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Cory Website Viewers
Contacts through the website this year have been considerably fewer, but even so by
following up leads arising from these a little bit more has been added to the Cory
Archive– yes it is still ticking over! The resulting stories are included in this year’s
issue together with anything else Cory-related that has come to my attention since the
last Cory Event. I continue to update charts where necessary and update the website
pedigrees, unless that is, the information concerns living individuals.
Individuals now total an amazing 13,816 names!
Records of marriages are less than a quarter of this, totalling only 4,461.
The Cory Archive is hosted on Wordpress and, as administrator, I can view which
pages people have accessed and from which countries they have accessed it. There are
more than a few surprises there as you will see when you view the data on page 8.
This list totals an ‘all-time’ record of every visit to the Cory website since it first went
live on the Wordpress server. Yearly totals are as follows:
2016, from June, there were 2,378 views from 427 visitors;
throughout 2017, there were 5,698 views and 1,476 visitors;
2018, up to the end of May, there were 3,615 visitors and 744 views.

The main visitors to the Cory website live in the United Kingdom followed by the
continents that Corys migrated to. Perhaps some visits have been a result of our Bill
Cory’s lecturing tours or through his book V entilation A Practical Guide. Or could it
be that our former committee members, freed from Cory duties, take a few minutes to
check in as they relax on their world tours?

Continued from front page….
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Red Cross Volunteers
My ‘go-to’ source of information as you know is the Findmypast website and a recent
addition to this has been a list of ladies who volunteered and worked in the Red Cross
during the later stages of the First World War. I was interested to find this as the list of
women’s role in this conflict is meagre. I have yet to find a list of female nurses,
although we know that many went to France. So I was very interested to find this list of
Red Cross volunteers.
I found five Corys listed for the period. The information online is brief so I was not able
to attach all to a family tree. They are listed as follows:
Edith Cory wor ked at the B.R.C. Hospital Supply Depot - Sub. Depot S. Martino
D'Albaro, Italy in 1914. Her address was Via Sturla, 46 S. Martino, Genoa. I
immediately thought that there might be a connection to Arthur Cory (1831-1903) &
Elizabeth Fanny Griffin who I knew had a daughter that lived with an uncle in
Italy, where she died, unmarried in 1952. On checking the archives I found that this was
Annie Sophia Cory (1863-1912) who was an author and like her sister Adela
Florence Cory (1865-1902) and wrote under various pseudonyms none of which
included the name Edith. There was a third sister, Isabel Edith Cory (1863-1912), but
she married in 1892 and died in India in 1912. So no result there, although there is more
about this family further on page 9. Family Tree Norfolk A23.

Edith Marjorie Cory wor ked part time (260 hours
without pay) and served in the kitchen of Stanwell Road
Hospital, Penarth between January 1918 and March
1919. Her address was given as Sea View, Penarth.
Our archives include Edith Marjorie Cory (1895-1983)
the daughter of John Cory (1855 Padstow– 1931, Sea
View, Penarth) & Emma Grigg Wills of Bideford.
Edith married Allen Everett Renwick, MC DL at
Cardiff in 1921 and they had two sons, Paul and Allen.
Edith Marjorie Renwick died in 1983 at , St Brides s'
Ely, Glamorgan. Family Tree EC1/PO Poundstock
Ethel Annie Cory enlisted on 15 Oct 1917. Rank:
Wheeler. She was discharged on 15 Oct 1919, recorded
as Medically unfit. She did not serve overseas but was
awarded a Red Cross Silver Badge. There is no home
address on this record nor any note of where she
worked to help trace her.
There were two Ethel Annie’s in our archives; one
married in 1912; leaving a Kent girl, born 1898, daughter of Richard William Cory
(1864-1939) & Jane Bushell Baker (1862-1905). Our own cords note that Ethel
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joined the WAAC. She had a son, Norman M Cory, in 1921, but died of TB, unmarried,
in 1923. In her final months she was pushed about the town in a basket wheelchair. Her
son was brought up by her Aunt Minnie and her husband, who had no children of their
own. Sadly her eldest brother, William Richard Cory (1887-1917) was killed in action
when HMS Vanguard was sunk on 9 July 1917. (Kent B2 to B3)
Katie Annie Cory wor ked at the Red Cross Hospital, Taunton, Bristol between
1918-1919. Her previous address was listed simply as Taunton. Not traced.
Lily Cory, served between 1916-1918 and her entry is marked as ‘having been paid’.
She worked firstly at Dallington V A D Hospital from April 1916-Sep 1916;
Northampton, Sep 1917–Sep 1918. Her address was 17 Steene Street, S. James,
Northampton. In the 1911 census, in Northampton, there is a Lily Cory, born 1898, who
was working as a shorthand typist for a Boot Manufacturer. Her mother was Mary Ann
Cory, née Joby, the widow of Walter Cory (1855 Harpole-1898 Northampton) Family
Tree C9
Violet Clementine Cory, served from Nov 1914-Mar 1919 at the V A D Auxillary
Hospital East Dereham, Norfolk. Hours worked marked as ‘continuous’. She was a
Nursing member at the hospital and although her record states that she worked ‘whole
time for 3 years,’ she enlisted in November 1914 and worked until March 1919! She was
awarded 3 Service Bars. P. B. & bar H.N. P.B. F.A. Assoc: Badge {Honours}; 3 service
bars Assoc. Badge - crossed through. I don’t know whether this means she was not
awarded the latter as there is no further information available.

