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The Discharge Papers of Chelsea Pensioners 1778-1874
Margaret Goffin

The National Archives have released
some online records of soldiers who
enlisted between 1760-1913 which I was
able to access via my subscription to
findmypast.co.uk. I found five entries for
Coreys and thirteen for Corys; these were
between the years 1778–1874. Six were
born in Northamptonshire; four from
Norfolk; two from Leicestershire; two
from London; one from Cambridge; one
from Devon; one from Guernsey; and one
from Wicklow. The documents for these
soldiers range from between three pages
to up to seven or eight and these can
include personal descriptions, regiments,
postings, total service served, and details
of any medical ailments, some of the
latter made my eyes water! I found the
personal descriptions fascinating but with
limited space available have excluded
them from this article but I am willing to
pass these on to anyone who would like
to contact me. In some cases, I have been

able to provide further identification
using census records.
The earliest recorded birth was for
Samuel Corey (b 1778 Daventry,
Northants). He was twenty-five years of
age when he was balloted for the
Northamptonshire Regiment of Militia.
He had previously been a shoemaker.
These details were on a form with those
completed after his medical board, which
he had to attend in 1833 to procure his
release. Samuel had served a total of 30
years and 275 days, ending up “many
years ruptured and infirm”. He was then
fifty-six years old, although still a good
height at five feet eight inches tall, with
dark hair and dark eyes to go with a dark
complexion. He retired to Kilsby,
Northants, which is where he said later
(in census documents) that he was born.
But don’t feel too sad for him, as from the
1851 census, we learn that Chelsea

Pensioner, Samuel Cory, now seventythree and widowed, was still alive and
living at Gregory Street, All Saints,
Northampton. Living with him was his
daughter, Lucy (b1829) who was deaf and
dumb, and his son, Samuel (b1830) who
followed his father’s trade as a shoemaker.
In the previous census, there were another
two children, Fanny (b1821) and Benjamin
(b1826) and also his wife, Lucy, who was
born about 1791.
William Cory (b 1795 St Pancras,
London, Middlesex) was a jeweller,
aged eighteen who enlisted in the 19th
(Prince of Wales Own) Royal Hussars for
a bounty of £13 pounds, receiving one
guinea on being attested. He went to
France in 1814 for two years and was in
Flanders at the Battle of Waterloo in 1815
although I haven’t found his name
amongst those listed on a website for those
at Waterloo. Between 1827-8 he was in
Portugal. At his medical board in 1840, he
was pronounced too infirm for further duty
owing to climate or disease suffered
during his service, which totalled 28 years
and 198 days.
Also from London,
Middlesex, Henry James Cory (b1868),
only lasted 4 years and 188 days and then
was absent at his date of discharge! He
was the son of Charles Cory, 5 Buck
Street, Camden Town and had been given
a character reference by Mr G J Black, 38
Inkermann Road, Kentish Town. Henry
James was the only one in those listed
online who gave his religion as Catholic.
Previously a carman, he joined the
Commissariat & Transport Corp.
William Corey (b 1807 Arklow,
Wicklow) joined the 4th Light Dragoons
at Dublin in 1826, serving in the East
Indies from 1827. He was transferred to
His Majesty’s 15th Hussars and ended up
at Bangalore in 1852, where after a total
The Cory Society

service of 28 years 198 days he was retired
as too infirm for further duty owing to
climate or disease during service and
returned to Chatham. It is recorded
amongst his papers that he married on 14
July 1846 but there is no indication of
where or to whom. He was the only one
for whom a marriage is recorded in his
discharge papers.
Reuben Cory (b 1835 Ickleton, Cambs)
joined when he was seventeen and
remained with the 3rd Light Infantry until
he was thirty-nine years old. He served a
total of twenty-two years, although his
early years did not count towards his
pension, (total service 21years, and 32
days) as he was marked under age until
1853. He re-engaged at Calcutta in 1863,
spending eleven years and five months in
the East Indies. He spent another two years
and seven months in New Zealand where
he received a severe gunshot wound in his
left thigh in action against the Maoris at Te
Ranga in 1864. He remained a lowly
private, despite obtaining a good conduct
badge, the Indian Mutiny medal and the
New Zealand War medal.

