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People Are Still Interested In The Name of Cory ! 

The Cory name is still attracting emails from the Cory Archive website and also via 
our email contact at the Guild of One-name Studies. Sometimes these contacts lead 
onto other things. The email contacts used to be reported in the Cory Newsletter and 
so when the Cory Friends met up for the first time in June I thought that I would 
present those attending with a few updates in the old familiar newsletter format. On 
the odd occasion when something turns up that is of interest to a particular member’s 
line, I have sent the information on. For example, I was very excited to find my 
missing suffragette (I had noticed her in a census document years ago but foolishly 
felt too busy at the time to note the reference down) – and then found two suffragettes. 
One of these was Nellie Whettem who married Henry William Cory (1867-1935) of 
the Cornwall Pedigree Table 13: Tresparett. 
 
The other suffragette was Emily Thynne Cory (née Bobby) who married Charles Cory 
(1857-1918) from the Great Yarmouth line of Norfolk Corys. I have since read in the 
Diss Express (29 May 1914) that Emily died when out cycling with Mr Hubbard, a 
family friend, who she was in the habit of cycling with. She collapsed and died beside 
the road, still on her bicycle. Dr Duggan was sent for and certified that she had died, 
whilst still on the bike and holding onto the handlebars. Game to the last! There is 
more on suffragettes on page 12, and much more online in the Cory Archive. 
 
Further results of enquiries received since dissolution of the Cory Society are in this 
issue but I will begin with some facts and figures from the website on the next page. 



The Cory Friends June 2017 Update News 1 Page 2 

Most viewed in 
that month on 

Number of 
pages viewed 

Visitors Countries of origin 

July 18 131 8 131 UK 

August 5 35 3 31 Australia; 4 UK 

September 6 80 7 76 UK; 2 Finland; 1 Algeria; 1 USA 

October 8 64 4 60 Austr; 2 UK; 1 USA; 1 S.Africa 

November 28 68 9 54 UK; 13 USA; 1 France 

December 11 76 4 54 USA; 24 UK 

January 25 36 8 30 UK; 5 USA; 1 Canada 

February 28 34 9 16 USA; 15 UK; 3 Australia 

March 26 69 3 67 New Zealand; 1 UK; 1 USA,. 

April 22 105 5 84 UK; 20 USA; 1 Puerto Rico 

May 31 117 10 78 UK; 39 USA. 

June 13 57 4 55 UK; 1 USA;1 Canada 

 
Visitors are continuously viewing the information on the website and with the 
aid of new facilities made available by the website provider it is possible to see 
which pages they visit and which part of the world they live in.  
 
I was surprised to see that on March 1st amongst 7 visitors who viewed 15 
pages were people from the UK, America and even someone in India! It is not 
surprising that most of the visits to the Cory Archive come from the UK or the 
countries where Corys have settled but the statistics log shows visitors from 
Algeria, Finland, France, New Zealand and Puerto Rico! Have you visited yet? 
 

It is interesting to pick out the days which highlight more activity. Sometimes 
this is due to an obvious link to a holiday weekend such as Easter or a Bank 
Holiday, but the reasons for other high traffic dates are a mystery.  August, 
generally considered a month for holidays and with perhaps more free time, 
was naturally busier and visits were spread over several days.  It is of course the 
pages connected to Northampton origins which draw the most contacts closely 
followed by Devon and Cornwall and also Dyffryn.  
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Jane Allison Graves visited Dyffryn over 
the Bank Holiday and said that she was so 
interested in the Cory family tree on dis-
play, and that she had an interest in family 
history - although she didn’t say to what 
name. She later searched online to find out 
more and was intrigued by Vera, daughter 
of Herbert Beynon Cory. 
 
Herbert was the son of John Cory and Anna 
Maria Beynon. His father, with his brother 
Richard, left Bideford and founded the firm 
of Cory Brothers. The brothers became 
very wealthy but they assisted all kinds of 
movements which helped in the social, edu-
cational, and moral progress of the people, 
especially of Cardiff. Both brothers, like 
their father, assisted the Temperence 
Movement. John became a Wesleyan, and 
his brother Richard a Baptist, but both gave 
unstinted assistance to all evangelical 
movements, particularly to the Salvation 
Army.  
 
They are of course well known to us but 
perhaps you did not know that John Cory 
stipulated in his will 'Since acting upon a 
suggestion of my late wife in view of his 
unfortunate matrimonial arrangements and 
other suggestions' he left no capital to his 
son, Herbert Beynon Cory (only in trust). 
 
Herbert's first marriage was in 1885 to 
Constance Stedall at Edmonton. They had 
four sons between 1886 and 1895. Con-
stance sued for divorce in 1899 after find-
ing a very personal letter to her husband 
from another woman. The lady in the case 
was later found to be vergo intacta but the 
case was reported in many newspapers, and 
reported again four years later when Con-
stance sued Herbert for non-payment of her 
fees which she avowed he had promised to 

pay. Herbert had also been taken to court 
by a previous employee and this too fea-
tured in many papers. 
 
