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Name  
[& age ] 
CORY: 

Trial date Place Crime Sentence Acquitted 

John 26.11.1890 Cornwall Horse stealing 6 calendar 
mths 
imprisonment 

 

William July 1823 Cornwall Larceny  No Bill 

William 
[39] 

17.10.1843 Cornwall Larceny Transportatio
n  
7 years 

 

John 15.3.1861 Cornwall 
Bodmin 

Cattle stealing  Discharged 
& required 
to appear if 
called upon 

Richard 
listed with  
others 

1.8.1861 Cornwall 
Bodmin 

Manslaughter 
Richard Perry & 
William Arthur ï  

1 week 
imprisonment 

 

George 25.11.1862 Devon Embezzlement 3 mths 
imprisonment 

 

Mary Jane 12.4.1854 Devon Larceny before 
convicted of felony 

4 yrs 
imprisonment 

 

Mary Jane 
Cottee 

10.4.1852 Devon 
[Plymouth] 

Larceny by servant 12 mths 
imprisonment 

 

Thomas 1.7.1864 Glamorgan Embezzlement 3 mths 
imprisonment 
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In March 1851 Thomas Cory was in the 
village of Lincombe near Ilfracombe, 
North Devon aged 32, a farmer of 100 
acres employing one labourer and a house 
servant. The North Devon Journal of 7 
Aug 1851 advertised a farm called 
Lyncombe to be let, 85 acres, 2 miles from 
Ilfracombe, late in the occupation of Mr 
Thomas Cory. Thomas left his rural life 
behind and made for South Wales as did 
many others in North Devon.   In 1861 he 
was living in Swansea at Sea Beach 
Cottage with his wife Sarah born at West 
Down, a parish between Braunton and 
Ilfracombe, son John aged 10 born at 
Ilfracombe, and two children born in 
Swansea, a daughter Sarah Jane aged 8 
and son Sydney aged 5 months. His 
occupation was Agent in Brick Works. A 
far cry from farming!   

Turning to newspapers for information on 
the case I found a website http://
www2.swansea.gov.uk/_info/cambrian/
default.asp which gives much information 
with a search facility.  A simple search for 
óCoryô resulted in 460 entries!    Limited 
to the year 1864, there were relevant 
references between 29 April and 13 
May.  The earliest revealed that his 
employer George Burden Strick & Co was 
taking him to court.  Entries on 13 May 
refer to the Cory Embezzlement Case.   He 
was committed for trial but I found no 
account of a hearing on 1 July 1864.  

I needed proof that it was Thomas Cory of 
Braunton and further information.  As luck 
would have it, Peter and I were planning to 
visit relatives in South Wales in March so 
we included Swansea in our itinerary. At 
the library in the Civic Centre I printed the 
articles from three issues.  

The newspaper of 13 May assured me that 

I had the right man as his employer Mr 
George Burden Strick said he and his 
partner had been brick manufacturers for 
seven to eight years. Thomasôs salary was 
35 shillings per week and he had been 
given a monthôs notice around 12 March.  
He had been employed from the beginning 
as a Salesman and Collecting Clerk - but it 
appears he had been selling and collecting 
but not passing on all the money!     

The report in the 29 April issue headed 
Serious Charge of Embezzlement begins: 

Thomas Cory, otherwise Carrey, was 
apprehended at Birkenhead by Inspector 
Crockford on Monday, and brought before 
the Bench this day, on a warrant charging 
him that he being an accountant and clerk 
to Mr George Burden Strick and another, 
did, on the 15th day of January last, by 
virtue of his employment, receive and take 
into his possession, certain money 
amounting to Ã14 and upwards, in the 
name and on account of the said George 
Burden Strick and another, his masters, 
and that he feloniously embezzled the 
same by appropriating it to his own use.  

The charges concerned sums of Ã37 18s 6d 
on 6 Nov 1863 and Ã14 5s 0d on 15 Jan 
1864.  An adjournment was requested by 
Thomas Coryôs solicitor but bail was not 
granted because Thomas had been 
apprehended on the eve of his departure 
from Liverpool for America with his 
family. 

There was a further postponement the 
following week when one of the judges 
announced that he could not deal with the 
case as he was connected with one of the 
prosecutors!   

Cory Criminals from the South West: Thomas Cory of Lincombe 
Ida Birch 
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 Liverpool for America with his family. 

