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Filling The Gap - part 3 of the story of ‘my’ Corys 
Mark Hassall 

Email:cory@one-name.org 

Cast of children’s play, Cinderella , performed  at 3 Elliot Terrace, Plymouth,c 1897.  
Bessie Florence Cory, the grandmother of Mark Hassall, is standing fourth from left, and her 
sister Edith 'Diney' Cory, is seated in front, second from left.  
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Filling the Gap - part 3 of the story of ‘my’ Corys 
Mark Hassall 

The first instalment of the story of my 
Corys was printed in the Cory Society 
Newsletter No 16 for August 1998, under 
the title ‘Social Mobility’ using my Corys  
as a case study. In it I recounted how my 
great, great grandfather William Cory 
(1783-1862) came to London from the 
West Country and founded the firm of 
William Cory and Son. They were coal 
merchants and owned a fleet of colliers, 
which brought coal to London by sea, and 
also owned barges, which ferried coal to 
different destinations on the Thames. It was 
this firm and the places connected with it in 
the City of London and on the Thames that 
provided the theme for the Cory weekend 
in June as recounted by Jean Hayes on 
pages 5-13. 
 
William Cory’s second son was called 
Richard (1822-1904) and he was my great 
grandfather. He lived in No 49 Torrington 
Square, not far from the Institute of 
Archaeology in Bloomsbury where I spent 
all my working life, though sadly the house 
does not survive. He subsequently moved 
to a large house called The Grove set in its 
own grounds in Wimbledon. This faced 
onto Princes Way and though the site has 
been redeveloped, when I recently made a 
trip to Wimbledon, I was excited to 
discover that the lodge itself had survived. 
Richard lived there with his first wife 
Barbara, née Bray, and family as recorded 
in the 1871 census return, and we have 
some interesting photos which date to the 
1870s showing, among other things, horse 
drawn carriages, fancy dress parties etc.   
 
Richard, however, once fully retired 
decided to go back to his roots in the West 
Country and bought a country house called 
Langdon Court in the parish of Wembury 
near Plymouth. It is at this stage that part 2 

of my Cory Story comes in. It was called 
‘The Girl with the Silver Spoon’ and was 
printed in Newsletter 53 (December 2010 
pp 1-4). In it I recounted a year in the life 
of a young girl born into a wealthy family 
This was based on the diary for the year 
1896 kept by Bessie Florence Cory, my 
grandmother when she was just 13.  
  
I had lots of other little diaries that she had 
kept and I always assumed that once started 
she had simply carried on with it for the 
next fifty years or so, that is to the time of 
her death in 1954.  However, I was wrong 
as my sister Cory Lyons discovered when 
she took over the diaries a year or so ago. 
There is in fact a gap of eight years and 
Granny didn’t take up her diary writing 
until 1904 when she was 21. But though 
there is no diary we also have a book of 
press cuttings and these help to fill the gap, 
indeed when the diary does start up again, 
the entries are so brief  - it is really an 
engagement diary - that where press 
cuttings exist they provide a valuable 
supplement as we shall  see.  
 
The first press cutting dates to January, 
1898 and records a performance of ‘Little 
Red Riding Hood’ acted by Granny and her 
younger sister, Edith Frances Cory - my 
great aunt Diney - and their friends in 
Richard Cory’s town House at 3 Elliott 
Terrace Plymouth on 3rd January 1898.  
Elliott Terrace was an elegant range of 
buildings and No 3 later became the home 
of the famous Nancy Astor, Britain’s first 
female member of parliament and, later 
still, the residence of the `lord mayor of 
Plymouth. I think the play must have been 
directed by dark-haired Frank Jarvis. He 
will have been in his late forties and was 
married to Granny and Diney’s half sister, 
May Cory, the daughter of Richard Cory’s 
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first wife Barbara Bray and they used to 
come to Langdon Court at Christmas whilst 
their children, Francis and Ernest, used to 
go to their other grandmother. Besides 
directing, Frank also played a couple of 
parts himself.  
 