In 1900, amidst all of his legal troubles, 
Herbert married Alice Zelie Chamier at St 
George's in Hanover Square. Alice (née 
Norton) was twice widowed, having first 
married Lieutenant Charles Chamier in 
1885 at Vepery, Madras. She had two chil-
dren with him, Dorothy Zillie (1887, Dera 
Ismail Khan) and Cyril Kinnaird (1892, 
Aurangabad). Charles, now a Captain in the 
India Staff Corps and a Cantonment Magis-
trate, caught small pox and died at Au-
rangabad in February 1894. Three years 
later Alice married a Captain in the Royal 
Artillery, Saunders James Chamier, on 5 
April at Bombay. There are many Chamier 
names in the records for India and the two 
Chamier men don't appear to be closely re-
lated. Alice and Saunders had a son, Saun-
ders Edward Chamier, who was born in 
1897 and christened the following February 
at St John's Colaba. Sadly, his father died 
that September from acute dysentary at 
Sewee. In the 1911 census young Saunders 
was at a boarding school in Sussex at 
Bowden House, Firle Road, East Blatching-
ton. His half brother, Cyril, had also been 
sent back to England for schooling and is 
recorded in the 1901 census boarding at 
Upper Maze Hill, St Leonards, Hastings. 
According to the same census, his sister, 
Dorothy, was also in England at Sandecotes 
Road, Parkstone. Later owners of Herbert 
Beynon Cory's house at Druidstone House, 
Michaelston-yFedw Newport, South Wales 
report that Herbert and Alice lived there 
with her son, Saunders Chamier. Herbert 
later built another house called (Ty) Cory-
ton a few miles away and this featured in 
Newsletter No 53 page 7). See next page 

 

Sir Herbert Beynon Cory (1855-1927) 
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The Cory database includes a daughter, 
Vera Violet Elfrida Cory, born to Herbert 
and Alice. Little was known other than her 
name which was provided by early re-
searchers, Vernon Cory and Charles Cory, 
and was probably supplied to them by a 
family member. Online records show that 
Vera E V Cory [sic] married Gordon C W 
Brown at Hove in the June quarter of 1935, 
and a son, Anthony G B B Brown's birth 
was registered in that September but tragi-
cally his mother died sometime in that 
same period. Her death is recorded as both 
Brown, V A V and Brown, V E V. The reg-
istration number is the same for both names 
although on one the age is given as 30 and 
the other as 31! Perhaps the different mid-
dle initials comes from uncertainty over the 
spelling of the name Elfrida or Alfreda? I 
think that Gordon Brown married again in 
1938 and had issue. His first born was in 
the care of nurses in the 1939 lists. 
 
From the information provided on the death 
registration, we have some idea of a date of 
birth for Vera yet despite numerous search-
es on variants of the name the registration 
of her birth has not been found. The only 
census document available at this time for 
Vera therefore is aged 7 years in the 1911 
census, where once again the child is 
boarding at a private school, St Margaret's, 
Roxburgh Road, Westgate-on-Sea. Her 
place of birth is given here as simply Lon-
don. There are also two references for Vera 
Elfrida Violet Cory on electoral rolls for 
1930 and 1931: the former at No 30, Alba-
ny Villas which she seems to be sharing 
with Richard Jasper Jewell Pugh-Cook 
(died in 1947); Cecil Newby; Ethel Mary 
Wilkins; and in 1931 alone at East Hove, 
Stanford Ward, at No 71, Denmark Villas. 
 
Sir Herbert died in Hampshire in 1927. The 
opportunities for finding out what hap-
pened to his widow, Alice, are limited in 
this period. However in the 1939 Lists, 

there is a possible clue. Alice Z Cory, a 
widow born 22 Dec 1865, is living at For-
ristic House, Castle Road, Walton, 
Weybridge U.D., Surrey. This is the house-
hold of Douglas B Rea (1890) and Doris Z 
Rea (born 8 Dec 1890, the same day and 
month as Dorothy Z Chamier, although the 
year for her in our records is 1887.) Also 
listed in the household is Delicia Z Ire-
monger (born 5 Nov 1916) and two others, 
still presumed to be living so the infor-
mation is blacked out. There is also a cook 
and domestic servant in the household. 
 
Douglas B Rea married Mary Violet Ire-
monger in 1912 at St George, Hanover 
Square. There are 3 births in the name of 
Iremonger, with the mother's name 
Chamier: 
Births Jun 1912 Iremonger Edmund A L 
Chamier: Christchurch 2b 1244 
Births Dec 1915 Iremonger Delicia Z 
Chamier: Kensington 1a 161 
Births Jun 1920 Iremonger Eardley C L 
Chamier: Hawarden 11b 395 
 
Douglas B Rea married Doris Z Iremonger 
in 1931: registered at Kensington. There is 
no marriage between the names of Chamier 
and Iremonger in England before this date. 
 

My renewed interest in Herbert Beynon 
Cory and his second wife arose from a con-
tact through the link from the Guild of One 
Name Studies, from their member, Jan, 
who had read an article in a Cory Society 
Newsletter (August 2015 No 67, page 12) 
about Denise Dolores Cory who we first 
came across in connection to our visit to 
Bletchley Park. Denise was found to be re-
lated to Lucinda Rutherford, descendant of 
John Cory (1828-1910) and who through 
our introduction met Princess Alexandra at 
the Seaman’s Mission in 2009. You may 
remember, as I am sure they do, that Jean 
and Ida therefore did not meet her!  
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Henry Cory was born at Halvergate in 
Norfolk in 1823. He was the twelfth 
child out of fifteen children born to 
Edward Cory (1786-1862) & Elizabeth 
Gillett. His father also came from a 
large family of 14 children born to 
Robert Cory (1747-1840) & Esther 
Riches. His grandfather, Robert Cory, 
was a solicitor by profession and at one 
time Mayor of Great Yarmouth and  
was a successful business man who 
built the first suspension bridge in 
Great Yarmouth, although this was 
tragically to collapse in 1842. 
 