The Indian Mutiny Medal was initially
awarded in silver to all ranks, regardless of
race or branch of service.
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William Nassau Cory (b 1865 Guernsey)
joined up two months before he was
fifteen. He had been a tailor, living with
his widowed mother, Hannah, and three
sisters, Selina, Florence and Martha and
his younger brother, Walter. His father’s
name was John. Enlisting at Elizabeth
Castle in Jersey in 1879, he was sent five
years later to Singapore and finally
Colombo, Ceylon where he became ill
with congestion of the liver which the
doctors attributed to the hot climate and he
was discharged from the 1 st Brigade Ro
Div in 1890, after serving a total of 10
years, 307 days, firstly as a Boy and
finally a Gunner. He married Julia Alice in
1893 and is listed in both the 1901 and
1911 censuses as a stoker for the
waterworks and living in Lakeside
Cottage, Waterworks, Valley St Lawrence,
Jersey. The 1911 census reveals that his
father had been born in Cornwall, whilst
his wife’s father had been born in France.
William Cory (b 1862 Gt Dunham,
Norfolk) son of William J ames Cory &
Sarah Wing joined the Norfolk Regiment,
serving with the Upper Burma Task Force
1888-9 and was never wounded. He was
awarded a medal with the clasp “Burma
1887-9”. In his total of exactly 12 years of
service, he was posted to Great Yarmouth,
Gosport, Gibraltar, back to Aldershot, then
a month on HMS Crocodile, before being
posted to Benares and Mandalay, returning
to Colchester and finally Norwich which is
where he was in the 1891 census. Ten
years later, in the 1901 census, William
was widowed, and living in St Lawrence,
Intra, in Kent. He had two sons with him;
William George, 7, and John Levi, 6. His
housekeeper was Gertie Bishop from
London. William’s wife, Caroline née
Mackley died in 1896, probably after
childbirth, as the birth of their daughter,
The Cory Society

Caroline, is recorded in the same quarter
as her mother’s death. Motherless, baby
Caroline died in the June quarter of 1897.
William married again, but not to Gertie.
He married Annie Kneebone in 1908 in
Barrow in Furness, who according to the
1911 census came from Camborne,
Cornwall.
Also born in Gt Dunham in 1862 was
James Cory, son of J ohn, and possibly a
cousin of William’s. James had previously
been in the Norfolk Artillery Militia
although he was only eighteen when he
enlisted in 31st Brigade Depot Infantry. He
was mostly posted in England, with two
postings to Kincald and Limerick. He was
found medically unfit for service in 1888
and returned home to Gt Dunham after a
total service of 7 years 307 days.
Another Norfolk man was Jonathan Cory
(b 1803 Lingwood) the son of Moses
Cory & Mary Kerrison (see Newsletter No
50). He enlisted at Norwich in 1823 in the
Coldstream Guards. Little is known of his
postings other than that he was in Quebec
for 4½ years but the years that he was
there are not given. At the end of his
service he had served a total of 21 years,
105 days. “His conduct has been that of a
very good and efficient soldier, seldom in
hospital, trustworthy and sober”. Another
from Norfolk was Phillip Edmunds Cory
(b 1845 Heacham) the son of Robert
Cory & Sarah Edmunds, who like his
father was a carpenter. He joined up in
1867 at Westminster and enlisted in the
Royal Engineers as a Sapper until he was
posted for two years (and 360 days!) to
Malta where he suffered “a general
disability due to constitutional causes and
climate”. He left the army with 5 years
and 80 days service towards his pension to
reside at High Street, Far Cotton,
Northants, where many others of his
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family have
censuses.

