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Sydney George Cory MBE (1905-1990)  

Sydney George Cory MBE (1905-1990) 
was the son of Sydney George Cory 
(1879-1972) and Elizabeth Teague (1879-
1952). He was one of eight children. His 
father was born in Plymouth and descends 
from one of the many Cory branches of 
Cornwall. His pedigree can be found on 
the Cory Archive website (Woolsery Tree 
1D) and can be traced back to Francis 
Cory (1724-1806 Bradworthy, Devon) 
who married Mary Turner of Bradworthy 
(1722-1802). 
 
The photo on the right was taken about 
1913-1914, and shows his father, Sydney, 
his sisters, Florence and Gladys standing; 
seated are Sydney junior, his mother, 
Elizabeth (née Teague) with baby Elsie on 
her lap, Ethel, and Horace.on the ground. 
Not in the photo, Evelyn who was born in 
1915 and John Cecil born in 1923. 
 
Sydney George Cory (1879-1972) was a coachman working around Cardiff and 
Hereford until he was forced to move away following a mass laying-off of staff when 
the Wilcroft estate in Mordiford was sold. He then went to London to “learn the 

 



The Cory Friends June 2019 Update News 3 Page 2 

Continued from  front page…. 

motoring.” The family followed when he 
secured a position in Watford in 1906 as a 
chauffeur to Major Hawkshaw RA. 
Sydney George Cory junior was born in 
Lugwardine, Hereford, where, in the 
previous year, his sister Florence was 
born. The family moved onto Kent around 
1911 and some time in the 1930's they 
moved to Maidenhead in Berkshire before 
moving again to Burnham in 
Buckinghamshire. 
 
Young Sydney served in the Royal Navy 
from c 1920-1953. Russell Cory joined 
the Cory Society in 2005 and it was from 
him that we learnt that he had recently 
traced some estranged relatives who had 
been a rich source of information on his 
grandfather, information that included 
Sydney's memoirs. (See Newsletter April 
2005). Sadly, the last we heard from 
Russell was in 2006 after announcing the 
birth of his first child. 
 
Navy records show that Sydney had dark 
brown hair, brown eyes and a fresh 
complexion, with a scar on his left thumb 
and a birthmark on his left thigh. At 18 
years of age, he was 5 foot 5 inches tall 
with a chest measuring only 321/2 inches 
yet after four years he had only grown 
another inch in height and put an inch and 
a half on his chest! He actually joined on 
12th January 1922 as a boy rating and was 
on the Ganges until 30th April 1923. Ships 
he served in started with HMS Ramillies 
in May where he made Able Seaman at 
the beginning of April, moving on at the 
end of the month to training at HMS 
Pembroke I. Other postings include HMS 
Columbine (Valentine) HMS Greenwich 
(Valentine) HMS Vernon, and HMS Ajax. 
I was able to find all of this information 
online from a copy of his Naval Record 
and this is now attached to his records in 
my Cory Archive. 

Sydney George Cory is on a list for 
Gunners (T)  promoted 18 Dec 1939 and 
Acting Commissioned Gunners (T) dated 
1945. The abbreviation Ch (Chatham) is 
alongside these records. The title MBE is 
included from 1942 onwards although I 
have not found his name entered on any 
listing of MBE's granted from 1942-1955. 
 
Electoral registers for 1930 and 1931 
show that he was living at Wilcroft, 
Orchard Avenue, Slough. These also 
reveal that his Naval identification 
number was C/J 105311 and that he was a 
Leading Seaman. 
 
My recent research into this particular 
Cory arose once again from an inquiry 
from the website.  I was contacted by 
Simon Parsons who has a firm that deals 
in militaria and had purchased Sydney’s 
uniform. He was hoping that our archives 
would provide details about Sydney’s  
naval records and perhaps provide a 
photograph of  him in his uniform.  
 
The records that we have in our archives 
on this branch of the Woolsery Tree  
originated from Russell Cory who wrote 
about his great aunt Florence Alice Stuart  
(née Cory) for our April 2005 Newsletter, 
No 36, page 4, Cory Centurian-101 Years 
Young. Sadly Florence died later that 
year, on 14 July. The article included 
pictures of Sydney and Florence including 
the one on the front page but none of 
Sydney in his naval uniform. 
 
Russell’s membership was not long in 
duration but during the time that he was 
with us he participated in the Cory DNA 
Project. His Woolsery-line sample proved 
a close match to one from West Putford 
and so made a valuable connection that 
had not been shown previously in any 
paper documents. 
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Riegels and the Stratford Corys 

In early December Lisa Riegels e-mailed,  
 
In the 1861 Census, my husband's great 
grandfather was listed as a boarder in 
the home of John and Ann Cory in Old 
Stratford. We also know that in the late 
1800s early 1900s there was a W. Riegels
-Cory Wine Merchants at 7 Station 
Bridge in Harrogate. Do you know if 
your John Cory (1805-1865), married to 
Ann, first child also called Ann, was a 
partner in the W Riegels-Cory wine 
merchants (photo taken at 7 Station 
Bridge - current location of Saranda 
Restaurant - possibly William and John 
in front)?  If so, do you know the dates 
the business was operating?  And if his 
daughter, Elizabeth (c1842-1892) was 
married to Benjamin Hubert William 
Riegels and had a daughter Kathleen 
Charlotte Elizabeth Riegels Cory 
(husband Benjamin Ryder)?  
 
I found no records for William Riegels 
before the 1861 census document which 
listed him as a merchant's clerk boarding 
with John and Ann Cory at 153, Colmore 
Street, Birmingham, Warwickshire. John 
Cory at this time describes himself as an 
agent but the enumerator does not expand 
on this.  
 