The following is an extract from the 
newspaper account, ‘The performance took 
place in the drawing room, one half of 
which was transformed into a stage and the 
other half arranged as an auditorium. A 
very nice little representation of a cottage 
interior formed the setting of the first act, 
and here we were introduced to little Red 
Riding Hood (Miss E.F.Cory) and her 
mother (Mr Jarrivise [sic] ) and saw the 
little damsel dispatched on her momentous 
visit to her grandmother with a basket 
containing ‘sardines from the Cornish 
pilchard grounds’, a pound of Sir Tommy 
Lipton’s best’, and several other dainties 
that lent themselves to amusing 
specification. The second act passed in a 
pretty woodland scene, which was 
wonderfully realistic considering the 
smallness of space occupied by the setting, 
and the final act took place in the cottage 
bedroom which is always the locale of the 
culminating incident of this nursery 
romance’. The performance was 
disarmingly bright.  Miss E.F.Cory made 
so sweet a Little Red Riding Hood that 
there was a round of applause when she 
tied on her scarlet cloak and hood 
preparatory to setting forth on her travels; 
and her singing and dancing and flower 
gathering in the wood was carried out with 
delightful naturalness and simplicity. Miss 
B. Cory’s get-up as the wolf ‘Whose 
murderous deeds, Have brought forth many 
widows weeds’, was exceedingly good and 
the impersonation was carried out with a 
sly and impish humour that was quite 
remarkably clever. Miss A M Philips 
played the part of the good fairy gracefully 
and looked the character to perfection in 
floating white robes glittering with silver 

and a diadem of stars. Besides acting as 
the stage manager Mr Jarrivise [sic] filled 
the dual role of mother and grandmother 
and got a good deal of fun out of each part. 
He represented Red Riding Hood’s mother 
as a dame with an up-to-date though 
unacknowledged propensity for cycling, 
and a fearful and wonderful taste in 
millinery, and created laughter alike by his 
queer falsetto rendering of ‘My name’s 
Betsy Waring, who goes out a charring’, 
and by his grotesque appearance in a 
flowered chintz gown and Victorian bonnet. 
The performance finished up with a “tag” 
and dancing chorus, carried out by all the 
characters with quite professional 
smartness. Lady Watson and her daughter, 
Archdeacon and Mrs Wilkinson, Miss 
Maud Wilkinson prettily dressed in pink 
and Mrs Coulthard, were among the 
‘grown ups’ who were present. 
 
The newspaper report concludes with the 
account of a dance put on by Mrs Cory for 
children and ‘grown ups’ at the 
Freemason’s Hall in Princes Square. The 
setting is described, in which Mrs Cory’s 
130 guests were entertained and some of 
them named and, in the case of the ladies, 
their equipage described - thus  Mrs 
Coulthard, Mrs Cory’s mother in 
‘beautifully made black satin and  Miss 
Moule  beautifully dressed in pale rose 
brocade trimmed with flowers of a deeper 
tone and smart little head-dress of feathers 
in her hair’.   
 

Four years later more amateur theatricals 
took place on 22nd April 1902, presumably 
again in Elliott Terrace where Mrs Cory 
wearing a gown of black taffetas and lace 
and some fine diamonds, received her 
guests. This time it was a double act:  
‘Weedon Goldsmith’s little playlet, ‘A 
Commission’,  and  ‘Shades of  Night’, a 
phantasy by R. Marshall. In the first of 
these there were three officers from the 
Royal Marine Light Infantry,  the Royal 
Engineers and the Welsh Regiment who 
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took part. Granny, who was now aged, 20 
‘played the role of Mrs Hemmerseley with 
a great deal of dignity and charm’ and her 
sister Diney ‘who made her début only a 
week or two since, was very smart as 
Parker, the maid’. In the other piece ‘Miss 
D Cory was piquant and pretty in the old-
world dress, powder and patches as 
Winifred Yester’ while Granny ‘as the 
revenant of the Lady Mildred Yester, who 
had died by mischance just one hundred 
and twenty years ago, was gowned just as 
the unfortunate lady had been, in the 
costume of her period, and looked very 
dainty and fair.’ 
 