various the Royal Artillery, with the rank of
gunner. Identification notes state that he
had several warts on the back of his right
This brings us to the other Corys born in hand and two faint scars on his left
Northants. Samuel Corey, as mentioned forefinger. Frank’s service did not go well;
earlier, had the longest service record of all he was tried and imprisoned three times
Corys listed. John Henry Cory (b 1869 (total 92 days) and finally discharged with
Harpole) was the son of J oseph Cory & ignominy on 15 July 1893 after 1 year and
Elizabeth Labrum. He joined the 158 days. Frank returned to Harpole where
Northumberland Fusiliers at Newcastle-on- he died in 1896 and was buried in Harpole
Tyne in 1888 and later transferred to the churchyard.
Army Reserve. He rejoined the Borderers
in 1898 and on the SS Hildonian Castle Richard Cory (b 1848 Harpole) was just
went to South Africa. He seems to have over twenty-four when he joined the 80th
been awarded a medal but according to the Regiment of Infantry. He was sent to Hong
note in his records was not allowed to keep Kong and China for three and a half years.
it: “ Queen’s Medal S. Africa 1899-1900, He developed Stapley Coma in his left eye
forfeited”. After 18 years and 119 days, he and, medically unfit, was discharged after 4
was discharged on 20th August 1900, still a years and 75 days. He did not return to
private. John Henry’s cousins, Harry Cory Harpole, but decided to reside at 38,
(b1873 Harpole) a shoe finisher, and Bryanston Square, London. By searching
Frank Dunkley Cory (b 1874 Harpole) a through the censuses, I discovered that
boot riveter, were the sons of William Cory Richard had been living in London before
& Sophia Dunkley, of No 2, Mount he joined up. In 1871 he was in Lambeth,
Pleasant, Harpole. Both gave Baptist as described as the Head of the House,
their religion.
occupation, butcher. Living with him was
his sister, Caroline and a visitor called
Harry joined the Grenadier Guards in 1894 Walter Smith from Suffolk whose sister,
having previously been with the 1st Vol. Bn Sarah Suttle Smith, (born Chedburgh,
Northants Reg. Although he had a medical Suffolk) Richard married in 1877. The
when he enlisted on the 5th March and was 1911 census finds the couple in Lelant,
marked healthy, eight days later he came Cornwall, with no children born from their
down with bronchitis and was ill for the marriage of thirty-four years. Richard was
next eighty-five days. In September he the son of Harris Cory, a farmer from
became ill again, for twenty-six days this North End, Harpole, and his wife Ann, née
time. This was followed in October by Rolfe.
further illness and so by December 27th he
was declared medically unfit for service Arthur Samuel Corey (b 1867 Murcott,
owing to acute pneumonic phthisis. His Northants) was twenty when he went to
total service lasted just 334 days. Harry Aldershot and joined the Royal Artillery
was discharged in February 1895 and died Purchase. What this job entailed, I do not
in March. He was buried in the parish know, but he certainly had a very neat
signature. He gave his father as next of kin,
churchyard at Harpole.
but his father’s name was not recorded. It
Harry’s brother, Frank Dunkley Cory, is also noted that he was unmarried, yet he
joined up in 1892 at Weedon, and was in had a tattooed ring on the third finger of his
The Cory Society
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left hand. In 1889, due to reorganisation,
the Royal Artillery Purchase became the 1 st
Brigade Royal Artillery. Something went
wrong in January 1893, for Arthur was
awaiting trial, and in February he was tried
and reduced to gunner. There is no
explanation or reason for this trial, only a
final note that he died at Woolwich on 13th
April 1893 from pleurisy after 5 years and
315 days service. Arthur Samuel’s
occupation before joining the army was a
saddle and harness maker and he said that
he had been apprenticed to Mr Horse of
Long Buckby for 5 years.
Strangely, William Corey (b 1861 Walcote,
Lutterworth,
Leicestershire)
had
previously been employed as a blacksmith,
apprenticed to Mr Morse of Walcote for 14
months. William’s next of kin was his
mother, Eliza. He had tattoos on both arms,
including one reading W m Cory & A nn in
a heart. He joined the South Staffordshire
Regiment at Lichfield in 1883, after
previously being in the 3rd North Leicester
Militia. His postings saw him in Cairo
1883-4; Egypt 1884-5; SS Ganges and
Netley in August 1885. He was awarded
the Medal for Egypt 1884-5 with clasp for
the Nile 1884-5. However, his service
lasted only 3 years and 224 days as he was
discharged medically unfit (alcoholism) at
Plymouth on 3rd May 1887.

