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Dissolution 
Margaret Goffin 

On 10th March 2016, Jean Hayes, our 
Hon. Secretary, wrote to everyone in the 
2015 Membership Directory. She asked 
every member to respond on a most 
urgent and serious matter, namely that 
some members of the committee wished 
to retire, and without others to take their 
place, the Cory Society in its present 
form could not continue. A copy of our  
Standing Rules and Constitution was 
enclosed, drawing your attention to item 
7. I hope that you completed and returned 
the reply slip in the SAE provided. 
 
Our committee is getting older (671 years 
of age between nine of us!) and we are 
concerned about what would happen to 
our  research if we gradually faded away, 
like 10 little Indians until there was only 
one. Particularly alarming if that last one 
didn’t have access to the Cory records. 
The committee has remained the same for 
over 10 years and unfortunately we have 
not had anyone new join us, so with great 
sadness we have set upon safeguarding 

our data and various other collections that 
we have gathered since the Cory Society 
began in 1992. The Cory archive now 
contains over 12,219 names and 3,960 
marriages of people named Cory or 
Corey and those related to a Cory. The 
final data file of these records, without 
living people, will be transferred onto an 
external hard drive and stored with our 
other archives at the Society of 
Genealogists, London, and will be 
available for future family historians 
researching their Cory ancestors.   
 
The American Cory Family Society faced 
a similar situation last year but was able 
to find enough committee members to 
continue. We hold out a hope that 
although the English Cory Society in its 
present form will come to an end after 
this summer, the Cory rose will bloom 
again in another form.  
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In Newsletter No 53 (December 2010) 
pp 1-4, I wrote a piece called ‘The 
Girl with the Silver Spoon.’ This was 
about my grandmother Bessie Flor-
ence Cory and was based on her diary 
for the year 1896 when she was thir-
teen and living with her family at 
Langdon Court in the parish of Wem-
bury in Devon. Though I talked of her 
life I didn’t really say much about the 
house itself.  

The appearance of a new book The 
Country Houses of Devon by Hugh 
Meller, 2015, The Black Dog Press 
[Lewdon Farm, Black Dog Crediton 
EX 17 4QQ] prompts me to make 
good this omission. Meller was in an 
excellent position to write such a book 
as he had worked with the National 
Trust as curator for historic buildings 
in Devon for fifteen years from 1980. 
The result was a mammoth work in 
two volumes. The entry on Langdon 
comes in Volume II (pp597-600). 
Though there is quite a bit of overlap 
there is some material here which is-
n’t in Robin Blythe-Lord’s The Story 
of Langdon Court (Ateliers, Plymouth, 
2008). 

First of all Meller recounts the owner-
ship of the house and how, having 
been in royal hands it was sold by 
Elizabeth I to Vincent Calmady in the 
possession of whose family it re-
mained until it was sold to my great 
grandfather, Richard Cory, in 1867.  

Richard made his fortune by working 
in the coal shipping business founded 
by his father, William Cory, which 

 

Return to Langdon Court 
Mark William Cory Hassall 

Bessie Cory on the garden steps at Langdon, about 
1895 
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was based on London. It is here that Meller 
makes a slip for, in footnote 13, he links 
Richard and his family with the Cardiff 
Corys who were also into shipping but who 
were, as far as we know, surprisingly un-
connected.  

Meller describes the physical character of 
the house after the structural changes made 
by Richard. The house itself was large and 

by the time that it passed out of the Cory 
hands in 1927 it had seven principal bed-
rooms, two dressing rooms, two bath 
rooms and east facing morning rooms on 
the first floor. The attic was reserved for 
the servants’ bedrooms. As had been the 
case under the Calmadys, the accommoda-
tion was arranged around a central court-

Front view of 
Langdon Court.  
 
Note: There are 
no attic windows 
in the front 
aspect as the 
attic space was 
reserved for 
servants’ 
bedrooms! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo:  
Cory archives 

 
Richard Cory’s 
tower with its belfry  
was built on the 
north side of 
Langdon Court. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo:  
Langdon Court website 
www/langdoncourt.com/
weddings 
youngerphotography.com 

Continued on next page 
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yard but this was reduced in size and cov-
ered with a new glazed roof. The courtyard 
was entered through an external doorway 
which had the date 1877 and Richard 
Cory’s initials inscribed on it. From here 
one entered an entrance hall which was 
paved with patterned tiles. Another Victo-
rian addition was a monumental black mar-
ble chimney piece which was removed in 
1960 to the present dining room in the east 
wing, although Meller doesn’t say where it 
was originally installed.  

