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 What Happened To Hope?  
Margaret Goffin 

Two years after his first wife, Catherine 
Eliza Cory, née Hope, died tragically in 
1912 leaving him with three children, 
John Loombe Cory married Margaret 
Harriet Lawrence.  
 
Catherine’s children were John Wilfred 
(1904), Evelyn Frances known as Eva 
(1907) and Alfred Loombe (1909). The 
1911 census document shows just these 
three children and there is no mention 
on that form, which John would have 
completed himself, of any children born 
to John and Catherine as having died. 
Catherine’s death certificate gives the 
cause of death as ‘Exhaustion from 
Chronic Melancholia (6 weeks) and 
Oedema of Lungs (3 days)’ and because 
of the melancholia, or what we would 
call depression, she was in the London 
County Asylum at Banstead when she 
died. What had happened to her to cause 

depression and her death at only thirty-
two years old?  We will never know but 
how her mother died might suggest a 
cause and indeed might in itself have 
added to her depression.  
 
Catherine was the first born of 
Fletcher Henry Luffman Hope and 
Emily Flynn. There were two more 
daughters and two sons born to the 
couple before Emily died, like her 
daughter, at the age of thirty-two, in 
1899. The twins, Emily and William 
Hope, were born that year and 
registered in the same quarter as their 
mother's death. I haven't seen the 
death certificate but it looks very 
likely that she died giving birth to the 
twins or shortly afterwards. Could her 
daughter, Catherine Eliza Hope, have 
lost a baby before full term or a 

Continued on page 3 
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This photograph was sent at Christmas 1923 with best wishes to John Wilfred Cory. 
His father, John Loombe Cory, is standing at the back with his youngest son, Andrew, 
and, seated, from the left is Alfred Loombe, Walter and Margaret Cory, née Lawrence. 
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stillborn child? Could this have been 
the cause of her depression? We will 
never know.  After the death of 
Catherine's mother, her father remarried 
in 1890. His wife was Eliza Leader and 
four of their children were added to 
their family by the 1911 census. 
Fletcher Hope was a strong man and 
despite the undeniable hazards of being 
an iron founder, engineer, smith and 
farrier he lived until the good age of 
eighty-six. 

 

Returning to the family of John 
Loombe and Catherine Eliza Hope 
Cory, John Wilfred Cory, was eight 
when his mother died and not happy to 
have a new stepmother less than two 
years later, who took it out on him if 
any of the children misbehaved. She 
gave him so many hard beatings that 
over time she broke two of the sticks 
that she used to beat him with over his 
back. Margaret Lawrence was eleven 
years younger than John Loombe and 
was only eighteen when she married 
him and took on these three children, 
and in fact she was only eight years 
older than John Wilfred. You can see 
how it would not have been an easy 
situation for anyone. Then Margaret 
had her first child, Walter Lawrence 
Cory, in 1915, followed by Andrew 
four years later. Her last child, not born 
until 1928, was a girl, who was given 
her mother’s name, Margaret, and the 
second name of Vera but she was 
known in the family as Dolly and 
unmarried, died in East Hampshire in 
1974.   

 

John Wilfred always referred to his 
stepmother, as ‘Mrs Cory’ and they did 
not get on. His father suggested that he 
might have a better time of it if he 
joined the army. He did so in June 1920 
when he was still fifteen, but nearly 
sixteen as his birthday was in October.  

Alfred, was also unhappy at home to 
the extent that when he was quite 
young, well before his teens, he 
actually ran away from home late one 
night but as he later told his son, 
Edward, he was spotted by a policeman 
and taken home and punished. I 
imagined on first hearing about this 
from Edward, that Alfred, missing his 
older brother dreadfully and no longer 
having John Wilfred to stand up for 
him became the next one that his 
stepmother wielded the stick on so he 
ran away to escape her beatings. It 
seemed that going by the age Alfred 
was, his attempt at escape came after 
his brother John Wilfred enlisted. Yet 
on talking it over with his sister, Linda, 
Edward heard that their father said that 
he ran away with John!  Edward, 
Alfred’s son, feels that generally 
speaking, his father was probably badly 
scarred by the attitude and discipline of 

Continued from front page 

1922-3: John Wilfred Cory in tropical dress 
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his stepmother, whom he only 
mentioned on the odd occasion, always 
in negative comments. Edward can’t 
remember even seeing his step-
grandmother or her children. 
 