and 74 days before being discharged on
medical grounds, after suffering stricture of
the urethra which began while he was at
Colombo. The paperwork was finished off
at Fort Pett, Lutterworth, where his
character was said to be “indifferent”.
Our final soldier is Frederick Cory (b 1873,
Charles Parish, Plymouth, Devon) son of
William Cory, 56 Clifton Place, Plymouth.
Frederick was nearly twenty-two when he
enlisted and had previously been a seaman.
He had a tattoo of a heart, cross and anchor
on his right forearm. I found him in the
1881 census with his father, William Bray
Cory, an organ builder, born in
Poundstock. His mother was Elizabeth.
There were two other sons, William, 22,
and James, 18, (both were marked as
having a spinal complaint) and Elizabeth,
5. Frederick joined the 18th Hussars in 1894
at Devonport and was sent to Canterbury
but claims the shortest total service of just
91 days. He was discharged on 23rd
January 1895, and his papers were marked
with the notation, £10 claimed although
there is no medical reason given. I suspect
that he just wanted to leave the army
because he did not return home!

John
Corey
(b
1802
Walcote,
Lutterworth, Leicestershire) joined the
90th Regiment of Light Infantry at
Coventry, Warwickshire). He had been a
servant, and was nineteen. He didn’t give
his next of kin on the form that was
completed in preparation for his discharge
in 1843. John had served in Kilkenny,
Ireland in 1834; the Mediterranean for nine
years; Colombo, Ceylon for five years until
1842; the remainder had been served at
home. In all he served a total of 21 years
The Cory Society
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Corys All Shipshape & Bristol Fashion at 2010 Event – 23-27 July

Jean Hayes

There were twenty-one people with us this
year. From overseas: Fred & Bernie Corey,
Earl & Christina Cory, Marjorie Corey
Fenili and her sister, Carolyn Corey,
Patricia Heighton and from England:
Mark Hassall, attended on the Friday
evening, Ida & Peter Birch, Margaret &
Kingsley Goffin, Jean Hayes, Charles &
Freda Cory, Brenda & Roger Miller,
Win Cory, James & Gurj Cory, Colin &
Marilyn Cory.

A convivial supper followed. After our
meal we watched a short DVD clip of
Raymond Cory talking about the Corys of
Cardiff
and
the
Cardiff
Bay
Redevelopment Project which was filmed
when he hosted our society in Cardiff in
September 1998. A taster DVD clip about
John Cabot’s landing at Cape Bonavista,
Newfoundland in June 1497 followed. The
museum there commemorates the replica
ship ‘The Matthew’ which sailed across in
1997. The film was taken on Jean’s visit
there just two months ago. We finished our
evening’s viewing with a splendid DVD
which Colin obtained of The Cory Band.
The brass band is currently British,
European and World Champions. We heard
something of their varied repertoire and
excellent standard.
(See April 2010
Newsletter p9-14 ‘The Cory Story’.)

