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 Cory Criminals from Northampton: Table  
 Jean Hayes 

Name & Age 
CORY: 

Trial Date Place Crime Sentance/Aquittal 

Benjamin  
[age 17] 

2.3.1840 Northants Larceny 12 mths 
imprisonment 

Frank  
[age 14] 

22.11.1889 Northants Stack firing Acquittal 

Joseph 16.2.1856 Northants Cruelty to Animals Fined 

Samuel  28.2.1856 Northants Larceny 1 mth imprisonment 

Thomas  1.7.1874 Northants Larceny & receiving 3 mths imprisonment 

William 29.6.1864 Northants Larceny 2 convictions 12 mths & 3 mths 
imprisonment 

William  15.7.1868 
 

Northants Sheep Stealing  7 yrs penal servitude 
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BENJAMIN CORY  (age 17) born 1823 
TRIAL DATE 2.3.1840, NORTHAMPTON 
HERALD, CRIME: LARCENY – 12 MONTHS 
IMPRISONMENT. 

The newspaper article reads as follows:- 

On the 2nd March 1840 Benjamin Cory 
appeared in court with George King and 
William Shaw charged with stealing two pounds 
of cheese, the property of Ann Wyatt, of 
Northampton.  Jane Dunkley stated that she saw 
the prisoners standing near Mrs Wyatt’s shop 
on the 29th of January.  Shaw entered the house, 
and when he came out he had cheese in his 
hand.  The cheese was thrown over the wall of 
an adjoining orchard.  Spencer, a policeman, 
apprehended the prisoners. George King was 
extremely lucky to have such good friends in 
Shaw and Cory, who both declared that King 
was innocent.  He was found not guilty but Shaw 
and Cory were judged guilty and sentenced to 
twelve months imprisonment with hard labour.  

Benjamin most probably was the son of Samuel 

and Lucy Cory who in 1841 lived in 

Woolmonger Street, Johnson's Row, All Saints, 

Northampton. All of the males in this household 

worked in the shoe trade. Benjamin’s year of 

birth was given as 1826, his sisters, Fanny, as 

1821 and Lucy as 1829, with the youngest child, 

Samuel, as 1830. In all census returns up to 

1881, Benjamin Cory  remains single, working 

as a journeyman shoe maker in Northampton, 

until his death in 1889. 

FRANK CORY age 14 . TRIAL DATE  
22.11.1889, NORTHAMPTON MERCURY, 
CRIME - STACK FIRING - ACQUITTAL. 

“ROBINSON CRUSOE” AT HARPOLE. 

FRANK CORY (14) rivetter (on bail) was 
charged with setting fire to a  stack of wheat and 
barley, the property of William Leeson, at 
Harpole, on the 12th October last. 

Mr Stockdale prosecuted, and the prisoner, at 

the request of the Judge, was defended by Mr 
Hammond Chambers.  The evidence of the 
prosecution went to show that the prisoner was 
the first person seen in the vicinity of the rick 
as soon as the fire was discovered.  He was 
calling “Fire”.  The boy was placed under 
arrest, and afterwards made a statement, in 
which he said that as a result of reading 
Robinson Crusoe he took two peeled sticks and 
produced fire by rubbing them together for 
twenty-five minutes, and then thrust one into 
the stack.  

Mr Hammond Chambers contended that there 
was no malice in the sense of wishing to injure 
the prosecutor.  There was no such suggestion 
on the part of the prosecution, and the facts 
tended to prove the negative.  The prosecutor 
and the prisoner's father were good friends.  
The boy’s whole action tended to show that he 
was without malice, and he cried “Fire” when 
the stack was only just ignited, and stood by 
there till help came.  Mr Parker, the Baptist 
minister at Harpole, gave evidence as to the 
boy’s previous good character. 

The Judge, in the course of this summing-up, 
said that this was probably the first time that 
poor Daniel Defoe had had arson laid to his 
charge.  (Laughter) – The jury, without 
hesitation, returned a verdict of Not Guilty, 
and the Judge discharged the boy, with the 
warning not to attempt any Robinson Crusoe 
experiments again. 

By searching the census records, Frank was 
found to be Frank Dunkley Cory, the son of 
William and Sophia Cory (née Dunkley) who 
married in 1870. They lived in the High Street, 
at Harpole and had two other sons and three 
daughters. The males worked in the shoe trade 
until Frank followed his older brother Harry 
into the army in 1894. Harry was discharged 
unfit for service in 1895 and died shortly 
afterwards, whilst Frank, charged with 
stealing, was discharged with ignominy in 
1893, dying a year after his brother in 1896. 
(see Newsletter No 52) 
 
JOSEPH CORY: TRIAL DATE 16.2.1856 

Cory Criminals from  Northampton 
Marilyn Cory & Margaret Goffin 
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 NORTHAMPTON DIVISION PETTY 
SESSIONS: CRUELTY TO ANIMALS - 
FINED. 

