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Isle of Wight Cory Chemists  
Margaret Goffin 

The red asterix marks the site of the Cory’s chemist shop in Newport High Street, which together 
with the premises next door, later became a branch of Burtons. The sign above the name plate 
reads, in very large letters, ‘READY MONEY ONLY’! Note too that even in the early 1900s, when 
this photograph was taken, the High Street  road surface was soft, and marked by tyre tracks. 
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Henry Cory was the son of John Cory of 
Bodmin and Maria Roberts who married at 
St Austell in 1808. The couple had 6 
children; Francis John, 1809; Sophia 
Roberts, 1811; Richard, 1813; Henry, 
1816; Ellen, 1819 and Maria, 1820. John 
Cory in 1841 was a 'maltser' living with his 
wife and family at East Turnpike in St 
Austell. In the 1851 census he was listed as 
an 'auctioneer', assisted by his daughter 
Sophia. His other two daughters were also 
still living at home, but both were teachers. 
John died later that year, aged 68 years. His 
eldest son, Francis, a 'scrivener' by trade, 
died in 1847 and another son, Richard, a 
customs officer, died two years later in 
1849. His last surviving son, Henry, had 
left Cornwall to work in the Isle of Wight. 
 
Henry was a chemist who married Jane 
Rogers at Newport in 1838. She was the 
daughter of his partner, John Rogers. The 
partnership was dissolved on 29 Sep 1846 
according to a report in Perry's Bankrupt 
and Insolvent Gazette! However, under 
Henry, the shop at 139, (later renumbered 
as 132) High Street, Newport, continued to 
do well. Henry was still in charge in the 
1861 census and now had his son, John 
Henry, to assist him.  
 
John Henry Cory was born in May 1839, 
and his proud father, Henry, had marked 
his arrival with a notice in the birth section 
of the Royal Cornwall Gazette, dated 10 
May 1839: On Friday Last at Newport Isle 
of Wight, to Mrs Cory wife of Henry Cory, 
chemist & c., of a son, late of St Austell. 
Two years later, a daughter, Maria Jane 
Cory, was born but it was a further  
sixteen years before a second son, Francis 
Albert Cory, was born in 1857. A 
newspaper report later noted Henry's death 

as 31 March 1864, after a short illness, at 
139 High St, Newport. 
 
Henry's daughter, Maria Jane, married 
William Tonkin Banks in 1869 at St 
Thomas, Newport. The marriage certificate 
shows that they were both of full age and 
that the groom’s father had an unusual 
name, Baker Banks. The occupation of 
both father and son was Manager of an 
Estate.  The 1861 census revealed that the 
estate was the Charlestown Estate and 
Harbour, in Mevagissey, Cornwall. 
William, born in 1841, was the harbour 
manager’s clerk. I was unable to find 
William Banks in the 1871 census. 
Unfortunately, Maria Jane was not with her 
husband, she was visiting two of her 
husband's sisters in Downshire Hill, St 
John, Hampstead. William’s second name 
of Tonkins helped me find his death, aged 
34, in 1875. 
 
Six years later in the 1881 census, Maria 
Jane Banks, a widow, had a job in Cheadle 

The Isle of Wight Corys– Bodmin to the Isle of Wight 
 

Margaret Goffin 

The port at Charlestown developed in the late-
18th century from the fishing village of West 
Polmear and has remained relatively 
unchanged. 
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teaching languages. She had returned to the 
Isle of Wight by the night of the 1891 
census to Channel View, Hope Road, 
Shanklin, and was 'living on her own 
means'. I have read that phrase many times 
without really considering what that 
actually meant to a woman’s independence 
and life-style. 
 
John Henry Cory continued his father's 
business, marrying Louisa Inskipp in 
Camberwell in 1866 so that in the 1871 
census the household consists of John, 31; 
Louisa, 27; his mother Jane, 54, annuitant; 
brother, Francis, 14, no occupation; and 
two apprentices. They also had a servant, 
Alice Lewis, from Kent, who was 17. The 
apprentices weren't local lads and 
presumably had seen the positions 
advertised in a newspaper - perhaps that 
was how Henry Cory had come to work in 
Newport? 
 