Friday 23rd – Arrivals, The Cory Society
AGM & Entertainment at Bristol.
The Bristol Royal Marriott Hotel is a
splendid Victorian structure in a most
prestigious central position, sharing
College Green with the Cathedral and
Bristol City Hall.
Here we renewed
acquaintance
with
some
cherished
American friends and our loyal British
members.
Saturday 24th – The Bristol Day:
Our Blue Badge Guide Martin’s
Our Annual General Meeting was started informative and entertaining walk covered
soon after 5 p.m. by our Chairman, Mark the Cathedral, City Hall, Harbourside, John
Hassall, since, with reports circulated Cabot’s statue, St Mary’s Church
ahead and six members present, we were Redcliffe, Queen’s Square and the Bristol
quorate. Others joined in as they arrived Riots 1831, then back across Pero’s Bridge
after lengthy delays in traffic jams. to Anchor Square and the Millennium
Reports from our hard-working committee Square. We learnt that, because Bristol has
showed continuing endeavours to increase the second largest tide variation in the
our knowledge of Corys.
world, all cargoes aboard early trading
ships had to be specially packed and
A report from Fred Corey, President of the secured as ships listed badly over when the
Cory Family Society USA and also a water dropped as the tide went out – hence
member of our Society, detailed his the saying ‘Shipshape & Bristol Fashion’.
successful research during the week in Our smooth cruise up and down the
Bristol Record Office delving into 15th & ‘Floating Harbour’ aboard the replica of
16th Century Corys living in the parishes of the ‘Matthew’ was in stark contrast to
St. Phillips and St. James, including copies John Cabot’s voyage. In his second trip his
of some Cory wills. These Bristol Corys and three of the accompanying ships were
may have been founders of the John Cory lost in storms. We sipped champagne and
line USA.
admired our special view of this historic
Continued on page 11
The Cory Society
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Clockwise from above:
The SS Great Britain at her
moorings; the hull of the SS Gt Britain
viewed from below in dry dock; Peter
& Ida Birch with Patricia Heighton
and Win Cory on board The Matthew;
The Matthew; Earl Cory and Fred &
Bernie Corey at John Cabot’s Statue
with Patricia Heighton, Peter & Ida
Birch and Carolyn Corey in
background.
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Original photo printed on centrefold. See page 9 for names of those in the photograph.
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Corys at Dyffryn
House

From the left,
front row:
Win Cory;
Margaret Goffin;
Jean Hayes;
Christina Cory;
Brenda Miller;
Freda & Charles
Cory;
Earl Cory.
Middle row:
Marilyn Cory;
Gurj Cory;
Kingsley Goffin;
Bernie Corey;
Carolyn Corey;
Patricia Heighton,
Marjorie Corey
Fenili.
Back row:
James Cory;
Fred Corey;
Colin Cory;
Peter & Ida Birch;
Roger Miller.

The Cory Society
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Top left and
clockwise:
Rear of
Dyffryn House,
and views of
interior.
Centre left:
John Cory’s
statue, Cardiff.
Bottom left:
Corys at
Clifton Bridge.

The Cory Society
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Continued from page 6

port in a calm ‘sail’ by engine.
Our visit to see the SS Great Britain, built
in 1843 by Isambard Kingdom Brunel,
allowed us to closely view the hull. This is
surrounded on the surface by a doubleglass structure enclosing water which from
above looks as if the ship is floating in
actual water. This represented the water
line but also served to seal in the
dehumidifiers necessary to preserve the
iron hull.
The museum told the
extraordinary life story of Brunel’s far
sighted invention – from luxury passenger
carrier, to emigrants’ carrier to Australia
for twenty-four years, troop carrier during
Crimea 1854-55, coal carrier, storage hulk,
then abandoned rotting hulk in the Falkland
Islands until 1970, which left the iron
ship’s hull looking like rusting lacework.
Finally an audio guide took us over the
restored ship.
Sunday 25th – Cardiff & Dyffryn &
Wyndam Park Day. Evening ‘Cory
Family Society’ Annual Meeting. Dinner
in The Palm Court. The first stop of the
day was in Cardiff to see the statue of John
Cory 1906, er ected in his lifetime to
honour him for various good works. This is
at Cathays Park in which are the grand
civic buildings. Our next stop was outside
‘Corys’ Buildings’ originally built for
Cory Brothers’ business premises. This is
at present undergoing renovation. (See
April 2010 Newsletter p9-14 ‘The Cory
Story’.) We left the coach at Cardiff Bay,
to wander around the waterfront. My group
visited the Welsh Assembly Building and
gazed at the outside of the Millennium
Centre which replaced the old buildings
including the Maritime Museum which
held some Cory records including the
model of ‘The Millicent’ the first ship of
John Cory & Sons. Two buildings survived
this major redevelopment, the white
Norwegian Church Arts Centre and the red
The Cory Society