At the age of 33, Henry had finally 
found a bride for himself, Mary Ann 
Bolton, who was eight years younger. 
His marriage was reported in the 
Morning Post (page 8) on 28 June 
1860: At St Pancras Church by Rev 
William Woolhouse Robinson, Henry 
Cory, of Warnford Court, Throgmorton 
St., City and Brixton, Surrey, 
shipbroker, son of Edward Cory, 
gentleman, married 21 June 1860, St 
Pancras, Euston Rd to Mary Ann 
Bolton, daughter of John Bolton, of 
Albany St, Regents Park and 
Gloucester Rd, South Kensington, corn 
merchant. They married by licence and 
W Bolton and Caroline Bolton signed 
as witnesses.  
 
It is excerpts from Caroline's diary 
(August 1859-1860) that we learn that 
Henry Cory's behaviour was thought to 
be rather odd. The diary, was found in 
a box of  magazines and books that 
were found in a second hand store by 

another contact, Michael Carr, who 
was interested in the old comics.  The 
Victorian writing was hard to follow so 
it was several years before curiosity 
drew Michael back to study the diary 
more closely and go on to try and find 
the  individuals mentioned in it.  
 
Michael put in an online research and 
came up with Mary Ann Bolton’s 
name on our website and contacted me. 
Caroline Bolton had also married in 
1860. Her groom was Jonathan Deane, 
a missionary who took his bride to 
India. Sadly, before they reached their 
first anniversary, Caroline died from 
bronchitis and the diary was sent home 
to England with her possessions.  
 
On the surface of it, Henry & Mary 
Ann Cory seemed to be faring better. 
Their children were: John Bolton Cory, 
1861; Charles Henry Cory, 1863; (both 
bapt St Mary's, Newington 
29/05/1863); Frederick Simmonds 
Cory, 1865, (bapt. 29/10/1866 All 
Saints', Poplar); Caroline Mary Cory, 
1867; Helen Elizabeth Cory, 1869; and 
Edward Leopold W Cory, 1874. It is 
noticeable how the Bolton family 
names are included in the Christian 
names of the children. It is strange that 
the baptisms show different 
occupations for Henry: for Caroline 
Cory on February 23rd 1868 it notes her 
father as Henry Cory, Master 
Shoesmith, whereas for Helen 
Elizabeth, on September 12th, he is 
listed as a Corn Dealer. 
Continued from previous page. 

Henry Cory (1827-1879) & Mary Ann Bolton (1835, St Pancras-) 

Continued overleaf 
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In 1871 Mary and the children are 
found at Lander Terrace, Wood Green, 
Tottenham. They have a servant, 
Isabella Parker, aged 19 to help. Mary 
Ann gives her occupation as 'wife of 
Captain'. Henry is in Norfolk. He is 
staying with his stepmother, Mary Ann 
Cory, now 72 years old, at Dene Side, 
Great Yarmouth, a household which 
included an elderly nurse and a young 
servant, both females. There is no way 
of knowing why Mary Ann needed a 
nurse, nor why Henry was present on 
the census night of 2nd April but it 
seems that it would have been better if 
he had stayed at home with his family. 
 
From a newspaper report dated just 
over a month later, we learn that 
Henry had been a visitor at the house 
since the middle of December until the 
10th April when he had left suddenly. 
A locked trunk reputedly containing 
160 oz of family silver had been 
broken into and the silver, reported to 
be worth £120, was missing.  
 
His stepmother said that she had asked 
Henry to help her check the items 
against an inventory of the silver the 
previous fortnight but now all that was 
left was one silver spoon and some 
newly-bought iron cutlery. It was 
perhaps unfortunate for Henry that the 
witness to the loss of silver was his 
uncle, Samuel Barnett Cory, his aunt's 
solicitor, who was well-known in 
Great Yarmouth for his relentless 
pursuit of justice, and when questioned 
in court admitted that the silver was 
for the use of Mary Ann in her lifetime 
but then it would be passed to her late 
husband's trustees of which Henry was 
but one. 

 
Enquiries revealed that Henry had 
pawned the silver in Norwich on 
March 18th and valued at £10 (worth 
over £4,200 pounds today) but much 
less than the family stated at the time. 
A warrant was issued and Henry was 
arrested at home at Wood Green at the 
end of April. He only had 2½ old 
pence left in his pocket. 
 
At his trial the silver was described as 
two silver waiters, one silver sugar 
boat, two silver pepper castors, one 
silver mug, one silver cream jug, two 
silver salt cellars, one pair of silver 
sugar bowls and four silver tea spoons, 
actually pawned for only £7.10s.0d, in 
the name of Scott. Henry was 
sentenced to hard labour for 6 calendar 
months. His prison record notes that 
his full name was Henry Hanrott Cory, 
(although I had never seen it used 
before or after) age 43, and that his 
occupation was a Commission Agent. 
 
Henry must have returned home after 
his sentence was completed for his last 
child, Edward Leopold W Cory's birth 
was recorded in the District of 
Camberwell in 1874. There is a death 
recorded for a Henry Cory in the 
Camberwell District in the June 
quarter of 1879 and this gives his age 
as 51.  
 
Henry’s pedigree is on Norfolk Tree 
A22. This Great Yarmouth family 
includes many individuals and many 
of them led unusual lives and their 
stories often featured in our Cory 
Newsletters. 
 



Another contact was from Nicholas 
Cory: 

My father was Peter Douglas Cory, 
sadly passed away last month. 
(February 2017.) He spent the early 
years of his life in the navy and army, 
and then as a carpenter and 
bricklayer, and looking at our earlier 
ancestors it seems that carpentry was 
in their blood. 

