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Museum Benefactors 
Margaret Goffin 

David Cory and his sister, Gill Whitehead, at Swaffham Museum in front of the  
‘Cory’ Measham Barge Ware Tea Pot. This was restored with their generous contribution 

towards funding the renovation, shared equally with the Swaffham Museum.  
The Cory Society also contributed a small donation towards the cost. 
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It was nearly two years ago that Gill White-
head (née Cory) wrote an article for the 
newsletter about a certain Measham Barge 
Ware Teapot, which she had managed to 
trace after many years of searching. 
(Newsletter No 62)  

 

Gill’s interest in finding the teapot was that 
it had been presented to the Swaffham 
Wesleyan Church by William Henry Cory, 
and her father, Frederick Edward Cory 
(1842-1928) born in Swaffham was a Local 
Preacher for the Wesleyan Methodists. A 
search of the Cory archives revealed that 
Frederick’s father was the thirteenth and 
last child of Sendall Utting Cory, and Sen-
dall had a brother, William Henry Cory. 

 

The teapot was finally discovered in Swaff-
ham Museum, (although they denied all 
knowledge of it for years!) where it had 
been hidden away in a box for many years, 
damaged and in much need of restoration.  
Gill and her brother, David, decided to 
make a sizeable contribution towards the 
renovation of the teapot in memory of their 
father, and earlier this year the Measham 
Barge Ware Tea Pot finally went up on dis-
play. Further more, the teapot, now the 
pride and joy of Swaffham Museum, has 
been featured on boards, placed about the 
town of Swaffham, advertising the muse-
um. 

 

Naturally, after discovering this special tea-
pot, Gill and her husband, Dennis, became 
very interested in finding out more about 
Measham Ware in general, discovering 
from searches on the Internet that whilst it 
was often bought as presents to commemo-
rate a special occasion, a more basic design 
was often bought for everyday use. 

Perhaps you have noticed that computers 
helpfully remember your previous Internet  
searches? Well, Dennis and Gill’s comput-
er drew their attention to an auction at near-
by Fakenham which included a Meacham 
ware teapot. Gill was intrigued but as she 
was unable to go herself owing to a previ-
ous appointment, Dennis volunteered to go 
and take a look. They sensibly decided how 
much it would be wise to spend, after all it 
wasn’t the Cory teapot but they thought 
that it would be fun to have a Measham 
Ware teapot as a memento.  

 

The Cory teapot is 16-18 inches high and holds 
a half gallon of tea. It is brown in colour, with 
decorated coloured mouldings of flowers and 
bears the dedication ‘A Present to Swaffham 
Wesleyan  Chapel 1876.’ 

Museum Benefactors 
Margaret Goffin 
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Above: Gill holding the auction teapot, and David holding a picture of themselves in front of the 
’Cory’ teapot at the Swaffham Museum. Gill’s auction teapot cost £24 and bears the inscription, 
“A cup of good tea for me.” 

The following day, Gill had taken the car 
so Dennis set off to Fakenham on the bus. 
Gill rang him later in the day to see how he 
had got on. “Sorry,” he said, “it went for 
more than the limit we set.” Gill said never 
mind, but felt a bit disappointed. 

 

At home later that evening Dennis said 
that he fancied a snack and asked Gill to 
get him a packet of crisps from the top 
shelf in the larder. Gill went in and came 
out again with the crisps. “Did you see any 
-thing new in there?” he asked. Puzzled, 
Gill returned to the larder, and there on the 
shelf right in front of her, was a Measham 
Ware teapot. Dennis had carried it, in a 
box on his lap, all the way home on the 
bus from Fakenham.  

 

The auction Measham Ware teapot, miss-
ing parts of the decoration and spout and 
held together in places with glue, was care-
fully washed by Gill and placed on top of 
the dresser, as a happy reminder of the 
successful search for the illustrious Cory 
Measham Barge Ware Teapot.  