Pierhead Building. Several of the group
visited the various displays in the Pierhead
Building. Lunch was taken in one of the
many restaurants around the bay, many
choosing to eat outside in order to enjoy
the beautiful weather.
Dyffryn House & Gardens [pronounced
Duffrin] is at St. Nicholas a few miles to
the west and was, for me, the highlight of
our event. The historic estate was bought
by John Cory in 1891 and the present
house constructed in 1893. Thomas
Mawson, a well-known landscape architect
and first president of the Institute of
Landscape
Architecture,
was
commissioned to design a garden to
compliment the new house; landscaping
began in 1906 and was completed in 1909.
On John Cory’s death in 1910, the third
son, Reginald, a keen horticulturalist and
leading figure in the RHS (Royal
Horticultural Society) took on further
development. Reginald sponsored the
famous plant hunter Ernest Wilson on trips
to China and several plants were
introduced to Dyffryn including A cer
griseum [Paper Bark Maple].
The property is now owned by the Vale of
Glamorgan. Alex, the Head Gardener, gave
us a special tour in the absence abroad of
the project director, Gerry Donovan, who
had received us in 1998 at the start of the
project. Since that time £8 million has
been spent, £6.15 million of that from the
Heritage Lottery Fund. Firstly, we were
taken into Dyffryn House, which is not
open to the general public yet. We visited
the grand hall, Oak room, drawing room
and boudoir. We saw the stained glass
window of Sir Walter Raleigh and
Elizabeth 1st, unusual fireplaces and
painted ceilings.
Two large restored
bronzes are stored inside, awaiting their
final place in the future glasshouse. All
evoked glimpses of past wealth and
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opulence and we look forward to their parts of Dyffryn Gardens painted in 1923.
completed restoration.
Those of us at the Cory Event 2008 had
seen the originals in the RHS Lyndley
Dyffryn Gardens give a varied display of Library at Vincent Square, London. At the
the many features in vogue in an time I thought they looked like chocolate
Edwardian Garden and it was easy to see box covers but on this day I had seen some
how the money has improved and of the views brought to life – especially so
reclaimed many areas. We saw Mawson’s in the Herbaceous Border.
trade-mark ‘mushroom yews’ consisting of
dark foliage below and yellow yew on top On the way back we drove around
– all trimmed to resemble a mushroom. Wyndham Park. Originally called Glyn
Edwardian bedding schemes surround the Cory this was to be J ohn Cory’s Garden
house and a croquet lawn leads to the Village of houses and amenities. Only a
smallish ‘canal’ that leads the eye into the couple of roads were ever finished so we
distance.
were able to drive by some unusual white
villas with tiles above the doors and some
Alongside all this there are the garden Edwardian-style homes.
rooms where renovation had just begun in
1998 with the re-opening of the Pompeian That evening, Fred Corey ran a most
garden. We started at the far end. The efficient Annual Meeting of the Cory
Rose Garden was between flowerings but Family Society. Some of us belong to
the Paved Court planted in very colourful both societies and we found face to face
beds, mostly purples and yellows with exchanges most useful. We rounded off the
lilies for height, was lovely. The columns evening in the elegant Palm Court
in the Pompeian Garden presented a most Restaurant where our evening meal
classical look.
The former Bonsai included a celebration of James & Gurjit
collection of Japanese Maples is now Cory’s 1st Wedding Anniversary with a
planted out in a grassy area. The Physic delicious cake!
and Herb Gardens are being renovated to
th
reflect a chronological arrangement. The Monday 26 – Bath:
Herbaceous Border is a blaze of colour, We gazed in wonder at seeing this hot
enhanced by rose-covered arches along its water (46 degrees centigrade, rising at a
edge and at intervals in the grassy centre. rate of 1,170,000 litres every day from
The larger walled garden had lost its Pennyquick geological fault) and learning
glasshouses that we saw in 1998 and is at about the site and the temple constructed
present just grass awaiting the new by the Romans in 60-70 A.D. dedicated to
glasshouses designed to provide visitors Minerva (also known as Sulis), giving the
with shelter on rainy days as well as their place the name Aquae Sulis. We
usual function. The other walled garden appreciated the ingenious layout of the
contains fruit, vegetables and cut flowers visitor trail taking one above or through the
and is tended by the volunteers. Often 12- excavated complex. I enjoyed seeing the
14 volunteers work throughout the gardens steaming torrent flowing in a waterfall over
on a Tuesday morning. We ended our tour bright orange stained stones and the
by looking in the rather modern-looking original orange drainage channels as well
display room built onto the side of the as the complicated heating, bathing and
house. Here we saw reproductions of Edie social arrangements for the Roman way of
Helena Adie’s watercolours of various life. Lunch was in the luxury of the Pump
The Cory Society
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Room under the chandeliers although I did bridge to move slightly in various directions
not see anyone drinking the foul tasting and stood in the middle of the span to see
waters there!
how it gently rose up and down. Apart
from maintenance it has not had to be
Some of us took a Spa package in the altered since the day it was completed in
afternoon in the relatively new bathing 1864. In that year inspectors placed 500
complex. This included a swim overlooking tons of stone on the roadway only to find
the city, a middle section of steam baths the bridge sagged just 15 cms and settled
with aroma therapy, and then below to a straight back into place when the load was
pool with bubbles, being wafted around by removed.
the current. Meanwhile some others in the
group took the open-topped bus tour around MANY THANKS to Marilyn & Colin
this beautiful city. I walked with the free, Cory and Brenda & Roger Miller for
guided tour and some people did a little undertaking and arranging everything so
shopping. It was very hot!
well, for all the planning and visiting the
areas ahead in preparation. Thanks for
Tuesday 27th – Stonehenge & Bristol’s guiding us through the event and for
Clifton Suspension Bridge:
producing the very informative brochure
Stonehenge is a well-known site, yet to which we were able to take away as a
stand outside the circle leaves one souvenir. We all enjoyed our happy time
wondering at the enormous size of these together and the chance to extend our
mysterious stones, one third of which are knowledge both of the areas and of the
below ground. Who made it? What was the Corys.
purpose of Stonehenge ? We enjoyed the
explanations on the audio-guide which
could be played at various points as we
walked around the circle. Begun around
3,000 B.C. with a circular ditch and bank
dug with antler picks and bone shovels it
evolved into the stone circle containing an
altar. Some are blue stones from Wales and
some harder sarsen stones from nearby
Marlborough Downs. We also noted burial
mounds or barrows in the nearby
countryside.
We drove back to Bristol and up to the
Clifton area where the rich merchants once
lived. We walked up to the Clifton
Suspension Bridge to learn from our
guide that it was the result of a competition
submitted by Brunel. However, due to
delays it was finished by John Hawkshaw
and William Henry Barlow after Brunel’s
early death from overwork. We appreciated
the clever engineering that allows this