There was a further postponement the 
following week when one of the judges 
announced that he could not deal with the 
case as he was connected with one of the 
prosecutors!   

The 13 May report headed The Charge of 
Embezzlement against Thomas Cory 
revealed the detail.  Concentration was on 
three sums of money but there were many 
others according to Messrs George Burden 
Strick and Co amounting to as much as 
Ã200 to Ã300.   The solicitor for the 
prosecution said that he was in a position 
to state that since he (Thomas) had been 
in custody he had made a transfer of all 
the property he had in this country.  
Thomas was formally committed for trial 
at the next Quarter Sessions.     

 At the West Glamorgan Record Office, 
conveniently situated in an adjacent room, 
I could not find the record of such a trial 
and was advised that it probably took 
place in Cardiff.   This is confirmed by the 
Ancestry website which shows that 
Thomas appeared on 28 June at the 
Cardiff Midsummer Quarter Sessions 
following which he was sent to gaol for 3 
months.  

Having completed the research, we set out 
for nearby Rodney Street where Thomas 
was living at the time of the 1861 census 
up to and including the 1881 census and 
probably beyond.  We reached the street at 
number 140 ï quite a long walk along this 
straight street of blocks of terraces on both 
sides.  We eventually reached number 66!  
The houses were probably all identical at 
the time but now they have varied 
embellishments.                continued 
overleaf 

Missing out on going to America, what 
happened to the family!? 

A present day view of Rodney Street:  

Thomas Coryôs house is just to the left of 
the nearest pole.  

and shown below: 
the front view of  No 66. 
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The Swansea Library newspaper website is 
an excellent source for South Wales, 
especially Swansea.  The deaths revealed 
that Thomas & Sarahôs son John died at the 
age of 24 at his fatherôs home, 66 Rodney 
Street, Swansea on 24 Jan 1875 and Sarah 
died at the same address on 14 Nov 1880, 
aged 59.  Both death notices refer to 
Thomas Cory with the preface of Mr.  
Does this indicate that he had redeemed his 
reputation or that he had hidden his past?!    
In 1881 Thomas was a widower aged 62, a 
Copper & Silver Ore Agent.  Our General 
Register Office archives reveal that a 
Thomas Cory died early in 1882 aged 61 in 
Swansea.  There is no notice of his death in 
the newspaper and a discrepancy in age - 
probably because there was no family 
nearby.  (One must not always rely on 
relatives anyway!)    

Younger son Sydney had moved to 
Sunderland by 1881 when he was recorded 
as a plumber aged 21, boarding with a 
family headed by a locally born 
Mariner.   He married Elizabeth Jane 
Sheret in 1889 - he was not at home for the 
1891 census.  His wife was alone and 
entered as her own occupation óMarine 
Engineerôs wifeô.  One wonders whether 
his landlord had encouraged him to change 
his career.  Sadly, Sydney died on 2 Aug 
1897 aged 37 at Algiers, North 
Africa.  What a tragedy for Elizabeth and 
their child named Sydney Stansford Cory 
and even worse she gave birth to a 
daughter, Cicely Vera, a few months 
later. Elizabeth outlived her daughter who 
died in 1946 aged 48. Sydney jnr married 
and had two children.    

Thomas Coryôs son John died at 24, 
Sydney died at 37 which leads to the 
question of what happened to Thomas & 
Sarahôs only daughter Sarah Jane 
Cory.   She too moved away from 
Swansea, marrying Charles Gould on 19 
Oct 1887 in the Registration District of 
Sunderland.  In 1891 they were living in 

Kingston upon Hull at 13 Midland 
Street. Charles was aged 69 - thirty years 
her senior - a Baker & Confectioner. By 
1901 Sarah was a widow at the same 
address, óManager of a Pastry Shopôô with 
son Charles Cory Gould aged 7, an 
assistant and two servants.  

Thomas Coryôs background?   He was 
baptised in Braunton on 11 Nov 1818, son 
of William & Mary (n®e Chugg).  William 
died in August 1823 aged 57.   Devon wills 
were destroyed by the bombing of Exeter 
in 1942 but we are fortunate that his will of 
the previous month survives ï along with 
his motherôs - in the copies of the Estate 
Duty Wills, an indication that William was 
not a poor man! 