The next year on Valentine’s Day 1903, 
Mrs Cory again presented amateur 
theatricals. This time they were held at the 
Mechanics Institute before an audience of 
about eighty and Mrs Cory who received 
her guests at the end of the hall, was 
wearing ‘a lovely gown of black chiffon 
over black silk, the chiffon being 
embroidered with groups and trails of 
flowers in coloured silk; she had some 
beautiful diamonds, and was looking 
extremely well’. Proceedings were 
introduced by the Marine Band and as 
before there were two pieces. The first was 
‘The Gay Lothario’ by Alfred C Calmour, 
and we were all delighted to find it was a 
costume piece, the scene being laid near 
Bath in the 18th century’. Miss Cory - my 
grandmother - who was taking the part of a 
maid, looked ‘very piquante in her almost 
Quakerish frock of grey, with its deep 
colour and cuff of white , and a coquettish 
little mob cap’; while Miss Diney Cory, as 
the mistress, Amanda Goldacre, wore ‘an 
eminently becoming frock of pale blue satin 
made after the style of the Gainsborough 
Duchess of Devonshire, and her abundant 
fair hair was beautifully arranged in the 
large rolls and puffs seen in the picture, 
one or two graceful curls falling on the 
neck’.  In the interval there was more 
music. In the second piece, ‘Sugar and 
Cream’ ‘the Misses Cory had exchanged 

roles. Miss Cory playing the mistress, and 
Miss Diney Cory the maid. A most 
recherché supper followed.’ Besides 
describing the costume of the girls and their 
mother, the clothes worn by both the other 
performers and many of the other guests 
were described in detail.  
 

So much for amateur theatrical. But life 
was moving on apace. In November 1903 
Granny celebrated her coming of age - 
again recorded in exhaustive detail. And 
the next year she resumed her diary after an 
interval of seven years. My sister, Cory,  
who has recently been going through this, 
says that the first volume is really an 
engagement diary with a staggering number 
of social engagements, most involving 
young men.  Every day from April to 
August, there are cricket matches, polo 
matches, parties and balls. Matches are 
sometimes between the Army v Navy or 
Officers v Men, while the parties are 
sometimes on board ship or at private 
houses. Granny is sometimes staying at 
Elliott Terrace in Plymouth, sometimes at 
Langdon Court. One regular event not 
involving men is the Diana Club, I imagine 
a rifle or sporting club for women.  
 

Perhaps the diary is most notable for what 
it leaves out in a year, which includes her 
father's death and her own marriage. The 
only mention of Richard Cory, her father, is 
on Monday January 11th: ‘Father taken very 
ill’.  On Tuesday, January 19th, only the 
initials, ‘RC’.   Followed by three pages of 
engagements firmly crossed out with the 
words ‘not for us' and then on January 23rd, 
written in large letters with a cross, ‘RIP’. 
This is in the strongest contrast  to the press 
coverage of the life or Richard Cory and 
his funeral - where some hundred of those 
who attended are named.  
 

Later that year, for 15th September, when 
she married my grandfather Owen Hassall, 
the entry reads simply ‘X  OH’ and Cory, 
my sister, comments  that this is the only 



The Cory Society August 2014 Newsletter No 64, Page 5 

reference she makes to this life 
changing event!’  Cory adds:  ‘Would 
the family have been in half 
mourning?  Presumably it was a small, 
rather private affair. There is no 
mention of any preparations 
beforehand, only a week with no Polo, 
cricket or parties’. In fact as the press 
coverage makes clear, though 
theoretically the wedding was low key, 
it was a huge event, with hordes of 
guests and an unbelievable numbers of 
presents - all listed.  But the marriage 
of my grandparents really belongs to 
the next chapter in the story of ‘The 
Girl with the Silver Spoon’.      
 

Cory Event 2014 – London Shipping 
Jean Hayes 

Saturday 7th June – The Institute of  

Archaeology, University College London. 