Going back to the census of 1851 John 
Cory (1805 Old Stratford-1865 Edgbaston) 
was a rich farmer of 460 acres employing 
24 labourers) at Shottery, Old Stratford. 
Marilyn Cory did a huge amount of 
research on this family in preparation for 
our Cory Event in 2015. As we know from 
that research the property in his father's 
time was even more extensive but lots 
were sold off in 1835. However, in 1857, 
John Cory was described in Aris's 

Birmingham Gazette, 14 December 1857, 
as a shopkeeper, and was listed under the 
heading of Assignments,  following under 
the section above of a list of Bankrupts. 
Later, found in the Leamington Spa 
Courier, 16 January 1858: Notice that the 
creditors of John Cory of Shottery may 
receive a first dividend of three shillings 
and four pence in the pound.  
 
I suspect therefore that John Cory was in 
dire straits in 1861 and may have taken 
William Riegels as a boarder to 
supplement his income, perhaps having 
met him whilst he had his shop. 
Alternatively, John Cory could have taken 

W. Riegels-Cory Wine Merchants  
7 Station Bridge in Harrogate. 

Continued overleaf 
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a liking to a personal young man. Elizabeth 
Cory, the daughter who was to become 
William Riegels' wife, wasn't at home in 
1861 and I can't find her in that year's 
census at all, nor can I find her other 
siblings- only the eldest daughter, Ann, 
aged 29 is left at home. It seems strange 
that most of the children should be missing 
from the 1861 census as none of them were 
married at that date and, if out to work, 
surely they would have been employed 
separately making the possibility of all of 
their surnames being incorrectly 
transcribed unlikely. A mystery! 
 
On 21 June 1862, the Hampshire 
Advertiser, reported that John Cory of 
Shottery was one of 10 people elected out 
of seventy proposed to the Agricultural 
Benevolent Institution. He was described as 
one of the male pensioners: there were also 
married candidates and widow candidates 
amongst the lucky ten selected for relief. 
He died only three years later. 

 
A notice in the Shepton Mallet Journal 
dated 14 January 1870 listed the marriages 
of Mary Cory to John Thomas and that of  
her sister, Elizabeth Cory, at Wells 
Cathedral. Elizabeth Cory’s notice is a 
follows: 
The second daughter of the late John Cory, 

of Shottery, near Stratford-on-Avon. Jan. 6, 
at the Cathedral, Wells, the very Rev. the 
Dean, assisted the Rev. R. E. Wallis, D.D., 
Benjamin Hubert William, only son of 
Benjamin Riegels, of Aix-la-Chapelle, to 
Elizabeth Cory. 
 

Aix-la-Chapelle, is today a spa and border 
city in North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany. 
It had been previously part of France but 
became part of Prussia in 1801. The Lower 
Rhenish Music Festival was held there for 
over 112 years. Performers there included 
Frederic Chopin in 1834; Jenny Lind in 
1846, directed that year by Felix 

Mendelssohn; and  in 1857 Franz Listz. Yet 
that part of Europe became troubled. The 
Austro-Prussian War or Seven Weeks' War 
was a war fought in 1866 between the 
Austrian Empire and the Kingdom of 
Prussia. The country was again plunged 
into a short war, the Franco-German War, 
also called Franco-Prussian War, (July 19, 
1870–May 10, 1871), in which a coalition 
of German states led by Prussia defeated 
France. Where did this leave our Mr 
Riegels? Letters re Naturalisation were 
obtained a few months before September 
1886, This was reported in Knaresborough 
Post, (25 September 1886, Page 4) to verify 
Mr Riegel-Cory being able to vote, yet in 
the 1861 census of course he had declared 
that although born in Prussia he was a 
British Subject. 

 

There was a court case in 1884 brought by 
Riegels-Cory against a neighbour for loss 
of light in his property This property was 
described as a grocer's shop in 1879 when 
Riegels-Cory leased it. This was at Station 
Crescent, Harrogate. I was interested to 
read in one of the articles that William 
Riegels-Cory was away abroad from 5th -
17th January in 1884 when the alterations 
causing his loss of light occurred. 
 
I don't think that any male Cory was a 
partner in Reigels-Cory Wines. Elizabeth's 
father had died in 1865, five years before 
she married William Riegels. Her brother 
John (1832-1918) went to Australia where 
he married in 1867; and her other and 
youngest brother, Charles, was a chemist's 
assistant living in Soho in the 1901census 
and had never married. It was her sister, 
Mary Cory, married to John Thomas who 
provided a home and employment to their 
mother, Ann Cory née Gamble, and also to 
her sister, Emily Cory, at the school which 
he ran in Cathedral Green at Wells. Also 
lodging at Wells in 1871 was sister Helen, 
whose occupation was a governess.  
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William and Elizabeth had only one 
child, a daughter, Kathleen Charlotte 
Elizabeth Reigels-Cory born at 
Torquay in 1872. Following her 
mother’s death in 1892, Kathleen 
married Benjamin Ryder, from 
Hunslet, in 1893 at Harrogate. They 
had two daughters,  Kathleen Thelma 
E Ryder in 1894 and Margaret 
Dorothy Ryder in 1896, both born at 
Harrogate.  
 
Sadly, Benjamin Ryder died in 1898, 
so by the time of the 1901 census 
Kathleen had returned home to live 
with her father at Station Bridge, with 
his second wife and their children. For, 
in 1894, William had married Annie 
Louisa Powell.  They had three sons; 
William Powell Riegels, 1896; Ernest 
Rudolph Riegels, 1901; and then Basil 
Carl Riegels in 1905. You might 
expect that the business would have 
been doing well as they had two 
servants and a German governess, yet 
advertisements placed in the local 
paper towards the end of  1905 and 
beginning of 1906 hints at a change. 
Reigels’ stock was offered at reduced 
prices by ‘private treaty’ and the 
contact nominated for the sale was 
Trustee B J Dawson, Accountant.   
 
Benjamin William Reigels died in June 
and was interred at Hampsthwaite 
Cemetery on 26 June 1907.  
 
The Pedigree Table for the Cory 
family in this article is Shottery S1. 
 