Meller states that Richard Cory had a new 
service entry built on the north corner and 
on p 15 of the introduction he shows this 

entrance, photographed in 1885, with the 
11 indoor staff standing in front of it most 
of whom were women but including three 
men. Perhaps the most striking addition 
that Richard Cory made was to build a 
tower and belfry furnished with battle-
ments on the north side of the house as can 
be seen in the photograph on the previous 
page. 

Finally Meller talks about the rather grand 
circle that Richard Cory moved in - this 
perhaps through the connections made by 
his second wife, Bessie Frances Coulthard 
who was much younger than her husband. 
and had been a close friend of Alfred Duke 

Shooting party at Langdon Court c1891: L to r: General Way;2nd from left, Richard Cory; 
Admiral B Clarke; Lord Monson; 5th from left, Bessie Frances Cory next to Edward VII; 
between (and behind) Bessie Cory and the Duke is Col Gore who married Bessie after Richard 
Cory’s death; Admiral Buller and Mr Craik. 
The map opposite shows areas designed to provide stock for such shooting parties– pheasantries 
and rabbit warrens with dog kennels for the gun dogs. 
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of Edinburgh. I already knew about him 
and his brother the Prince of Wales him-
self, later Edward VII, and Meller repro-
duces a photo of him at a shooting party at 
Langdon. He also mentions the future 
George VI (surely a slip for V) as well as 
Kaiser Wilhelm, Queen Alexandra and 
Lilly Langtry, - the visits of the first three 
of these four were new to me and I wonder 
where he got this from! - but Lilly Lang-
try's visits are mentioned by Robin Bythe-

Lord (p 43).  

Photographs of the Cory family, some of their 
guests and their staff, were taken in the 1880s 
and early 1890s and can be seen on Wembury 
History Society website at http://
wemburyhistory.org.uk. On the 1891 census 
there were 2 male and 6 female servants  in the 
house. The coachman lived with his wife and 
two children in Langdon Lodge.  

www.devonruralarchive.com 
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James (1802-1873) on my paternal side 

farmed Kernstone, Hartland, Devon 

and on the maternal side James (1815-

1896) was a blacksmith in 

Woolfardisworthy, also known as 

Woolsery (near Bideford), Devon. 

The latter married Catherine Grigg on 19 

Apr 1838 at Woolsery and sadly she died 

of Consumption at the age of 20 on 8 Sep 

1839 a month after the birth of Huldah (my 

great grandmother). When in 1844 he 

married Mary Nott at Littleham, an 

adjoining parish to Woolsery, he was a 

‘Tide Waiter’ and they moved to London 

probably because there was lack of work in 

North Devon. His parents, John and 

Elizabeth née Braund, looked after Huldah. 

The first child, John William, arrived at 

Morpeth Street in Bethnal Green on 25 

Aug 1845 and James was now an ‘Officer 

of the Customs’! Next was Elizabeth 

Susan on 5 Oct 1848 at 18 Braemer  

Street, Bethnal Green, and then Thomas 

Samuel born on 16 Jan 1850 at 3 

Providence Place, Albert Road, Stepney 

How Strange! My grandmothers had grandfathers named JAMES CORY! 

Ida Birch 

William Elliott & Jane (nee Cory 1842-1932), 
my paternal great grandmother 

James Cory (1815-1896), 
my maternal great grandfather,  
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who became a Brick Layer. Sadly James 

lost his second wife on 25 Aug 1852 aged 

42 on their son John’s 7th birthday. Help 

was needed: Mary Ann Goddard took the 

job along with her mother! 