Violet was born in 1892 at East Dereham, Norfolk, and died there, unmarried in 1969.
She was the daughter of Charles Cory (1857 Runham– 1918 East Dereham) & Emily
Thynne Bobby (1860 Diss - 1918 Hoe). Her mother featured in my article on
Suffragettes in last year’s epistle and I think that she will always stick in my mind due to
the local newspaper reporting that she had died whilst out cycling and was found still
clutching her handlebars. Violet had four brothers, three of whom died in early
childhood, leaving her only sibling, Carl Edmund Cory (1901 —1958 East Dereham)
who never married. Family Tree Norfolk A14.
I found no entries under the name of Corey.
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Dame Mary Corie

Judge Edmund Reeve, and beneath him, the stone figure of his wife, Dame Mary Corie.

The Eastern Daily Press (7 April 2018) printed a strange story under the title Weird
Norfolk.* The story was about the ghost of Old Hunch said to still patrol the village
streets of Long Stratton, Norfolk, in a phantom carriage pulled by four horses. I had
never heard of this ghost story before and the entry was a bit late for April Fool’s Day.
Sir Edmund Reeve was born at Felthorpe in about 1585. He attended college at
Cambridge and went on to study law at Barnard’s and afterwards at Gray’s Inn. He was
called to the bar at Norwich in 1611 and appointed Steward of the city and JP for
Norfolk. In 1624 he joined with Francis Bacon in repairing the font in St Gregory’s
Church, Norwich. This was the parish church of William Cory (1608-1662) & Ann
Atkines (d 1662) and where their ten children were baptised between 1637 and
1655. Sadly no Mary Corie in this family at this period. Norfolk Tree A1 NK/NL.
Sir Edmund was made a Judge of the Common Pleas in 1639 and knighted at Whitehall.
He bought the splendid moated Stratton Manor House from Sir Henry Bedingfield (1586
-1657) of Oxburgh Hall– some believe the sale involved some wrong-doing and that it is
this which brings Judge Reeve back to his former haunt. As a judge, it appears he
courted controversy; he supported the Long Parliament and sat alone when others had
joined King Charles I’s alternative Oxford Parliament. In 1640 he refused to proceed in
a case against one of the Lambeth Rioters who had stormed Lambeth Palace to protest
against the dissolution of Parliament. In 1643, he and Sir Thomas Trevor were served
with a writ by the King requiring them to join him at Oxford but instead of complying
they imprisoned the messengers: one of the men sent to prison was later executed as a
spy.
Continued overleaf
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Sir Edmund Reeve is characterised by Clarendon as ‘a man of good reputation for
learning and integrity; and who in good times would have been a good judge.’
Sir Edmund died on 27 March 1647, leaving Dame Mary his land in Norfolk and
Suffolk—and as he had no children of his own– left his manor to his brother. There is
a record of a burial of Edmund Reeve in 1647 at church of St Andrew, Holborn,
London.
The East Anglian Handbook for 1885 notes: There is a legend that at certain times the
Judge or his ghost, familiarly known as Old Hunch drives at a furious rate around the
parish in a coach and four. Once upon a time, a country labourer returning home at a
late hour beheld the ghostly vehicle coming furiously towards him, and in his terror
climbed into a tree by the roadside.
Scarce was he safe amid the branches than it dashed by, and finding himself safe, his
fright disappeared, and peering from his leafy screen, he shouted after the retreating
carriage, “Old Hunch, Old Hunch.” Instantly a hideous face was thrust out of the
carriage window, and a harsh voice yelled back, “If I was as far behind you as I am in
front of you, you would never call me Hunch again.”
In the church of Stratton St Mary, however, Sir Edmund Reeve looks anything but
furious in this place: posed in a resting position, lying on his side with his head propped
up on his elbow and his splendid scarlet robes flowing across his toes. Beneath him, the
stone figure of his wife, Dame Mary Corie, is forever cast in a more traditional position,
one hand grasping her dark robe, the other clasping her Bible to her heart.
What of Dame Mary Corie? Such a promising lead – I had never heard of this marriage
before – and sadly did not find it despite several attempts. Alas, it came to nothing but
questions I can’t answer.
The information from the Long Stratton tomb states that Dame Corie died ten years
after Sir Edmund Reeve. Who would have commissioned the tomb if Edmund had no
children? Why the title Dame Corie? Did she marry again? I have not found a death for
Mary Corie, Cory or Corey nor one for Mary Reeve around 1657. Searches of the
pedigrees in The Norfolk Corys drew a blank too, no wives or daughters called Mary
for that period.