In 1881, John's brother, Francis, had 
qualified as a Chemist and Druggist, and 
there was a different apprentice, and 
different servant girl, both were 17. John's 
mother still lived with them, but Louisa 

was not at home. I found her lodging in 
Hastings with Maria Hill, a young widow 
with 3 children, all of whom were marked 
as 'scholars' and oddly, so was Louisa! 
Maria née Inskipp was Louisa's sister and 
had married Herbert Hill in 1864. Sadly, 
Louisa was not long for this world and died 
four years later. I can find no record of 
children born to John and Louisa. 

 
John, like his father before him, was a 
Conservative. An article in The Isle of 
Wight Observer, dated 17 Sep 1881 reports 
that John H Cory, being the only candidate 
nominated, was elected to the vacant seat 
on the Town Council. In the evening the 
Town Band turned out and enlivened our 
streets, and a Conservative meeting at 
Warburton's Hotel, resolved itself into a 
convivial meeting, and all was gay when 
“Jonny came marching home.”  
 
This was a much happier outcome to 
events than the previous year when, shortly 
after the results of the poll were announced 
from the balcony of the Town Hall, the 
defeated Conservative candidate was being 
escorted along the High Street. George 

Warburtons Hotel, 
Quay Street, 
Newport, still bears 
the name of its 
founder, Benjamin 
Warburton from 
Leicester,  who, in 
census documents 
of 1861 and 1871 
was listed as the 
owner with his 
wife, Catherine, 
from Kinsale, 
Ireland. 

Continued overleaf 
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Johnson, a hawker, was tripped up as the 
crowd surged towards the candidate. 
Johnson alleged that John Cory struck his 
head with a thick walking stick, causing 
him to fall down unconscious and cut his 
head badly. Johnson had two witnesses to 
corroborate his story, but two police men 
who escorted the candidate, saw the hawker 
stumble, but did not see anyone strike him. 
The bench considered that this threw 
sufficient doubt on the case and dismissed 
it, much to the dissatisfaction to the 
Liberals of the town. 
 
John did not marry again until 1887, to Ada 
Rose Chinchen from East Cowes, who was 
25 years younger than him, but they also 
did not have children. 
 
In 1891 the couple were living in Queens 
Road, Chertsey, Surrey. John still gave his 
occupation as 'Chemist', although it doesn't 
look as if he was running a business at the 
premises as there were no apprentices and 
no servants. He later reported this period as 

retiring to private life owing to illness. 
However, there is a listing for him in 1893 
in The Business Indexes of Britain, 1892-
1987: Dispensing Chemist at 84 High St., 
Cowes. He took over this long established 
business in 1892.  
 
In an article about the Newport shop at 132 
High Street, John Cory said that this was 
probably one of the oldest established 
pharmacies in the Isle of Wight, having 
been in the Cory hands for fully a century. I 
was surprised at this, because the earliest I 
have noted was his father, Henry. A  
newspaper article reported that his premises 
occupied a prime position on the High 
Street, comprising a three story building, 
having a full-fronted shop, a proportion of 
which was a show-room while the 
remainder was a dispensing laboratory. 
(See photo on front cover.) 
 
John inherited patronage from the Royal 
family from the previous business. He was 
said to have gained more than a merely 
local reputation for his tonic neuralgic pills, 
his quinine tonic, iron tonic and his 
effervescing fruit citrate. The latter was 
also mentioned in a court case, as being 
sold without an alcoholic licence, but the 
case was once again found in Cory's 
favour. 
 
There is yet another newspaper article in 
1892 concerning a court case brought by a 
fisherman at Niton, whose son had been 
delivering fish when he was bitten on the 
thigh by a dog owned by Cory, a chemist at 
Newport. Cory cauterised the wound and 
arranged for Dr Holman to attend it for a 
month. The boy's father sued Cory for £50 
damages. His Honour gave judgement for 
the plaintiff for £10 and costs. 
 