The youngest of the stepsiblings was 
Margaret, known as Dolly. One of John 
Wilfred Cory’s daughter Dorothy’s 
earliest memories is from when she was 
about three-years-old; she can remember 
sharing the low chair that Dolly used, as 
although seven years older than Dorothy, 
she was small for her age, maybe 
suffering from an inherited condition 
since she suffered from epilepsy and 
eventually wound up in some sort of 
home. Dorothy can also remember 
Andrew. One special memory is of being 
taken to visit her grandmother when they 
lived at Bromley, and on being lifted up 
onto the workbench to play with the 
shaved curls of wood that Andrew made 
as he worked at his carpentry. Dorothy’s 
mother was not too pleased to find her 
sitting there amongst the shavings, which 
earned Andrew points in Dorothy’s eyes 
as her mother was very strict. 
 

John Loombe Cory died on 25th Oct 1938 
in the Royal Free Hospital, St Pancras, 
age 63. He was a builder’s clerk and W B 
Burchase, Coroner for London, certified 
his death, due to coronary artery disease, 
after a ‘Post Mortem without inquest’. 
The following day his son, Walter Cory, 
of 33, Stoke Newington, High Street, W 
16 reported his father’s death. John 
Loombe’s address was given as 204, 
Farmfield Rd, Bromley, Kent. Had Walter 
left home, or was he away working? 
  
Andrew was in the army during WW2 

and died in Burma whilst working on the 
Burma-Siam railway. His death and 
details of where he is buried can be found 
on the Commonwealth War Graves Site. 
Andrew William Cory was a Gunner (No 
946126) 118 Field Regt., Royal Artillery 
who died on Friday, 20th August 1943. He 

was twenty-four years old. He is buried at 
Thanbyuzayat, Myanmar, Grave ref: Plot 
B3, Row C, Grave 17. The Thanbyuzayat 
War Cemetery is in a village in Burma, 
64 kilometres from Moulmein and 24 
kilometres from Amherst.  
 

Walter was in the army too and when he 
returned after the war it was made plain to 
John and his family, by his stepmother, 
that they were no longer welcome at her 
house. Walter and John did not get on and 
although Dorothy had sometimes stayed 
overnight at her grandmother’s house all 
that came to an end when Walter 
returned. Walter married Ivy M Sharpe in 
1939 but no children were born to the 
marriage until 1945 when Bryan W Cory 
was born. Does this mean that Walter was 
posted overseas, or is it possible that he 
too was a prisoner of war? Perhaps Ivy 
was in the forces too, we will never know 
without seeing Walter’s army record. 
Walter and Ivy had no more children, and 
their son did not marry; he died in the 
Bromley area in 1966, aged only twenty-
one. His father, Walter, died in 1970 in 
Hampshire and Ivy lived on until 2000. 
She, like her son, died in the Bromley 
area. 
 

John Wilfred, on taking his father’s 
advice, enlisted in the Army, in the Kings 
Royal Rifle Corp. He went in the army as 
an oboe player and grew to be 6 foot 3½ 
inches tall, so moved onto playing the 
bassoon, which he taught himself to play. 
His first two years in the army was at 
home barracks, which in his case was in 
fact in Belfast. John remembered getting 
off the ship and marching through the 
docks to the barracks on the other side 
and being pelted with mud and stones as 
they went. Ireland’s troubles had already 
started. Dorothy has his Regimental 
Books from 1920-1933. She can 
remember her father’s stories about the 
time that he spent in India in the band. 
The soldiers travelled out via Aden, 
where they disembarked for a short while. 
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Continued on page 15 

John was surprised to find the name of 
Cory (as in Cory Coal) on all the 
buildings near the quay. He particularly 
loved his time in India and was a good 
photographer and John told his daughter 
how on one occasion despite it being 
absolutely forbidden, he crossed the 
border into Afghanistan, and her father 
had the photograph to prove it!  
 
He told her how he wrote to the Civil 

and Military Gazette in order to find out 
the best time to photograph the Taj 
Mahal in moonlight.  He also had a good 
deal going in taking photographs and 
selling them. He used to take the films to 
the local bazaar to be printed for one 
anna and then pin the photographs up on 
the notice board back at the barracks for 
sale at two annas.  
 