Sixteen people met in the comfortable Senior 
Common Room situated at the top of the 
building in Gordon Square, Bloomsbury, 
London where we were served with a 
delicious sandwich lunch provided by our 
Chairman, Mark Hassall.  The usual 
attenders were pleased to welcome David & 
Anita Cory, from the West Country’s Lifton 
Cory Line, who had travelled here from 
Australia. 

After lunch we held our Annual General 
Meeting, which we dispatched quickly as 
people had received the reports beforehand.   

Then we listened to Mark Hassall’s well-
illustrated presentation of the section of his 
Stratton Cory Line concerning William 
Cory’s shipping company which operated 
from London. Please see Newsletter 63 April 
2014 page 14 ‘The London Corys’ for a 
synopsis.  Mark’s talk was entitled ‘The 
Cory Story: Black Diamonds or a Load of 
Old Rubbish’.  His research enabled us to 
see some excellent images from days long 
gone using the Institute’s lecture room 
technology.  We were delighted to have 
Mark’s son Johnny with us for this session. 

After a tea break we were treated to the 
screening of a black & white film made by 
the Port of London Authority [PLA] in about 
1940 entitled ‘London - City of Ships’. It 
was made to showcase the work of this 
organisation and praise the role of London 
docks, at the centre of the Empire, handling 
transportation of essential goods and 
materials from all over the world. We saw 
St. Katherine’s Dock  

Continued overleaf 
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where tea and spices were unloaded, 
Surrey Docks handling huge piles of 
timber requiring a large area, West India, 
East India & Millwall Docks with their 
special cargoes and The Royal Docks 
which handled the ‘black diamonds’ - coal 
such as that ‘William Cory & Son’ carried. 
The whole area was a thriving area of 
bustling activity, moving diverse 
merchandise with machinery and 
numerous flat capped male dock workers. 

After a quick wash and change we met for 
our dinner date at The Woburn Suite in the 
Euston Hilton.  We were seated at a long 
table stretched down the middle of a grand 
conservatory – imagine the Palm Court! 
The food proved to be delicious and 
Mark’s generous gift of wine ensured a 
jolly evening. 

Sunday 8th June – Thames Docklands, 
Greenwich & Canary Wharf Area. 

Starting out at 9 a.m. we were led by Mark 
in his red Tour Guide hat sporting the 
Cory diamond shaped logo [which they 
used to have on all their ships].  We were 
in good time at Westminster Pier to board 
the TRS Thames River Service boat 
‘Hollywood’ for our trip as far as the 
Thames Barrier. It was glorious weather 
and we had a good view of the sparkling 
water and historic sites. 

One of the crew gave a cheeky 
commentary for the tourists and he 
couldn’t resist alluding to us - the Cory 
Party aboard today - as we passed ‘a load 
of rubbish’ being transported on the Cory 
barges – with similar logo for all to see. 
When the firm was sold on, the only 
section to keep Cory in its name was the 
part of the business transporting waste 
from ‘The Tip’ at Battersea to various 
disposal areas.  It is now called ‘Cory 
Environmental’ as it claims to protect the 
environment. Before David and I moved 
from Battersea we took many a car-load to 

‘The Tip’. 

We passed the Oxo Tower on the south 
bank, which was the site of New Barge 
House Wharf, the first Cory company 
base. Along the North Greenwich stretch 
by the Thames Barrier there is the base of 
‘Cory Environmental’ and nearby the 
Anchor & Hope pub. Housing for 80 
workers was also nearby in Atlas Gardens 
& Derrick Gardens – these streets are still 
there. 

We had a good view as our boat sailed 
through the open Thames Barrier, which 
was constructed in 1982. Up to 18th 
February 2014 this barrier has been raised 
167 times, costing £16,000 a time 
according to Wikipedia. I looked to see the 
figures for 2013/14 (to 18th Feb’) and it 
was raised 43 times in this dreadful 
winter! Only two other years came to 
double figures and then only half this 
number.   