My grandfather, Arthur Cory and his 
father, Arthur Walter Cory, though 
ran a hair dressing business, in the 
East End at Globe Road, Mile End, 
where he met my grandmother, Ivy 
Lucy Brand. They married, and 
decided to move from the East End in 
about 1928/29, to Great Dunmow, 
Essex, where granddad had a 
barber’s shop. I am told he belonged 
to the magic circle. They had four 
children, and as a child, and living a 
country life I only knew a little of my 
East End history. As I grew older, 
and being a West Ham supporter, I 
wanted to know more about my 
family, but as was the way with our 
family nothing much was said as 
regards to their past, I guess they 
turned their backs on the East End 
and its ways. I don't know but you 
would never of guessed that my 
grandmother was a real East End 
girl. Well all this research has led me 
to Norfolk, which was a surprise but 
in a way I have always felt at home in 
East Anglia, (Norwich rather than 
Ipswich).   

I was able to tell Nicholas that his 
earliest ancestor was Moses! Moses 
Cory (1767-1866) lived in Upton, 
Norfolk. (Norfolk Tree A32). 
Unfortunately the baptism of Moses 
Cory is one of those that has not 
come to light yet but I was able to 
direct Nicholas to the pedigree for 
this line, Norfolk Tree A32 

Living in Brentwood, Nicholas was 
interested to know if there was any 
possibility that his line had any 
connection to nearby Hutton Hall. I 
was able to direct him to the 
newsletter article about the will of 
Judith Cory (1610-1663) née 
Clitheroe, wife of Thomas Cory of 
Bramerton, Norfolk, who died at 
Hutton Hall in 1656. I asked Nicholas 
if he was ever near Hutton Hall if he 
would kindly send some photos. In no 
time at all I had photos of the joint 
coats of arms of the couple and also 
one of Thomas Cory’s memorial in 
Hutton Church. To my surprise, the 
words were the same as those for 
Thomas Cory’s memorial in Catton 
Church, Norfolk, the only difference 
being that the ones on the Catton 
memorial were in Latin. Norfolk Tree 
A25/A1 

Nicholas has an allotment and now 
asks, “A fellow allotment holder was 
taught by Frank Cory, born 1883. Can 
you trace him?” Not yet but I will 
keep on looking. 

From Sleepy Lingwood to Cable Street. 
 Peter Douglas Cory  (1932 -2017) 
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Attendees: 
Bill Cory, Marilyn & Colin Cory, Wyn 
Cory, Margaret and Kingsley Goffin, 
Jean Hayes, Rosemary and Paul 
Holloway, Brenda & Roger Miller, 
Barbara & Steve Sowden, and Sian & 
Glyn Phillips. 
 
Friday 
We all met that evening in the Meeting 
Room of The Turnpike, a Beefeater 
restaurant in Harpole. It was good to 
see our friends again and also that 
Colin’s aunty Betty and his cousins, 
Sandra and Roy, Christine and Paul, 
joined us making it a good gathering. 

Betty and her daughters brought along 
some lovely family photos for us to 
see, resulting in cries of, “Oh, I 
remember that one,” or “Can I borrow 
that one and get a copy made?” We 
also saw photos taken in 1990 of Wyn 
and Fred Cory's Golden Wedding 
celebrations. I was disappointed not to 
see any of Colin and Brenda's baby 
photos! After the meal, Marilyn gave 
an excellently researched talk about the 
history of Harpole and the places that 
we would visit during the weekend's 
event. 

Saturday 
This was a busy day, so we had a 
minibus to take us around all the 
venues- very handy as we didn’t have 
to bother about getting some of the 
party lost on the way. So, after an early 
breakfast, we boarded the minibus to 
journey to the former home of 
Northampton model engineer, Wenman 

The guest bedroom (above) and sitting room  
at 78, Derngate, Northampton 

Cory Friends Event – 16th to 19th June, 2017 
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Joseph Bassett-Lowke (1877–
1953) at 78 Derngate, 
Northampton. This small 
terrace house had its interior 
and back external façade 
designed by Charles Rennie 
Mackintosh between 1916-19. 
It is the only property that was 
altered in this manner by this 
famous Scottish designer of the 
Art Nouveau period, making it 
unique. It was the architect's 
final major commission and it 
has been meticulously restored 
and now includes a gallery and 
restaurant. 
 
Our refreshment stop was at 
The Boat public house in Stoke 
Bruene. The village's main 
claim to fame is its situation on 
the Grand Union Canal. The 
area is a very busy place with 
boats coming and going, 
visitors exploring and watching 
the workings of the locks. In 
one of the locks is an old boat-
weighing machine, one of only 
four known to have existed on 
British canals, which was 
originally from Wales. 

After lunch we had time to rest 
whilst a boat owner worked 
hard to crank open the lock 
gates. We watched as the water 
level quickly dropped and then 
the canal boat moved quickly 
on its way.  

Grafton Regis Village Hall was 
our next stop. It was originally 
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the school, built in 1873 but closed 
in 1934. The character of the hall 
was enhanced in 2000 when local 
artists were commissioned to give it 
a Tudor style makeover.  

This was the starting point for an 
enthralling journey through time, 
acted by various villagers dressed in 
costume as historic figures 
connected to the village's history. 
Our narrator set the scene for the 
arrival of our first actor, a monk 
from Grafton Hermitage, which 
during the 12th and 13th centuries, 
belonged to the Abbey of Grestain 
in France. We were then introduced 
to members of the Woodville family 
who lived in the manor in the 
village, known then as Grafton 
Woodville, this included Elizabeth 
Woodville who met with her future 
husband, Edward IV, during one of 
his visits there. They married in 
secret in 1464 at the Hermitage in 
Grafton. 