Men in the band were also stretcher-
bearers and trained in first aid and John 
was a fully trained infantryman both with 
the rifle and the Lewis gun. John said 
that the Royal Band was known for 
marching much faster than other corps, 
and each Sunday, although not the first 
to leave the church, would always arrive 

back at barracks before anyone else.  
 
In 1933 John Wilfred married Ellen Alice 
Seaborn and their daughter, Dorothy K 
Cory, was born in October 1935. He had 
already left the army sometime before 
1930 and became a policeman in the City 
of London Police Force from 1930 and 
served up until 1960, the extra years he 
put in on an extension, finishing as a 
Sergeant as he had no wish to be an 
inspector.  

1928-9: John Wilfred Cory in his dark green 
full ceremonial regimental uniform. 

John’s ‘The Knowing Donkey’ won an award 
from the Civil & Military Gazette. 

The Pyjama Parade: John Wilfred Cory is the 
tallest soldier on the right. 
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John Wilfred died in the Harlow District 
in Essex in 1988 where his wife, Ellen 
had also died the previous year.  
 

Dorothy’s Aunt Eva (Evelyn) had been 
sent to live in Wyck Rissington with 
Granny Harriett Lawrence, the 
stepmother’s mother, who was blind. She 
had to care for her and tend to her every 
need, but as soon as the old lady died in 
1936, Mrs Lucy Skeen, her stepmother’s 
older sister, wanted to throw her out. Eva 
worried that she had nowhere to go but 
found a place with Mr & Mrs Ebsworth 
at the post office. Then a widower, 
Charles P Lake, who had three sons by 
his first wife, asked her to marry him. 
Eva moved to Maugersbury (pronounced 
Mawsbury) near Stow-on-the-Wold, 
Gloucestershire, after they married in 
1937. Eva was thirty, but they did not 
have children of their own.  
 

Alfred Loombe Cory married Mary E 
Morgan in 1935 and their children were 
Linda M Cory born in 1941 and Edward 
John Loombe Cory born in 1945. It was 
finding Edward that first helped me put 
this family’s story together. I wrote to 
several Corys that I found in the Suffolk 
BT phonebook on the off-chance that 
some of them would be interested in 
finding out about their family history. 
Edward was kind enough to reply and 
from his information I was able to trace 
him back to Moses Cory (1767-1836) & 
Mary Kerrison who married at 
Burlingham St Andrew, Norfolk in 1790. 
I was able to tell Edward that thanks to a 
DNA test taken by another descendant of 
Moses Cory, we could tie in this family 
right back to Robert Cory who died in 
1444 at Bramerton. 
  
Edward married Carol Agnes Hodges in 
1975 and their son Jonathan Edward 
Loombe Cory (nice to see the family 
names continued) was born in 1977 
followed by their daughter, Elizabeth 
Mary Lillian Cory in 1979. Jonathan 
married Helen Margaret Davies in 2000 
and their children are Dylan and 
Charlotte born in 2007 and 2011. 
Elizabeth married in 2005 and with her 
husband Joseph Ford, now has Eva 
Grace born in 2009 with Nicolas in 2012. 
 

Edward passed my findings on to his 
cousin Dorothy Donald née Cory who 
was so intrigued that she wrote to me 
with further information and then 
followed this with a telephone call 
during which she told me what she knew 
of her father’s family and the 
information leading to the story that you 
have just read. 
 

Dorothy married Dr Fulton H Donald in 
1961 and had two children. Sadly her 
son, Ian, died very suddenly in 1988 
from sudden death syndrome two months 
before he was twenty-six but Dorothy 
also has a daughter and happily, Jeannie, 

Eva (Evelyn) Cory at Wyck Rissington 
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who was born a year after Ian, is married 
to Julian McKim and now Dorothy has 
two grandchildren, Kai and Lilah. 
Dorothy has been interested to find out 
just how widespread the Corys are and to 
find out how many Corys there are 
through the Cory Society. She has 
noticed in her own life, coincidences in 
the places that she has been to and which 
she has later discovered her ancestors 
have also been; Dorothy trained at the 
Royal Free Hospital where it turned out 
later that her grandfather John Loombe 
Cory died. Her daughter moved to 
Oxford and when Dorothy moved closer 

to her daughter to help her out after her 
second child was born, she quite 
unwittingly chose to live in Oxfordshire 
in Abingdon, with no idea that this 
county is connected many years back to 
her paternal mother’s family’s roots. As 
many family historians know, we often 
return to our roots without even knowing 
we had found them! 
 