Joseph Cory, servant to Mr George Kenning 
of Brington, for cruelly beating a cow, 
belonging to his master, on 5th instant. 
PENALTY AND COSTS £2 IN DEFAULT 
SIX WEEKS. 
 
There were three Joseph Corys in the 1861 
census who were working in Northampton. 
One was a higgler (or dealer) another a tailor 
and the third an agricultural labourer but it 
was the 1851 census that revealed Joseph 
Cory who was a farm servant. He was born in 
1840 at Nobottle, the son of John Cory and 
Sophia  Manning, who married in 1839, 
living at Harpole with two brothers and a 
sister, but by 1861 there were another four 
children in his parental home. Joseph by this 
time was living with his cousin, William 
Cory, a widower aged 42, and both were 
agricultural labourers. Also at the house in 
Park Hill Lane, Harpole was William’s 
eighteen year old daughter, Mary, and a 
boarder, Elizabeth Leeson, who was only 
fourteen.  
 
Joseph married Elizabeth Labrum in 1861 
and with his wife, Elizabeth, had Sarah Jane 
in 1863; Ann 1867; John 1869; Harry 1871, 
not found in the 1881 census; Alfred 1871; 
Samuel 1874; Joseph 1876; Walter 1880; 
William 1882; Alice 1885. In the 1881 census 
he was living at Upton and was a static 
engine driver at the county asylum. 
 
SAMUEL CORY: TRIAL DATE 
28.2.1856, NORTHAMPTON MERCURY 
reported in paper dated 1.3.1856. CRIME: 
LARCENY -  1 MONTH’S 
IMPRISONMENT. 

Samuel was charged with stealing a sack and 
three bushels of wheat, the property of R H 
Heygate, at Brington on the 20th February.  
Mr Maunsell was for the prosecution and Mr 
O’Brien for the defence.  Thomas Leeson, a 
wagoner employed by Mr Heygate was 
driving a wagon laden with sacks of wheat 
when, on looking back, he saw two men 
carrying a sack across the road.  He went 
after them and one ran away.  Cory was 
carrying the sack and dropped it.  Mr 

O’Brien’s suggestion was that Leeson was 
mistaken as to the identity of the prisoner.  
The jury found the prisoner guilty, and the 
Judge sentenced him to one month’s 
imprisonment. 

Although the newspaper report gave Mr 
Heygate’s address as just Brington, the 1851 
census shows a Robert Heygate farming at 
Nobottle, Brington, Northants. Two 
households away, is John Cory, 76, a farmer 
of twenty acres, living with his unmarried 
daughter, Elizabeth, who was 36. Our 
archives record that John was married to 
Alice and their great grandson was Frank 
Dunkley Cory! John and Alice were living at 
Nobottle, Brington in the 1841 census and 
although they had four children at home, 
there wasn’t a Samuel. with them. There are 
nine Samuel Corys in Northants in the 1851 
census aged between two and seventy-three 
years old, but none were living in the right 
parish so this miscreant’s lineage remains 
undiscovered. 

THOMAS CORY :  TRIAL DATE 
1.7.1874, NORTHAMPTON MERCURY 
4.7.1874. CRIME: LARCENY & 
RECEIVING – 3 MONTHS 
IMPRISONMENT.  

Thomas Cory was indicted for stealing 
seven yards of calico, the property of Mrs 
Beckworth.   Mr Monckton prosecuted, and 
Mr Sills defended.  Sergeant Martin 
searched the prisoner’s house, and there 
found the calico produced in court. When 
asked where he obtained it he said it was 
given to his wife by her mother (Mrs 
Drage).  Mrs Mackworth identified the 
calico by a private mark.  She also stated 
that it was taken from the schoolhouse 
during the night of the 15th  May, and on 
the morning of the 18th she found that the 
lock of the door had been tampered with. 
Mr Sills contended that there was no 
evidence against the prisoner , however 
much there might be against the wife, but 
he asked the jury not to punish the man 
for having had the misfortune to marry 
into the Drage family. – Guilty of 
receiving – Mr Monckton, on behalf of Mrs 
Mackworth, recommended the prisoner to 
the leniency of the Court as she believed 



The Cory Society      August 2011  Newsletter No 55, Page 4 

that he had been tempted to commit the 
offence by others.  The Court took the 
recommendation into consideration, and 
sentenced the prisoner to three months hard 
labour. 