 
 

 

 

A search of the National Portrait Gallery 
website revealed 8 Corys in their collection.   
 
Evangeline Cory Booth (1865-1950)  
daughter of William Booth, General of the 
Salvation Army. Despite the Cory name, 
there is no family connection only friendship. 
 
Bob Cory, Performer. I found one theatre 
poster which included him in a show but 
found no personal details. 
 
Sir George Norton Cory (1874-1968) Born 
in Evanston, USA.  Lieutenant-General. 2nd 
husband of Laura Dinwiddy. 
 
Sir (Herbert George) Donald Cory, 2nd Bt 
(1879-1935) Son of Sir James Herbert Cory, 
1st Bt.  Cornwall Tree E2 
 
Gertrude (née Box), Lady Cory, Wife of 
Sir Herbert Donald Cory, 2nd Bt; daughter of 
Henry Thomas Box. Cornwall Tree E2 
 
Valerie Donald (née Cory), Lady Gane 
(1905-2001) Married [1] William Woollard 
[2] Sir Irving Blanchard Gane; daughter of 
Sir (Herbert George) Donald Cory, 2nd Bt.  
Cornwall Tree E2 
 
Evan James Trevor Cory (-Jones) (1863-
1957) Lieutenant-Colonel and surgeon. 
adopted the name Cory on his marriage to 
Hilda Cory, daughter of Richard Cory & 
Emily née Vivian. Tree Devon D4 
  
Winifred Cory (née Graham) (1873-1950) 
Novelist; wife of Theodore J. Cory Devon 
Tree D4 
 
Robert Francis Preston Cory (1885-1961) 
Surgeon Rear-Admiral.Son of Charles Page 
Cory & Grace Gross Gt Y armouth Tree A17 

 

Corys in the  
National Portrait Gallery 
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Robert Woolmer Cory was the son of 
Robert Cory and Ann née Preston and his 
pedigree can be found on the Cory website 
under Norfolk Pedigree Tree A14/A15. His 
parents married at St Nicholas Church, Gt 
Yarmouth on 22 May 1800. His father was 
the Registrar of Yarmouth Admiralty 
Court, Capt. of Militia 1803, and 
commanded a company of riflemen, F.S.A., 
F.H.S., Mayor of Gt.Yarmouth 1803. They 
lived at Burgh Castle near Yarmouth. 
(Extracts from his "Momento Vivoram" 
1803.) There is a monument in Lambeth 
Cemetery, London and another in Gt 
Yarmouth Parish Church in his father’s 
memory. 
 
Robert Woolmer Cory was the ninth child 
out of 13 children, eight of whom were 
sons, each of whom did well in their 
chosen professions, tutors, architects and, 
like Robert Woolmer Cory, clergymen, 
Only two of his sisters married. By a 
strange co-incidence, I also received a 
request for information on another member 
of this Gt Yarmouth family on the day 
before this one. It was for Robert Woolmer 
Cory's brother, Alexander Turner Cory's 
son, Isaac Rising Cory, who was a doctor at 
Shere in Surrey. 
 
Robert W Cory was educated at Thetford 
Free School, with Mr Ward (1822) and 
then at Pembroke College, Cambridge, 
(Oct. 1830) He obtained his BA in 1834 
and was ordained deacon on 10 Feb 1835, 
by the Bishop of Rochester. Ordained 
Priest, Dec 1835 by Bishop of Chichester. 
Vicar of Horsey next the sea, Gt Yarmouth, 
Norfolk 1853-56. Patron Robert Rising 
Esq. (Tuesday 23rd Instant at Horsey, 
Norfolk by the Rev Robert W Cory: 
Officiated at the marriage of George S 

Frederick, Esq to Emily Caroline, only 
daughter of Robert Rising of Horsey. See 
The Times Sep 25 1851. 

 
On the 24 May 1836 at Docking he married 
Frances Mary Hare, daughter of the Rev 
Humphrey John Hare and his first wife, 
Mary Pattenson. Frances Mary Hare was 
born on 11 June 1809 at Garboldisham, 
Norfolk. Tragically, Frances died of small 
pox after giving birth to a still born child in 
1837. We know that Robert Woolmer Cory 
gave up the curacy of Rockland and his 
residence at Attleborough, Norfolk and 
went to Egypt, Syria, Jerusalem, the seven 
churches, Petra and other places in Asia 
Minor and Greece. He returned in 1840 and 
took a curacy and lived at Blundeston 
Parsonage with his sister, Laura. 
 
Some time after the death of Frances a 
beautiful monument, and said to be an 
admirable likeness of Frances, was erected 
in her memory at Docking Church. It is 
attributed to Bonomi although this has 
since been disputed owing to dates. Cory 
Archives quote the reference 
MS.Add.9389/2, Joseph Bonomi, non-
family correspondence:[159-167]  Isaac 
Cory (1835-41); [168-183] John Cory 
(1836-73). Robert W. Cory's younger 
brother, John Augustus Cory, (1819-1887) 
was an architect who in 1842 entered into a 
partnership with Ignatius Bonomi so this 
might be the connection. (Ignatius Bonomi 
(1787–1870) was an English architect and 
surveyor; Joseph Bonomi the Younger (9 
October 1796 – 3 March 1878) was an 
English sculptor and artist. ) Between 1840 
-1842 Robert Woolmer Cory lost both of 
his grandparents, his father and his eldest 
brother. In 1842 his eldest brother, Isaac 
Preston Cory died and was interred in the 

 

Robert Woolmer Cory (7 Oct 1811 - 9 Aug 1882) 
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family vault at 
Gt Yarmouth. 
This could 
have spurred 
Robert 
Woolmer Cory 
on to making a 
permanent 
memorial to 
Frances. 
 