 

Gill managed to keep their purchase secret 
from her brother so that when David, who 
lives in Guildford, visited Gill and Dennis 
in Norfolk for a few days at the end of July 
they were able to surprise him.  As you can 
see from the photo above, David was tick-
led pink! 
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Sunday 7th June  

Participants: : Ida & Peter Birch, Marilyn 
& Colin Cory, William (Bill) Cory, Win 

Cory, Margaret & Kingsley Goffin, Mark 
Hassall, Jean Hayes, Brenda & Roger 
Miller, Sian & Glyn Roberts, Barbara & 
Stephen Sowden. (16 people) 

This year we all met on Sunday afternoon at 
The New Inn & Hotel, Clifford Chambers, 
which is just 2 miles from Stratford upon 
Avon. After a delicious evening meal we 
were given an Event Information Folder by 
Marilyn Cory. This contained details for our 

visits and genealogical information on John 
Cory of Shottery (1763-1826) born and 
buried in Harpole, and Miss Denise Cory 
(1920-1981) of the West Putford Cory Line, 
who worked at Bletchley Park. Accounts of 
these two people are on later pages in our 
newsletter. 

Monday 8th June  

After a hearty breakfast we set off to follow 
Marilyn’s excellent map towards Shottery 
with adjustments for the road works which 

began that day. The only snag was that 
Colin, our leader, took a detour before we 
even got to the road works section! 
However, we all arrived at the car park for 
St. Andrew’s Parish Church, Church Lane, 
Shottery, where we were kindly allowed to 
leave our cars for the day. 

Meeting ‘Shottery Village Association’ 

The Revd. Canon David Capron, who was a 
former vicar and now is an Honorary Curate 
at this church, greeted us warmly with 

refreshment provided by able helpers. On 

entering a lovely large modern parish room 

we all shook hands with the Mayor of 
Stratford, Worshipful Councillor Tessa 
Bates and the Mayor’s Consort David 
Bates. They live in Shottery and take active 
parts in The Shottery Village Association. 
Also on hand were several members of that 
association who could attend a meeting on a 
Monday morning and they were very 

interested in our information. We were 
informed that now there are no Corys listed 
in the local telephone directory. 

When we were settled in chairs facing 
Marilyn’s comprehensive display of ‘John 
of Shottery’ documents and maps, we were 
formally greeted by the Mayor and also by 
The President of The Shottery Village 
Association, June Jephcott. There followed 
a photographic session with the local press, 

The Stratford Herald. Then Marilyn gave us 
a short talk on John of Shottery which left 
all of us amazed at his considerable wealth. 
His Will (1833) left several annual sums of 
£150 (worth £7,423.50 today) and an 
Inventory of stocks, crops etc. came to 
£4,712, 2s, 4d then (worth £233,202.66 

today). Members of the village association 
recognised other surnames mentioned, 
especially the Court family, and looked up 
references in the Church meeting minutes 
for the 1830’s but have yet to find John 
Cory in their records. There were promises 
to keep in touch for further research into 
John’s story. After Marilyn’s talk some of 

us went to explore the modernised 1870 
original church building and met the vicar, 
Revd. James Warren. 

Then we were taken on a tour of Shottery 
Village by Canon Capron and Carol Tayor 

The Cory Society Event & AGM 7th - 10th June 2015 
Shottery, Stratford upon Avon & Bletchley Park 

Jean Hayes 
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(formerly Berry) a keen member of the 

village association. 

Our Village Walk 

Church Lane going 
southwards was 

closed due to road 
works, so we 
crossed over with-  
out stopping and 
headed west along 
a tiny but 
picturesque foot-
path, by bridge 

over a stream, under the trees and passing 
two attractive thatched cottages complete 
with roses round their doors. 

As we emerged onto Cottage Lane, a few 
of us turned northwards as far as 
‘Hathaway Hamlet’ which we think John 
owned. On retracing our steps we found we 
had lost Carol Taylor’s group! We 
continued south along Cottage Lane to the 
village centre. Turning eastward into 
Tavern Lane we paused to look northward 
to visualise some land owned by John of 
Shottery – this was Shottery Manor and we 
were standing by the former stables. 

Our walk then continued along Tavern 
Lane eastwards before bending southwards 
past the site of the former tavern on the 

corner, now a house. Finally we turned 
back westwards up Shottery Lane to the 
village centre. Here we met the other 
group, near the school in Hathaway Lane. 
Next we all turned westward by the school 
playground along Hogarth Way until it 
veered southward past modern cul-de-sacs. 