I give and bequeath to my beloved wife 
Mary Corry Also to my son John Corry 
Also to my son Wm Corry Also to my son 
Thomas Corry Also to my daughter Mary 
Ann Corry All my Lands Leaseholds Goods 
and Chattles to be equally (sic) divided 
between them when my youngest son 
Thomas Corry is at the full age of Twenty 
one years. 

As Thomas was coming up to five years 
old at the time, there was a long delay for 
all the family!   

Sources:   
The Cambrian, Swansea 
The North Devon Journal 
Census Returns 
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It is probable that William Cory was the 
son of William & Catherine of Trebeath 
baptised at Egloskerry Church on 29 May 
1803 after having been baptised privately 
on 6 March 1803. 

 
On 15th July 1823 a William Cory was 
committed to Launceston Gaol charged 
with stealing flour, the property of Henry 
Blewett. He was discharged 
"Ignoramus" (insufficient evidence for a 
conviction), but we have no evidence that 
this was óourô William Cory who would 
have been 20. 
 
William CORY and Loveday BURDON 
were married on 25 Mar 1824.  They had a 
son Richard CORY  b.31 Oct 1824.  
Loveday died on 18 Jan 1826 in 
Jacobstow. In 1830 William CORY was 
working (sojourner) at Cordova Green, 
Lezant, when he met Elizabeth VENNER 
(bp.24 May 1812), daughter of John 
VENNER and Elizabeth (COOMBE).   
They were married on 2 Dec 1830 in 
Lezant, by licence and subsequently had 
the following children:- William 
Venner CORY, bp.3 Feb 1831 Lezant; 
George  bp.25 Aug 1833 Tresmeer;  
Mary   bp.27 Nov 1836 Tresmeer; Eliza 
bp.1837 Launceston; & John bp.19 Jul 
1839 Tresmeer. 
 
The 1841 census shows the family 
comprised of William Cory [35] ag.lab. & 
Elizabeth [25], William [10], George [8], 
Mary Ann [5], John [2], and also a 
Catherine Corry [12] (niece) at Helson, 
Tresmeer. 
 
In 1843, Transportation Quarter Sessions 

1837-1844 [page 665] lists William Cory 
of St Stephen, labourer, charged with 
stealing wheat, barley, flour etc., from a 
James Blake.  He was 38 years old when 
he appeared in court. He was sentenced 
for 7 years and transportation to Van 
Dieman's Land. William Corry departed 
London on 28th January 1844 on board 
the óEquestrianô and arrived at Van 
Diemans Land on 22nd May 1844. He 
left behind his wife and a further 3 
children  - Henry  bp.24 Apr 1842, 
Elizabeth Ann  bp.1 Sep 1844 & Thomas 
bp. 1844. 

 
1851 census shows - 
William Venner CORY, now age 20, 
Mill Servant (apprentice) living in the 
household of Henry & Ann Harris, Millers 
at Badharlick, Egloskerry. 
George CORY, aged 18, Ag Labourer, 
with George & Grace Bray in the village 
of Helscot, North Petherwin. 
Mary Ann, age 15, Servant, with 
Edward & Grace Daw at Tresmeer. 
Elizabeth  CORY aged 38 was in the 
Launceston Union House with - Henry  
age 12, Eliza Ann  age 7 and Thomas  
age 5 ï note against Elizabeth's name in 
the 1851 census, wife of convict. 
 
1861 census shows - William Venner, age 
30 and single, working at the Carbeile 
Mill, in Torpoint and staying at the 
Carbeile Farm. The Carbeile Mill (see 
page 7) was built in 1819 and John Gent 
was the miller from 1862. More 
information on the Carbeille Mill, 
Torpoint, can be found in the Cornwall 
FHS Journal No 133 September 2009, on 
pages 33-35.  William Correy is listed at 
the bottom of page 33 as one of the two 

 

Cory Criminals from the South West: William Cory - Cornwall and Tasmania 
 

Keith Burroughs,   Member 0116 
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millers; this branch of the family may be 
examined at a later date. 
 
Meanwhile back to his father, the convict, 
and the rest of the family. After two years 
in Van Diemanôs Land, in 1846 William 
was sent to the Port Arthur prison, either 
because of further offences or because of 
his physical strength, to join the extensive 
forestry work, felling trees and producing 
the wooden planks for shipbuilding. 
 