In 1849, in the 
District of 
Mutford, 

Suffolk, Robert Woolmer Cory married 
Lucy Morse. Strangely, I have not as yet 
found the marriage in any parish record but 
the Cory Archives has the date of marriage 
as 24 April 1849. On 6 June the following 
year their son, [1] Robert Frederick Cory 
(1850-1925) was born. He later became 
vicar of Blundeston and, the only one to 
wed, married Emily Henrietta Yorke in 
1879. I found no children present in any of 
the census documents on this couple so 
presume no issue. Interesting notice found 
for him:  03 September 1892 - East Anglian 
Daily Times - Ipswich, Suffolk, England: 
CHAPLAIN WANTED. September instant, 
at eleven o’clock in the forenoon, proceed 
to elect a CHAPLAIN to the said 
Workhouse, the room of Rev. Robert F. 
Cory, resigned. Candidates are requested 
to forward their testimonials to the Clerk 
on or before Monday, the 12th day of 
September instant. Robert was appointed to 

Higham Gobion in 1893. 

 
Next came [2] Elizabeth Ann (Lily) (1854-
1937) who never married and incidentally 
provided information on this family which 
found its way into Cory archives. [3] 
Alexander Ramey Cory (1858-1913) was 
also ordained and had several curacies 
including C. of North Cadbury, 
Somerset,1888-91. Remained without cure, 

living at Blundeston parsonage, Lowestoft, 
until his death. [4] Edith Mabel Cory (1860
-1914) never married. [5] Charles Philip 
Cory (1861-1866) accidental death. Fell 
over the banisters [6] Horace St Clair 
Cory (1864-1891) In 1881 he was 
training to be an architect and living with 
his uncle John Augustus Cory in 
Botcherby, Carlisle. Death in 1891, age 27, 
registered at Poole. Will obtained; died at 
South Lytchett Manor, Poole, Dorset but 
formerly of 139 Beaufort Street, Chelsea, 
the same address as his friend John D. 
Maddock Crawley to whom he left his 
Architectural Books, papers and 
implements. Bequests also to his brothers, 
Robert Frederick Cory & Alexander Ramey 
Cory and sisters, Mabel Edith and 
Elizabeth Ann (Lily). Rev. Robert 
Frederick Cory sole executor, probate 
granted 8 May 1891. Effects: £8900.9s.7d. 
.His Will, proved by Rev. Robert Frederick 
Cory, son and Frederick Morse of 
Lowestoft, Suffolk, brewer (presumably 
brother-in-law) on 5 Oct 1882. 

 
Robert Woolmer Cory was buried at 
Blundeston on 12 Aug 1882. His memorial 
stone also bears inscriptions for his wife, 
Lucy, and his son, Robert. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. 

Photo courtesy of LindaB at FindAGrave 
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Dr Isaac Rising Cory (1860-1945) 

 
I had an inquiry through the Cory 
website concerning Dr Cory and 
asking if we knew whether he kept 
any diaries. This was in connection to 
when the Shere scout group that he 
set up was first formed.  

 
Dr Isaac came from a family of 
thirteen children born to Alexander 
Turner Cory (1814-1897) and Mary 
née Hampshire; the boys all grew up 
and went into various professions and 
several were very successful medical 
men, some of whom worked abroad. I 
should point out here that Robert 
Woolmer Cory who features in the 
previous pages was his uncle. I swear 
that I haven’t featured this familial 
connection (and a Norfolk one at that) 
on purpose, it just happened that a 
second inquiry came from the website 
for this same Great Yarmouth family. 
 
Our records show that when Dr Isaac 
Cory retired the people of Shere 
donated £350 to his retirement 
present. The picturesque rural village and 
parish of Shere, to the south of the North 
Downs and on the River Tillingbourne, 
had a population of 2,430 in 1911. 
According to the 1911 census and The 
Medical Register for 1913, Dr Cory was 
still living at Shere and the earliest date 
that I can find a connection between Dr 
Cory and Shere scouts is a newspaper 
report of 1914. He was also working 
unpaid for the British Red Cross Society 
Volunteers between 1914-1919 at 
Newlands Corner Hospital, Merrow 
Downs, Guildford at this time but we 
don’t know the exact date when he left 
Shere. 
 

Upon his retirement Dr Cory retired to 
Rick Pasture, Stoke in Teignhead, Devon, 
where he lived with two of his unmarried 
sisters. They both died before him and we 
should also remember that in 1945, WW2 
was drawing to an end. Probate was 
granted in 1945, to one of his last surviving 
brothers, Alexander George Cory, a retired 
planter from New Caledonia who died five 
years later in 1950. We know of only one 
daughter recorded for Alexander, Elizabeth 
Cory, and little is known of her as she 
appears to have been born whilst her father 
was working abroad. So no hope of tracing 
her to ask if her father had kept any of Dr 
Cory's possessions.  

 

 

Dr Cory proudly wearing his scout uniform. 
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The information that we hold in the Cory 
Archives on Dr Isaac Rising Cory's life in 
Shere comes mainly from the Shere 
Museum, which was discovered through 
the talk given there by Mark Cory, Dr 
Cory's great nephew, and later posted 
online. This was followed by a visit by 
Jean Hayes, Hon Sec of the Cory Soc., in 
2012 resulting in an article about Dr Cory 
in our newsletter (No 57, pages 4-11) in 
April 2012. The photographs in the article 
were supplied by Shere, Gomshall & 
Peaslake Local History Society: Shere & 
Gomshall W I Scrapbook 1949 and Shere, 
Peaslake & Gomshall Parish Magazine Dec 
2011. 
 
The following year, a visit was made to 
Shere by several Cory members during our 
Surrey Event. Members who attended this 
event in June 2013 would have met Dr 
Cory's great nephew when he joined us in 
Shere, at the museum and afterwards for 
lunch, but he didn't keep in contact after 
2014. The visit was reported in the Cory 
Society Newsletter (No 61, August 2013).  