Some took a short cut back to The Bell Inn 
at the village centre while most continued 
southward as far as Evesham Road going 
east. Then it was back up Hathaway Lane 
to the Bell Inn where we enjoyed a 

leisurely lunch in which we were joined by 

Canon Capron and June Jephcott. We had 
all enjoyed walking over land with which 
John of Shottery would have been familiar. 

Ann Hathaway’s Cottage 

We spent the afternoon in this delightful 
property and garden. The Hathaways, 
tenant farmers, had been renting the cottage 
for two generations before Ann was born in 
1555. The family managed to buy the farm 
and land in the 1600’s so that was before 
John Cory’s time, meaning he did not own 
that part of Shottery. However, as the 

Hathaways lived in the property until the 
1840’s they would have been neighbours at 
some time. The marriage of Ann, aged 26, 
to William Shakespeare, aged 18, took 
place in 1582. Ann gave birth to their first 
child six months later. William swiftly 
moved to London where he pursued a 

career in the theatre. 

See centre pages for Event photographs. 

The Annual General Meeting took place 
in the pleasant hotel conservatory after a 
delicious evening meal there. 

Tuesday 9th June  
A day in Stratford-upon-Avon 

The morning started badly when Ida and 
Peter Birch had to leave us to seek 
attention for Peter’s recurring eye trouble. 
Fortunately his retina was found to be 
intact and the rather simpler small 

haemorrhage was predicted to clear up as 
before. Mark also left us to return for other 
commitments. 

The rest of the group took taxis into 
Stratford for our first visit to the 
Shakespeare Birthplace Trust sites. The 
Trust owns several properties and huge 

Continued overleaf 
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Archives. We entered via a modern visitor 
centre tacked on to the house where he was 
born. On entering there is a long wall 
devoted to an audio-visual experience/ 
installation encompassing the 39 dramatic 
works, his life story and many other artistic 
interpretations from around the world. I 
thought I had become more used to his 

plays in modern dress, however, I must 
admit being taken aback by the Homer 
Simpson cartoon – the rest I thought was 
wonderfully done and would appeal to all 
age-groups. As well as the house, our 
group was particularly well entertained by 
four actors performing some of the most 

memorable speeches in the paved garden 
area. 

Lunch was taken at Patisserie Valerie, just 

across the road. 

In the afternoon we visited two more of the 

Trusts’ houses and finished up at Holy 
Trinity Church before taking taxis home. 
Harvard House, in High Street, was built in 
1596 by Thomas Rogers, grandfather of the 
benefactor of Harvard University [USA], 
John Harvard. Halls Croft was owned by 
William Shakespeare’s daughter Susannah 

Hall and her husband Dr. John Hall, whom 

she married in 1607.  

On the way into Holy Trinity Church to see 
the graves of William Shakespeare and  

family members which are immediately in 
front of the altar, we made a discovery of 
our own. As we walked along the wide 
stone-flagged entrance pathway, Margaret 
Goffin noticed names chiselled onto some 
of the stones. One stone was immediately 
under a leafy tree where birds sat and do 

what birds do. So by splashing water and 
rubbing we were able to read I CORY.  

As the fifth child of John of Shottery was 

Isaac Cory, 1815-1841, who was born and 
died at Stratford, we thought it might refer 
to him. We enquired of the church officials 
there and although they had researched and 
produced a catalogue of gravestones, these 
path stones had not been researched. We 
were told it is thought there are tombs 

underneath the path. 

Wednesday 10th June Bletchley Park 

Having packed up and checked out we each 
made our own way – principally along the 

M40 and A421 to - Bletchley Park, 
An aged tree in Halls Croft gardens. A sign for 
visitors reads: I am old and frail please do not 
shake my branches.  After a long walk on a hot 
day, a sentiment echoed by many of us! Continued on page  11 

Continued from previous page 

A close-up of the memorial stone of I Cory  
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Members of the Cory Society and parishioners at St. Andrew’s Parish Church, Shottery with, in 
front from the left, The Revd. Canon David Capron, Mayor of Stratford, Tessa Bates, and Mark 
Hassall, Chairman of  The Cory Society.                                   Photo: Stratford-upon-Avon Herald 

Left: 
Marilyn Cory 
displaying 
some of the 
papers that she 
had brought for 
her talk. on 
John Cory of 
Shottery. 
 