Dame Mary Corie appeared and then disappeared like her husband’s ghost!
Resources:
EDP 2 April 2018:
Weird Norfolk by Stacia Biggs & Sofia Connor
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Reeve,_Edmund_
www.oxforddnb.com
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New Devon Additions: One thing leads to another!

Whilst searching for more information about Lily Cory for the article, on page 4, I came
across entries on FreeBMD for a Lily R Cory, born in 1890 in Thrushelton, Devon, who
was not listed in our Cory archives. Unable to ignore this omission, I traced her family
using census records and discovered that we did not have her father in our records
either.
Her parents were Henry Marwood Cory (1863 Thrushelton - 1939 Tavistock) &
Elizabeth Jane Brooks (1858-1928) who mar r ied in 1884. They also had another
daughter, Mabel E Cory in 1885 and a son, William Marwood Cory, in 1887, both born
at Lew Trenchard. By 1891, Henry was working as a farm labourer at Wreys Quarry,
Thrushelton, but within the next ten years he was farming the land himself, before
moving on to farm at Colmans Lifton, Lifton, in 1911.
William Marwood Cory married Mary Ann Brinacombe in 1909 in the District of
Tavistock and in the 1911 census was a farmer at Crosstown, Lifton. The 1939 Lists
show that he was farming at St Leonard’s Farm, Launceston. Others named in the
household led me to research further and I found that William and Mary Ann had three
daughters from their marriage: Mary E, 1915; Christine M, 1921; and Joan L, 1923. I
did not find any other children although as the spelling of the mother’s name differed on
each of the girls’ birth registrations there could be another child with yet a different
spelling. So far I have also found a Brinacombe, Brimacombe, and Brinscombe as well.
The 1871 census revealed that a Marwood Cory (they hadn’t bothered with noting
Henry!) was the son of quarryman Thomas Cory of Buckland (1821– 1879 Tavistock)
& Mary White (1823 Germansweek-1874 Tavistock).
Thomas Cory was the son of Hugh and Mary Cory and baptised at Egg Buckland in
1819 where parish records notes his father as a ‘labourer of Knackers Knowle’. His
sister, Mary Ann was baptised there in 1817. Two more siblings were baptised at
Thrushelton: Susannah, 1825; George, 1829. Susannah married Richard Scoffern in
1848 but George and Mary Ann have not been traced further. I think that this means I
need to create another pedigree table for Devon.
You can see how one thing leads to another, often I wish that I hadn’t started!
Sometimes, it’s useful and other times it just leads me up the garden path. I am not very
familiar with place names from Devon and Cornwall, they just don’t come to mind as
easy as those in Norfolk. Some do stick in the mind and Buckland did– surely there was
a newsletter article that Jean wrote about that place. I eventually found my list of Cory
Newsletters which I can search through for titles and authors. Funny how files hide on
one’s computer! I found the one that I was looking for, The Salt Officer, April 2005, No
36, and found that after all the place was Buckler’s Hard in Hampshire, but I enjoyed an
interesting read anyway. Did you know that you wrote 27 articles for the newsletter,
Jean?
The Cory Friends