We know that James visited his daughter 

Huldah and his parents in Devon in 1853 

by the following letter to Mary who was 

looking after his children in London: 

With pleasure I now take up my pen to 

write in hopes that this will find you and 

the dear children your mother and all 

quite well as I am happy to say that I am 

quite well and hearty. I did not get in to 

Bideford last night till nearly Ten 

O’Clock when we got alongside I jumped 

ashore & look[ed] round & the first that I 

saw was my poor old Father I knew him 

but he did not know me dear Huldah was 

looking out for me with Mr Methrells 

sister Mrs Kevel that is so then me 

Huldah & Father had a nice ride home I 

told her that you was going to be her dear 

Mother I have not yet said anything to 

Father & Mother yet but they are so glad 

that you are back again with me & the 

dear children again. I am happy to say 

that I found them all quite well much 

better than I expected to find them they all 

send their very best & kindest love to you 

& children. Me and HC is going down to 

see Mr Methrell & his better half they are 

quite well I only want you now to make 

me comfortable as I have not you. I am 

going to [take] HC with me she will be 

nice company for me. My dear Mary I 

sent you a leter (sic) yesterday from 

Ilfracombe so that you might have it this 

day to let you know that I was getting on. 

I hope that you ……………this day & 

about three next weeks to let me know 

how you are & how that children are 

getting on where they are good children 

or no. Now my dear Mary I do not know 

what say more the place looks as strange 

as I have never been here before. I will 

write again about Monday or Thursday if 

all is well. So My dear Mary I remain 

yours truly & affectionally till death. 

Jas Cory 

Saturday morning 

?(can not read), 9.30 In haste expect the 

postman. 

James Cory and Mary Ann Goddard 

married at Stratford, Middlesex on 24 June 

1854. 

Their first child arrived safely James 

Francis (6 Apr 1856 – Oct 1944), and he 

and his wife Alice became teachers They 

had 3 children, one son and two daughters 

Edward Joseph (1858 – c1860) a sad loss 

Mary Ann (Sep 1862 – 1915) became a 

teacher at Bradworthy, a village near 

Woolsery. She never married. 

Kaiza Miriam (27 Apr 1866 – 19 Jul 

1935) married Wm Edwin MOASE. It was  

their daughter Vera who gave me the letter 

above among other items. We were going 

down under to see our daughter and 

arranged to see Vera in Brisbane. Our time 

with her was wonderful. She could not see 

why her parents had left England and gone 

to Australia. She hated it. Her work had 

Continued overleaf 
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included going to London and she loved it. 

After being away for some time her kitchen 

was full of bugs when she returned. That 

does not happen in England! She loved 

cricket and went to all the games and when 

England was over there she wanted 

England to beat Australia! 

Arthur Henry ( 1874 – 18 Dec 1939) in 

1891 he was living at Woolsery out 

“Learning Farming”. Years later in 

Australia he was Lieutenant Colonel 

Arthur H Cory and had been Chief 

Inspector of Stock for nearly twenty-five 

years in Queensland when he died. He was 

educated at the Royal College of 

Veterinary Surgeons, London after 

practicing at centres on the west coast and 

certainly in the Bideford area. My mother 

(1900-1988) recalled that when she was a 

child her mother took her brother and her 

to a particular house – it had a tower – in 

Bideford to say goodbye to a relative going 

abroad. That ties up with Arthur returning 

to Australia at that time. Arthur married 

and had 5 sons and 1 daughter. 

Turning now to the 

WOOLFARDISWORTHY PARISH 

MAGAZINE written by the Vicar F. 

Courtenay Burrough from 1888-1922 and 

who was very much liked by all. I found a 

great deal of information about my 

relatives. Two people in the village, one a 

2nd cousin, who had kept the magazines 

and let me make copies such as the 

following which the vicar wrote about 

James and Mary: 

“When I came here 22 years ago she and 
her husband and family were living at 
“Woolsery House”. I received much 
kindness at their hands which I never wish 
to forget. Any help they could render was 
cheerfully given, and Miss M. A. Cory 
often kindly played the organ for me before 
my own children were able to do it”. 

Not far from the entry to the Church Yard: 

“In loving memory of JAMES CORY 
Formerly of this parish Late of HM 
Customs, London who died at Bideford on 
7th Jan 1896 Aged 80 years Peacefully he 
passed away From the world`s dim twilight 
To endless day Also Mary the dearly loved 
wife of the above married 24 June 1854 
died 19th August 1910 in her 80th year Set 
not the faults of other folks in view But 
rather mind what thou thyself shouldst do 
For twenty errors of the neighbours known 

Ida  joined Vera Moase in her garden in 
Brisbane, Australia. 
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. 