Right:   
A Cory rose, 
brought from 
her own garden 
by Jean Hayes 
for the table at 
the AGM. 
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Above and 
centre: 
Corys exploring 
the land in 
Shottery,  which 
was once owned 
by John Cory. 
 
 
Below left:   
Ann Hathaway’s 
cottage. 
 
 
Bottom right: 
Harpole Corys in 
Ann Hathaway’s 
garden.  
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. 

Above and centre: Shakespeare’s house and garden, Stratford-upon-Avon 
Above (left) Glyn and Sian Roberts, Marilyn Cory, and (right) Barbara Sowden and Roger Miller 
watch the actors performing outside Shakespeare’s birthplace 

Below: The Corys arrive at Harvard House Below: Shakespeare’s Grave at Holy Trinity 
Church. 
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Bletchley Park 

 

Above: An installation showing a woman working on a 
code. Similar installations were triggered to run at 
various huts as visitors entered. 
 
On the right:  
The Bletchley Memorial reads:‘We Also Served’. 

This 
photograph, 
was taken by 

another visitor, 
a complete 

stranger, who 
good naturedly 
responded to 

our request for 
a Cory Society 
group photo, 

and  was 
promptly 

presented with  
numerous 
cameras!   

 

With much 
laughter, his 
companion, 

snapping us on 
his own 

camera, asked, 
“What is the 

Cory Society?” 

Below: The Cory party in front of  Bletchley Hall.  
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Buckinghamshire – the home of the 
Government Code and Cipher School 
(GC&CS). Many of us had been before 
and had been shown around by a 
volunteer who had served there. I was 
amazed to find a huge car park had been 
built alongside this now famous tourist 
attraction. Block C is now a Visitor 

Centre complete with a huge screen, the 
first of several, with film of the many 
dangers faced in WWII and the vital part 
GC&CS personnel played. Churchill 
called them ‘the geese that laid the 
golden egg and never cackled’. 

After collecting our free Multimedia 
Guide – headphones and a machine that 
was a pain until I got the hang of working 

it – most of us first went round the lake 
and on to the house. The current special 
exhibition there was on ‘The Imitation 
Game’ film about Alan Turing and the 
rest of the team leading to the most 
important work during WWII. Many of 
the film’s props were on show. There was 
a particularly interesting video by 

Benedict Cumberbatch, who played 
Turing, explaining how the main people 
had stayed at Bletchley Park and really 
absorbed the atmosphere to help in their 
acting. 

Our lunch was taken in Hut 4, the former 
canteen. The chips were very good. We 
started to say our farewells to each other 
at this stage. However, we kept bumping 
into people again and again during the 

rest of the afternoon. 

Excellent displays were set out in Huts 3, 

6, 8 and 11 where people all played their 
parts in decoding the messages. Block B 
houses a museum and a reconstruction  
of a Colossus machine which is 
demonstrated every 15 minutes. Churchill 

ordered the destruction of all such 
machines after the war. Our Cory interest 

was especially in Hut 6 where Miss 
Denise Cory of the West Putford Cory 
Line, worked. (See page 12) 

Once again we have to thank the team of 
Marilyn Cory and Brenda Miller for 
organising such an enjoyable and 
stimulating Cory Event. 

 

Continued from page 6 

A slate statue commemorating 
Alan Turing (1912-1954) 

Pioneering computer scientist,  
mathematician, logician, cryptanalyst . 
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Denise Dolores Cory  

Margaret Goffin 

Wartime Service by Denise D CORY, F.O. 