Their daughter, Princess Elizabeth 
of York, married Henry VII, which 
began the Tudor dynasty, bringing 
the two houses of white and red 
roses together. Next came Richard 
III who tried to tell us that he was a 
‘good man’; well we will never 
know, but I have my doubts. We left 
the coolness of the village hall and 
walked around the village, where 
we were met at various points by 
other actors in costume. 

Edward and Elizabeth’s grandson, 
Henry VIII, acquired the manor 
house and greatly expanded it. He 
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Above: Listening to Henry VIII and below, 
listening to his daughter, Queen Elizabeth I 



spent most of the summers of his reign 
there and it is said that it was here that 
he met with Ann Boleyn. It was 
Henry’s decision to call the village 
Grafton Regis. We 'met' Henry VIII on 
the green nearby where the hospital 
once stood. We saw Cardinal Wolsey 
meet the papal envoy, Cardinal 
Campegio, who delivered the Pope's 
refusal to Henry VIII's request for 
annulment, and then saw Cardinal 
Wolsey reporting back to the King 
with the unwelcome news that the 
Pope had refused Henry's annulment to 
Catherine of Aragon. Discussions were 
partly conducted at Grafton in the 
summer of 1529 and so was born the 
Church of England. 

Further on we met Elizabeth I, who 
inherited the manor house. She was 
standing outside the gate where a large 
palace, extended by Henry VIII, used 
to stand. This was blown up during the 
Civil War. Two of our younger party 
were given swords and with a little 
prodding encouraged to chase our 
narrator. We then walked to the church 
of St Mary the Virgin where we 
listened to another interesting talk and 
had a very welcome sit down on a hot 
day. 

On the way back we encountered a 
lace-maker of the 18th century and 
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Tea in Grafton Regis Village Hall 
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listened to her tell the story of her hard 
life, before returning to the village hall 
for tea and home-made cakes which 
were delivered by our actors, still in 
costume. The costumes were 
beautifully made by another villager, 
Jean Glanville. After this much needed 
refreshment on a hot day we were 
returned by our speedy minibus to the 
hotel. 

In the evening, we returned to Grafton 
Regis for a feast through the ages, 
sampling history through food from the 
eleventh to the twentieth century, each 
course representing an era in Grafton’s 
fascinating history.  
 
Our host explained that the ingredients 
were not strictly to the recipe of its 
allotted century but instead pleasantly 
adapted, starting off with flatbread 
(Turkish flat bread from the local 
market) and dips for the Medieval 
repast, followed by beautifully home-
made soups. As there are no longer any 
wild boar roaming around locally, we 
had a main course of pork in cider, a 
close enough substitute for the Tudor 
meal. For Victorian times, we had 
dessert of trifle and lavender 
shortbread, ending, amidst much 
amusement, with the classic 1960’s 
coffee with After Eight Mints, although 
these were actually mint sticks, as the 
local shop didn’t stock After Eight 
Mints.  
 
It was great fun and most enjoyable. 
Our hosts were excellent and I am sure 
that after acting and catering for us 
from the hot afternoon into the late 
evening they were exhausted, but for us 
it was a delightful, restful evening 

amongst friends. 

Sunday. 
We began early with a full English 
breakfast for most and then a 
discussion about next year's reunion, 
which Barbara and Stephen Sowden 
will be hosting. 

After a free morning, on yet another 
exceptionally hot day, we set off in our 
cars for Althorp House. There has been 
a house at Althorp since the beginning 
of the sixteenth century when Sir John 
Spencer acquired a 300 acre estate in 
1508. His grandson, another Sir John, 
made Althorp the principal Spencer 
home by the time of his death in 1586. 
Parking for Althorp House was in a 
field close to the main gate, and then 
visitors approached the house by a long 
walk up a tree-lined drive. Those 
amongst us who had passengers with 
blue badges were permitted to park 
closer. 

On arrival, after some confusion with 
disabled parking and where the tour 
began, we discovered that wheel chair 
users would not be able to access the 

Above: Approaching Althorp House.  



Awaiting our guide in the grand entrance hall of Althorp House.  
From the left:  
Paul & Rosemary Holloway; Jean Hayes; Barbara & Steve Sowden; Bill Cory; Wyn Cory; 
Marilyn Cory; Brenda Miller; Kingsley Goffin. 
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first floor, although those members 
of our party who were 
disappointed not to fully utilise the 
cost of their admission ticket were 
presented with one of Lord 
Spencer’s publications about 
Althorp. 

Photography is not allowed inside 
the house but we were permitted to 
take photographs of our group 
whilst waiting for our tour. It was 
whilst Jean was taking her group 
photo, that one of the hall doors 
opened behind her and Lord 
Spencer himself showed three of 

his personal guests out. I was surprised 
to see him and he certainly looked 
surprised to see us all sitting in his grand 
entrance hall! 

Wynn Cory, a young-at-heart 95, 
abandoned her wheelchair and 
determinedly tackled the staircases, and 
with us, enjoyed viewing the rooms on 
the first floor, resting on the red-seated 
chairs provided, whilst our excellent 
guide told is about each room and its 
contents. We had a very interesting tour 
of the house, giving us an insight into 
the Spencer heritage. They have a very 
large collection of 

Continued overleaf 



paintings by Rubens, Van Dyck, 
Reynolds and Gainsborough. 

Those of us who hadn’t been to Althorp 
before walked down to the lake to view 
Princess Diana’s final resting place on 
the island in the lake. Then we rejoined 
the others in the café courtyard for 
refreshments before making our way 
back to the hotel. 