June 2018

Update News 2 Page 7

A Portrait in the Royal Collection.
I was contacted by Nicholas Cory, a descendant of
the Lingwood branch of Norfolk Corys, who had
discovered a portrait titled Jonathan Cory on the
Royal Collection Trust website. (https://
www.royalcollection.org.uk) He asked if I knew
which family Jonathan Cory belonged to. The
painting (shown left) was one of four
commissioned by King William IV (1765-1837)
and painted in 1831 by Alexandre-Jean Dubois
Drahonet (1791-1834). It is in oil, on canvas board
(34.9 x 25.3 cm) showing the soldier standing,
facing in profile to the left, bending slightly
forward aiming a musket; wearing a red coatee,
black trousers and a bearskin hat, a knapsack on
his back bearing a Garter Star insignia, with a
bayonet hanging at his waist.
I thought straight away that he was a Norfolk
Cory, and one of the Chelsea Pensioners who had
Corporal Jonathan Cory (born 1801) featured in The Discharge Papers of Chelsea
Pensioners (1778-1874). This article, in the August
2010 Newsletter (No.52), named five Coreys and thirteen Corys found on the
Findmypast.co.uk website. From these online documents we were able to study their
military service records, including regiments, postings, medical ailments (some of
which made my eyes water– I spared you those!) and personal descriptions.
Amongst these was Norfolk’s Jonathan Cory who was baptised in 25 February 1802 at
Lingwood (Norfolk Tree A32) on the 10 February 1823, giving his age as 20, he
enlisted in the Coldstream Guards at Norwich. He received a bounty of £2.10.0 and, on
being attested, the sum of 15/-. On his enlistment form he noted that he had previously
been working as a labourer. He was described as being 5' 11" tall with a fresh
complexion, brown hair; and hazel eyes. Jonathan Cory made corporal after 4 years but
was reduced to private again before the year was out. It took another 4 years before he
made corporal again and a further six years to be promoted to sergeant.
His discharge paper reads: Age, 41 years 3 months; Coldstream Guards; Rank Sergeant.
Rec'd at his own request a modified pension of 1/8d per day. In Quebec for 4 years.
Total service on 22.5.1844: 21 years 105 days. On discharge: Conduct has been that of
a very good and efficient soldier seldom in hospital, trustworthy and sober. A worthy
candidate for a portrait commissioned by a king!
Jonathan Cory retired home to Norfolk, and settled in Beighton, a small village not far
from his birthplace. He remained single but employed an elderly housekeeper and most
likely lived quite comfortably on his pension of 1/8d per day!
The Cory Friends
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Two Cory Sisters of Note.
It’s good to know that our research is helping others! In April, Helen Williford-Lower
drew my attention to the LaurenceHopeNotes.online blog. As mentioned on page 3, it
was Adela Florence Cory (1865-1902) who wrote under the names of Laurence Hope
and Violet Nicolson, and her sister Annie Sophia Cory (1863-1952) who wrote under the
pseudonyms, Victoria Cross(e), Vivian Cory and V.C. Griffin. These sisters have been
featured in past newsletters that can be found amongst all Cory Newsletters on the
website but to save you searching I have included the main facts for you here.
Helen said that she was deeply indebted especially to the research on the website
regarding LH's schooling and for information about the British 1881 census which filled
in some crucial data regarding Hope's schooling and girlhood as well as the timing of her
passage to India. This census shows Adela F. Cory, age 15, scholar, and her sister, Isabel
E. Cory, age 17, in the household of Jacques Philippart, Professor of Languages , born in
Belgium, and his wife Marie Philippart, Head of School, and 33 pupils, at Richmond,
Surrey. Helen said that she referred to our site often and also had linked to it quite a few
times. That will account for some of our visitors then!
Adela Florence Cory fell madly in love with Malcolm
Nicholson, a dashing colonel in the Bengal Cavalry. She
married him in 1889 after a whirlwind courtship, and in 1890
disguised herself as a Pathan boy to follow him on an
expedition through the wild and lawless country on the
frontier between India & Afghanistan. Their son, Malcolm
Josceline John Sinclair Nicolson was born in 1900 in
Bombay. In 1902 she published 'The Garden of Kama', a
collection of poems with exotic oriental themes which
instantly became popular. The most famous poems, 'The
Indian Love Lyrics' were set to music by Amy WoodfordeFindon, whose husband was also in the Bengal Cavalry.
'Laurence Hope' did not live long to enjoy her success:
romantic to the last, she committed suicide shortly after her
husband died in 1904. Her son Malcolm J J S Nicolson
(1900, Bombay-1980, Mallorca) mar ried Mary Alice
Adela Florence Cory
Kiely in 1923 in the Brentford District. He left a quarter of a
million to his only (?) son, Malcolm Philip Nicolson, who
was born in 1939 in Switzerland. Our records state that he was living in Majorca when
he inherited but it is only recently that further information came to light on this
inheritance. More on this on the following page.
I was able to tell Helen that a comment on her blog that the sisters had two brothers who
had issue was not possible as they brothers had died as babies. I suggested that her best
point of contact about descendants still alive was Jennifer Mary Talbot Carter, an
Australian author, who was named as the source of the information about them in our
archive and who wrote the articles for our Newsletters (Nos 5 & 9). The book about
The Cory Friends
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Laurence Hope's life 'Fate Knows No Tears' was written in 1996 by Jennifer Carter. I
found through online searches, that she has four books in Australian libraries under the
name of Jennifer Mary Talbot Carter. The latest one was published in 2013.