 

Above left: Sgt J W Cory talking to two Irish tourists on 
Tower bridge, and below left in civvies addressing the 
City Police Horticultural Society whilst Hon Sec. 
 

Above right: Alfred Loombe Cory, approx. 1967. 
Below right: Alfred’s son Edward J L Cory, 2012 
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The Cory Society Event 2012- Derbyshire. 
 

Barbara (Cory) Sowden & Jean Hayes 

Friday Evening: Standing, left to right: Kingsley Goffin; Bill Cory; Margaret Goffin; Peter 
Cory; Mark Hassall; Brenda Miller; Christine Cory; Marilyn Cory; David Cory; Paul Holloway; 
Barbara & Steve Sowden; Roger Miller; Colin Cory; Mark Paling; Peter Birch.  
Seated, left to right: Win Cory; Jean Hayes; Rosemary Holloway and Ida Birch. 

Above: Bill Cory and Barbara and Steve Sowden 
take a rest whilst waiting for the Tudor wedding 
procession in the main hall at Haddon Hall. 
 

Right: Main door and courtyard at Haddon Hall. 
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Above: Marilyn Cory & Brenda Miller join in the 
dancing instructed by Ruth Goodman during the 
Tudor wedding festivities at Haddon Hall.  

Above: A view of Hardwick hall from 
the garden.  
 
Left: Bill Cory, Paul Holloway, 
Kingsley Goffin and Win Cory enjoying 
Hardwick Hall gardens. 
 
Below: Win Cory gets into costume in 
the kitchens!  

 

Below: Chatsworth House. 
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AGM Celebration. 
 
Above, front row:  
Ida Birch; Margaret Goffin; Jean 
Hayes; Win Cory; Brenda Miller; 
Rosemary Holloway; Marilyn Cory; 
David Cory. 
Back row: Bill Cory; Kingsley 
Goffin; Roger Miller; Paul Holloway; 
Peter Cory; Mark Hassall; Glyn and 
Sian Roberts; Barbara Sowden and 
Colin Cory. 
 
Left: Our Chairman, Mark Hassall, 
is encouraged to cut the cake by the 
Derbyshire Corys, Peter and David 
Cory, and Steve and Barbara 
Sowden. 
 
The cake was made by Marilyn and 
Colin Cory’s daughter, Emmaline 
Kitson, to mark the Cory Society’s 
20th anniversary. 
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THE CORY SOCIETY EVENT 
2012 – DERBYSHIRE. 
 

Friday 22nd June 2012 – 
Derbyshire. 

 
On a very wet day 20 members and 
friends of the Cory Society met at the 
Twin Oaks Hotel, Chesterfield, 
Derbyshire. 
 
Some of the Cory party, who had arrived 
early, had visited the Revolution House 
at Old Whittington where secret 
meetings held by local nobility had led to 
Protestant Mary and William of Orange 
being offered the throne of England in 
place of Catholic King James II. 
 
We met at 6pm. After meeting old 
acquaintances and introductions to new, 
and a buffet supper, a talk was given by 
Peter Cory, a descendant of Richard 
Cory of Harpole. 
 
Peter related the tale of how a mis-
spelling of Swindon instead of Swinton 
had led to Peter, and his brother David, 
being unable to trace the Cory line 
further than Richard and his time in 
Chesterfield. However, about eight years 
ago, they discovered that Richard 
originated in Harpole, and so began to 
unravel Richard’s life after they had 
visited the Northamptonshire Records 
Office (after which Peter suggested 
Harpole should be renamed ‘Coryville’!). 
 
Richard was a man of the Industrial 
Revolution and travelled north to seek 
work in Chesterfield. Here he married a 
local girl called Ann Sayles (Sales). Ann 
gave birth to a son John Thomas. At this 
time Richard was an Iron Puddler, which 
was highly paid work. The job was 
extremely physically hard, very hot 
work, as it involved working with the 
furnaces, which melted the iron. 

 
Richard and Ann moved to Bolsterstone, 
Stourbridge, in Yorkshire, where Ann 
died of ‘perpetual convulsions’ whilst in 
childbirth. Richard buried Ann at St 
Bartholomew’s church, Old Whittington, 
Chesterfield. Afterwards, and probably 
because he was following the work, 
Richard moved to Swinton in 
Rotherham, where he married Emma 
Walker and thus began another Cory line 
in that area. He went on to have a further 
six children with Emma. 
 
