys several times in order to try and 
make a connection between William 
Cory born 1772 and William Cory 
1791 without any success. There were 
other possible Corys in that county in 
variations of the name as early as the 
1600s; Thomas Core, 1611, Barrow on 
Soar; Emet Cawrey, 1656, Newtown 
Linford; Caurey, 1622 and Cawra, 
1657, at Shepshed; Corey, Correy  and 
Corie in 1722-1801 at Dunton Bassett. 
 
The spelling of Cawra was spotted by 
Marilyn Cory in Northamptonshire 
records and as Marilyn pointed out, 
their name of Cory, pronounced with a 
strong Northampton accent can 
sometimes sound like Cawra!  Who 
knows, perhaps with time,  patience 
and a lot more research, more 
connections will come to light. 
 
* I noticed that in one census document 
Thomas Cory was described as a coach 
man, for in the April 2010 newsletter, 
Cathy Corey Oates of the USA was 
searching for descendants of TIP. 
Corey, who was advertising his Livery 
& Sale Stables. She has a copy of one 
of these flyers to share if only we can 
find the right descendant so any 
coachman named Cory is given due 
consideration. 
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Robert Woolmer Cory’s Travels 

One of the articles in last year’s 
newsletter was about the life of Robert 
Woolmer Cory and how the tragic loss 
of his wife, Frances, who died of small 
pox after giving birth to a still born 
child in 1837, caused him to change 
his life. 
 
Robert Woolmer Cory gave up the 
curacy of Rockland and his residence 
at Attleborough, Norfolk, and travelled 
to Egypt. It seemed such a strange 
thing for him to do as, although 
wealthy young men often made a 
Grand Tour before they settled down, 
Robert was only twenty-six and had 
been happily married before his loss of  
new wife and first child. Table A14 
 
Now, a year after the 2019 Cory 
Friends Newsletter went online I 
received an email from Andrew Oliver, 
who is working with several British 
colleagues in an attempt to form some 
kind of database on travellers in Egypt 
from ca. 1830 to 1870, not residents 
and diplomatic officials, but travellers 
and tourists.   

Andrew contacted me through the 
website hoping that our records might 
know of any diaries or papers that 
Robert Woolmer Cory might have 
made about the trip. Robert had six 
children from his second marriage to 
Lucy Morse but as detailed in the 2019 
issue, only the eldest, Robert Frederick 
Cory (1850-1925) marr ied but there 
were no children. I found that we have 
details of each of the siblings’ Probates 

and that Elizabeth Ann (Lily) (1854-
1937) was the last surviving sibling. 
She never married and her Probate was 
granted on 13 Dec 1937 to Rev. 
Alexander Cory  (Table A18) who was 
the grandson of John Augustus Cory 
(1819-1897), the youngest brother of 
Robert Woolmer Cory.  

Those of us who visited the Isle of 
Wight in 2016 might remember the 
visit to All Saints Church at Ryde, 
where from 1946-52, The Venerable 
Alexander Cory (1890-1973) was 
vicar. We later visited Quarr Hill 
House where he lived during those 
years and were permitted by the very 
gracious owners to look round both 
house and gardens, much to the joy of 
his granddaughter, Alison Kosowyk 
who joined us for the June event. 
(Newsletter No 70).  

I have contacted Alison and she is 
going to look through the boxes left by 
her mother, the late Kathleen B Cory, 
Scottish Genealogist, Lecturer and 
authoress of Tracing Y our Scottish 
Ancestry. Kathleen née Reed married 
Paul Alexander  Barnard Cory in 1945 
and had three daughters, Elizabeth, 
Margaret and of course, Alison.  I note 
from our archives, that as descendants 
of  the Suspension Bridge builder, 
Robert Cory, they also have one of the 
commemorative silver medals shown 
on page 4. 