 
I was able to find newspaper articles online 
which reported that Dr Cory took scouts to 
a camp at Goring (on-Thames) and was 
awarded the Medal of Merit. It was a two-
day hike  to Goring, and he also took the 
scouts to jamborees at the Alexandra 
Palace, Wembley and Denbies. For use on 
such expeditions, he designed an ingenious 
truck which turned into a table and stools, 
with camping gadgets attached. A Cory 
Trophy was presented every year to the 
scout who wrote the best account of a hike. 
Dr Cory was said to be very proud of his 
row of silver stars on the dark green patch 
that was a well-known feature of his 
uniform. There seems to be 15 or 16 stars. 
Once again, there is no date on any of the 
photos that we received.  

 
In 1907 Baden-Powel held a camp at 

Poole, Dorset, with 20 boys and the 
magazine Scouting for Boys was published 
the following year. I found a reference 
online to a Scout census dated January 
1910 which netted tens of thousands of 
names but unfortunately no further record 
survives so it could simply have been a 
record of the magazines circulation 
numbers. 

 
The earliest that I can find a scouting 
reference to Dr Cory in a newspaper report 
is in the Surrey Advertiser 3 June 1914 at a 
Whitsuntide Camp at Newlands Corner.  
Mentioned in the article is Assistant Scout 
Master H Killick. I found a Horace Albert 
Killick, son of Edgar and Maria Killick 
living at Mitre Cottage, Shere in the 1911 
census. Horace Killick was born in 1899 
and one of eight children. I suspect that Dr 
Cory would have been well known to the 
family! I suppose it is possible that Horace 
would have been promoted to assistant 
scout master by 1914 as he would have 
been about fifteen. In those days many 
young people were out to work at that age 
and of course many men would have been 
called up for the First World War. I found 
an army service record for Horace Killick. 
Sadly, he died at home, presumably from 
wounds, on 7 Nov 1917.  
 
There are 29 names recorded for Shere men 
who died during WW1. I wonder how 
many Dr Isaac Rising Cory knew and 
perhaps had delivered into the village of 
Shere after he arrived there sometime we 
think before 1890? 



Monday pm: Sinah Warren 
 
The annual gathering of Cory Friends was 
held in Hayling Island at Synah Warren. It 
was such a pleasure to meet our Cory 
friends again on Monday afternoon after 
missing last year’s event owing to a family 
bereavement.  
 
There were only nine attendees this year 
after Barbara and Steve Sowden had to pull 
out earlier in the year due to Barbara’s ill 
health, and finally, just the week before, 
Sian and Glyn Roberts were struck down 

with flu, one after another. We missed all 
four and hope all are feeling much better. 
 
We were pleased welcome two new comers 
who joined us from America this year; 
Joseph Cory and his partner Sandra Saluri 
from Demoines, Iowa. Joe, who in a few 
weeks time, is to host his own Cory event 
in America, was completely laid back and 
unfazed at the prospect of running his own 
first Cory event.  We had time to get 
acquainted during an excellent meal, and 
afterwards some of us retired to see the 
evening’s musical entertainment whilst 

Sinah Warren, 4th-8th June 2019 

Event Attendees: left to right  
Front row : Jean Hayes; Wynn Cory; Margaret Goffin; 
Back row: Sandra Saluri; Joseph Cory; Marilyn Cory; Kingsley Goffin; Bill Cory; Colin Cory 
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others simply retired after a day of 
travelling. 
 
Tuesday: Mary Rose Museum, 
Portsmouth 
 
We chose this day to visit Portsmouth as 
the D-Day celebrations were taking place 
on Wednesday so we expected the whole 
town would be busy that day. Something 
about British royalty and a visiting 
American President?  
 
Jean as usual had arrived a few days earlier 
to reconnoitre which makes it so much 
easier for everyone else to find their way 
about when we do arrive. She suggested 
that we leave our cars on the outskirts and 
directed us to the Park and Ride car park. 
The bus ride in gave us the chance to look 

about without worrying about where we 
would park. Jean said that at the weekend 
it had been bustling with happy people and 
she saw the little boats gathering in the 
docks in preparation for the Channel 
crossing later in the week.  
 
After a slight delay on entering the Naval 
dockyard for our bags to be searched we 
walked past HMS Victory, and with 
clanging from last minute work on the 
HMS Queen Elizabeth carrier ringing out 
we wound our way round to the Mary Rose 
Museum.  In front of the museum was a 
large statue of two figures, based on the 
famous 1945 newspaper photo of the 
American sailor kissing a nurse.  Jean said 
that the whole area had been packed with 
people in uniform and stalls at the 
weekend but we didn’t have to struggle to 
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Colin Cory and his mother, Wynn, dwarfed by HMS Victory and  the statue. 



reach the entrance. Although the unusual 
sight of policeman with machine guns 
reminded us of where we were. 
 
The museum was extremely well presented 
and the first display area gave us some idea 
of what we were to see. Then, as our eyes 
adjusted to the subdued lighting, the large 
hulk of the preserved half of the Mary 
Rose appeared towering over three levels 
preserved behind glass walls. It’s at this 
point that you marvel at how it was raised 
from the sea bed and this was shown in a 
video at the end of the tour. The huge 
timber framework  once housed hundreds 
of men, with cabins for surgeons, 
carpenters and cooks. From time to time, 
little video clips appeared in these cabins 
showing the work that went on in them.  
 
On each level air conditioned cabinets 
housed articles brought up from the wreck.  
The third level was for me the most 
interesting, with explanations on how those 
working on the project had been able to 
deduce what jobs people did from the 
occupational damage found on the bones. 
There were many human bones, of course, 
as hundreds died when the ship capsized; 
only 39 men escaped the sinking ship 
during this Battle of the Solent in 1545. 

Surprisingly, one skeleton of a dog was 
found, believed to belong to the ship’s 
carpenter as it was found by the cabin 
containing the carpenter’s tools.  
 
Over 130 longbows and several thousand 
arrows were found on the Mary Rose, so 
she must have been carrying a number of 
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Left:  
A view of the preserved timbers 
of the Mary Rose. 
  