Will tend but little to reform thine Own” 

Over the years the Cory family scattered to 
various places BUT c1943 my father's aunt 
Bessie and her husband purchased Manor 
House Farm (at some time known as 
"Woolsery House"). It really was a farm at 
that time but deaths resulted in selling in 
1963 and there have been many owners 
since.  BUT another Cory descendent has it 

again, our son Michael and his wife Xochi 
(So-chi) purchased Manor House in 2014! 
(see page 13) 

………………………………………
For interest: There is another 
Woolfardisworthy in Devon near Crediton, 
Exeter and in my work answering queries 
of Woolsery families, some were asking 
about the wrong place! 

Tons of Coal – Piles of Rubbish 
From Bill Cory 

Bill Cory, our Kent Co-ordinator, has 
admitted that he has been an avid railway 
fan since childhood and a long-time 
member of the Industrial Locomotive 
Society. And, in a recent publication by 
that society,  he was able to enjoy his love 
of locomotives combined with his interest 
in the Cory name. Bill thought that there 
might be others amongst our membership 
who shared his interest and obtained 
permission from the author, Frank Jux, to 
reproduce in our newsletter some of the 
maps of the railways owned by Wm Cory 
& Son Ltd on the Thames and Medway.  
 
Jux notes that a William Cory was a 
Master of the Brotherhood of 
Woodmongers in 1605, thus making an 
early connection to the family name, 
although the firm that was to become Wm 
Cory & Son is not believed to have started 
before 1785. Cory and West were in 
business in 1811, and by 1817 had offices 
in New Barge House, Lambeth, where 
their landlords were Thomas & Benjamin 
Hawes. West left the firm shortly after 
1817 to be replaced by the Hawes, the 
business trading as Wm Cory & Co.  By 
the 1850’s the firm included his two sons, 
William and Richard, and in 1852 when 

their father died, the sons expanded the 
business becoming a public company by 
1896. 
 
Coal was previously slowly man-handled, 
but the arrival of costly steam ships 
brought the need for faster unloading and 
the Corys purchased an unused derrick and 
converted it to a floating coal depot to 
rapidly unload ships into barges. They 
named it ATLAS (1). We saw a picture of 
this at the Dockland Museum during the 
2014 Cory Event in London. (Newsletter 
No 64) 
 
Jux details the progress of the firm from 
shipping into railways and the merger with 
Beadle Bros which gained them a wharf 
and jetties at Erith. He also lists statistical 
information on coal to London, starting in 
1832: an incredible 2,139,078 tons by 
coast and 6,905 via the Grand Junction 
Canal. Only 90 tons were moved for the 
first time by rail in 1843, yet nothing at all 
the following year. However, such was the 
demand for coal that by 1852, rail  
amounts had increased to 377,907 tons 
with the larger proportion still transported 
coastwise at 3,330,428 tons and 37,010 by 
canal. 

Continued overleaf 
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In 1931 Corys at Erith handled 233,203 tons for the South Surburban Gas Co and at 
Gallions 111,100 for the Lea Valley gasworks. They also operated a fleet of some 900 
barges and tugs and distributed a large tonnage of coal by river and canal.  
 
SCOT (AB1309/13, type 0- 4-0ST) was the only engine purchased from north of the 
border. It was at Purfleet when new and then at Erith until 1954. Company accounts 
show that it cost £930/-/-,  and had new cylinders fitted in Nov 1941. It was sold on 30 
June 1954 for £92/-/-. 
 
There were no maps published during the war years to show the full extent of Cory’s 
railway, but the area of Longreach Gravel Pits and West Kent Sewerage was 
considerably more extensive than shown on the map. The area is now flooded and 
landscaped.  
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Corys property at Purfleet lay between the LTSR main line and the river, the dotted line 
showing the fence dividing the property. The mill buildings were those of Thames 
Board Mills, and the oil depot was in the worked out Purfleet Chalk Quarry. 
 