Richard was 56 when he died. Sadly, the 
last entry Peter and David found was on 
the 1890 census (when Richard was 55) 
and he was recorded as being an iron 
works labourer. 
 
Peter read out some points of interest 
from my father, John Robert Cory’s 
Memoirs (1906 -1990). After Peter’s 
informative talk, David produced some 
interesting photographs, which included 
John Thomas and his three sons and their 
life in Cutthorpe, Chesterfield. 

 
Barbara (Cory) Sowden 

 
Saturday 23rd June 2012 – 

Haddon Hall 
 
The day began with a morning in 
Chesterfield town. The information 
Centre loaned information handsets, 
which proved useful. Places of particular 
interest were the Crooked Spire and the 
market. Unfortunately, once again it 
rained but this did little to dampen the 
Cory spirit. 
 
In the afternoon we met in the car park of 
Haddon Hall. It was a special events day 
because there was to be a re-enactment 
of a Tudor wedding party. We were 
delighted to see that ‘Ruth 
Goodman’ (from the BBC program Life 



on a Victorian Farm) was involved in the 
cast. The agenda included the marriage 
ceremony, wedding party games on the 
lawns and the wedding feast. 
 
Afterwards we looked around the Hall 
and gardens. The gardens are 
spectacular, and are unusual in that they 
have never had one of the great garden 
design experts involved in their history. 
The gardens are built on several tiers and 
have a wealth of roses - some of which 
were types we had never seen before. 
The visit culminated in an inspection of 
the small Museum and, of course, the 
Tea Rooms. 
 
A very enjoyable day. 

 
Barbara (Cory) Sowden 

 

Sunday 24th June – Hardwick Hall 
and our Annual General Meeting. 

 
On Sunday the weather was slightly better.  
We were told to expect showers in several 
places and our party missed most of these, 
however there were still large puddles to 
circumnavigate, reminding us that places 
nearby had a month’s rainfall during last 
Friday night. 
 
Hardwick Hall was about four miles from 
our hotel.  This is the magnificent house 
built in 1590 by Bess of Hardwick  and 
said to be the next richest woman to 
Queen Elizabeth 1. It inspired the rhyme 
‘Hardwick Hall more windows than wall’.  
 
Bess was born at Hardwick (old hall) 
about 1527 and, although she received the 
customary poor education given to girls at 
the time, managed to marry four rich 
husbands and transform herself into a 
very astute and influential 
businesswoman.  Her second husband was 
William Cavendish the first Earl of 
Devonshire and their offspring, in the 

form of the fourth Earl, was to become 
the first Duke of Devonshire in 1894.  We 
were to hear more of the latter on Monday 
at Chatsworth.  Bess had her children in 
the second marriage only. 
 
Her last marriage was to George Talbot, 
Earl of Shrewsbury. This proved childless 
and, although loving at first, the couple 
fell out badly as the Earl became 
embittered and stressed during fifteen 
years of being responsible for the virtual 
house arrest of Mary Queen of Scots. This 
Scottish Queen was never held at 
Hardwick Hall since she was beheaded in 
1587, before Hardwick’s new hall was 
built, although there is a painting that 
suggests otherwise. 
 
Bess commissioned Robert Smythson 
‘architect & surveyor’, but really only a 
stonemason, to build her dream house at 
her old home.  As the house came into 
view we could immediately see his craft 
in the decorations on the tower tops with 
the stone initials E S standing for 
Elizabeth Shrewsbury writ large! No 
expense was spared by this very rich 
woman. On the second floor the Grand 
Chamber and large Gallery were fit for 
royalty, although Elizabeth 1 was by then 
too old to travel so never visited.  Bess’s 
own suite of magnificent rooms takes up 
the first floor and everyone else was at 
ground level.  Visitors’ bedrooms were in 
the old hall building, which is in ruins 
today. Most rooms were lined with 
expensive tapestries as this is a cold part 
of the country and those large windows 
lost a lot of heat! It was the 6th Duke, the 
‘Bachelor Duke’, who spent a large part 
of his fortune to restore this building, 
which he loved, and preserved much of it 
for us to see today. 
 
The Cory party returned to our hotel to 
enjoy a communal Sunday lunch at 
2.30.p.m. The Annual General meeting, 
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 upstairs in the ‘Heritage View’ started at 
4.pm, and was conducted briskly by our 
Chairman, Mark Hassall.   
 