Annie Sophia Cory,
Victoria Cross,
miniature painted
by M B Lee

Annie Sophia Cory published her first book T heodora, a
Fragment, in 1895, and The Woman Who Didn't, the same year
and, 24 others by 1937. A best seller in her time, she rarely
receives anything but scathing reviews in respectable literary
journals, for her wanton disregard for literary propriety often took
her into unexplored territory. Today, curiously enough, although
neither writer is well-known, ‘Laurence Hope’ is the better
documented of the two, probably because, according to V ictorian
Fiction Research Guides, her poems have been classified as
literature and her sister’s novels as semi-pornographic trash. I
felt this was quite unfair, until a search for all of her psuedonyms
online produced her book Six Chapters of a Man’s Life, Vol 7
(Classic reprint 2012) alongside two others, Adults Only and
Adult Erotica, both published in 2015. I had to be very careful
where I put my mouse pointer!

As we know, her father, Col Cory, retired from the army and
edited the Civil and Military Gazette in Lahore. It was here that he met Kipling’s parents,
for John Lockwood Kipling was a regular contributor. I learnt from the biography that
the British Library possesses a comic photo of Col Cory, Mrs Kipling and others in
Simla in 1881 dressed up for a tableau vivant performance illustrating the ballad of
‘Auld Robin Gray’. Mitchell also provides the information that her mother’s brother,
Heneage McKenzie Griffin (1848-1939), travelled extensively (to avoid UK tax) with
Annie Sophia and her most gifted and beautiful mother around Southern Europe,
returning for a short time to the New Forest in 1908.
Northampton Corys will be interested to note that after the First Wor ld War uncle
Heneage Griffin bought what was left of his elder brother’s estates in Northamptonshire.
These were claimed by Annie Sophia after he died in Switzerland in 1939, reputedly
before anyone in England knew that he had died. The will was disputed by her nephew
and heir-at-law, Malcolm Nicholson, over an estate valued at over £100,000 pounds, and
further complicated by a claim by the administrators that her seven-year lover, American
Consul Leonard Bradford, had defrauded her of £100,000 in a tax avoidance scheme.
The rather grainy picture above is taken from a bibliography on Victoria Cross by Charlotte
Mitchell, published in 2002. This is now available online at http://www.victoriansecrets.co.uk/
wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/30-Victoria-Cross.pdf and is part of a unit by the
University of Queensland on Victorian writers.