Whilst John was in Chertsey, the shop in 
Newport was run by his brother Francis, 
now married to Emily. I have not been able 
to find their marriage record, so only know 

Newport Guildhall, and the balcony where 
John Henry Cory would have made his 
acceptance speech in 1881. It is now the 
Museum and Tourist Centre. 
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from census documents that Emily was 
born in 1863 at Kimmeridge, Dorset.  
 
In the 1891 census, there were two different 
apprentices. The domestic servant was 
Hunba Rose, just 16 and from Newport. 
Shockingly, Emily died, aged 35, and was 
buried on 2 Jan 1898 and then Francis died 
shortly after from TB and was buried on 2 
June 1898. They were buried at St. Johns, 
Carisbrooke. There are no gravestones and 
their plots are overgrown and the cemetery 
is no longer used. 
  
I found that Francis Albert's probate was 
granted to Rose Marselsay, spinster, and 
Frank King, accountant, and was for  
£1058.4s.9d. This set me off in search of 
Rose Marselsay. I didn't have far to look; 
she was the Hunba Rose, domestic servant 
in the 1891 census. Rose's mother, Sarah 
Ann Marselsay, married George 
Humber in 1879 so Rose was using the 
surname Humber for a time, later reverting 
to Marselsay. I have found no family 
connection to a Cory; Rose was just there 
when Emily and Francis needed her, and 
her loyalty was rewarded. 

 
John and Ada returned home to Newport 
and were back in the shop in the 1901 
census. The business was run by John and 
Ada, with a domestic to do the housework. 
John again had an unfortunate brush with 
the law in 1906 and was taken to court for a 
slight technical offence, namely selling 
magnesia 13% deficient of the 
requirements of the British Pharmacopoeia 
(of which he was an Associate.) John's 
defence was that he had had the magnesia 
in the shop for a long time, and it had 
naturally lost weight through attracting 
moisture. The case was dismissed on 
payment of costs of 7s.6d. 
 
John was 70 when he died on 14 July 1909. 
His address in St Thomas' Church burial 
records was 88, The Mall, Newport.  
 
Ada went to live with John's aunt, Maria 
Cory, who had not married and was 
living at Belle Vue Terrace, Bodmin Road, 
St Austell. Maria was the last of the 3 
sisters, all listed as unmarried, retired 
governesses in 1901, living at Belle Vue 
Terrace; Sophia, 90; Ellen, 83 and Maria, 
80. I expect that their domestic servant, 
Annie Green, at 23 years old, was kept 
busy! Maria died aged 94 in 1915, naming 
Ada Rose Cory, widow, and her Bank 
Manager in the probate (Effects 
£3,140.19s.5d.) Maria left 200 shares in the 
Great Western Railway. I don't know if 
Ada inherited anything from Maria's estate. 
Perhaps she was now in need of a home 
and found someone to care for her, because 
in 1916 Ada married Walter A Burn at 
Marylebone.  
 
Henry and Jane Cory’s three children left 
no issue. Henry’s parents, John Cory and 
Maria Roberts, had 6 children, who also 
left no issue. It does seem very unlucky! 

 
The updated pedigree table for this family is 
Tree 25: Bodmin; St Austell; Isle of Wight.  

The Mall, Newport 
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Friday, 17th June 2016  
 
After a hearty breakfast we left the 

Trouville Hotel, Sandown, at 10am. Our 

driver for the day was Ian. 

Our first calling point was All Saints 
Parish Church of Ryde. Our link being The 
Venerable Alexander Cory, who was Vicar 
from 1946 to 1952. Later, he became Hon. 
Canon of Portsmouth and Archdeacon for 
the whole island and moved to Quarr Hill 
House on the outskirts of Ryde. 

All Saints was designed by the architect 

Sir George Gilbert Scott and it is an 

imposing majestic Gothic structure, built 

in 1867 as a landmark church overlooking 

the Solent. We were greeted by Randal 

Cross. After tea and biscuits we were 

introduced to the Reverend Canon Graham 

who gave us an interesting talk about the 

church’s history and alterations that had 

been done to the church. 