Just above the report of Thomas’s trial was 
the trial of his father-in-law, which possibly 
helps to put Thomas’s trial into perspective! 

FINED – THOMAS DRAGE, 55, shoemaker 
and father of the prisoner, Alfred Drage, was 
indicted for stealing nine yards of bedticking, 
fifteen yards of calico, and other articles, the 
property of Martha Amelia Mackworth.  Mr 
Monckton prosecuted, and Mr Sills defended.  
It appears that Mrs Beckworth holds mothers’ 
meetings at the schoolhouse, and there keeps 
a lot of goods which she supplies to the 
women attending the meetings at cost price.  
From the 18th Feb to 18th May last, she had 
lost 148 yards of calico, value five guineas, 
and a quantity of ticking.  The prisoner’s 
house had been searched by a constable, who 
found fifteen yards of calico, and nine yards 
of bedticking.  He was asked where he 
obtained them and his reply was that it was 
the policeman’s duty to find out. He was taken 
into custody. The goods produced were 
similar to those bought by Miss Mackworth, 
who was supplied by a Manchester firm. 

Mr Sills contended that there was no evidence 
against the prisoner, and denied that the 
goods had been identified as the property of 
the prosecutrix  - Guilty of receiving.  The 
Chairman said this was a serious case, and 
believed that the prisoner Alfred had been 
tempted by his father to commit robberies. In 
this case the receiver [sic] was worse than the 
thief, and he would be sentenced to Six 
Months’ Hard Labour. 

Thomas Cory married Mary Drage of Finedon 
in 1873, and they went on to have five 
children in Finedon; Bertha 1881; Florence 
1883; Thomas 1887; William 1889; and Alice 
in 1892. In 1891 they took in a lodger, 
Septimus Cory, a shoe rivetter, born in 
Finedon in 1866. Thomas became a 
blacksmith and later, on the introduction of 
railways, gave his occupation as locomotive 
tuber for the Midland Railways. Tracing 
Thomas back via the census, he would appear 

to be born in Harpole in 1866, the son of 
Joseph Cory and his wife, Mary Ann, both 
born in Harpole, in 1824. 

The next trial is a bit long but equally farcical! 

WILLIAM CORY: TRIAL DATE 
29.6.1864 – UPPER HEYFORD. CRIME: 
LARCENY – 2 CONVICTIONS:  12 
MONTHS AND THREE MONTHS 
IMPRISONMENT – NORTHAMPTON 
MERCURY 2.7.1864. 

William Cory was indicted for stealing one 
pig, value £3.00, the property of Wm Cotterill, 
on the 12th April last – Mr Hensman was for 
the prosecution, and Mr Sargeaunt for the 
defence. 

Wm Cotterill: - I am a farmer at Upper 
Heyford.  On Monday the 4th April, I had four 
pigs in a barn near the house. Next morning 
having heard that the pigs were missing, I 
searched the fields and could not find any of 
them.  The same day I went to the Harpole 
Pound and found three of my pigs there. I 
knew them by their colour, a light sandy, a 
red sandy and a black and white. I then gave 
information to the police.  The same night, 
about half past eleven, I was called up by a 
policeman and went to Harpole to the Old 
Bull and Butcher, and there saw 
Superintendent Lenaan, Inspector Evans and 
the prisoner.  We all went to the prisoner’s 
premises and there I saw a pig in a sty.  I said, 
“I’ll swear that’s my pig.” I then took the pig 
home in a cart, with the other three pigs. Next 
morning I put the sow to them and she took 
them all, the pigs were nine months old. 

Thomas Frost: - I am a pinner at Harpole.  
On Monday night the 11th April, I was called 
up by Police Constable Strixon, who gave me 
four pigs to put in the pound.  About twenty 
five minutes after I had again been in bed, I 
heard a noise, I did not get up. At 3.30 I was 
called up again by Strixton and found the 
pound door undone and the pigs gone, 
Strixton brought three pigs at that time, which 
I pounded and which were taken away later 
by Mr Cockerell’s man, Grant.  

By Mr Sargeaunt, I know the prisoner, he 
keeps pigs and I never heard anything wrong 
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of him.  

Superintendent Wm Lenaan and Inspector 
Evans went to Harpole on the 12th and saw 
prisoner and told him we had lost some pigs 
and I understood he was a pig dealer and 
we should like to see what he had. He took 
me to where two pigs were hanging up 
dressed and afterwards to a sty where there 
were some large sows, and then a sty where 
there were some small pigs. I asked him if 
he had a sty up town and he said “yes” and 
we went there. There I saw a pig lying down 
which prisoner said he found.  Mr Cockerell 
was sent for and identified the pig as his. I 
then took the prisoner into custody.  