Andrew Oliver wrote: 
Robert Woolmer Cory carved, or had 
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his name carved, on the Luxor Temple, 
on the Nile. And he was seen there with 
a fellow clergyman, namely W. B. 
Hurnard, whom we can identify as 
William Burr Hurnard, by another 
traveller on the Nile, the Rev. Henry 
Tattam, a Coptic scholar who was in 
Egypt, together with his stepdaughter 
Elia Platt, copying and acquiring 
Coptic Manuscripts. She wrote a book 
about their experiences. Cory and 
Hurnard were seen at Luxor with 
David Roberts (the artist) by Tattam 
and Platt, but Cory did not travel to 
Petra with him...Cory left Alexandria 
for Malta on the same steamer, the 
Megara, together with Roberts and 
Kinnear on May 23. 
 
Robert’s travelling companion, 
William Burr Hurnard, lived in 
Norfolk where, in 1869, he was a 
curate at Great Ellingham, and also 
Lord of the Manor at Hingham 
Gurneys. 

I found the following reference to 
Robert Woolmer Cory’s work online: 
Transactions of the Royal Society of 
Literature of the United Kingdom 
Ancients Cities: On the supposed sites 
of the Ancient Cities of Bethel and Ai.  

Sections written by the Rev Robert 
Woolmer Cory, MA: 
Chapter XV, p 113:  
On the Position of Shilo:  
Chapter XV, p 120; see also p 309  
 
I have written before how frequently 
inquiries about various members of 
this Great Yarmouth family arrive in 

my email in-box and how often they 
seem to end up in the same newsletter. 
Of course now there is only one issue a 
year it isn’t quite so surprising!  
 
Robert Woolmer Cory's eldest brother 
was Isaac Preston Cory see page 6-7 
and it occurred to me that all of these 
cross references might be difficult to 
keep up with. Although the pedigree 
tables are on the on website, readers 
might find the list on this page of 
names and dates for the family useful. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Norfolk Table A14 

Robert Cory (1776-1840)  
&  

Ann Preston (1770-1841) 
________________________ 

 
CORY 

1 Isaac Preston  1801-42 
2 Horace  1802-67 
3 Marianne  1803-71 
4 Harriett  1804-80 
5 William Lane  1805-07 
6 Augustus Hanrott  1806-07 
7 Ann Augusta Kenrick 1806-07 
8 William Hanrott  1807-68 
9 Charlotte Compton  1809-31 
10 Louisa  1810-48 
11 Robert Woolmer  1811-82 
12 Charles  1813-69 
13 Alexander Turner  1814-97 
14 Laura Ann  1815-76 
15 Elizabeth  1817-18 
16 John Augustus  1819-87 
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Correspondence through the website earlier 

this year has come from Nicholas Cory, a 

Norfolk descendant of the Lingwood line 

Table A33b. Nicholas would like to trace 

the parents of Moses Cory, the earliest 

ancestor in that pedigree. Although the 

birth of this Moses has been ascertained as 

1767, by means of the age given at his 

death in 1836 at Upton, Norfolk, no 

baptism has been found so far. By not 

limiting his online searches to Norfolk, 

Nicholas comes across intriguing links to 

all things Cory which he kindly shares with 

me, and therefore with you through the 

Cory Friends annual newsletter. 

In February Nicholas sent me a link to the 

Dyffryn website to a photograph of 

Florence Cory (1856-1936). You will 

remember that after her brother, Reginald 

Radcliffe Cory died in 1934, Florence 

remained at Dyffryn until her death two 

years later after which the property was 

sold. 

Nicholas also discovered a link to an online 

catalogue of coins and tokens that were for 

a sale in June 2018. Two of these were 

marked with the name Francis Cory, 1688. 

Lot No 1462 of The Collection of 

Lincolnshire 17th Century Tokens formed 

by Christopher Street included two tokens 

attributed to Francis Cory, of Long Sutton; 

Francis Cory, Farthing, 1663, and 

Halfpenny, 1668. The complete lot of 12 

coins and tokens sold for £180. Of course 

of more interest to family historians, just 

who was Francis Cory and what business 

was he in that he chose to have his own 

tokens minted? 

In the first half of the 17th century the 

copper coinage in England was in disarray. 

The King took little interest in providing 

small denomination coinage and farmed out 

contracts for minting base metal farthings 

to favoured courtiers. The result of this was 

a poor, lightweight low denomination 

coinage that found no popularity amongst 

the public. After the Civil War Parliament 

resumed the minting of precious metal 

coinage in the name of the Commonwealth. 