We met again at 5.30 at Cory Lodge 
where Colin and Marilyn hosted the 
evening with guests coming to their 

house for their evening meal and drinks 
beside the pool. We were joined there 
by Colin and Marilyn’s children and 
grandchildren, also Brenda and her 
husband, Roger, and other Cory 
relatives. 

It had been a very hot day and some 
welcomed the opportunity for a swim 
to cool down. It was nice to be able to 
sit outside together and chat. Sandra, 
Christine and families joined us and 
provided the lovely deserts, thank you! 
Note for the future– beware Colin’s 
fruit punch. 
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By the lake: at Althorp: On the left, from the left: Steve Sowden, Margaret & Kingsley Goffin and 
Glyn Phillips. On the right, from the left: Jean Hayes and Margaret Goffin. Princess Diana’s 
memorial is on the island on the upper right of the photo. 

Relaxing at Cory Lodge, from the left: Kingsley Goffin, Colin Cory and Steve Sowden; Sian 
Phillips and Marilyn Cory. 
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Cory 
Friends at 

Cory 
Lodge 

Monday 
We met at All Saints church, Harpole 
at 10.30 for a ‘Walk & Talk’ around 
the village featuring trade and industry 
and family connections which was led 
by a member of Harpole Heritage, Mrs 
Jennifer Smith. Her husband, Fred, 
was her back-up, showing old photos 
of the buildings concerned. It is 
surprising how many Cory houses 
there are in such a small area and how 
those houses, built so very long ago, 
were still standing and being lived in 
today, although no longer by Corys!  

After about an hour's talk, we had a 
very welcome sit down in the cool 
inside the church for coffee and 
biscuits. Marilyn added a few things 
about where the Corys had lived and 
took us outside to view their burial 
places and we were shown the Cory 
box tombs in the churchyard. One of 
these is in sore need of renovation and 

it is hoped will be restored with funds 
donated to Harpole Heritage by the 
Cory Society some time ago in thanks 
for their help with our research. It was 
so hot we all wanted to get out of the 
sun and back to the cool of the 
Turnpike for a drink and lunch and 
where, all too soon, our get-together 
was at an end and we were saying our 
goodbyes. 

We are extremely grateful and 
appreciative to Marilyn for all the hard 
work she put into making our first 
Cory Friends' event so enjoyable. 

Next year Stephen and Barbara are 
making arrangements for the reunion 
to be held in Pickering, Yorkshire, 
which will include a steam train 
experience to the coast at Whitby. 
Look forward to seeing everyone 
there! 
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Suffragettes 

By 1911 Henry William Cory (1867-
1935), had been married for 15 years to 
Nellie Whettem. She was born in 1873 at 
Bow, London. They had only one child, 
Hilda May, who was eleven and they also 
had a servant, Edith Blanche Marshall who 
was 19, so presumably Nettie was not tied 
to the home. I wonder what part she played 
in the Suffragette Movement? Henry Wm 
Cory was born in Jersey and was the son of 
William Cory (born 1840 St Stephens, 
Cornwall) and his wife, Susan Arme (born 
1844 Gromville, Jersey). See Cornwall 
Pedigree Table 13: Tresparett. 

Further references that I found whilst 
searching both Cory and suffragette were 
found through searches of newspaper 
articles. One was in the rather grandly 
entitled Y orkshire Post & Leeds 
Ingelligencer on 8 December 1913. The 
article reported that four suffragette hunger 
strikers had been released from Armley 
Gaol the previous week. One of these was 
reported to be Kathleen Jarvis. It is stated, 
however, that in the list of “martyrs” given 
in a Suffragette publication she is 
described as Miss Cory. 

A SUFFRAGETTE'S GLORIOUS 
DREAM 
 
In the course of a sympathetic discussion 
on the good work done for the cause by the 
Suffragettes in London, at a meeting of a 
woman's society for political study Mrs 
Cory, a prominent advocate of female 
Equality, gave a definition of a Utopian 
dream, which woman must not rest until 
she has realised. “Knowing as I do our 
ideals,” said Mrs Cory, “confident as I am 
that we shall attain them, I fix my gaze 
upon the brightening future, hopefully 

awaiting the time when a woman on trial 
for her life will be defended by a female 
lawyer, convicted by a female jury, 
sentenced by a female lawyer, convicted by 
a female judge, consoled by a female 
chaplain, and executed by a female 
executioner. Then and not until then, will 
she have attained her proper place in the 
world. For their efforts in hastening that 
great day, we extend our gratitude and 
sympathy to our sisters across the sea, 
Miss Billington and her noble band.” 
 
Just who was this Mrs Cory? Who would 
have spoken so confidently and expressed 
herself so eloquently? I have found nothing 
to substantiate my supposition but author, 
Mrs Theodore Cory, came immediately to 
mind. On the night of the 1911 census, Mr 
and Mrs Theodore Cory were staying at 
The White House, Hampton Court, 
Hampton, Surrey. The householder was 
Theodore's unmarried brother, Robert 
Wilberforce Cory (1878-1972). The 
brothers were from the Cardiff Cory family 
and descended from Richard Cory of 
Bideford, Devon, a colliery proprietor, 
who founded Cory Brothers with his 
brother John. 
 