Our boat turned back to Greenwich where 
we disembarked at lunchtime.  Greenwich 
is a World Heritage Site and there is too 
much to see in the two hours available so 
we made our own choices. We had had a 
good view from the river of the outline of 
The Royal Observatory at the top of 
Greenwich Park where the Greenwich 
Meridian is painted on the ground and the 
two hemispheres meet. Also in the park 
are the Queen’s House and National 
Maritime Museum.  Christopher Wren’s 
1694 Royal Naval College buildings 
incorporate the former naval hospital and 
the original Greenwich Palace of Henry 
VIII. Marilyn, Brenda and I popped inside 
to view the Chapel and Painted Hall, both 
painted by Sir James Thornhill between 
1707 & 1726. We were astonished to see 
the ‘man himself’ (a guide) giving a talk to 
the tourists and as he took quite a shine to 
Marilyn and Brenda I was able to take a 
photograph!  Outside is the tea clipper ship 

Continued on page 11 
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Left: 
Mark Hassall with his son Johnny. Mark is 
holding his copy of “The Story of Langdon 
Court” which contains many photographs 
and stories from the time when his Cory 
family lived there. 
 

Mark brought a 
model Cory railway 
wagon borrowed 
from his brother 
Tom, which 
brought back many 
fond memories by 

several of those present!  

Below:   
From the front left: Barbara Sowden; Mark 
Hassall; David & Anita Cory; Sian & Glynn 
Roberts ; Ida & Peter Birch; 
and continuing from the top of the table: 
Brenda Miller; Paul & Rosemary Holloway; 
Margaret & Kingsley Goffin; Jean Hayes; 
Stephen Sowden. 
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Corys at Westminster Pier  and on board 
the Thames river cruise- note our guide’s  
hat with Cory logo- we all wanted one! 
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Above: Two Cory tugboats; Reclaim and Recovery moored alongside riverside.  
Below: The Painted Hall, Greenwich 
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WWI Memorial with 133 names:  
‘In Honoured and Grateful memory 

 of the Employees of the Company who gave their lives in the Great War.’   
‘Their Name Liveth’.   

    WW2  Memorial with 68 names: 
‘Wm Cory & Son Limited.’   
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Cutty Sark built in 1869 and recently 
restored after a disastrous fire. 

After refreshments we went on foot 
through the tunnel under the river to the 
north bank of the Thames at Island Gardens 
– the southernmost point of a great bulge of 
land called ‘The Isle of Dogs’. This 
successful tunnel was designed by Sir 
Alexander Binnie and opened in 1902. I 
had always thought of it as the Marc Brunel 
tunnel, but that was made for larger 
transport between 1825 and 1843 at a huge 
cost to life and limb of workers due to soft 
ground and methane gas being given off, 
and is a bit further along the river. 

At Island Gardens we took a Docklands 
Light Railway automatic train to Canary 
Wharf Station. This is an area of banking 
and commerce housed in lofty grey towers 
built around the former West India Docks. 
We visited the Museum of London’s -
Docklands Museum, which is housed in a 
former sugar warehouse on West India 
Quay. We started at the top on the 3rd floor 
and studied the history of the River Thames 
and Docklands.  When we came to the 19th 
Century and Steam Colliers we saw the 
reference to William Cory & Son. 

‘The large volumes of coal consumed by 
London gasworks encouraged the 
development of the steam collier.  By 1864, 
screw colliers carried over 0.9 million tons 
of coal to London, against the 2.5 million 
still carried by collier brigs. 

Steam and hydraulic cranes were 
introduced to discharge colliers in Regents 
Canal Dock, Poplar Dock and Victoria 
Dock. William Cory emerged as a major 
player, handling one third of the coal 
imports.  Cory had interests in steam 
colliers, a fleet of 250 coal barges and 
eight hydraulic coal cranes at the Victoria 
Dock.  By 1875, Cory’s two floating river 

coal derricks could discharge up to 1.5 
million tons of coal annually.’ 

Before a free evening your loyal and hard 
working Cory Society Area Co-ordinators 
had a brief meeting to discuss progress on 
our data-base work. 