All Saints lost most of its stained glass in 

the south aisle following a landmine 

explosion in WW2. These windows were 

later reglazed by clear glass windows thus 

increasing the natural lighting in the 

church to great advantage. The church also 

has a splendid large modern dais which 

was completed in 2015. 

Canon Graham’s talk was followed by 

Randal explaining the necessary repairs 

which have been done and further ones 

that need doing. 

We were invited to wander around the 

The Cory Event in the Isle of Wight 

The Venerable Alexander Cory (1890-1973) 

All Saints Parish Church of Ryde. 
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church to view the pulpit, font and organ 

which were magnificent. We went into the 

choir and clergy vestry, which also 

doubles as the choirs' practice room. We 

were stunned by the prolific amount of 

choral scores for use of the choir. 

Our next stop was for a lovely buffet lunch 

at the Royal Victoria Yacht Club at 

Fishbourne, where Alexander was a 

member, although he kept his boat at their 

original premises on Ryde seafront. 

Unfortunately, when we were due to leave 

the heavens opened, and, it is with thanks 

to Ian our coach driver that we were saved 

from getting totally drenched!  

Ian drove us into Ryde where we were 

dropped off at the Victoria Arcade in front 

of the Heritage Centre, where for a small 

payment we went into its small museum. 

Here we were amused by a unique ‘Saucy 

Postcard’ exhibition by the renowned 

Donald MacGill. We also saw many 

interesting displays of books, clothes etc. 

pertaining to WW2 as well as maps and 

pictures showing the development of Ryde 

from early Victorian times. 

On leaving the Museum, the intention was 

to walk to the original Royal Victoria 

Yacht Club building, but due to another 

cloudburst we had to dash for the coach. 

After leaving Ryde we travelled to the 

Brading Roman Villa. This is a splendid 

example of a Romano-British building of 

the 2nd century AD, although excavations 

identify even earlier buildings from 1st 

century. The site was inhabited for over 

300 years. It was mainly used for growing 

crops and vegetables which were then 

exported by sea to the mainland. 

The archaeological site is completely 

covered by a splendid modern building 

and shows the remains of 12 rooms which 

have a fine display of mosaics and 

artefacts. The building also houses a shop 

and café. 

We arrived back at our hotel at 4.30pm 

and all agreed that it had been a very 

interesting, enjoyable day. 

Barbara & Steve Sowden 

Saturday, 18th June, 2016 

 
We boarded the coach bound for Newport, 
our first stop of the day, passing as we 
went Hope Road, Shanklin, to which 
Henry Cory’s widowed daughter, Maria 
Jane, retired by 1891. 
 
We met up with our guide, Richard Smout, 
and began our walk in Town Lane. He 
explained that the old part of the town was 
set out in a grid pattern dating from 
medieval times, with lots of alleyways. In 
the 1840’s there was an outbreak of 
cholera because of the poor water system. 
 
Newport has two main squares; St. James’ 

A section of mosaic floor at Brading Villa 

Continued on the next page 
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where the Victoria Memorial was erected 
and which used to house the cattle and 
corn markets; the other is St. Thomas’ 
square, with lots of small blocks of 
buildings. Richard took us into the church 
of St. Thomas and gave us some 
information about Henry Cory who 
married Jane Rogers there on 21st August 
1838. On the marriage certificate, Henry’s 
father was entered as a Gent, and Jane’s 
father as a chemist, witnesses were her 
aunt, Sophia Cory, and John Rogers, the 
groom's father. (see page 2) 
 
St Thomas' church was completely rebuilt 
in 1848/9 and Prince Albert laid the 
foundation stone. In 1856 Henry paid 15/- 
for two pews, one numbered 76 North 
Aisle, and the other one on the south side. 
Later his son, John Henry Cory took over 
these pews and was also a church-warden 
in the last half of 1870’s. He was also a 
Conservative councillor for the North 
Ward, although this was noted as ‘comes in 

on uncontested by-election in September 
1881’. John Henry held the post until the 
next election in October 1882. 
 