Mr Sargeaunt, for the defence said there were 
two questions for the jury, first: whether the 
pig was the pig of the prosecutor and if it was, 
how it came into the prisoner’s possession.  
The prisoner’s story is that he found a pig in 
his sty which did not belong to him, and which 
he was ready to give up to the owner. The jury 
must remember that four pigs were wandering 
around Harpole, three of which were found.  If 
the prisoner had stolen one pig, why should he 
not have taken the whole four? The policeman 
quartered in the village bore testimony to his 
having known nothing against the prisoner. 
The jury found the prisoner guilty, and 
recommended him to mercy on account of his 
good character. 

So, William Cory had the jury’s sympathy but 
then - The prisoner was then indicted for 
stealing a pig trough at Duston, the property 
of Thomas Harrison on 20th Jan. A second 
count charged him with receiving.  

Thomas Harrison, a farmer at Duston, missed 
a pig trough in January last. On the 13th April 
last he saw a pig trough at the prisoner’s 
house, at Harpole, which was identifiable by a 
flaw, which he pointed out. Police Constable 
Charles Webb on the 13th April searched 
prisoner’s premises and found the trough in a 
loft above the sty.  After evidence from several 
people, although there were discrepancies 
between them,  the jury found the prisoner 
guilty. The Chairman, in passing sentence said 
considering the position of the prisoner, it was 
probable that these were not the only offences 
of the kind of which he had been guilty.  He 

was sentenced to twelve months imprisonment 
on the first case, and three months on the 
second. 

WILLIAM CORY of Har leston(e): TRIAL 
DATE 15.7.1868. CRIME: SHEEP 
STEALING. – NORTHAMPTON 
MERCURY 18.7. 1868. 

William Cory was indicted for stealing seven 
sheep, the property of William Vialls, at 
Harleston, on the 7th July. Mr Palmer was for 
the prosecution. The case will be found in 
detail in our report of the Division Petty 
Sessions. Defendant made a detailed statement 
of a meeting with a man whom he did not 
know, but who seemed to know him, and who 
said his name was Jones. He bought the sheep 
for £12.12s. A former conviction was proved 
against him and the court sentenced him to 
seven year’s penal servitude. The money found 
upon the prisoner was ordered by his 
Lordship to be divided rateably among the 
purchasers. 

Marilyn couldn’t find the actual report of the 
Division Petty Sessions for the last trial but  
suspects that it is the same William! Searching 
through old newspapers on microfiche is very 
time consuming and thanks are due to Marilyn 
for tracing all of the trial reports detailed 
previously. Tracing this William Cory in 
Northampton in the 1851 and 1861 censuses 
proved inconclusive; there were eleven 
William Corys in 1861 between 1 and 81; 
none were listed as pig dealers, most were 
either agricultural labourers or shoe makers. 
By 1871 only eight of that name lived in 
Northampton, this time aged between 2 and 
91.  

By assuming from previous trial details that it 
would have stated if the William in this case 
had been under twenty-one, I narrowed the 
numbers down and then compared the dates of 
each individual given for the 1861 with the 
1871 census. A search of FreeBMD revealed 
that four William Corys had died before 1867, 
and only two of these included the age at 
death because prior to 1866 it was not required 
for the information given in the registration 
index. This still left me with four William 
Corys; born 1819 husband of Ann; 1840 son 

Continued on page 15 
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After an extended visit last year, this time 
we limited our event to one day of 
interesting sight-seeing finishing with an 
efficient annual meeting. 
 
We started at the church where three 19th 
century members of Chairman Mark 
Hassall’s Cory family were baptized [see 
page 12]. We then went round the corner 
to The British Museum. Here we saw the 
inspiration for the eighteenth century 
architect Hawksmoor’s church design.  We 
were also able to benefit from Mark’s 
expertise in Graeco/Roman archaeology in 
Turkey.  Thus the Stratton Cory line was 
our main focus, supplemented by a glimpse 
of Reginald Cory’s Chinese porcelain 
bequest -W. Putford Cory line and we also 
looked at 3rd and 4th century treasures 
discovered in East Anglia.  We are not yet 
aware of when our Norfolk Cory line 
ancestors arrived in that part of the world.  
Were they there then?  Please send any 
answers to Editor for next newsletter. 
 
At the church our guide Jo showed us 
round and supplemented Mark’s excellent 
handout from which I quote. 
 