'Jux lists over 50 engines by name, number type and he referenced these with costs 
where known, repairs etc. Engine names include Marilyn, Barbara and place names such 
as Devon, Bristol, Darlington and Sunderland. In later years Greek names were adopted 
such as Perseus, Pegasus, Theseus and Telamon.   Telamon  (DC/VF 2568/55) was 
acquired for preservation in 1987 and it is now with the Cumbrian Railway Society at 
Oswestry. 

Continued on the next page 
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The book contains a huge amount of information for a railway enthusiast and anyone 
interested in wharves and docks, much more than we can do justice to here. Bill says 

that if anyone is interested in purchasing a copy of Tons of Coal – Piles of Rubbish, he 
has some for sale at the published price of  £5 (plus postage). Bill Cory’s address is 
on the back page. 
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An exciting day for our Devon, Cornwall 
and S. Wales co-ordinator, Ida Birch and  
her husband, Peter, as they were invited to 
Buckingham Palace to see their son, 
Michael, and his wife, Xochi, go forward 
together to receive their OBEs. The 
couple’s award in the Birthday Honours 
List was for services to technology and 
online services. 
 
At the end of the awards ceremony, held by 
Prince Charles, Michael, Xochi and their 
guests were taken to an apartment on the 
first floor overlooking the Mall where they 
were joined by Princess Beatrice. Ida said 
that this was quite unexpected as Princess 
Beatrice, who Michael and Xochi met in 
New York, had thought that she would still 
be at an earlier engagement. Ida thought 
that the Princess was really lovely and so 

natural, putting them all at ease. Prince 
Andrew, who had been at a business 
meeting in the City, joined the group, 
before dashing off to another engagement. 
 
Michael Birch, who grew up in Cuffley, 
and his American wife Xochi, founded 
Bebo which was sold to AOL in 2008. The 
hardworking couple are fast becoming 
'moguls' with the recent building of a 
private members club in San Francisco and 
a pub, Manor House, and fish and chip 
shop in the sleepy Devon village of 
Woolsery! (see page 9) The couple are 
dedicated to raising funds for various 
charitable causes one of which raised 
$7,000,000 and recently hosted a campaign 
visit by Hillary Clinton at their home. 
 
 

Buckingham Palace Presentation 
Margaret Goffin 

Michael and Xochi Birch with their three children, their parents and Princes Beatrice: 
From the left: Xochi’s parents, Grace and Felipe Torres, Devon, Xochi, Joseph, Princess 
Beatrice, Michael, Isabella, and Michael’s parents, Ida and Peter Birch. 
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We visited Dyffryn Gardens during our 
Bristol Event in 2010 and it was a lovely 
place to spend a sunny day. Once the home 
of Coal Magnate, John Cory, it is now part 
of the National Trust Gardens Scheme. The 
Dyffryn Estate  was sold after the death in 
1936 of Florence Margaret Cory. It was 
bought by Sir Cennyd Traherne and leased 
in 1939 to Glamorgan County Council on a 
999-year lease, until his death in 1995. His 
nephew, Councillor Rhodri Llewellyn 
Traherne, sold the freehold of Dyffryn 
House and Gardens to the Vale of 
Glamorgan for the sum of £300,000 in 
1939. In 1996 the council the grounds were 
restored to their original design.  

Rosemary Holloway spotted an article 
about Prince Charles’ 2015 visit and also 
another about Dr Who at Dyffryn! Internet 
searches for Dr Who at Dyffryn show that 
several scenes from the series have actually 
been filmed there. The Doctor Who team 
arrived in rather muddy Dyffryn Gardens 
on Thursday 20 October 2005 returning the 
following Monday for more work, 
completing the scenes in the Castle Room 
where the Doctor commanded one of the 
clockwork droids to abort its attack on 
Reinette. Also recorded on the first day was 
a shot of the sinister monks in the 
Torchwood Estate courtyard as required for 

the episode Tooth and Claw.  A couple of 
years later, Euros Lyn and the Doctor Who 
team were back for another day of 
recording. It was a major site of filming for 
the Doctor Who episode Forest of the 
Dead. This time the building featured as 
the CAL hospital, in the cyberspace 
environment where the Doctor's companion 
Donna Noble found herself in the episode 
Forest Of The Claw. Interior scenes in 
Dyffryn House were also taped of River 
Song reading to the children, and of Donna 
with her own children in their bedroom 
during her virtual lifetime. Not being a Dr 
Who fan myself, it’s all Greek to me, but 
those of you with children or grandchildren 
who followed Dr Who will be more 
knowledgeable and can point out the Cory 
connection when those episodes are 
repeated! 