 

Lincolnshire Tokens 
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However, the resumption of striking low 

denomination base metal coinage was not 

satisfactorily addressed by the new 

authorities resulting in a further dearth in 

the circulation levels of small change. 

With the Royal Prerogative for minting 

base metal coin removed, market forces 

stepped in to resolve the situation with 

ordinary tradesmen and even some town 

authorities started to issue their own low 

denomination token coinage (principally 

farthings, half pennies and pennies) to 

facilitate low value financial transactions. 

These token coins were redeemable in the 

shops or premises of their respective 

issuers and were not widely circulated 

beyond the local district in which they 

were issued. So it would seem that Francis 

Cory was a tradesman. 

I immediately, and as it turned out quite 

wrongly, thought of the various Norfolk 

Francis Corys and remembered that there 

is a village called Sutton in Norfolk. On 

closer inspection of the photographs it 

became clear that the coins originated from 

Long Sutton in Lincolnshire. Checking the 

Cory Archives I discovered that we had no 

information on Lincolnshire Corys and set 

about further research online. 

The most likely Lincolnshire candidate is 

Francis Corey, a widower, who married 

Ann Jay on 2 Sep 1680 at Sutton, known 

also as Fleet. (Phillimore Marriage 

Registers, 1531-1913 Fleet Marriages 

page 141.) Fleet is a small village in the 

South Holland District of Lincolnshire, 

near Holbeach. Francis and Ann had 10 

children baptised at Long Sutton, but 

tragically only three survived their 

infancy; Francis (bap 1684); Judith (bap 

1685); Thomas (bap 1691). Lincs Table L3 

There are two parish churches in Long 

Sutton, St James and St Mary. The 

medieval church of St Mary Magdalene is 

unusual in that the tower and spire are 

detached from the main body of the 

church, a style more commonly seen on 

the European continent. The parish church 

dedicated to Saint James is also unusual in 

that the chancel and tower are 

disconnected, the nave having been 

destroyed during the Interregnum. This 

was the period between the execution of 

Charles I on 30 January 1649 and the 

arrival of his son, Charles II, in London on 

29 May 1660 which marked the start of the 

Restoration. During the Interregnum, 

England was under various forms of 

republican government when Oliver 

Cromwell was Lord Protector of England. 

Strangely, records of baptisms, marriages 

and deaths for the Corys in Long Sutton 

are often duplicated in the parish registers 

of both churches. There are Corys 

recorded in other parishes in Lincolnshire 

but the upheaval of the Civil War has 

resulted in fragmented family lines which 

lead to only three new pedigree tables. 

(Website Tables: L1; L2; L3) 

Francis Cory's son, Francis, was married 
by licence in 1712 at St Mary's, Ely in 
Cambridgeshire. His occupation was noted 
in the parish records as Gent. His bride 
was Sarah Jenyns, daughter of Sir Roger 
Jenyns (or Jennings?), whose occupation 
was listed grandly as Knt. I have not found 
any issue from this marriage. 
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A recent inquiry came via the website from  
Maria Boffey who asked if the Cory Society 
had any photographs of the garden at Ty 
Coryton, a house built by Sir (James) 
Herbert Cory Bt., son of John Cory. There is 
no record of any such photographs in the 
Cory Archives but perhaps this article will 
be spotted by someone who knows of photos 
from those early years. I found a detailed 
description of the garden online at http://
orapweb.rcahms.gov.uk/coflein/C/
CPG371.pdf  
 
Sir Herbert was born at Padstow, the 
younger son of John Cory (founder of 
Cardiff-based firm, John Cory, Sons & Co -
not to be confused with John Cory, founder 
of Barry Docks). The house was built at the 
height of the business’ success in 1900, a 
period when John Cory and Sons established 
shipping in Cardiff Docks and was 
exporting 10m tonnes of coal every year. 
 