Richard showed us what was formerly 139 
High Street, (later renumbered as 132) 
where Henry had a chemist shop This 
census shows two apprentices and a female 
servant as well as his mother, Jane Cory, 
widow, who lived there until her death in 
1890. The Town Hall from which John 
Henry made his acceptance speech after 
being elected was just at the end of the 
High Street. 
 
Our next stop was Quarr Hill House, where 
the Venerable Alexander Cory lived whilst 
Arch Deacon of the Isle of Wight. Kate 
and John Lillington abide there now and it 
is an extremely charming home which 
hasn’t been altered since Alexander lived 
there. They very kindly let us look around 
the house and beautiful large garden and 
even laid on refreshments for lunch.  
 
A member of our company, Alison 
Kozowyk, was the granddaughter of 
Alexander, and had brought with her a 
photograph of herself (see below) aged 
about 3 or 4, standing by the large window 
in the lounge. I am sure that the trip was 
extremely memorable for her and we were 

Interior of St Thomas’ church showing some 
of the remaining box pews . 
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all certainly captivated by this lovely 
family home and the generous welcome 
from Kate and John. 
 
After lunch we visited Osborne House, 
East Cowes, the former Royal residence of 
Queen Victoria. The house was built as a 
summer home and retreat and was re-
designed by Prince Albert and built 
between 1845-1851. The original house 
was a three-storey Georgian house with 
beautiful views over the Solent, but was 
not big enough for their needs and 
therefore was demolished to make way for 
a new and far larger house. 
 
My favourite room was The Durbar Room, 
it was extremely grand and looked like an 
Indian palace, all white, and elaborately 
decorated. In a cabinet were gifts that 

Queen Victoria received on her Golden 
and Diamond jubilees. These included 
lovely engraved silver and copper vases, 

Fifth from the left, Kate Lillington and her husband, John, (5th from the right) who welcomed the 
Cory visitors to their home at Quarr Hill House. Alison Kozowyk, the granddaughter of Alexander 

Cory, is nine from the left in the back row. 

Continued on the next page 

A view of the parterre gardens at Osborne 
House. 
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Indian armour and two models of an Indian 
palace, beautiful gifts from her Empire. 
The room was designed by Bhai Ram 
Singh and I thought it truly regal. 
 
We walked along the path to the “Swiss 
Cottage”, which had been dismantled and 
brought piece by piece from Switzerland in 
1854-5. The nine royal children were 
encouraged to garden, each one having 
their own plot, and to learn to cook. They 
also had rooms which housed their 
collectibles, be it fossils, interesting carved 
items or anything they thought unusual, 
which I found most interesting. I feel that 
the children really liked this building and 
could be themselves there, where the 
furniture was child size to fit their needs. 
 
Queen Victoria died at Osborne House in 
January 1901 and following her death the 
house became surplus to royal requirements 
and was given to the state. 
 
We had a most inspiring day. 

Marilyn Cory 

 
 
 
 

Sunday, 19th June  
 
After breakfast we gathered outside the 
hotel to say goodbye to Sian and Glyn 
Roberts who were leaving for home that 
day. As we were all assembled together we 
took the opportunity for a group photo,  
different photographers leaving the group 
to take a shot, until a guest from our hotel 
offered to take one of all of us. As usual he 
was handed one camera after another and 
good-naturedly kept snapping even though 
his coach was waiting. 
 
This was a ’free’ day so the Corys split up 
into little groups depending on their choice 
of attraction: railway enthusiasts steamed 
off to the heritage railway; others 
enthusiastically headed for the Garlic Farm; 
and some to Carisbrooke Castle.  
 
We went to the Needles, discovered a chair 
lift, glass factory, and the Marconi 
Monument. This marks the precise location 
where Marconi undertook his pioneering 
work, in December 1897, to investigate and 
experiment with transmission to ships at 
sea. Marconi set up his revolutionary 
wireless equipment in the Royal Needles 
Hotel, above Alum Bay, and sent the very 
first wireless transmission, which led to 
radio and all telecommunications as we 

The Durbar Room 
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know it today.  
 