St George’s, Bloomsbury Way 
‘In the early 18th century, respectable 
residents of the northern part of the parish 
of St Giles in the Fields objected to having 
to pass through the notorious district 
known as the Rookery (scene of Hogarth’s 
Gin Lane) in order to attend church. The 
Commissioners for the Fifty New Churches 
Act of 1711 acceded to their request for a 
new church; and on a plot of land 
purchased from the widow of Lord John 
Russell for the sum of £1,000, Nicholas 
Hawksmoor built St George’s. It was 15 
years before it was finished in 1731.... 

(Weinreb and Hibbert The London 
Encyclopedia p 707). The church was 
originally orientated in the conventional 
manner on an east west axis with two 
galleries to north and south, but this was 
changed to a north south axis in 1781 and 
the north gallery removed. The original 
orientation and the north gallery have now 
(2006/7) been restored. 
 
Externally the two things to notice are the 
Corinthian portico (modelled on that of the 
Temple of Jupiter at Baalbek in the 
Lebanon), and the tower on the west side of 
the church. This has an extraordinary 
steeple inspired by Pliny’s description of 
the Mausoleum at Halikarnassus, it is 
stepped like a pyramid at the base of which 
lions and unicorns used to cavort, but they 
crumbled away and were finally removed 
in the nineteenth century. They have 
recently been replaced (2006/7). A statue 
of George I in Roman dress, posing as St 
George on the top of the steeple, was the 
gift of Mr Huck, a brewer of the Royal 
Household. 
 
Horace Walpole dismissed it, as ‘a 
masterpiece of absurdity’ while a London 
Guide of 1876 was of the opinion that St 
George’s as a whole enjoyed ‘the privilege 
of being the most pretentious and ugliest 
edifice in the metropolis’. The steeple 
inspired the following traditional rhyme. 
 

“When Henry the Eighth left the Pope in 
the lurch 

The Protestants made him the Head of the 
Church; 

But George’s good subjects, the 
Bloomsbury people, 

Instead of the Church made him head of 
the 

 

2011 Event & AGM – London, Bloomsbury 
Saturday 25th June 2011 

Jean Hayes & Mark Hassall 
 

Continued on page 11 
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Mark Hassall 
presenting Jo, our 
guide at St George’s, 
with a framed copy of 
a print of Hogarth’s 
Gin Lane. 

 Left: 
 St George’s steeple 
and views of the 
interior, showing 
17th century 
chandelier and 
ornately carved 
reredos (ornamental 
screen covering the 
back wall of the 
altar).  

Right: 
Detail from an 
architectural drawing 
at the British 
Musuem showing the 
Mausoleum at 
Halikarnassus. 
  

The font with a 
dedication to 
Anthony Trollope 
who was baptized at 
St George’s in 1815 
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CORYS gathering 
before the AGM at 
Bedford Row: 
 
From the left, front 
row: 
 
Bill Cory; Brenda 
Miller; Margaret 
Goffin; Jean Hayes; 
Rosemary Holloway; 
Glyn Roberts. 
 
From the left, middle 
row: 
 
Ida Birch; Anne 
Bedford-Groom; 
Sian Roberts. 
 
From the left, back 
row: 
 
Mark Hassall; 
Marilyn Cory; Colin 
Cory; Paul Holloway. 
 
With thanks to the man 
behind the camera, 
Peter Birch, who 
very kindly 
volunteered to take the 
photograph. 

The photograph now on page 9 was printed across the 
centrefold of pages 8 and 9 in the original issue. 
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Torcs from the Snettisham Hoard 

 Jean, Paul, Peter and Ann with Thalia Muse of Comedy  Bill Cory studies one of Reginald 
Cory’s bequests. 

Rosemary, Brenda and Jean take a 
break from viewing! 

Part of a colossal horse from the 
Mausoleum at Halikarnassus  

Chinese snuff bottles & spoons 
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Steeple!” 
    

At The British Museum Mark did well to 
keep our party together amid vast crowds 
while giving us an overview of the 
collections from 1755 to the present.  In 
particular we could appreciate the Charles 
Townley collection of classical sculpture 
acquired in 1805. For fear of losing Mark 
we marched swiftly past the many treasures 
to our main focus for the day. 
 
“Knidos and Halikarnassus, Caria, and 
Xanthos, Lycia. 
The British Museum possesses a number 
important sculptures from the Hellenistic 
Cities of Knidos and Halikarnassus 
(Bodrum) on the south westernmost corner 
of Asia Minor. These were brought back to 
England by Sir Charles Newton, the 
excavator of the site, in the middle of the 
nineteenth century. In the ‘70s excavations 
were again carried out at Knidos by Iris 
Love of the University of Long Island - I 
took part - and subsequently by teams from 
the British Museum and Germany, while 
the Danes excavated at the site of the 
Mausoleum at Bodrum”  
 
In the Great Court we saw the Lion of 
Knidos, which was recovered by Newton 
from the ruins of a cenotaph on Aslan 
Burun (‘Lion Promontary’). Its empty eye 
sockets may have been filled with precious 
stones.  
 