Civilian, Bletchley Park from early 1940, 

Hut 6. (12,000 people worked here and in 

assisted outbuildings)    

Whilst preparing for the 2015 Event 
Marilyn Cory discovered a Cory name on 
the Bletchley Park website. Always excited 
to find a Cory name and with only the 
briefest information on site being as shown  
above, we set about tracing her and through 
the FindmyPast website discovered that she 
was not born in England, but in India!
Denise Dolores Cory was born on 13 
August 1920 and baptised at Naini Tal, St 
John in the Wilderness, Bengal. Her 
brothers were born in England; David Noel, 
1926; Christopher Richard, 1930. 
 

Denise's father, Herbert Chichester Cory, 
born in 1895 in Monmouthshire, was in the 
Royal Artillery, and was mentioned in 
despatches several times throughout his 
career, earning the Campaign Medal and 
Silver War Badge in 1918 and 1945.  
 

Her grandparents were Herbert Beynon 
Cory, (1855 Cardiff -1927 Hampshire) and 
Constance Seddell. There were four 
children from that marriage, all boys, the 
eldest being Herbert Chichester Cory. The 
couple divorced between 1898/9, although 
Constance, from a wealthy family, was 
listed as ‘separated’ in the 1911 census. 
Herbert Beynon Cory was married again in 
1900, to Alice Z Chamier, in St George's 
Hanover Square, London and had a 
daughter, Vera Violet Elfrida Cory.  
 

Herbert Chichester Cory married a widow, 
Dolores G Bury at the end of 1919, also at 
St George’s Hanover Square. His bride’s 
maiden name was Dolores Gratney Annie 

Thornton and she had first married Eric 
Bury, an Oxford Graduate, in 1916, who 
sadly died in 1918, aged 27, perhaps as a 
result of war wounds.  
 

From a passenger list found on the Internet 
we know that this Cory family returned for 
a time to England sometime after Denise’s 
birth, leaving again on 8 January 1924,  and 
travelled first class from Liverpool to 
Karachi, Pakinstan on the City of Nagpur. 
The passenger list records the family as: 
Captain H C Cory (29) Army Officer, c/o 
Cox & Co, 16 Charing Cross Rd, London; 
Mrs Cory (28) and Master R Bury (5) her 
son from her first marriage; Miss D Cory 
(2); all were marked as born in British 
Possessions. Also travelling with them was 
Miss L Strawbridge, Nurse, (42) born in 
England, whose previous address, Hotel 
Imperial, 121 Queens Gate, London, SW7, 
perhaps shows that she was only recently 
employed.  
 

Not much is known about Denise’s work at 

Bletchley but we do know that Denise 
married Frederick J T Durie during the war, 
in 1941 at Brackley, Northamptonshire.   
They went on to have three children, whose  
names are listed on Denise’s memorial 
headstone in St Andrews churchyard at 
Thorne Coffin, in Somerset. The stone 
reads: Only Daughter of Col and Mrs H. C. 
Cory of Monewden Hall, Suffolk, Wife of 
Col. F. J. T. Durie, Mother of Anthony, 
Lucinda and Caroline. The stone gives her 
date of death as 27 April 1981. 
 

Her mother, Dolores Cory, died in 1950 
aged 55, at Debenham, Suffolk, the same 
year that Denise's first child, Lucinda, was 
born. A second daughter, Caroline, was 
born in 1953, and a son, Anthony, was born 
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in 1959. Her father died in 1967 at 
Westminster. 
 

We were very surprised whilst researching 
Denise’s Cory family to discover that we 
had actually met Denise’s daughter, 
Lucinda Rutherford, and her daughter, 
Abbi, in 2010 at the opening of the John 
Cory Wing at Queen Victoria Seamen’s 
Rest!  (April 2010, Newsletter No 51, 
pages 6-8) 
 

Our Hon. Sec. Jean Hayes, received a 
telephone call in November 2009 from 
Andrew Leitch, an executive at the  Queen 
Victoria Seamen’s Rest asking for help in 
tracing  descendants of John Cory (1828-
1910) who had been a benefactor to that 
institution. Andrew wanted to present a 
living descendant to the royal personage at 
the opening, which would probably take 
place in early December, but for security 
reasons he could not give the exact date.  
 

Jean contacted Ida Birch, who as Devon,   
Cornwall and S Wales Co-ordinator, and 
also Cory Archivist, would be more able to 

trace the nearest relatives of the family to 
which Ida was distantly related. This 
eventually led to Lucinda and Abbi (who 
knew nothing about their generous ancestor 
until Ida told them) being presented to 
Princess Alexandra.  
 