Mrs Theodore Cory, (1873-1950) is better 
known as Winifred Graham, (Matilda 
Winifred Muriel Graham) and was a much 
published author of books for women 
whose subjects throughout a long career 
often courted criticism. One of her novels 
was The Enemy of Woman. The 'enemy' 
being the passion for the vote. This novel 
is still available to read online and remains 
a suggested reading for researchers, 
although there remains much dispute 
online as to which side the author was 
actually on. 
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Kathleen’s Flying Visit 

In March Brenda Miller and I separately 
met up with Kathleen Valdez from 
Oregon, whose father was Leslie J Corey 
(1924-2003). She was making a flying 
visit to England to visit places with Cory 
connections.  
 
Naturally her first port of call was to 
Harpole where she was met by Brenda 
and, I am told by Kathleen, was very 
efficiently shown the relevant sites and 
whisked back to the railway station with 
just enough time to purchase a ticket 
before the train left for her journey to 
Norwich.  
 
The following morning I waited for 
Kathleen at the entrance of Norwich 
Forum Library. I didn’t  know what she 
looked like but she had said that she 
would be pulling two suitcases! And then 
along she came, not only with the 
suitcases, but also attached to the handle 
of one of them, an old fashioned white 
helmet.  It looked like a climbing helmet 
and I wondered what else Kathleen was 
hoping to pack into her itinerary. 
 
The helmet was her father’s and Kathleen 
had brought it along so, that in part, he 
was with her on her trip. She had asked 
her father in the months before he died if 
there was anything he wished he could 
have done. He replied that he wished he 
could have returned to Norwich Cathedral, 
which he had visited when he was based at 
Watton with the American Army during 
World War 2.  
 
Kathleen and I walked the same route that 
members who attended the Norfolk Event 
in 2009 had followed, ending up at 
Norwich Cathedral where we had lunch in 
the refectory. And then after lunch we 

collected her suitcases and she was off 
again to London on the train.   
 
Kathleen left a card with all those who had 
helped her on her visit. Mine reads:   

Let music Soothe your Soul!  
Wherever you are, take a few minutes to 
listen to your favourite song, to energize 
or relax you, give you courage or focus, 

bring you back to this moment!   
 

One morning a few weeks later, I woke up 
with the music of a hymn in my mind and 
it stayed with me all morning. Then 
Kathleen’s Easter card arrived in the post. 
The hymn repeating in my head was, How 
Great Thou Art. I spent several relaxing 
minutes listening to different versions 
online.  
 
Thank you for the memory, Kathleen! 

Margaret and Kathleen in Norwich Cathedral 
refectory. 
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Pontypridd 

In February I was contacted by Jaclyn, on 
behalf of her husband. Mathew’s father, 
Wayne Cory was born in Pontypridd in 
1957. Mathew is the gt.gt. grandson of 
William Cory, born in Bideford in 1857 but 
who died in Pontypridd in 1944. 
 
William, in his turn, was the son of another 
William Cory (1841 Hartland - 1916 
Pontypridd) who married Maria Colwell in 
Hartland in 1863. The groom’s father’s 
name is not entered on the parish marriage 
register document. The baptism record for 
this William, dated 13 April 1841, is most 
unusual in that neither his mother nor father 
are named in the parish records, and there 
is nothing entered in the abode column. All 
columns are marked very clearly with a 
dash. I have never seen this occur before 
and I wonder why the vicar did not fill in at 
least the mother’s name. I can only 
presume that neither parent was present at 
the baptism. 
 
In the 1841 census William Cory is shown 
as two months old,  and living with Francis 
(50) & Margaret Cory, née Hopper, (45) at 
Ball Hill, Hartland. Also present is 
Margaret, aged 20, who we know from  
Cory archives is their daughter.  It is a pity 
that the 1841 census does not include 
relationships in households, but this has 
been a disappointment for family historians 
for many years. 
 
Margaret Cory, who died in 1866, was on 
her own at home in the 1861 census whilst 
her husband, Francis, and young William, 
are visitors in the household of Philip and 
Margaret Symons at Boutport Street, 
Barnstaple. Also visiting is Richard Cory 
(22, born Hartland) and who we know from 
his baptism record is the son of Francis.  
His daughter, Margaret Cory, married 

Philip Symons at Barnstaple in 1850. 
Francis had two other daughters, Sarah 
(born 1816) who married John Downing in 
1837, and Ann (born 1819). 
 
There is a burial at Hartland for Ann Cory 
who died aged 23 in 1842.  To confuse the 
issue, there was a marriage for Ann Cory to 
James Cook at Hartland in 1836 on 26th of 
either November or December -would you 
believe that the month wasn’t completed! 
In checking this against the records of 
Hartland parish banns, I found that Ann’s 
name had been entered as Cann before 
being crossed through and entered as Cory. 
The dates when the banns were read were 
27 Nov; 4 Dec; and 11 Dec.  So we can be 
pretty sure that the couple were married in 
December. They both signed with a cross. 
From the 1851 census, we learn that James 
Cook’s wife, Ann, was born in 1816 at 
Woolfardisworthy and they had a son, 
William Cook, born in 1847 at Hartland. 
  
I suggested that in order to at least uncover 
the name of the mother of William Cory 
born in 1841, Jaclyn should send for the 
birth certificate. Sadly, when the certificate 
arrived it turned out not to be the right one. 
There are seven William Corys in the GRO 
for Devon between 1837-1843 and it would 
be a costly venture to send for all of the 
other certificates. 
 
Until I can place him with any certainty I 
have ‘attached’ young William to the tree 
of Francis Cory (1787-1870), Woolsery 
Tree 4, the root of which is Francis Cory & 
Margaret John (Woolsery Tree 1). It is 
disappointing when your research meets a 
brick wall like this but one can only hope 
that one day Jaclyn and Mathew will find 
what they are looking for.  
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Western Times 19 May 1899 
The Sunday School anniversary in connection 
with the Bible Christian Chapel in this place 
was held last Sunday and Monday.   ..……... 
 