The Nereid Monument in room 17 has 
been re-erected enabling us to appreciate 
the sense of awe and wonder these 
sculptures and friezes produced in the 
ancient peoples. 
 
We came full circle when we saw the 
‘plans’ for the mausoleum, which had 
inspired Hawksmoor in his church design.  
Mark’s handout: 
 

“Bodrum, Carla: The Mausoleum (Room 
21; south stairs). Counted as one of the 
seven wonders of the ancient world, it was 
built by Queen Artimisia of Carla to 
commemorate her husband, Mausolus 
(died 353 BC) at Halikarnassus. The form 
of the building has been described by the 
Roman encyclopaedist Pliny, which is 
fortunate since it was demolished by the 
Knights of St John in 1402 to build their 
castle of St Peter’s. The Knights used the 
marble partly for building stones and 
partly for lime. In the 1850s the site was 
excavated by Sir Charles Newton of the 
British Museum. The monument was, 
according to Pliny, 140 feet high and was 
crowned by a four horse chariot group in 
white marble parts of which survive, 
however the impressive figures of a woman 
and bearded male are no longer thought to 
represent Mausolus and Artimisia. Two 
lions from on the south stairs also come 
from the monument. G.Waywell ‘The 
Mausoleum at Halikarnassus’ in P.Clayton 
& M.Price The Seven Wonders of the 
Ancient World (1988). As we have seen, the 
Mausoleum was the model for St 
George’s.”   
 
After lunch Ida took a group of us to look 
at the Reginald Cory bequest of Oriental 
Porcelain.  The British Museum had only 
accepted some of the items but even so, the 
British Museum lists 117 items on its 
website as being from Reginald Radcliffe 
Cory’s Bequest. The rest of the items went 
to the Fitzwilliam Museum in Cambridge 
and we viewed those at the Cory Event 
there in 2007. Amongst the Cory Bequest 
items  were snuff bottles, some of which 
were on display (see page 10, middle left). 
Snuff  bottles, adapted from spice bottles, 
were used as the Chinese climate was not 
good for snuff stored in boxes, so they used 
corked bottles with spoons to get the snuff 
out.  Another stunning item of the bequest 
is the Chinese vase (bottom right, page 10) 
which is a 'famille rose' enamelled 

Continued from page 6 
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porcelain vase decorated with a peach 
branch and flowers. It measures 52 
centimetres and was made in the Qianlong 
reign (1736-1795).  
 
The East Anglian viewing of impressive 
treasures followed Mark’s handout: 
 
Britain and Europe (Rooms 51,50,49,41 
10,000BC - AD 1,100) 
These rooms were reorganised and the 
finds beautifully displayed about two years 
ago. Of particular interest to Corys with 
East Anglian connections, will be the 
hoard of twisted iron age gold torcs (neck 
ornaments) from Snettisham, (Room 50), 
as well as the finds of treasures of the 
Roman period from Mildenhall, Thetford 
and Hoxne (Room 49), and the famous 
Anglo Saxon ship burial found at Sutton 
Hoo (Room 41).   
 
Our annual meeting at Bedford Row was 
mercifully short but most interesting, as 
reports had been circulated ahead. 
 
Thanks to Paul Holloway, Ida Birch and 
Mark Hassall for arranging this most 
enjoyable and enlightening day. Why don’t 
you join us for next year’s event? 
Genealogical background. 
 

The Cory Connection. 
However, for St George’s there is in fact a 
Cory connection: 'Three of the children of 
my great grandfather, Richard Cory (1822-
1904), who then lived at 49 Torrington 
Square, by his first wife, Barbara Tinney 
Bray, were baptised there. They were my 
half great aunts and uncle: 
 

1) Mary Bray Cory, born 9 April 1851, 
baptized 2 June 1851. She married in 1879, 
Francis Berkely Jervis (1852-1923), and 
died in 1923, having had children. 
 

2) Julia Bray Cory, born 30 April 1852, 
baptized June 1852. She married 22 
November 1881 at Wembury (Devon) 
James Edmund Yonge of the 73rd Regiment 

and had children. My brother Tom Hassall 
is still in touch with the Yonges. 
 

3) Richard Wallis Cory, born 7 October 
1854 and baptized 23 Nov 1854 and died at 
Wembury (Devon) 15 Dec 1926. He 
married Kate Yolland Rundle on 7 
September of Stoke Damerel. They had one 
daughter and a son, George Wallis Cory, 
born 8 Jan 1885. 
 