John Cory and his wife, Anna Marie 
Beynon, were the parents of Herbert 
Beynon Cory, and therefore Lucinda’s 2 x 
gt grandparents. 
 

Disappointingly, after all their hard work, 
Jean and Ida, who themselves would have 
been presented to Princess Alexandra as 
representatives of the Cory Society if 
descendants had not been found, did not get 
to meet Her Royal Highness.    
 

It would have been interesting to contact 
Lucinda and ask for a copy of a photograph 
of her mother, Denise, for this article but 
unfortunately Andrew Leitch has now 
moved on from the Seamen’s Mission and 
Lucinda’s address went with him! 
 
 

Ida Birch, Abbi, and her mother, Lucinda Rutherford with Andrew Leitch 
At the Seamen’s Mission in 2009 
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Our visit to Shottery was to look at the area 
in connection to John Cory who owned 
large parcels of land there and was named 
on numerous files running to 19 pages in 
connection to transfer of property from 
1796 going on to 1860, long after his death 
on 8th January 1826. John Cory was buried 
at Harpole in Northamptonshire, although 
the burial register records him as coming 
from Shottery. Marilyn believes that this 
indicates that he came from Harpole, 
baptised there on 3 May 1762, and was the 
son of John Cory who married Mary Baker 
at Harpole on 28 Oct 1759. 
 

His will, detailed on page 4, was proved in 
1833. An auction of land by the Trustees of 
the late Mr John Cory of Shottery was held 
at the Shakespeare Inn, Stratford on Avon 
on Wednesday, 29th July 1835, comprising 
of 6 lots of desirable freehold and tithe-free 
property of meadow land, and cottages 
with gardens. A further sale by Wm 
Sheldon of 14 lots comprising of Shottery 
Hall and a Fifteen Quarter Malthouse, 
cottages and land was held on Wednesday, 
1st June 1842.  
 

Where did all his wealth come from?  We 
think that it came from the Court family. 
John’s first wife was Elizabeth Court  by 
whom he had, John (1790), Thomas 
(1792), and Hannah (1794) before 
Elizabeth died in 1795. Probate was 
granted in her name in 1796. It is likely 
that her children died before her as they are 
not named in her will which names her 
eldest brother, William Court and her other 
brothers George, John, Isaac and Henry 
Court and Mary Ashby Court daughter of 
the said Isaac.   
 

John next married Mary Ashby Court at St 
Anne and St Agnes, London in 1804. They 

had 7 children all born at Stratford: Ann, 
1801; John, 1805; Elizabeth, 1806; 
Caroline, 1814; Isaac, 1815; Charles, 1818 
and William, 1823. All married and had 
issue, with the exception of Charles, who 
died in 1826, and William who we believe 
died at Dudley on the border of 
Staffordshire and Worcestershire.  He was 
last found in the 1851 census, farming on 
his eldest brother John’s farm in Shottery. 
 

John Cory  (1805-65) is listed in the 1841 
and 1851 census farming at Shottery, with 
his wife Ann Fludens, and children: Ann, 
1831; John, 1832; Mary, 1834; Emily, 
1837; Helen, 1839; Elizabeth, 1841; and 
Charles 1843. In the 1861 census John, and 
his wife, Ann, and daughter, Ann, were 
living in Birmingham where he described 
himself as an ‘agent‘ although it is not 
noted of what. After John died Ann went to 
live with her daughter, Mary, who had 
married John Thomas, a schoolmaster. 
They had a school at Cathedral Green, St 
Cuthbert, Wells, Somerset, where Mary’s 
sister Emily also taught.  However, by 
1881 Ann Cory, 71, an annuitant, was 
living at Ivy House, Ealing, where her 
daughter Helen was the principal of a 
school. Elizabeth married a Prussian, 
Benjamin Reigels and they had one 
daughter, Kathleen  Reigel-Cory in 1872. 
 