Sir Herbert was Sheriff of Glamorgan in 
1913 and served as Conservative MP for the 
Cardiff constituency from 1915 to 1918 and 
for Cardiff South from 1918 to 1923. He 
was created a baronet in 1919. In his time he 
was a director of 35 different companies, 
and gave much of his fortune to charity, 

 

Ty Coryton Gardens  

Ty Coryton in 2010 

particularly local  hospitals. Following 
Sir Herbert’s death in 1935 the house, off 
Pendwyallt Road, Coryton, was used as 
the Civil Defence headquarters for 
Cardiff. It was later owned by the Post 
Office and then BT before it was 
purchased by Orbis Education in 2007, 
which opened an independent school for 
children with autism a year later. 
 
In 2010 the school invited John Cory and 
James Hare, great grandsons of Sir 
Herbert Cory, to visit the school. Pupils 
presented the pair with a family tree 
following weeks of student research on 
this Cory family.  John and James, with 
their wives, were given a tour of the 
house by Christine Matthews, head of 
education, and John wrote an account of 
the visit for  the December 2010 issue of 
The Cory Society Newsletter (No 53). 
 
John Philip Francis Cory was a much 
valued member of the society until 2015. 
He was one of the first participants of the 
Cory DNA Project, which focussed on 
testing the Paternal Y Chromosome. His 
line descends from Poundstock 
(Cornwall Tree: E ) and his DNA sample 
matched  that of a later participant, John 
Albert Cory, whose line descends from 
North Petherwin, (Devon & Cornwall 
Tree 3 line 6 thus proving a previously 
unknown connection between the two 
lines. 
 
Pedigree Table E1 line PP 
John Cory (1822-91) & Mary Crouch 
Table E2 line PQ 
Sir (James) Herbert Cory 1st Bt (1857-
1935) the title passed to his son, Sir 
Herbert George Donald Cory 2nd Bt 
(1879-1935) then  to his son, Sir Vyvyan 
Cory (1906-41) 3rd Bt. who died without 
issue so passed to his brother, Sir 
Clinton James Donald (1909-91) 4th Bt, 
and to his son Sir Clinton Charles 
Donald (1937-) 5th Bt. 

http://orapweb.rcahms.gov.uk/coflein/C/CPG371.pdf
http://orapweb.rcahms.gov.uk/coflein/C/CPG371.pdf
http://orapweb.rcahms.gov.uk/coflein/C/CPG371.pdf


The Cory Friends June 2020 Update 4 Page 15 



Sir James Herbert Cory 
http://st-issey-folk.co.uk 
 
Ty Coryton Gate House  
and views of the gardens 
in 2020. These excellent 
photographs were taken by 
Maria Boffey’s father 
during his daily walks 
through  the Ty Coryton 
gardens and he is pleased 
to shared them here. The 
pool on the valley floor, 
bottom left, once had a 30 
foot cascade running down 
to it. Exotic plants can still 
be found amidst the 
rampant bamboo. 
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the slope. At the top it was fed by water from an 
iron pipe, but this is now dry. It is built of stone 
and concrete, with flanking stones (some of them 
large). Between the paths there are three pools 
and cascades; below the lower path there are 
several more and the channel then curves 
westwards, ending at a pond in the valley floor. 
The lower part of the watercourse — a cascade 
— is hidden by a fallen tree. The informal, 
roughly circular pond lies in an area of light 
woodland and grass. On its north side are three 
tall wellingtonias and a bank of bamboos. Other 
specimen trees and shrubs are planted nearby, 
including box and cryptomeria. On the east side 
is a small peninsula on which there is a weeping 
willow. This, and the extensive bamboo, give the 
area a slightly Japanese flavour.  

The following brief description of the 
garden has been taken from a longer 
document compiled by the Register of 
Parks & Gardens in Wales . 
 
The garden was laid out in two 
phases. First, contemporary with the 
building of the house (pre-1915) 
there was only a small, informal 
garden around the house. The drive, 
which had a lodge on its north-side, 
at the entrance, was lined with 
conifers. It continued all the way 
round the house and only a small area 
beyond was enclosed within the 
garden.  
 
To the south and east were fields and 
a small orchard. A belt of conifers 
lined the Pendwyallt Road boundary 
south of the drive. To the north was a 
walled kitchen garden with 
glasshouses at its north end and to the 
west, an area of woodland. There was 
a pond in the floor of the valley on 
the site of the present pond.  
 