Apart from possible descendants of my 
great uncle William Cory living in 
Australia my Cory line became extinct with 
the death of George Wallis Cory who died 
unmarried in 1907 at the early age of 
twenty-two.The Australian branch were 
descended from Henry Cory, the son of my 
great grandfather Richard Cory's brother 
William - ie my great grand uncle. 

 

Mark Hassall June 2011. 
 

Postscript. Mark’s bus driver on a recent day 
trip was Allen Rout, a nephew of the farm 
labourer who found the Snettisham gold torc! 
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Pacific Grove ~ Longtime Pacific Grove 
resident, Claude 
James Cory, 
passed away at 
home Sunday 
morning, June 12, 
at 12:55am. He 
suffered from 
congestive heart 
failure since 
March of the 
previous year and 
was under 
hospice care.  
 

Claude was born Monday, November 8, 
1915, to Perley and Carrie (Reviere) Cory 
on the Cory family farm, located at Five 
Corners, Pearl Street Road, about four 
miles from Watertown, New York. It was 
near what was then called Sanford 
Corners. He was their third and last child. 
His sister, Viva, was born in 1904 and his 
brother, Earl, in 1906.  
 
When Claude was sixteen he met Phyllis 
Rebecca Sayer, age fourteen, at Black 
River High School, in Black River, NY. 
They announced their engagement on her 
eighteenth birthday in 1936 and were 
married two years later, April 27, 1938. 
Their 73rd anniversary became a front 
page story in the 2011 Memorial Day 
Weekend edition of the Monterey Herald.  
 
Just after their marriage, Claude completed 
a course with the International 
Correspondence School and received his 
diploma in Automotive Electronics. He 
owned several service stations and 
worked, just before World War II, in the 
construction of Pine Camp, NY as an 
electrician’s assistant. During the war, he 
worked at North County Battery in 
Watertown, NY, maintaining automobile 

electronics and batteries for Pine Camp. 
Their first two children, Earl (1941) and 
Philip (1942), were born during this time.  
 
As a child Claude suffered from 
tuberculosis and as a result had severe 
asthma. In 1947, his doctor advised him to 
move to Arizona. His cousin in Los 
Angeles, Vernon Corey, recommended 
California, but told him “bring your house 
with you.” They bought a 27-foot house 
trailer and the four of them moved to 
California during the severe winter of 
1948.  
 
They moved into The Mercury Trailer 
Park in Cudahy, 
CA. In March of 
1948, he started 
work at Crown 
Coach Corporation 
where he wired 
school buses, fire 
trucks, tour buses, 
and mobile video 
tape studios. While 
living in the trailer 
park, two more 
children, Cecil 
(1949) and Iva 
(1950), were born. In 1950, they were able 
to move into a small house in South Gate, 
CA. 
 
Television fascinated Claude. In 1949, he 
purchased his first set. He attended night 
school at South Gate High School to learn 
television repair. During the 16 years from 
1949 to 1965, Claude was active in the 
Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts as Cub 
Master, Scout Master, Webelos Leader 
and a member of the Los Angeles Area 
Council.  
 
In 1964, while visiting their friends the 

Obituary:  Claude J. Cory 
November 8, 1915 - June 12, 2011 

M 
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Smiths, owners of Andril Cottages in 
Pacific Grove, they decided to open a T.V. 
business there. In 1965 they bought 
Diridoni T.V. & Radio at the corner of 
Lighthouse and Forest, their current 
residence on Pine Avenue, and moved to 
Pacific Grove. Over the next 15 years, they 
owned several T.V. and Radio sales, 
services and rental businesses, were active 
in several civic organizations and became 
friends with numerous people in the 
community. In 1980, Claude turned 65; 
after a Christmas sale they closed their 
store and retired. For the next 20 years he 
traveled, camped, and “worked” in his 
garage.  
 
If there is one thing that had kept Claude’s 
interest over the years, it was the 
automobile. He bought his first car at age 
16 and drove for the next 76 years. 
Following his heart attack in March of 
2010, he bought a 4-wheel scooter to get 
about town.  
 
Claude is survived by his wife of 73 years, 
Phyllis Rebecca Cory; his four children, 
Earl, Philip, Cecil, and Iva Heitz; two 
grandchildren, Richard Cory and Sherry 

(Heitz) Sands and five great-grandchildren. 
He was preceded in death by his 
grandchildren, Vibeke Cory and Cory 
Heitz.  
 
For Claude, the 95-year- long journey from 
Sanford Corners, New York to Pacific 
Grove, California ended in his home on 
Sunday Morning, June 12, 2011. A funeral 
service was held at St. Angela Merici 
Catholic Church at 1:00 pm, Saturday June 
25, 2011. Claude will be interred in the 
Cory Family Plot at Sanford Corners 
Cemetery in Calcium, NY, just two miles 
from his birth place.  
 