Brother Isaac Cory (1815-41) married 
Sarah (?) and had Isaac, 1838; Mary, 1839; 
Sarah, 1840.  After Isaac’s death in 1841, 
Sarah, as listed in the census, was farming 
at Drayton. By 1851, she was running the 
Garrick Tavern, in the High Street, 
Stratford on Avon.  She died the following 
year. Her son, Isaac, the eldest of her 
children,  was only 14. I did not find him in 
the 1861 census but he reappeared in 
Stratford by 1871, marrying Sarah Ann 

John Cory of Shottery (1763-1826) 
 

Margaret Goffin and Marilyn Cory 
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Awarded Medal for Gallantry 

Entry in the The London Gazette  2 Sept 1941.  
Supplement 35264 Page no 5141  
 

Awarded  British Empire Medal (Civil Division) 
Geoffrey Thomas Cory, Police Constable, Great Yarmouth 
Police Force 
 

During an air raid, houses were demolished by bombs and 
two women were trapped under the wreckage. Constable 
Cory, with help, tunnelled 10 feet into the debris, and after 
two hours work in a confined space succeeded in rescuing 
one of the women. He continued to work for a further two 
hours and released the other victim. She was injured and so 
Cory stayed with her until a shaft could be taken through 
the tunnel to safety. He then stayed by her whilst a shaft 
was made from the top of the debris. During the whole 
period there was danger of the debris collapsing and 
burying him, but he worked regardless of his own safety. 

Findon in 1864. They had Francis, born and 
died in 1866, and Charles Isaac in 1867. 
Isaac was living at Clopton Lane, Old 
Stratford in 1881 working as a clerk at the 
brickworks, and ten years later as an 
accountant in Walsall, before returning to 
Stratford where he died in 1903. His wife 
died in 1901. 
 

John’s sisters were married before their 
father’s death and we learnt their married 
names from his will: Elizabeth (married 
Edward Ashwin, a sharebroker, from 
Marylebone, had 3 children); Ann  (married 
Richard Clayton, had 6 children); Caroline  
(married Joseph Russell, 13 years older and 
a farmer of 300 acres- no children found in 
the census records). 
 

Unfortunately, although John Cory of 
Shottery had six sons and three grandsons to 
carry on the Cory name, the surname of 
Cory just vanishes from Stratford within 
four generations. 
 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

NEW MEMBERS: We extend a warm 
welcome to Mr Dave & Mrs Sheryl Cory 
of St Johns, Auckland1072, New 
Zealand.   
 

Dave’s gt grandfather was George Walter 
Bowen Cory (1834-1915) who descended 
from the Gt Yarmouth family, of Thomas Cory 
(1721-1761) & Ann Crosskill (-1776). Norfolk 
Table A19 English Corys Table A10 NV/11. 

 

Dave’s father, Geoffrey Thomas Cory,  
(1917-1996) was a police constable in Gt 
Yarmouth during WW2. The Norfolk 
port and its civilian population suffered 
very badly from numerous bombing 
raids. It was after a particularly bad raid 
in April 1941 that PC Cory was called 
upon to rescue two survivors from Elsie 
Road, Cobholm, Gt Yarmouth. Details of 
the rescue and his subsequent award are 
shown below. 

Right: Geoffrey Cory with his wife, Peggy, whom he married in 1943. 



 

  
Officers: - 
Chairman Mark Hassall,  
  
  

Hon. Secretary  Jean Hayes,  
and Contact for Links and Publicity  
  
Treasurer   Paul Holloway,   

  

Ex Officio Archivist and Devon/ Ida Birch,  
 Cornwall/S.Wales Co-ordinator   
 
  

Editor, Webmaster,DNA Co-ordinator Margaret Goffin,  
and Norfolk Co-ordinator   
  
   

Others:-  Rosemary Holloway,  
    

 
Kent Co-ordinator and Publications William Cory,  
  
 

Northants Co-ordinator    Marilyn Cory,  
  
  

 Membership Secretary   Rosemary Gitsham,  
  

 

 

The Cory Society does not necessarily agree with the statements and opinions in this publication 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: General enquiries e-mail: cory@one-name.org  

 

Copyright of this publication remains with contributors and the editor, and should not be reproduced 
without consulting first, this includes pictures. 