We made our way back along the coast, 
stopping off to enjoy the view from the 
cliff tops overlooking Blackgang Chine, 
and walking beside roses growing in the 
hedge-way which looked just like a Cory 
rose and smelt divine. We returned to the 
hotel for yet another excellent meal in jolly 
good company. 
 
 
Monday, 20th June 
 
We awoke next morning to a wet, blustery 
day, and the sea outside our bedroom 
window was unusually grey and choppy. 
The Corys said their goodbyes after 
breakfast, and there were sad faces and 
some tears as we loaded up for home. It 
seemed at the time that there might never 

be another such event again, but as you will 
read on page 15, another is already being 
arranged and all of you are invited! 

 
Margaret Goffin 

Front left: Jean Hayes, in front of Ayron, James & Gurjit Cory; Bill Cory; Ned 
Kozowyk; Brenda & Roger Miller; Win Cory; Alison Kosowyk; Kingsley Goffin; Mark 
Hassall; Paul & Rosemay Holloway; Ida & Peter Birch; Barbara & Steve Sowden; 
Marilyn & Colin Cory; Sian & Glyn Roberts.  



The Cory Society August 2016 Newsletter No 70, Page 12 

Kipling in Westward Ho! 
Ida Birch 

In 1874 the United Services College in 

Westward Ho! was built for the sons of 

officers. Rudyard Kipling was a pupil there 

from 1878-1882. His book “Stalky and Co” 

is based on his school days there. The 

school itself was built in 1874 shortly 

before Kipling’s arrival and in the 

following year the swimming pool was 

constructed as we learn from the following 

passage. 

(1) The Story of Westward Ho! by 

Ronald Mays 

Blasted out of the rocky shore and built in 

less than six months, the Great Nassau 

Bath (later the Patio Pool) was opened 

with a flourish on 10th July 1875. The 

name “Nassau” probably needs to be 

explained to my reader as it did to me. This 

name has been borne by members of the 

Molesworth family ever since William III 

King of England and Prince of Nassau 

stood godfather to the son of the 1st 

Viscount Molesworth. 

What has this to do with the Cory Society? 

James Cory (born in Torpoint, Cornwall on 

21 Mar 1838), wife, Mary, and 3 children 

moved from South West Devon to the 

North, Appledore, near Bideford by 1871. 

Another move was to Westward Ho!. In 

1881 there were 5 children with them: 

William J aged 15, Ellen 12, Florence 9, 

their first born in the north, Amy 6 and 

James N 4. They must have moved to the 

north of Devon c1872. 

(2) “Schooldays with Kipling” by G C 

Beresford tells us in his book:  

Most of our sea-water bathing took place in 

the swimming-baths-the long salt-water 

baths beside the rocky shore, the Nassau 

Baths or Cory’s Baths. Bathing here was 

the great summer afternoon function, when 

compulsory cricket was not on. The bath, 

about 50 yds by 15 yds was monopolised by 

the school; strangers were never there. It 

was, of course, much safer than the sea for 

a mob of boys, and available in any 

weather. It was 4 ft. deep at the shallow 

end and 6 ft. 6 in. deep at the deep end. At 

the shallow end congregated the small boys 

who had not yet learned to swim.  

A refreshment to the system when chilled or 

exhausted by that ration of the Atlantic that 

was impounded in the swimming-bath by 

means of a steam pumping-engine must be 

mentioned. Corry, the stumpy custodian, 

provided a full and unfragrant cup of tea 

and a biscuit for those who could 

materialise from shrunken pockets the sum 

of three pence. 

How I wish there had been refreshments 

available when I had to make visits on 

Saturdays, by coach, from Edgehill College 

not far away on the edge of Bideford. I 

hated to be in the water and never learned 

to swim but useful on my back as a 

“dummy” for friends’ lifesaving practices! 

What happened subsequently to the 

Nasssau Pool and its ‘stumpy custodian’? 