One of the greatest problems facing the 
authorities of Port Arthur was balancing 
the need to punish the convicts against 
needing to make the station a profitable 
enterprise. Convicts could not be left to 
spend their days getting flogged and 
rotting in a cell, they needed to be 
reformed through a combination of 
religion, education and trade-training. Ship 
building was introduced on a large scale to 
Port Arthur in 1834 as a way of providing 
selected convicts with a useful skill they 
could take with them once freed. Only 
those convicts deemed well-behaved and 
receptive to training were allowed to work 
at the dockyard. Up to seventy convicts 
were employed at the yard at its height, 
with the majority engaged in the menial 
task of cutting and carrying timber. The 
remaining convicts were carpenters, 
blacksmiths, caulkers, coopers and 
shipwrights who actually built the vessels.  
 
Of all the laborious occupations some 
convicts were forced to carry out during 
their time at Port Arthur, timber-getting 
was to be the most punishing, yet also the 
most profitable. From the very early days 
of settlement gangs of convicts cut timber 
from the bush surrounding the settlement. 
The saws of the convicts supplied a steady 
stream of building materials to fulfil the 
needs of works both on and off the 
peninsula.The trees were enormous, much 
larger than the ones we find today.  
 

When felled, a sawpit was dug under or 
near the log, so that it could be cut up into 
smaller lengths of wood. Two convicts 
used a pitsaw (see above) to cut the wood. 
One convict (the 'Top Dog') stood on top 
the log, whilst the other (the 'Bottom Dog') 
worked in the pit at the other end of the 
saw. His job was extremely 

uncomfortable, as his eyes and ears filled 
with sawdust. When the log was cut into a 
rough beam, a gang of up to 50 convicts, 
nicknamed the 'centipede gang', hefted the 
great weight upon their shoulders and 
carried the timber back to the main 
settlement. Here, in larger sawpits 
constructed near the water, the timber was 
cut up into the planks, beams, boards and 
spars needed for shipbuilding. 
 
William Corry was given his freedom in 
1851, after completing his seven-year 
sentence. As a convict who had received 
his ticket-of-leave, he was entitled to apply 
to have his wife and family sent out at 
government expense. He had to apply 
through his master, who forwarded the 
application to the Superintendent of 
Convicts, who applied to the Governor for 
approval. Applications were then sent to 
the Colonial Office in London and on to 
the Home Office. Depending on the 
number of available berths on the female 
convict ships chartered at the time, certain 
families were selected and, if they wished 
to go, were notified of the time and place 
of embarkation. Families had to get 
themselves to the point of embarkation. 
William applied for his family to join him 

 

 Pitsaws could measure up to 6 feet long,  
with one tooth per inch. 
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and, with the exception of his first son, 
William (Venner) who was a miller at 
Torpoint, they all went to Van Diemenôs 
Land. 
 
On the ship they were fed, clothed and on 
some ships the children received a 
rudimentary education. The families were 
listed separately on the embarkation lists, 
which often did not state numbers or 
names of the free women and children, but 
between 1820 and 1842 at least 297 wives 
and 643 children were sent out to join their 
husbands and fathers in Van Diemen's 
Land.  It was thought that such a scheme 
would help to redress the imbalance of 
gender in the colonies and provide an 
incentive to good behaviour among the 
male convicts. In Britain the scheme 
received support from landowners and the 
church, who bore the burden of supporting 
wives and families of convicted men 
through poorhouses, which were financed 
by parishes. 
 
The records at Tasmania show that 
William remained there until his death in 
1881. A broken headstone in the 
Congregational Cemetery, Richmond, 
reads Elizabeth, beloved wife of William 

Corry, died Feb 21 1871, aged 58 years. 
 

 

Sources:  

Australian Joint Copying Project. Microfilm 
Roll 91, Class and Piece Number HO11/14, 
Page Number 4  

Application to bring out family CO386/154 
Reel 987 p118 

 

The notorious Port Arthur prison 
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In Addition 
Margaret Goffin 

Jean Hayes and Rosemary Holloway both 
reported finding recent publications in 
which the Cory name is mentioned and 
thought that you would like to hear about 
them, as these media items are updates on 
the subjects of articles in past newsletters. 
 