At 5.30 we enjoyed Marilyn’s daughter’s 
cake to celebrate 20 years of The Cory 
Society. We were also treated to a display 
of material published by the Harpole 
Heritage Group including Jeremy 
Calderwood’s books. (On a previous Cory 
Event some of us will remember Jeremy’s 
Cory Tour of Harpole). Also our hosts 
from Richard Cory of Harpole’s line had 
several ancestral autobiographies, which 
portrayed life during the last century in the 
Derbyshire area. 
 
Most of our party rounded off the day in 
the hotel lounge with TV, drinks and 
supper while England lost to Italy at 
football. 

 
Jean (Cory) Hayes 

 
Monday 25th June – Chatsworth 

 
On Monday the sun shone on the Corys! 
 
We had instructions to travel via 
Cutthorpe village where the Richard Cory 
descendants had lived.  We then 
assembled at Chatsworth to meet our 
guide, Diana Walters, just inside a 
wrought iron gate at the start of the tulip 
tree avenue.  The present Duke of 
Devonshire, the 12th, who inherited in 
2004, has recently spent £16 million on 
refurbishing, most of this on cleaning the 
stonework and re-gilding windows and 
finials. 
 
The first Earl of Devonshire, William 
Cavendish, and his ambitious wife Bess 
(of Hardwick) first bought and built here 
in 1550 but this was demolished and the 
present house built in the 1700s by the 
fourth Earl who became the 1st Duke.  
Capability Brown laid out the gardens, 

but later renovation and the gravity fed 
water features were by Thomas Paxton, 
conveniently a friend of the 6th Duke (the 
‘Batchelor Duke’). 
 
Our guide, Diana, really gave us the 
flavour of this family over several 
generations, who were always so well 
connected and wealthy that they were able 
to amass the best of everything in their 
beloved property here.  The present Duke, 
Peregrine Cavendish, continues the 
tradition by collecting controversial 
modern works.  We passed the Damien 
Hirst statue of St Bartholomew, stripped 
of his skin which is thrown over the arm, 
standing in a traditional marble arch in the 
chapel chancel; then next we looked at 
traditional Van Dyke portraits.  Standing 
by the Great Chamber’s window to see 
the Emperor Fountain, we noticed pieces 
of metal in front of the canal pond. On 
asking why ‘those large brown things’ 
were obscuring Paxton’s view I was told 
they were part of an exhibition by 
eminent sculptor Sir Anthony Caro, 
(mercifully only here until July 1st). 
 
As it is the year of the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee there were several items put out to 
mark the event.  The robes worn by the 
Devonshires at the Coronation were on 
show.  A picture from the ceremony in 
Westminster Abbey showed Mary, then 
Dowager Duchess and the present Duke, 
Peregrine, as a pageboy, walking directly 
behind the Queen’s long cape. Also the 
open coach in which the Devonshires rode 
in procession was on view.  We were told 
that the Derbyshire coachman had some 
difficulty negotiating his team of horses 
and this vehicle through London streets. 
 
Our group tickets included the gardens, 
which we toured individually after 
refreshments and fond farewells.  
 
This had been a splendid event and  
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grateful thanks are expressed to Marilyn 
Cory and Barbara Sowden, the main 
organizers, ably assisted by others in the 
Derbyshire branch of the Northampton/
Harpole Corys. 

 
Jean (Cory) Hayes  

 
 

 
 

We hope to reveal more about this 
Derbyshire line and their roots in 
Northants, by featuring John Robert 
Cory’s Memoirs (1906-90) in a future 
newsletter. 
 
 

 
Obituary:  Patrick Desmond Cory, 
 26 September 1927- 24 September 2012 
 

Patrick Cory was born in Streatham, 
London, in 1927.  He attended first 
Belmont College, Clapham Park, (which 
relocated to Bickington, North Devon, at 
the outbreak of the Second World War) 
and then Henry Thornton Grammar 
School, Clapham Common. He always 
loved sport, both taking part and as a 
spectator. At Belmont he won numerous 
cups and medals for his running and at 
Henry Thornton he was in the football 
team where one of his team-mates was 
Jimmy Hill, who later became a 
professional footballer and played for 
Fulham. He was also in the cricket team. 
After he left school his main love was 
tennis, which he carried on playing until 
his hip replacement in 2008. He also 
played badminton and squash and, later, 
bowls. 
 