 
Below: 
Just a few of the possessions 
found in the surgeons cabin. 
The item in the foreground is 
the surgeon’s silk coif worn  as 
a sign of his office. A velvet 
coif was found folded in the 
cabin  too.  The surgeon’s 
bandages were ready-rolled 
with pitch and beeswax, and 
acted like a plaster cast. 



longbow archers. Amazingly, these 
longbows are the only ones to survive from 
that period preserved as they were in the 
mud. Examination of the skeletal remains 
shows that many men had a condition 
called os acromiale, which affected their 
shoulder blades. The condition revealed 
which of the men were archers. Modern 
professional archers today have a similar 
condition. It’s caused by stress on the arm 
and shoulder muscles when shooting an 
arrow.  

In the galley, down in the hold just in front 
of the step for the main mast, were two 
massive brick ovens. The crew’s food was 
cooked here in two large cauldrons 
supported on iron bars over a fire box. A 
huge lead caldron was discovered and from 
a reconstruction of this, archaeologists and 
conservators found that it would have held 
hundreds of litres of broth enough for 
feeding over 400 men.  
 
The museum was really wheel chair 
friendly with ramps and lifts for easy 
access and so we finally reached the last 
exhibit, the story of the finding, raising and 
preservation of the Mary Rose. It seemed 
strange to see pictures of a young Prince 
Charles in his Naval uniform, and also out 
of uniform diving to see the wreck. Ah, but 
we were all younger then! 
 
We had a sandwich lunch in the museum 
café during heavy showers before heading 
back to the bus station for our return 
journey.  
 
Wednesday:  Uppark Country House 
 
After breakfast we travelled to Uppark in 
West Sussex along ever narrowing roads 
through the South Downs to the 17th-
century house in South Harting, near 
Petersfield. Now a National Trust Property, 
the original house was built for Ford Grey 
(1655—1701), the first Earl Tankerville. 
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The National Trust Property of Uppark 

An endless view from the café gardens 

Rear view still shows water damage from the 
fire in 1989 



 Sir Matthew Fetherstonhaugh (as Bill was 
able to advise our American visitors, 
pronounced as Fanshawe) married Sarah 
Lethieullier  in 1746. The estate was sold in 
1747 to Sir Matthew. Sarah redecorated the 
house extensively from 1750 to 1760, much 
of it collected on their Grand Tour of 1749 
to 1751, resulting in most of the existing 
collection of household items we saw on 
display. 

Sarah’s grand dolls’ house was on display 
in the wine cellar. Standing over 6 feet tall 
and built in the Palladian style it was not a 
simple child’s toy. It shows a clear divide 
between those who lived upstairs and the 
servants below. Built in the style of a 
Palladian mansion, the house features three 
floors topped by a balustrade and seven 
classical figures, with the Lethieullier coat 
of arms on the central pediment. It features 
four bedrooms, two reception rooms, and 
three rooms below stairs for the servants. It 
was not a toy but more of a teaching aid on 
how a big house should be run. 

Their only son, Sir Harry Fetherstonhaugh, 
added to the collection and commissioned 
Henry Repton to add a new pillared 
portico, dairy and landscaped garden. Sir 
Harry is also remembered for marrying 
Mary Ann Bullock. She came to Uppark as 
a dairy maid, but when Sir Harry heard the 
sound of singing coming from the dairy, he 
presented himself at the door and told the 
20-year old Mary Ann that he wanted to 
marry her. “Don't answer me now. But if 
you will have me, cut a slice out of the leg 
of mutton that is coming up for my dinner 
today.” When the mutton arrived, the slice 
was cut.   

Unconventional the proposal may have 
been, but on the 9th or 12th September 
1825, (depending on which record you 
consult) Sir Harry, at the age of 71, married 

the estate's dairymaid, 21-year-old Mary 
Ann Bullock. The marriage lasted until Sir 
Harry's death in 1846, aged 90. He left 
Uppark to Mary Ann. She in turn, after 
considerably upgrading the property, left it 
to her sister Frances on her own death in 
1874. Frances bequeathed it in 1895 to Lt. 
Col. The Hon. Keith Turnour, who 
assumed the name Fetherstonhaugh and 
lived there for 35 years, eventually leaving 
the estate to a friend's son, the future 
Admiral Sir Herbert Meade, who also 
adopted the Fetherstonhaugh name.  

I was interested to find that the 20 year-old 
H G Wells spent the winter of 1887/88 
convalescing at Uppark, where his mother, 
Sarah, was housekeeper between 1880 and 
1893. She had previously been employed 
there between 1850 and 1855, as 
housemaid to Lady Fetherstonhaugh's 
sister, and Wells had paid many visits there 
during his boyhood. Wells' father Joseph, a 
gardener, was employed at Uppark in 1851 
and he and Sarah married in 1853. It is said 
that H G Wells found much inspiration at 
Uppark on social hierarchy, which he later 
used in his books, and he utilised the 
library there to study works of Plato, 
Voltaire and Thomas Paine, even studying 
the night sky through a telescope that he 
found in the attic perhaps giving him ideas 
for his book “The War of the Worlds”.. 

In the 19th century stables and kitchens 
were added as separate buildings, 
connected to the main building by long 
cold stone tunnels, which we used to access 
the cafe and facilities.  Refreshment was 
taken on the lawn outside with splendid 
views across the valley when we arrived 
and later for inside for lunch.  

In the old dairy we were able to watch a 
video about the devastating fire which 
broke out on 30 August 1989. It was caused 
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by a workman's blowtorch whilst repairing 
lead flashing on the roof, just two days 
before the work was due to be completed. 
The fire broke out during opening hours so 
there were many people on hand to help 
carry works of art and pieces of furniture 
out of the burning building. The garret and 
first floors collapsed onto the lower floors 
and the contents of the garret and first 
floor were lost completely but the floors 
largely fell clear of the ground floor walls 
although much of the panelling was left 
open to the sky. The floor was gridded in 
the manner of an archaeological site to 
record where each cubic metre of ash came 
from. It was then stored in 4000 plastic 
dustbins, (later reused at Windsor Castle 
after that fire) to be put through a giant 
riddling machine developed by the 
Ministry of Defence to sift out bomb 
fragments.  