The first mention is in a book review from 
the Daily Telegraph on ñMedic- Saving 
Lives- from Dunkirk to Afghanistanò by 
John Nichol and Tony Rennell.  Journalist, 
Andrew Roberts, includes in his book 
review the heroic story of L/Cpl Eric 
ñDocò Harden of the RAMC whose 
courageous rescue on 23rd January 1945 of 
three men, including Lieut Robert Cory, 
won him a posthumous Victoria Cross. 
  
I first came across this story in the Eastern 

Daily Press in 2008 in an article written by 
Steve Snelling and wrote it up for our 
August issue for that year (Newsletter No 
46, page 10). To quote from the book 
ñdressed in their brown smocks and green 
berets, the Commandos stood out like 
coconuts on a shy.ò It goes on to say, 
ñCory remembered his astonishment at 
finding Harden beside him, jabbing 
morphine into him as small-arms fire 
whined overhead and bullets kicked up the 
snow.ò  Harden carried the first man on his 
shoulders, zigzagging his way through 
flying bullets and although advised not to 
try and save the remaining two wounded 
Commandos, which included Cory, he 
returned for them, saving them from 
certain death in the snow, before he 
himself was fatally injured.  

Cory Lodge, Cambridge. 
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The book covers British Army Medics 
from the First World War right up to 
todayôs conflicts. Roberts describes it as 
ña tribute to Harden and his comrades 
through the agesò, and ñthe hellishness of 
war was never more starkò, so perhaps 
not a book for the faint-hearted! 
 
It was in the same August newsletter that 
Jean Hayes wrote about the London 
Event and AGM, arranged by Rosemary 
Holloway, during which we visited the 
Lindley Library at the Royal Horticultural 
Societyôs Headquarters at Vincent 
Square. We were treated to a private 
viewing of some of their spectacular 
botanical paintings. Last December, the 
Garden magazine article, Chinese Leaves, 
included some of these wonderful images 
collected by John Reeves (1774-1856).  
Reeves sent back hundreds of pictures 
and many plants from China and is 
perhaps best remembered for sending 
back a specimen of Wisteria sinensis and 
for introducing Primula sinensis to British 
gardeners. In 1859, the RHS sold off its 
entire library to raise funds, and the 
Reeves albums were lost, until in 1936 
Reginald Cory bequeathed five albums, 
still bearing the RHS seals, back to the 
RHS. In addition, a further three albums 
were purchased in 1953, using money 
from Coryôs bequest. 
 
Also in the December issue of the 
Garden, was a brief report on plans by the 
Cambridge University Botanic Garden to 
re-landscape the Cory Lawn to 
complement its new research centre, the 
adjacent Sainsbury Laboratory, opening 
early in 2011. Quite what this entails 
remains to be seen! Reginald Cory 
studied Law at Trinity College, 
Cambridge and his love of the Botanic 
Garden saw him become its benefactor. 
His legacy still contributes one third of 
the running costs. During the Cambridge 
Event & AGM, arranged by Marilyn Cory 

in 2007, members met the Director of the 
Botanic Gardens, Professor John Parker 
who guided them through the gardens. 
(Newsletter No 43.)  
 
Finally, the Cory name appears in 
connection with Dyffryn. In the February 
issue of the Garden magazine, under the 
heading Glittering Restoration, there is a 
report about the final part of a Ã6.15m 
restoration project at Dyffryn Gardens, the 
former home of Reginald Cory. The Cory 
Society visited Dyffryn House and Gardens 
during our Bristol Event arranged for us 
last year by Marilyn Cory and Brenda 
Miller. The large walled garden had already 
been reinstated as a kitchen garden when 
we visited, but those amongst the group 
who visited it with the Society in 1998 and 
knew Dyffryn well were saddened by the 
barren space where the original glasshouse 

One of the botanical paintings shown to  
members of the Cory Society in 2008. 
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stood.  
 
The restoration of Dyffryn 
Gardens began more than ten 
years ago using grants from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, and now 
finally a replica of the original 
glasshouse displaying orchids, 
cacti and vines, will be opened in 
May.  
 
In March, the Garden magazine 
featured Dyffryn again under 
Gardens to Visit and if you fancy 
seeing how the garden looks this 
year, you can find out more at   
www.dyffryngardens.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pictures on the right: 
Views of Dyffryn Gardens taken 
last year on the Cory Society visit 
during the Bristol Event. 
 