Monday 9th June – The City 

We met at The Institute and took the 
Underground to Tower Hill station where 
we walked just round the corner to Trinity 
Square, situated just on the north side of 
The Tower of London. 

The first building was ‘Trinity House’ 
which is the home of the organisation 
responsible for our lighthouses. Along the 
railings is a display showing progress and 
change from its inception in 1514 to the 
present day.  We soon recognised the 
impressive tower on the next building as 
we had seen it in Saturday’s film.  It was 
the former headquarters of the Port of 
London Authority. 

Next we visited St. Olave’s Church, Hart 
Street, by way of Pepys Street and Seething 
Lane. The notice board states: 

‘Our Own Church’ - Samuel Pepys. 

Who came through this gate from the Navy 
Office and his home in Seething Lane to 
worship here. 

 

From the burial register: 
1703 June 4th Samuel Pepys Esq. Buried in 
a vault under Ye Communion Table.’ 

There is also:‘My Best Beloved Churchyard 
– The Churchyard of St. Ghastly Grim’ - 
Charles Dickens. The Uncommercial 
Traveller.’ 

We had come for neither of these illustrious 
people 
although we 

Continued from page 6 

Continued page 13  



The Cory Society August 2014 Newsletter No 64, Page 12 

Corys first floating coal derrick , Atlas, 
 discharging steam colliers at Charlton, in the 1860s. 

The Museum of London Docklands St Olave’s Church, Hart Street. 
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did stop to admire the Pepys Memorial 
inside the church.  We came to see the 
two War Memorial Plaques headed ‘In 
Honoured and Grateful memory of the 
Employees of the Company who gave 
their lives in the Great War.’ There were 
133 names. ‘Their Name Liveth’.  For 
World War 2 there were 68 names. ‘Wm 
Cory & Son Limited.’  This is situated 
just inside the north door. (See photo 
page 10.) 

Next we saw the imposing Cory 
Building at 117 Fenchurch Street, which 
had formerly been the headquarters of 
the Company. We then walked past the 
ultra-modern wedge-shaped  skyscraper 
nick-named Walkie-talkie or Walkie-
scorchie. After crossing East Cheap we 
walked down St Mary At Hill to view 
the outside of Watermen’s and 
Lightermen’s Hall 1778-1780.  Mark’s 
great grandfather, Richard Cory, was 
Master of the Company in 1867. 

Our Event was brought to a close in the 
sunshine just by The Monument to the 
Great Fire of London (1666).  Here we 
expressed our thanks to Mark for all the 
work that went into making this a most 
enjoyable and informative Cory Event. 

Continued from page 11 

Paul Holloway and Mark Hassall  outside the 
former Cory  premises at 117, Fenchurch 

Watermen’s and Lightermen’s Hall  
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Robert was the eldest of the six children of 

Alfred Edwin Ashby and Sophia 

Richardson Cory, of Blackwell’s Lodge, 

Wood Farm, Harpole, Northampton.  He 

had three sisters and two brothers, Sarah 

Ellen, Alfred John George, Annie Sophia, 

Albert Edwin, and Ada Evelyn.  His father 

was a waggoner on the farm. Although his 

siblings were all baptised, there is no trace 

of Robert being baptised. 

As reported in the previous issue (No 63 

page 5) Robert was killed in action, age 22, 

on 22nd August 1917. He had enlisted at 

Northampton in the Suffolk Regiment 

(40080) but was  Private No 20878 in the 

5th Battalion, King’s Shropshire Light 

Infantry Regiment when he was killed.  

His death was reported in the Northampton 

Independent on 29th September 1917 as 

follows: A member of the Lewis Gun 

Section of the Shropshire Light Infantry, 

Pte. Robert A. Cory, son of Mrs Alfred 

Ashby, of Harpole, is reported killed by a 

shell on 22nd August, 1917. Robert was 23 

years of age and joined up on 3rd August, 

1916, and went to France in the following 

November.  He was a bright cheerful lad, 

liked by everyone, and his Commanding 

Officer has written a letter of condolence to 

the bereaved relatives. 