Copyright of this publication remains with contributors and the editor, and should not
be reproduced without consulting first, this includes pictures.
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Cory Friends 2018 in North Yorkshire at Nidd Hall Hotel
Monday to Friday June 3rd to 8th.
Present: Marilyn, Colin and Win Cory, Bill Cor y, J ean Hayes, Sian & Glyn Robert,
Barbara & Steve Sowden. [9]
Nidd Hall Hotel.
Our group decided to book a Warners’
Holidays based in the picturesque Nidd
Valley just north of Harrogate for our
holiday reunion this year. And we are
indebted to Sian Roberts who took on the
arrangements for booking our group when
the Sowdens moved house from
Derbyshire to Manchester. It was the first
time for all of us at such a place. We were
pleased that the Sowdens had chosen
North Yorkshire and grateful for Steve’s
local knowledge in planning our outings
too.
I checked in at 1 p.m. having spent the
previous night at Harrogate, to find
that Win and I had a pleasant room in
the main house. Our group had our
own long table in the dining room and
our area in the Pavillion Entertainment
Lounge already booked too. This
made for convenient meeting places
during our stay. The premises,
facilities and extensive grounds were a
huge asset and well maintained. We
found the menus generally good and
the broken lift quickly repaired the
next day.
Each evening there was a programme of entertainment of mostly live performances of
singing and dancing with some sessions which invited everyone to join in. We tended to
go only to the bits we fancied and certainly did not stay up to the late night disco!
The one disappointment was that Margaret & Kingsley Goffin were unable to join us,
due to Kingsley’s sister’s illness which did prove fatal during that time. We missed them
greatly all holiday and send our condolences for their loss.
Continued on the next page
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Tuesday – Knaresborough Day.
At breakfast time we decided the day’s activities. Sian and Glyn bravely set off first
thing to Mother Shipton’s Cave at nearby Knaresborough.
The rest of us opted for a leisurely morning on site which started with a coffee in the
Pavillion bar – yes, a coffee – and we then joined in the Quiz at 10.30 a.m. This was
followed by the others watching Marilyn and I taking part in the Line Dancing session in
the Pavillion.
By this time news had filtered back from Glyn about the many steps down into the cave
and we decided to visit Knaresborough Castle on the top level instead. In the evening we
were able to hear all about Mother Shipton and
read the informative booklet they brought back.
Mother Shipton, circa 1488-1561, formerly Ursula
Southell, according to legend was born in the cave.
She was very ugly and had a twisted spine so was
abandoned to die. However after being fostered by
townsfolk she was eventually married to Toby
Shipton, who then died two years later! She
became a well- known soothsayer and prophetess
and although childless earned the name Mother
Shipton – a mark of respect in those days. Her
reputation for prophecy was said to reach the court
of Henry VIII. It is said she foretold the Spanish
Armada, the plague, the fire of London and many
later events such as carriages without horses and
things flying in the sky. The end of the world is
supposedly linked to the town’s bridge falling, so
Objects on the petrifying wall at
Knaresborough keeps it in good repair. When she
Mother Shipton’s cave
died her burial place was kept secret but it is
rumoured that her ghost can still be seen. The cave also has a petrifying wall and a
wishing well of some significance.
Colin’s and Steve’s cars took the rest of us to Knaresborough’s upper car park where we
first found a pub for lunch before exploring the castle. There was a slight snag in that this
nearby pub – The Castle Inn - did not do food on a Tuesday. However, the Corys soon
solved this problem. With the landlady’s blessing we found the local bakers in the
Market Square, which baked delicious savoury pasties and custard and curd tarts. These
went well with the local beer.
Knaresborough Castle was first built in 1100 on a cliff above the River Nidd and worked
on by Henry I. It proved an important northern fortress for many subsequent kings,
coming to Edward II and then John of Gaunt as part of the Duchy of Lancaster. Then the
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Parliamentarians took it over in 1644
and destroyed most of this Royalist
stronghold. Therefore we only saw
parts of the walls and had to imagine
what a vast establishment it had been.
Even today it is still part of the Duchy
of Lancaster but administered by
Harrogate Borough Council. There is
also a museum on the site. As we
strolled back to the Market Square to
wait for our chauffeurs we saw there
was a metal statue of Mother Shipton
sitting on a metal seat. There were
various other historical facts noted on
metal plaques in this most interesting
town.