Most of the pictures and furniture in the 
house were saved. The building has since 
been completely restored with many lost 
crafts relearned in the restoration process. 
It reopened its doors in 1995 with only the 
front entrance still badly in need of 
restoration. 

We made our way back to the cars, some 
taking a slight detour to Petersfield to buy 
a belt for Bill’s trousers, before heading 
back to the hotel to put our feet up. 

Later, after another excellent meal, Joe, 
Sandra, Kingsley and Marilyn had a game 
or two of bowls on the outside green, 
umpired by Colin to ensure fair play.   

Thursday: Hayling Island   

We elected for a quiet day without too 
much travelling so made a short drive to 
catch the little train that travels along the 
sea front. We didn’t have to wait too long 

before boarding the train and getting our 
tickets clicked. Designed like a steam 
train, Bill was quick to notice that it was in 
fact electric, so no pollution. It meandered 
along the front at a sedate pace Bill judged 
to be around 4 mph, stopping eventually at 
a lone platform close to the amusement 
park. This was not working that day, so we 
couldn’t be tempted to put Wynn on the 
helter skelter although I am sure that she 
would be game to give it a try, even 
though she would be celebrating her 97th 
birthday the following week. 

As we rattled along, we passed by a 
monument close to the track. We were not 
close enough to read the inscription clearly 
but it looked to read ‘COPP’. I have since 
found that this stands for Combined 
Operations Pilotage Parties. The top secret 
COPP Depot was set up in 1943 on 
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You can see that Wynn Cory is a first 
class lady. 



 

Hayling Island under the instruction of 
Lord Mountbatten. Small teams of sailors 
and soldiers trained as frogmen and 
canoeists for covert beach reconnaissance 
and other essential clandestine operations 
prior to the Allied landings on enemy 
occupied territory throughout the world.  
 
On Hayling Island there was nothing to 
commemorate the bravery of this small 
band of servicemen, and after 65 years, 
little is known of their exploits locally or 
nationally. To put that right, fundraisers   
of the COPP Heroes Memorial Fund, 
under the patronage of  His Royal 
Highness, The Prince of Wales, worked to 
create a permanent memorial to Hayling’s 
Heroes. The memorial was dedicated in a 
ceremony on 27 September 2012 by 

Countess Mountbatten. 
 
Jean reminded us that the Ven Alexander 
Cory (1890-1973) was  the incumbent at 
Hayling Island from 1938 until 1946. 
During WW2 he was involved with the 
decoy port set up in Hayling to lure enemy 
bombers away from the important Naval 
base at Portsmouth. After the war, he 
moved to the Isle of Wight where he was 
Vicar of All Saints, Ryde from 1946 to 
1952 when he became Archdeacon of the 
whole island. (Norfolk Pedigree Table 18) 
 
Once again we find a connection to the 
Great Yarmouth family. Three in one 
issue, really I did not arrange it! Alexander 
was the grandson of John Augustus Cory 
(1819-1887) who was the uncle of Isaac 
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All aboard! Jean. Bill and Colin reboard the 
train after stretching their legs at the second 
station.  

Marilyn was surprised to find that the carriage 
she and Bill were travelling in had a sign that 
read ‘Seaside Railways Marilyn’.  



Rising Cory (page 8-9) and brother of 
Robert Woolmer Cory (page 6-7).  
 
On leaving the train, we made the short 
walk across the road for lunch in a café, 
and afterwards visited the nearby shops. 
We thought to visit the Hayling lifeboat 
station but after finding our way there 
found that it was closed for training. We 
returned back to the hotel and were able to 
watch the air display of planes from the 
earliest days of flight to the present day 
jets. The display ended with a fantastic 
display of red, white and blue by the Red 
Arrows. Joe and Sandra had an excellent 
viewpoint from the sea shore at Hayling. 
 
We met up again in the bar where Marilyn 
was given a vote of thanks for all she had 
done in organising the event.  
 
After enjoying another excellent meal, Joe 
and Kingsley went for a game of snooker, 
watched keenly by avid snooker fans, Jean. 
Wynn and Marilyn, whilst Colin kept 
score; first match was won by Joe; the 
second with an amazing (some say skilful, 
others say dead jammy) shot off the 
cushion, won by Kingsley amid 
enthusiastic cheering from their audience.  
 
Friday: Farewells 
 
We gathered for breakfast for the last time 
together, with the exception of Bill who 
had left early to catch his train. Marilyn, 
before leaving, and already planning for 
the next event, took us to the booking 
office to choose our rooms for 2020... 

 
and the venue is… 

 
Holme Lacy House Hotel, 

Herefordshire. 
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Holm Lacy House Hotel  

Details: 

Address: Bridge Rd, Holme Lacy, 
Hereford HR2 6LP 

Phone: 01432 870870  

https://www.warnerleisurehotels.co.uk/
hotels/holme-lacy-house-hotel 

This Grade I listed mansion was 
completed in 1674 and was reportedly 
visited by Charles II, and William Pitt, 
1st Earl of Chatham, who held cabinet 
meetings in the gardens. Set in 50 
acres of gardens in the Wye Valley, 
Holme Lacy is one of Herefordshire’s 
treasures.  

Set on 50 acres of formal gardens, this 
upscale adults-only hotel in a 17th-
century manor house is 5 miles from 
both Hereford Cathedral and the Cider 
Museum. Hereford train station is 6 
miles away. 
 
Warmly decorated rooms feature 
sitting areas, flat-screen TVs, and tea 
and coffee making facilities. Upgraded 
rooms add minifridges; some have 
ornate accents, living areas, and/or 4-
poster or sleigh beds. 
 