Dyffryn is now an arrangement of several 
formal gardens to which Prince Charles 
made an official visit when it re-opened in 
2007. The extensive gardens were laid out 
revealing much about how rich Victorians 
spent their money on plant-related 
obsessions. John’s youngest son, Reginald 
Radcliffe Cory, was an enthusiastic 
horticulturist and a member of the Royal 
Horticultural Society and creator of 
Dyffryn Gardens. On the death of his 
brother Sir Clifford Cory (his brother, 
Herbert Beynon, having died in 1927) he 
succeeded to the Manor of St. Nicholas, 
Glamorgan but left Dyffryn, where his 
sister Florence still lived, to live at 
Wareham, Dorset. Reginald Cory was 
President of the National Dahlia Society 
and Prince Charles and Camilla planted 
some dahlias in the garden when they 
visited in 2015. Prince Charles also visited 

 

Dyffryn Gardens -in the News 
 

Margaret Goffin 

Front View of Dyffryn House 
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS:  

The committee would like to thank all 
members who renewed their 
subscription.  
 
It might seem rather odd that after 
receiving the membership renewal form 
with the December newsletter, the Hon 
Sec’s letter with notice of the proposed 
dissolution followed in March.  However, 

the existing Cory Society will continue for 
this year, and membership of the society 
entitles you to newsletters, issued three 
times a year, and rest assured, another two 
issues are planned for 2016 to keep you 
informed. We will also provide funds so 
that the Cory website will remain online 
for some years to come.  

the garden in June 2014 and photos of 
these visits and other images of the garden 
can be found on Dyffryn Gardens website. 

Reginald Cory died in 1934 leaving over 
£400,000, the residue of his property, to 
Cambridge University, to be expended in 
the upkeep of the Botanic Gardens and 
also a yearly annuity to his widow. He had 
married in 1930, Cambridge girl Miss 
Rosa B Kester, a postman’s daughter, 
much to the surprise of both their families. 
Miss Kester, described in newspaper 
reports as ‘a pretty blonde’, first met her 
husband when she was secretary to the 
curator of the Botanical Garden to which 
he was a generous benefactor. There were 
no children born to the marriage.  

The house was given to the nation as ‘the 
Welsh Kew' but minus most of its contents 
and in poor repair. As for the inside, still 
undergoing some restoration - all the 
furnishings including curtains, tapestries 
and furniture were sold and the family 
papers destroyed as instructed in John 
Cory's daughter Florence’s will.  Why sell 
everything? Perhaps the house was already 
in need of renovation?  

All of Florence Cory’s brothers died 
before her, the last being Reginald 
Radcliffe Cory, leaving only her brother, 
Herbert Beynon Cory’s, fourth  son, 

Herbert Chichester Cory (1895-1967).  
I’m told that John Cory’s will runs into 10 
pages, and that of his son, Reginald, six 
pages! 

The answer could also lie in Reginald 
Cory’s widow. Miss Florence Cory only 
found out about Reginald’s marriage by 
reading about it in the paper, and perhaps 
believed Reginald had married beneath 
him, to a much younger girl too. Reginald 
died in 1934 and two years later, in March 
1936, Rosa married again to Leopold H 
Landman, seven years her junior. Florence 
Cory died in Nov 1936. Did Florence 
change her will in those final months or 
had she already set her heart against Rosa? 
In the 1939 Lists, Leopold Landman was a 
Lieut Commander (Operational Division) 
in the Royal Navy; his wife was listed as  
‘unpaid domestic duties’. They had a 
daughter, Rosemary, born in 1937 and a 
companion help, perhaps to assist with 
Rosa’s father, Walter Kester, who was 
living with them. Her father’s occupation 
was listed as Assistant Inspector General 
Post Office (Retired). He had done well. 

However, Dyffryn lives on, the gardens 
restored and constantly restocked for 
visitors. The house is slowly being 
restored, supported by visitors and, no 
doubt, the fees from hiring out to film 
crews. Long may it continue. 
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