The answer is partly given in the third 

passage: 
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(3) Old Bideford and District by Muriel 

Goaman. 

The Great Nassau Swimming Baths were 

originally built for the pupils of the United 

Services College. When the College moved 

in 1904 the Baths were opened to the 

public, and return ticket holders on the 

Railway were admitted. 

As for James Cory and family they moved 
to the Swimming Baths in Penarth, South 
Wales. He died at the age of 56, and was 
buried on 4 May 1895 at St Augustine. 

The photo, 
believed to be 
of James Cory 
out side the 
Swimming 
Baths. 

At last after promising to do so since 
2013, the new look website is online. The 
address remains the same, 
corysociety.org.uk but rather than a 
window to tell the world what the Cory 
Society is, it is now a Cory Archive of 
what we were and what we have achieved 
with the help of our members. 
 
Pedigree Tables and Newsletters are 
included on the website although the 
actual Cory database is not on-line. 
Hopefully, the website will be a place to 
go for anything you wanted to remember 
about the Corys. There is a lot to look 
through so you will not do it all in one 

sitting! Why not make a cuppa and take a 
short look? You can view it on a mobile, 
iPad, lap top, or computer, and if you 
don’t have internet access at home, online 
at your local library. Don't forget to share 
the news with your friends and relatives. 
Just so that they know what they have 
been missing all these years! 

A huge thank you to all of you who have 
contributed articles for the newsletter. 
With very best wishes and happy 
memories,  

from the Cory Society Webmaster  
& Newsletter Editor. 

The Cory Archive is Online 
Margaret Goffin 
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It is some time since I last put a ‘from the 
Hon. Sec.’ piece into the Newsletter. I used 
to ask regularly for volunteers to do my 
job! There were never any takers! I have 
been secretary for 20 years now and this is 
my last chance to speak directly to the 
membership. 

Thanks. 

Thanks to everyone who replied to my 
March letter asking you to vote about 
dissolution. You will see the result in the 
AGM Minutes. Thank you to so many of 

you who took the time to thank the 
committee members for all their work over 
many years. It was really appreciated. 

On behalf of the committee I thank all 
members for regularly paying their ‘subs’ 
which allowed the Newsletters to be 
produced and our other work to continue. 
Our Newsletter collection is a real treasure 
trove for us to leave behind to describe our 
discoveries, achievements and fun over the 

years. 

The past, present and the future. 

At present I am busy co-ordinating the 
deposit of copies of our past research in the 

Society of Genealogists, London. All 
details of living people have been removed 
from this, for security reasons. You agreed 
with our choice of this place which will  
a] keep our work safely and b] allow future 
researchers access to it. Non-members of 
that society will pay a small fee for a visit 

there. It all helps fund their work. 

I plan to use what future time and brain 
power I have left to tidy my ‘piles & files’ 

into small illustrated booklets to leave to 
the children, grandchildren and cousins. 
Have you written your memories down 
before it is too late? 

I shall look forward to the Cory Family 
Friends annual get-togethers, the first of 
which will be led by Marilyn Cory who has 
organised so many of our past events. I 
shall also look forward to keeping in touch 
by regularly looking at the new improved 
Cory Website www.corysociety.org.uk 
which Margaret Goffin is in process of 
writing and will maintain. I do hope anyone 
who is not technology-minded will press 
someone of the younger generation to help 
them see the website on a tablet or other 
device. Many oldies near me use tablets a 
lot - as they cannot wander round the big 
stores in Kingston any more, they do their 
shopping online. Congratulations to all 
silver-surfers! 

So it is best wishes to you all, and 
‘Farewell’.  

 

From the Hon. Sec……….A Farewell 

Jean Hayes 

http://www.corysociety.org.uk/
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The Cory Family Friends 
Marilyn Cory 

How should we go forward and keep the 
companionships that we have formed 
over the past years?  
 
Following the decision to dissolve The 
Cory Society, it has been decided to form 
a new and informal group of Cory Family 
Friends. The raison d’etre for the Friends 
is purely as a social meeting of past 
members of the Cory Society, who have so 
much enjoyed the companionship of 
previous gatherings and wish to continue 
this camaraderie.  
 