Breakfast and dinner are 
complimentary. There are also 3 
restaurants, plus a spa, an indoor pool 
and a hot tub. Other amenities include 
a gym, a putting green and organised 
local activities. Regular live 
entertainment is provided. 
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A large and fashionable congregation 
gathered at St Margaret’s Church 
Westminster, on  Thursday, 2 February 
1933 for the wedding of Mr William 
Handley Ferguson RHA., and Miss [Jessie] 
Rosalie Cory, eldest daughter of Sir J 
Herbert Cory, Bart., DL JP and Lady Cory 
CBE JP of Coryton, Whitchurch, Cardiff. 
 
The bridegroom, who is a Lieutenant at 
present stationed at Newport Barracks is 
the son of the late Rev W H Ferguson, late 
of Trynanny House, Glassnough, Co 
Monaghan and Gedding House, near Bury 
St Edmunds, and of Mrs Fergusson. 
 
The bride’s father is a former High-sheriff 
of Glamorgan and was former 
Conservative member of Parliament for 
Cardiff and subsequently Cardiff South 
Division from 1915-1923. 
 
An unusual feature was that four 
generations took part in the ceremony. Sir 
Herbert gave his daughter away, a 

granddaughter acted as one of the 
bridesmaids, and his great-grandson 
carried the bride’s train. 
 
It was an all-white wedding, to which the 
military dress of the bridegroom, in the 
uniform of the Royal Horse Artillery, and 
his best man, Lord Burghley, MP, the 
famous hurdler, who wore Guards uniform, 
added a touch of military colour. 
 
The bride, golden-haired and stately, wore 
a dress of waxed satin, cut on princess 
lines, with a square décolletage. The 
epaulettes and girdle were finely 
embroidered with pearls and  diamanté. 
 
A train, three yards long, fell gracefully 
from the hip of the gown. Her veil of white 
tulle, encrusted with silver, was held in 
place by a simple wreath of pearl and 
orange blossom, it followed the lines of the 
dress and train. She carried a bouquet of 
lilies of the valley, and among the jewels 
she wore were the bridegroom’s regimental 

 

 

The High Society Wedding of Rosalie Cory 
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badge in diamonds, his wedding gift to 
her, a pearl necklace, and a diamond 
bracelet, one of her father’s wedding 
presents. 
 
The little train-bearer was in a white satin 
Kate Greenway suit. He is the son of Mr 
and Mrs Walter Woolland, formerly Miss 
Valerie Cory, the daughter of Sir 
Herbert’s oldest son, Mr Donald Cory and 
Mrs Cory of Silverton, Landaff. 
 
There were 11 bridesmaids in white, four 
of whom were relatives and the others 
former school-fellows.  They were Miss 
Carmen Cory (younger sister of the bride), 
Miss Kathleen Walker (her cousin), Miss 
Bunty Thornley (daughter of Major and 
Mrs H T Thornley and a granddaughter of 
Sir Herbert Cory, Bart), Miss Mary Morel, 
daughter of Mr and Mrs J G Morel, of 
Henstaff Court, Creigiau, Miss Pauline 
Buckingham, Miss Prudence Whetstone, 
Miss Nora McLintock, (daughter of Sir 
William and Lady McLintock), Miss  
Margie Taylor, Miss Elaine Llewellyn, 
eldest daughter of Sir David Llewellyn 
and Lady Llewellyn, of St Fagan’s Court, 
Cardiff, and god-child of Lady Cory, Miss 
Esme Yarrow, and Miss Marguerite 
McKechnie. 
 
They all wore parchment dentelle 
organdie riz lace, mounted over white 
waxed satin, clinging to the figure, with 
epaulettes, capes and mittens to match, 
trimmed with tiny buttons. They had caps 
to match of the same crisp lace, draped 
with satin and they carried sheaves of pink 
carnations and apple blossom. 
 
The service was conducted by the Bishop 
of Llandaff (the Right Rev Timothy Rees), 
and assisted by the Vicar of Tongwynlais 
(the Rev D J Watt-Lewis). The service 
was fully choral, and included the Bridal 
March from ’Lonhengrin’ and 
Mendelssohn’s  ‘Wedding March’ and the 

anthem ‘O for the wings of a dove’. 
 
The bridegroom’s fellow-officers formed 
a guard of honour with their swords as the 
bridal party left the church door. 
 
The reception was at Claridges Hotel. 
Lady Cory, who greeted guests at the 
door, [and there were many, two 
newspaper column’s worth!] wore a gown 
and hat of black velvet and sable furs, and 
carried a black velvet muff trimmed with a 
spray of natural orchids. 
 
The wedding cake was a three-tier design, 
weighing 125lb, and standing 6ft in 
height. The bottom stood out elegantly 
with pillars in pairs around the side, and 
cupids holding heather standing around 
the base. The second and third tiers 
represented ‘Old Coachdays’ with plaques 
of sugar, and packs of hounds gathered 
around the cake, as in a ‘Meet’. The whole 
cake was surmounted with a bouquet of 
green foliage with pink and white 
carnations. The whole conception was a 
masterpiece, and was manufactured by  
Thos. Stevens (Confectioners) Ltd., of the 
famous Dorothy and Dutch Cafés, Cardiff. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
This was such a newsworthy event of the day, 
as can be seen by the extraordinary attention 
to recording the minutest detail of the whole 
wedding and guests present. 
  
Sir J Herbert Cory, was the first Baronet of 
this Padstow line originating in 1698 from 
Week St Mary, where William Cory was 
baptised, and in 1721 married Mary Moyse.  
 
The wedding photograph on the opposite page, 
taken as the bride arrived at the church, 
wearing her veil over her face hides her 
features unfortunately but other members of 
her family can be viewed online on the 
National Portait Gallery website. (see page 5).   
 
The family pedigree can be found on Tree E2,  
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