In the centre a former watercourse, 
with pools and cascades, runs down 



In the interests of history I feel  that I can’t 
avoid mentioning what a strange world we 
find ourselves in this year. How I wish that I 
had written a diary to record my doings, or 
lack of them, during this period, a sort of 
World War 2 housewife’s diary filled with 
finding provisions and not wasting food etc. 
I certainly did my bit of queuing for food 
but luckily without need for a ration book 
(Ssh! don’t tell anyone, I still have mine.)  I 
have a suitable notebook sitting on the 
window seat, accusingly unopened, but my 
excuse is that I have been too busy! 
 
I only mention it here because for the first 
time since 1995 the annual Cory Event was 
cancelled this year. A group of Corys, even 
since the dissolution of the Cory Society in 
2017, have kept up with friends and 
tradition and met up for a few days in June. 
There is a page on the Cory website  with 
photos of people who attended the yearly 
events and a full record of our activities in 
the following newsletter, usually the 
December issue. 
 
We have long since exhausted the places to 
visit with Cory connections and just look for 
interesting places in beautiful countryside. 
This year’s event was to be at Holme Lacy 
House Hotel, Hereford but of course it had 
to cancelled when the country went into 
lockdown. Our provisional booking for 
2020 has been carried forward to 2021 and 
our valiant organisers, Marilyn and Colin 
Cory, have confirmed dates with those who 
originally booked for this year’s event, 
settling on  7th – 11th June 2021.  
 
If you didn’t book for this year’s event but 
would like to attend next year contact me 
through the website or book directly through 
Warners, details on their website. 
 

 

Hereford Event 2021 

Idly looking to see if there were any 
Corys in Herefordshire, I found several, 
taking me around the country. One of 
these was Grace Cory found in the census 
documents of 1851 and 1861. She 
remained unmarried and worked at 
Lucton School, Upper Lucton, 
Leominster, Herefordshire, first as a 
simple female servant and later as the 
housekeeper.   
 
Grace Cory was baptised at Marystow on 
4 Jan 1804 and was the daughter of John 
Cory, bap 1773 Bratton Clovelly, Devon 
—1829 Stowford, Devon, and Grace 
Hamlyn born about 1778 in Coryton, 
Devon (where she married John Cory on 
11 Feb 1800 and also where she was 
buried five years later on 4 Nov 1805. 
The couple had two other children: 
Samuel in 1800 who died in 1802; and 
Mary, bap 1802. 
 
When their father John Cory died in 1829, 
under his will, Mary and Grace received 
thirty shillings each, payable each year  
for their natural lives out of the profits of 
his household estate called Raddon 
Allerford in the parish of Marystow ‘as 
long as it continues’. (Researched by Ida 
Birch, March 2015) 
 
In 1881 Grace was still working. She was 
now 77 and a housekeeper for Charles C 
Walkery, a Clerk In Holy Orders Without 
Cure Of Souls at Treaford Lodge, 
Lansdown Road, Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire. Also in the house was 
his wife and two spinster daughters, plus 
a footman, housemaid and cook. Grace 
died four years later. Devon Table  K4 

~~~~~ 
In the 1901 census, newly married 
Sydney Cory (born 1879, Plymouth, 

 

Co-incidences  
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Cornwall) was living with his wife 
Elizabeth née Teague, 22, born 
Llanvetherine, Pembrokeshire, Wales. 
Their first child, Grace Ivy was born in 
Mordiford, Hereford in 1902, followed by 
Florence Alice in 1904, and Sydney George 
in 1905 (See Newsletter April 2005 for  
information on Sydney George Cory’s 
MBE). Both of these children were born at 
Lugwardine, Hereford. 
 
Their father was a coachman evolving with 
the times to chauffeur and perhaps 
changing employers as the next two 
children were born in Watford and the 
following three registered in the Bridge 
District of Kent but he returned to Hereford 
where he died in 1972.  Woolsery Tree 1D 
 
Another co-incidence, because Ida Birch 
descends from the Woolsery Corys and as 
Devon and Cornwall Co-ordinator created 
many pedigree tables for these counties and 
contributed so much  to the Cory Archives. 