Knaresborough Castle

Wednesday – Newby Hall.
After breakfast Marilyn, Barbara, Win
and Jean went to a watercolour
teaching demonstration by the inhouse artist Michael Farmer. He made
a great point of telling us to use only
the 3 primary colours from which we
had to mix anything else we may need,
demonstrating a lot of mixing colours
on a large palette. He made many
dismissive remarks about ladies who
go to art classes and paint from
photographs, which, when I looked
around, I thought most of the ladies
there did!! At one point one Yorkshire
matron asked, ‘Are tha’ usin’ that
‘mook’ in t’ bottom o’palette?’ This
brought howls of laughter – which he
took rather well. He was a good artist
and we had already admired his
originals
displayed
along
the
corridors.
At 11.30 we assembled in three cars
for the journey to Newby Hall,
Skelton-on-Ure, near Boroughbridge.
The original manor was sold in 1690
The Cory Friends
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All aboard!

to Sir Edward Blackett, MP for Ripon, who employed Sir Christopher Wren to build a
new house in 1697. The next owner was William Weddell in 1762 who employed Robert
Adam among others to remodel the interior and this houses a great collection of the
antiquities Weddell brought back from the Grand Tour. On his death in 1792 the estate
was left to a Thomas Philip Robinson, Lord Grantham. Yes, it did feel as if we had
stepped into ‘Downton Abbey’! With various name changes and marriages the owners
continued to employ the very best to add to the property’s treasures, including William
Burgess who built a chapel in the grounds 1871-76. The present owners, the Compton
family, still live in the house and finance the upkeep partly from visitors and many
filming location contracts - including ‘Victoria’ and ‘Peaky Blinders’.
We found that we had to be escorted around the house, so we booked the next slot at 2
p.m. After a short walk through various themed garden spaces we found ourselves down
near the River Ure and at the station from which a model train ran excursions, so we
bought tickets. As the driver was then at lunch, we too had a coffee break. Well, we did
have fun squeezing into the small seats but it was a good long ride in each direction. We
could see that this River Ure had been a very important factor in bringing supplies to the
estate in former times.
The Cory Friends
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Cruising down the river at York:
From the left: Colin Cory, with Glyn & Sian Roberts seated in front of Wyn Cory, and finally
Steve Sowden and Jean Hayes.

We then needed to scamper uphill to the house for our 2 p.m. tour, where we found that
wheelchair accessibility was very limited and the front door promptly closed. Bill missed
out on this unfortunately. The two guides did a very good job with their explanations as
there was a wealth of knowledge they needed to transmit on this particular house.
Without Bill we were unable to take our customary photo of the Corys in front of stately
pile. And we did not manage it on Thursday either – so no set piece for 2018 – just
groups having fun.