Robert is buried in Hooge Crater Cemetary, 

Ieper, West – Vlaanderen, Belgium.  It is 

located 4km. East of Ieper town centre on 

the Meenseweg Road that connects Ieper to 

Menin. The cemetery takes its name from 

the chateau opposite and a crater made by a 

mine sprung by the British in July 1915.  

Sophia’s parents were Harry Cory and 

Mary (née Bosworth Richardson, married in 

March 1877).  Harry and his brother, John, 

were shoemakers, and during the 1st and 2nd 

World Wars Harpole was producing army 

boots, along with Northampton, (whose 

football club are called ‘The Cobblers’).  

The shoe trade was the main occupation of 

the village and they possibly worked from 

an outbuilding to their houses.  The men 

were put on the books of various shoe 

agents in the village.  These agents 

collected the ‘out work’ from the shoe trade 

owners or factories in Northampton and 

were then responsible for getting the shoes 

made or finished.  The agent was paid for 

the work he returned, and was also 

responsible for apportioning the work.   

It was expected in families that the children 

would be responsible for helping out their 

parents where they could and Sophia may 

well have been expected to do her bit.  The 

job of the children was to run the errands to 

collect the necessary shoe parts so that their 

fathers and elder brothers, had all that was 

needed to produce their assigned job.  They 

were only allowed to make either right 

Robert Ashby Cory 
Marilyn Cory 

This cross, bearing 
Robert’s name, was  
placed with ten  
others at the base 
of the Harpole War 
Memorial during 
the service held on  
Monday 4th August 
to commemorate 
residents who died 
in WW1.  
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The Membership Directory 2014 is 
enclosed. Please take particular note of the 
following for our Treasurer: 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS AND 
TELEPHONE NUMBER:  

Paul Holloway and his wife, Rosemary,  
have moved to Lee Common, Great 
Missenden, Bucks. Their telephone 
number has also changed.. 

For details of family history events, please 
visit GENEVA (GENealogical EVents and 
Activities) http://geneva.weald.org.uk 

 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

boots or left boots, but not at the same 

time.  

There were many ancillary trades related 

to the shoemaking trade and a number of 

them were local. For example, shoe tacks 

were bought from the local Co-op and 

shoemaker’s ink was obtained from ‘the 

inky man’ George Paine, which was 

collected in special stone jars.  

Sources: Harpole at W ar;  

Harpole Childhood Memories 1900-1945. 

The coming centenary of WWI has had 
local groups and a lot more people 
trying to find information on those who 
lost their lives one hundred years ago. 
  
The Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission (CWGC) has recently 
revised the search facility on its website 
(www.cwgc.org) where it is possible  to 
use a combination of filters to focus on 
people of interest who appear in its 
“Find War Dead” database. 

These changes have given rise to a flurry 
of 'complaints' but whilst every enquiry 
has been logged and the matter is being 
looked into the CWGC are unable to say 
at this time when the issue will be 
resolved. Whilst it is frustrating, the 
CWGC offer an excellent facility. The 
recently launched  Discover 14-18 is a 
microsite that features richly illustrated 
timelines and also a calendar of events 
planned to commemorate particular 
aspects of WW1. Content is themed 
around major battles and the different 
roles of the Army, Navy and Air Force, 
all linking back to the CWGC memorial 
sites and other online archives.  

New digitised records such as the Grave 
Registration Documents have recently 
been added to the 'Find War Dead' 
database with an additional column 
headed ‘Docs’ against entries.These new 
resources offer the potential to add to 
your family history as well as providing 
excellent material for understanding the 
context and course of the conflict.  

Commonwealth War Graves Website 
 

From Our Hon. Secretary 
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Chairman Mark Hassall,  
  
Hon. Secretary  
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Others:-  Rosemary Holloway,  
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Kent Co-ordinator and Publications William Cory,  
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Membership Secretary  Rosemary Gitsham. 
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