~~~~~ 
Families with the spelling of Corey, feature 
more often in Herefordshire. Yet, most can 
be traced back through the marriage of 
Henry Corey, son of  Henry Corey, on 21 
Sep 1857 to Mary Ann Powell, daughter of 
John Powell at Gloucester. 
 
His father, Henry Corey,  whose name we 
know only from his son’s marriage record, 
does not appear in the 1841 census, and I 
didn’t find his death record so there are no 
dates to work from. His mother is Sarah, 
which we learn from the 1841 census in 
which she is working as a charwoman in 
Northgate St, Gloucester with James, 
(1821) Catherine (1824) and Henry (1826) 
and lodging with Thomas Mantle. She is 
not marked as widowed but aged 40 and 
born in Gloucester. She died in 1859. 
 
Her son, Henry Corey, (1826-1915) and 
Mary Ann née Powell have 5 children: the 

first, Henry, is born in Gloucester in 1859  
but the remainder: Sarah Ann, 1860; 
George, 1864; James, 1867; and William, 
1871, are all born in Hereford where Henry 
worked in a timber yard. Mary Ann died in 
1875 and Henry died in 1915. His probate, 
dated 1917 lists his effects as £414.14s.4d. 
His son Henry is linked to the probate and 
his occupation is given as Relieving Officer 
and registrar of births and deaths.   
 
His brother, James Cory, (1821-79) 
became a policeman and married Sarah 
Rees from Lydney, Glos, in 1842 at 
Chepstow. They had three sons and three 
daughters before 1852. Sarah and the last 
born, William Henry Cory, both died that 
year in Cirencester.  
 
James next married Frances Meek, born in 
Bergh Apton, Norfolk, at Cookham, 
Berkshire in 1856. A surprising mix of 
counties.  
 
Related or co-incidence? An early record in 
the Cory archives has Rebecca Cory, born 
1684 (Norfolk Table A14) married to John 
Meeks at St Mary at Coslany, Norwich, 
Norfolk on 27 July 1712. Also in the 
archives, William Cory married Elizabeth 
Meek at Postwick, Norfolk in 1731. 
Records note that they were both from 
Plumstead Magna, although they have not 
been attached to a pedigree table as yet.  
 
Together with James, Frances had 5 sons 
and one daughter within the next 11 years. 
Of these 6, I have only found marriages for 
two: William Sydney Meek Corey, 1859 
Shipstone, Glos, who married a girl from 
Lowestoft, Ellen Jane Taylor, in 1879 at St 
Margarets, Lowestoft; and Edward James 
Meek Corey (1865-1927) who married an 
Irish girl, Margaret Logan, in 1894 at 
Salford, and settled in Lancashire. There is 
more work to be done here and new 
pedigree tables to be drawn. 
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I am pleased to report that the Cory Archive continues to attract visitors. At the 
time of writing we haven’t quite reached the end of June but it looks as if there 
will be fewer visitors this month than in June last year. The majority of visitors 
over the year have been from the United Kingdom (1065); followed by 286 
from the United States; 54 views from Australia; Canada a little bit less at 47; 
New Zealand, 24; Belgium, surprisingly, 23 views (I can’t remember any 
connection there); and 17 views from Spain. I won’t go into further detail and 
list the countries that have under ten views, but every viewer is welcome and the 
information gathered over the years by diligent Cory researchers is still being 
accessed. 
 
The most rewarding thing of course is that people can get in touch asking for 
help and in return the Cory archives receive more information which prompts 
further research, adding more names to our database and sometimes new 
pedigree tables. The list of individuals has now reached 14,261 with 4,620 
marriages.  The name that appears most in the archive is plain John Cory, we 
have 291 of them, followed by 191 just William Corys and only 98 simple 
Richard Corys. It makes it SO much easier when looking up these names if you 
have a wife’s maiden name to go on! 
 

Website Visitors 2019-2020 

Copyright of this publication remains with contributors and the editor, and should not 
be reproduced without consulting first, this includes pictures. 