We were ready for tea and cakes before setting out for ‘home’.
Thursday – York
This day Barbara and Bill had decided to stay at the hotel and make use of the daily
programme of activities there. The rest made an early start at 9.45 a.m. for York. Colin’s
carload parked at the Park & Ride at Poppleton Bar and went into York on the shuttlebus
59. (In York ‘Bar’ means ‘Gate’, and ‘Gate’ means ‘Road’.) After getting off the bus at
the Clifford Street stop we walked along to Coppergate where we had a coffee and cake.
Continued on the next page
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Thus fortified, we made our way down
to the River Ouse at Skeldergate
Bridge landing stage. Here we met
with Glyn and Sian who had brought
their car further in so that Sian could
use her buggy. Then we all boarded a
CityCruise boat for an enjoyable one
hour trip along the river, which most
of us who thought we knew York had
not done before. We learnt about the
bridges and many changes of use for
the buildings or building sites.
Lunch was in order after that and we
split into two groups. Sian and Glyn
found a very pleasant waterside
restaurant and my group headed back
to Patisserie Valerie just opposite the
Jorvik Centre where we planned to go
next.
The Jorvik Centre’s costumed Viking
assistants were very helpful and since
Win did not need a specially adapted
‘train carriage/fairground ride vehicle’
Anticlockwise, from the front left:
Marilyn Cory; Sian & Glyn Roberts; Bill Cory; Jean we could all be loaded up together on
one. We were then transported on a
Hayes; Wyn Cory; Steve & Barbara Sowden.
track which whirled us round and in
and out - past several dioramas, a Viking village with different animated people and
craftsmen and boats and long-houses and other situations. I found it rather like a
fairground ride but without the terror and most interesting. One learned a lot. Some
terror was included – for example the many rats one saw in the dark places. I see from
Google that this new museum was opened in 2010 - so it is no wonder I don’t remember
it as it is now. It was unfortunately flooded in 2015 and re-opened in 2017. Before we
left some of us had Viking coins struck. We felt we had made a good choice from the
many treasures York has to offer and left plenty for another time. A walk along the
Shambles and other mediaeval streets completed our visit.
After dinner we had a short meeting to discuss 2019 plans to meet and the idea of
another Warners’ place was adopted.
Friday – Travelling home.
As usual there were many ‘farewells’ as we packed the cars and Bill and I caught our
taxi. We also made a provisional booking for Cory Friends 2019 before we left – in the
name of Marilyn Cory’s Group - so watch this space next year!
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Cory Friends 2019 in Hayling Island, Hampshire.
Monday to Friday June 3rd to7th 2019
After a very comfortable and enjoyable stay this year at a Warner Hotel the Cory Friends
have selected another of their hotels for the 2019 event, and all at this year’s event have
already booked their rooms! Interesting venues within the local area include historic
Portsmouth, home to HMS Victory and the Mary Rose, Chichester city and Cathedral,
Beaulieu Motor Museum and Bucklers Hard.
The hotel is the Sinah Warren which is situated on Hayling Island, an exclusive inlet
reached by a causeway from the Hampshire coast. A large, elegant, modern hotel on a
location overlooking Langstone Harbour. Surrounded by gorgeous gardens, and the fresh
sea air, Sinah has plenty of activities – from its heated outdoor pool to giant chess in the
garden, a spa, and tennis courts. There’s live music and entertainment every night, and
the excellent restaurant, The Driftwood, caters for all tastes. Guests can stroll along the
coast, or visit nearby Portsmouth Harbour, home to Nelson’s HMS Victory. Guests have
free access to the leisure club, which features an indoor pool, steam room, sauna and
gym. Spa treatments can be booked at a surcharge. Also included are outdoor activities
such as shooting, archery, bowls, tennis and croquet. There's also an outdoor pool and
BBQ, a restaurant and live entertainment. WiFi is free in public areas. This classy hotel
is opposite Hayling Golf Club and 0.6 miles from the Southsea ferry.
Rooms range from classic to modern in style, and come with flat-screen TVs and tea and
coffee making facilities. Some have four-poster beds, minibars, balconies and/or patios.
PRICES at the time of publication are for guidance only and cannot be guaranteed;
you are advised to check room prices before booking.
Signature Garden F Patio for two people, Double or twin bed
Signature New Room for two people, Double or twin
Garden Chalet, for two people, Double bed only
Single Garden Chalet

£537.00
£680.00
£460.00
£290.00

If you would like to attend the 2019 event please contact the hotel direct quoting
ref no. 4278549, Marilyn Cory, Cory Fr iends Get-together.
The address is, Sinah Warren Hotel, Ferry Road, Hayling Island, Hampshire, PO11 0BZ
The telephone reception number is (UK) 02392 466 421. email:- warnerhotels.co.uk
People join this event at their own risk. The organizers take no responsibility for the safety of
people or possessions.

This Newsletter was written and edited by Margaret Goffin
for the second Cory Friends’ Event at Nidd Hall in June 2018.
The article on the 2018 event was compiled by Jean Hayes, and accompanied by photographs supplied by
Jean Hayes and Colin Cory.