In lieu of flowers, the family asked for 
donations to the Pacific Grove Library in 
Claude’s name. To sign Claude’s guest 
book and leave messages for his family, 
please visit www.thepaulmortuary.com. 
 

Keith Burroughs pointed out that in his 
article published in the last newsletter, 
Cory Criminals from the South West: 
William Cory - Cornwall and Tasmania,  
the caption under the photographon on 
page 7,  should have read The Notorious 
Port Arthur Prison and not Carbeile Mill.  
 
My heartfelt apologies to Keith for my 
error because I do appreciate the effort 
involved in putting your own family story 
down in writing. I remember the first one I 
submitted way back in December 1998 
(Newsletter No 17) and worrying if it 

would be of interest to anyone else. The 
answer from the editor at that time, Ida 
Birch, was an encouraging “Yes!” 
 
We are always interested in your family 
stories, so please don’t be shy to put pen 
to paper, or fingers to keyboard. 
 
 

Correction! 



of John & Charlotte; 1842 son of Wm & 
Susannah; 1847 son of John & Sophia. 

Perhaps unconnected but I found, in checking 
all William Corys in 1861, William Jones 
Cory, 8, a scholar. He was living with his 
unmarried mother, Fanny Cory, 33, plus her 
six other children and she was housekeeper to 
William Jones, 60, a salesman, at 1, Bearward 
Street, Holy Sepulchre, Northampton.  

I wonder if this was the Mr Jones who met 
William Cory and “sold” him some sheep? It 
just might be, because in Northampton in 1841 
there was Fanny Cory, daughter of William 
Cory, farm labourer and then a coachman.  
Although  Coachman William Cory was 
working in London in 1851, he was back in 
Northampton in 1861, a pauper, born in 
Brington, a parish already mentioned in 
connection to the trial of Samuel Cory on page 
3. Whilst Fanny in 1851, was living with her 
uncle, William Jones, and his wife (who died 
in 1854), in the 1871 census Fanny remained 
unmarried with seven Cory children with the 

initial ‘J’ in their names, all listed as children 
of the householder, Mr Jones, 70, now a live 
stock salesman. FreeBMD lists four of these 
children with the name ‘Jones’ entered on 
their registration. This certainly seems to point 
to the fact that William Cory would be known 
to someone called Jones!  
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

BIRTHS: Lucian Patrick Gould. Pam 
and Don Cory, are proud to announce the 
arrival of their  third great grandchild on 
1st July. Gail's daughter Tamara and her 
husband, Patrick Gould, now have Lucian 
Patrick born on 1st July 2011 as well as 
Seth born on 26th September 2009. Their 
second great grandchild was a girl, 
Izabella Mary born 20th July 2010 to 
Desiree's daughter, Kimberley, and her 
husband Rodney Darwin. 

CONGRATULATIONS also to Pam and 
Don who celebrated their 55th wedding 
anniversary on 7th July. Pam told us that 
as Don was in hospital it wasn't much of a 
celebration but that he is now home and 
feeling a lot better.   

DEATH: We were sad to learn of the 
death in May of Colin Champ, husband of 
our long time member, Rosamund.  

NEW MEMBER:  Rachael Susan Hunt 
of New Marske, Redcar, Cleveland. 
Rachael’s gt grandmother was Amelia 
Blanche Cory (1891-1972) born Deal, 
Kent. 

INSERTS: AGM Minutes; Membership 
Directory 2011 
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Officers: - 
 
Chairman Mark Hassall,  
  
Hon. Secretary  
and Contact for Links & Publicity Jean Hayes,  
 
Treasurer  Paul Holloway,  
  
Ex Officio Archivist  
and Devon/Cornwall/S.Wales Co-ordinator  Ida Birch,  
  
 
Editor, Webmaster, DNA Co-ordinator  
and Deputy Norfolk Co-ordinator  Margaret Goffin,  
  
  
Others:-  Rosemary Holloway,  
  
  
Honorary Founder Archivist Michael R. Cory,  
  
  
Kent Co-ordinator and Publications William Cory,  
  
  
Northants Co-ordinator  Marilyn Cory,  
  
  
Australian Co-ordinator Pam Cory,  
  
 
Membership Secretary  Rosemary Gitsham. 

 

The Cory Society does not agree necessarily with the statements and opinions in this publication 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: General enquiries e-mail: cory@one-name.org  

 

Copyright of this publication remains with contributors and the editor, and should not be reproduced 
without consulting first, this includes pictures. 