On the Monday the weather was very 
forbidding, yet a goodly number got together 
in the afternoon to hear the Rev Hortop, who 
gave a practical discourse, which was listened 
to with pleasure. The tea was very largely 
patronised by young and old, many coming 
from a long distance. 
 
After the children and friends had finished tea, 
the evening meeting commenced. The children 
played a very important part in this service, 
and, we must say, distinguished themselves in 
a creditable manner. The recitations were of 
high order, and reflected great credit on the 
teacher and the taught. The opening piece by 
Miss Everson was very good. The recitation by 
Emma Boundy, and the dialogue by Reuben 
Cory, Tom Bray. Fred Heard and Frank 
Colwill, and Willie Colwill on the “Boy Jesus 
Christ” were well rendered. Others who took 
part were Laura Cory, Annie Wickett, Carrie 
Cory, Selina Wickett, Janie Palmer and Eli 
Brent, Lewis Boundy, Laura Roberts and 
Elizabeth Everson, Ethel Bond, Elsie Johns, 
Vera Cory, Laura Cory, Humphrey Wickett 
and William Cory. Then came the begging 
dialogue, “Milk Cans,” by Willie Wickett and 
Frank Cory. Never in the memory of those 
present have the scholars done better. The 
singing was of a very high order, the choir and 
scholars giving evidence of careful training. 
The solo of Miss Trick, “Facing the Foe 
together,” was splendidly rendered. The Rev. 
W Harris, junior minister, was a capital 
chairman. 

Bradworthy Anniversary 

I was searching online newspaper 
records for Frank Cory, and found an 
article about a chapel anniversary at 
Bradworthy and yes there was a 
Frank Cory, but not the one that I was 
looking for. Did you know that there 
are 14  Frank Cory’s in our records 
and that is not counting those 44 
named Francis? Whenever I am asked 
to find a Cory male I am always 
relieved if his wife is named as she 
makes him so much easier to find. 
 
I know that there are Corys from 
Bradworthy in our archives, but  
when I spotted Reuben Cory’s name, 
I felt that I was onto a winner.  I soon 
found him in the family of William 
Rundle Hayman Cory (1853-1933) & 
Elizabeth Susan Cann (1857-1955). 
There were 12 children born between 
1883-1903. So on that anniversary 
date William would have been 16; 
Laura, 15;  Carrie, or Caroline as she 
was baptised,  12;  Frank, 11. Vera 
Cory is also mentioned but this 
perhaps is Emily Verna Cory born 25 
Aug 1890. This full name is shown in 
her school admittance record on 25 
June 1894.  
 
William Rundle Hayman Cory 
descends from Abel Cory born in 
1756 at Pyworthy which is the tree 
that Jean Hayes’ Corys connect to. 
 
The section on the right is just the 
piece concerning the Monday event 
as this has the Cory interest. Does it 
remind anyone of their chapel days? 

Noted in a church visitors’ book: I found one of my relatives in the graveyard .  
Leads one to ponder, was the relative still living, ghostly hovering, or as we sincerely hope, 

decently buried? 



This Newsletter was written and edited by Margaret Goffin  
for the first Cory Friends’ Event at Northampton in June 2017. 

The later addition of the event write-up was contributed by Marilyn Cory. 
See Events page on Cory website for more photographs. 

Joseph Reginald Cory and Florence Abigail Burditt 

father were very close. My father's 
sister was known only as Nancy though 
her names were Margaret Nancy 
Burditt. My grandmother was from a 
large family of Burditts centred on St. 
James, Northampton, and we still keep 
in frequent touch with those remaining. 
In my father's garden shed we have 
indeed found a number of shoemaker's 
tools, though no clicking shears. My 
grandfather's right little finger stuck out 
sideways as a result of years of 
manually cutting the leather.” Nick’s 
pedigree is Table C7. 

I received an email from another Nick Cory 
who contacted the society to advise us of 
his father’s death. 
  
The photograph (right) hung on the 
bedroom wall of Nick Cory’s late father, 
Reginald Frank Cory, who was born 29 
September 1926 in St. James, 
Northampton, and died on 5 May 2016 at 
Little Eaton, Derbyshire. He is survived by 

his wife Christine Mary Cory née  
Franklin, born 17 October 1935 in 
Rainham, Kent. Their children were: 
Nicholas Andrew Franklin Cory, born 

1957,  Sarah Jane Mark née Cory, 1958; 
Joanne Elizabeth Julia Wetherall née Cory, 
1962. All were born in Northampton. 
 
Reginald was the son of Joseph Reginald 
Cory, born 1881 in Harpole, died 1961 
Northampton, and Florence Abigail Cory 
nee Burditt of St. James, Northampton.  It 
is their wedding photograph on the right. 
Joseph was a clicker in the boots and shoe 
industry in which he was still working in 
1939. The 1939 list shows him living at 10 
Melbourne Road , Northampton. 
 
I wrote back to Nick with  information 
about his family and asked if he knew 
which people were blacked out in 
Joseph’s household, as to our knowledge 
he only had two children.  Nick replied, 
“Your letter mentioned folk who are new 
to me and some which bring back 
childhood memories, such as visiting 
ancient great aunts and uncles at Harpole. 
The third person blacked out in the 1939 
register is almost certainly John Burditt, 
my grandmother's nephew, who at that 
time lived with my grandparents and who 
also very recently died. John and my 

Joseph R & Florence A Cory 