There will be no formal structure and no 
membership fees will be payable. This is 
not a research society nor will there be a 
committee. It is not intended to field 
requests for Cory Family information, there 
will be no newsletter, nor will there be any 
Cory books for sale. All communication 
will be by email to those who have 
expressed an interest in, and consented to, 
receiving information. The aim of the 
group is to hold an annual social meeting at 
various locations, to be decided upon each 
year by the following year’s organiser, to 
meet up, for a day or a weekend, either to 
continue meeting in June, or maybe 
September if it is more suitable to the 
group. I am arranging the 2017 gathering 
and Barbara and Steve Sowden have 
already offered to arrange something for 
2018. 
 
Jean Hayes thought it a nice idea that the 
first gathering of the Cory Family Friends 
should be in June 2017 in Harpole, 
Northamptonshire, where the first Cory 
Society meeting was held in 1992, and 
where the society got off the ground all 
those years ago. A form is enclosed with 
this issue for anyone interested in attending 

this or future events, and should be 
returned to this year’s organiser, Marilyn 
Cory, via website. 
 
Suggestions for the 2017 June meeting 
(around 16th) 

 
Friday: Meet and have evening meal at 
The Turnpike– possible talk by Malcolm 
Deacon,  a popular speaker on a variety of 
historical subjects.  

 
Saturday: AM: - Charles Rennie 
Mackintosh House, 78 Derngate, a 
remodelled house by this famous architect. 
Light Lunch at The Sun Inn, Kislingbury 
PM: - Flowerpot festival – Kislingbury 
(usually held around 17 June.) 
 
Sunday: AM: - Informative walk in 
Harpole, re: trade and commerce, given by 
Jennifer Smith. 
PM: Either - Deene Park, a beautiful 
Tudor and Georgian Mansion, home of the 
Brudenell family since 1514; Most notable 
of the family ancestors is the 7th Earl of 
Cardigan who led the charge of the Light 
Brigade. Gardens open from 12.00 – house 
from 2.00pm to 5.00pm. Every Sunday in 
June.  
Or—Lamport Hall & Gardens – 400 years 
of the Isham family, superb collection of 
paintings and furniture and the first alpine 
rock garden in England. Also home to the 
first garden gnome! 
Evening meal – The Wharf, Bugbrooke, by 
the canal. 
 
Monday: Canons Ashby House & 
Gardens, National Trust – charming home 
of the Dryden family since medieval times. 



 
 
Officers: -Chairman Mark Hassall,  
 
Hon. Secretary  Jean Hayes,  
and Contact for Links and Publicity 
 
Treasurer  Paul Holloway,  
 
Ex Officio Archivist and Devon/ Ida Birch,  
Cornwall/S.Wales Co-ordinator   
 
Editor, Webmaster,DNA Co-ordinator Margaret Goffin,  
and Norfolk Co-ordinator   
 
Others:- Rosemary Holloway,  
  
Kent Co-ordinator and Publications William Cory,  
  
Northants Co-ordinator  Marilyn Cory,  
  
 
Membership Secretary Rosemary Gitsham,  
  

 

 

The Cory Society does not necessarily agree with the statements and opinions in this publication 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: General enquiries e-mail: cory@one-name.org  

 

Copyright of this publication remains with contributors and the editor, and should not be reproduced 
without consulting first, this includes pictures. 

DEATH: Trevor Burrell Cory died on 9th 
April 2016 at Norfolk & Norwich University 
Hospital, aged 70, leaving behind his children, 
Alan, Patricia, Louise and Amy, sisters, Angela 
and Caroline, and many cousins, nieces and 
nephews. Funeral service was at St Margaret’s 
Church, Cley, Norfolk, on 27th April at 11am.  

Trevor was not a member of the society, but his 
contribution to the DNA Project confirmed that 
my own family line descended from 
Bramerton, a connection which had not been 
found in parish documents.  

 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 