He did his National Service just after the 
war in the RAF, first in Palestine (as it 
was) and then in Iraq and Egypt, where he 
worked for the Air Force News in Cairo. 
After being demobbed he stayed in 
journalism and joined a South London 
newspaper. In 1966 he joined Reuters 
News Agency, where he was for a time the 

Lobby Correspondent working in 
Parliament. He remained with Reuters 
until his retirement. He was for many 
years on the National Executive 
Committee of the National Union of 
Journalists. 
 
In 1953 he married Joan Pardoe and they 
had three children - Jennifer, Martin and 
Nicholas. They had four grandchildren- 
Nathan, Joshua, Emily and Callum - and 
recently, on Martin’s remarriage, two step-
grandchildren, Holly and Megan. They 
lived first in West Norwood and then in 
Norbury, South West London. In 
December 2000 they moved to Ilfracombe, 
North Devon, where they remained until 
his death. While there Pat joined the 
Ilfracombe Probus Club, of which he was 
President at one time, and also the tennis 
and bowls clubs. 
 
He was a kind, generous and honest man 
who was devoted to his family. He will be 
greatly missed by everyone who knew him 
well. 
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

BIRTHS:  

Ayron James Cory, son of Gurj and 
James Cory. He was born at home in 
Northampton on 25 June 2012 weighing 
7lbs 9½ ozs. Ayron is the fourth grandson 
for Marilyn and Colin F Cory. 
 

Nicolas Edward Henry Ford, son of 
Elizabeth and Joseph Ford, and brother to 
Eva, on 1 July 2012, weighing in at 8lbs 
8ozs. A grandson for Carol and Edward J 
L Cory. 

DEATH:  

Patrick (Pat) Cory died on 24 April 
2012 at the age of 84 having been in the 
North Devon District Hospital, Barnstaple 
for 12 days with pneumonia. Joan spoke 
highly of his treatment in hospital where 
every effort was made for a recovery but 
that was not to be. 

His funeral was on 3 May at Ilfracombe to 
which he and his wife Joan had retired 
after living in London. Patrick and Joan 
had three children who are all members of 

the Cory Society. Nicholas lives in 
Auckland, New Zealand, Jennifer in 
Vancouver, Canada, and Martin in 
Tadworth, Surrey.  

All the family were together on 23 March 
for a happy event when Martin married 
Amanda Maguire in Leatherhead Registry 
Office. Congratulations to the couple. 

Patrick was a founder member of the Cory 
Society and served as our Hon.Secretary 
on the Executive Committee from 1993-6. 
(English Corys Table A1 NS/3a.) 

David Cory died peacefully on 14 May 
2012, aged 86. Husband of Diana and the 
late Jeanna. The funeral was held at St 
Peter's Church, Peterston-super-Ely, Nr 
Cardiff, at 2pm on Friday, 25 May. No 
flowers by request. Donations, if desired, 
to the Alzheimer's Society, Devon House, 
58 St Katharine's Way, London, E1W 
1LB. 

David had three children with Jeanna; 
Alison, Georgina and Hugh. He was the 
son of  Charles and Ethel Cory and 
descended from the Padstow line. (English 
Corys Table E1 PS/5.) 

 

INSERTS: AGM Minutes; Membership 
Directory 2012. 



 
 
 

Officers: - 
 
Chairman Mark Hassall,  
  
Hon. Secretary  
and Contact for Links & Publicity Jean Hayes,  
 
Treasurer  Paul Holloway,  
  
Ex Officio Archivist  
and Devon/Cornwall/S.Wales Co-ordinator  Ida Birch,  
  
 
Editor, Webmaster, DNA Co-ordinator  
and Deputy Norfolk Co-ordinator  Margaret Goffin,  
  
  
Others:-  Rosemary Holloway,  
  
  
Honorary Founder Archivist Michael R. Cory,  
  
  
Kent Co-ordinator and Publications William Cory,  
  
  
Northants Co-ordinator  Marilyn Cory,  
  
  
Australian Co-ordinator Pam Cory,  
  
 
Membership Secretary  Rosemary Gitsham. 

 

The Cory Society does not agree necessarily with the statements and opinions in this publication 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: General enquiries e-mail: cory@one-name.org  

 

Copyright of this publication remains with contributors and the editor, and should not be reproduced 
without consulting first, this includes pictures. 