The Cory Society
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New Canaan Lumber Camp

Jacob Blois Corey was born on 3rd
October
1902
in
New
Canaan,
Connecticut, USA. He was a descendant of
Gideon & Abigail (Clark) Corey who were
amongst the community’s earliest settlers.
His optimistic outlook and perseverance
during hard times and disappointments
pushed him forward through the years of
farming and lumbering. Church was
always important to him, serving as
Deacon from 1947 and for fifty-five years,
from 1934, as Clerk. Retirement began
when he sold ‘the mill’ at seventy-six years
of age, after fifty-four years in the lumber
trade and thirty-eight years of operating a
farm. This article is taken from Jacob’s
own story, ‘dedicated to my partner, best
friend and wife since 12 July 1933,
Dorothy R (Clarke)’. It was written in
1992, after fifty-nine years of marriage.
They had four children, Shirley, Eloise,
Earle and Cheryl. Several of our members
met Shirley (Corey) Thorne at Fredericton,
in September 2008.(See Newsletter No 47)
My interest in the lumber industry began
with helping my father in the winters. In
1924, my father and I went to the woods as
partners. One morning in November, after
a snow storm, we left home heading for the
location we were to log, which was ten
miles from home. We left with two teams,
boards for a camp floor, table, benches and
a seat for the bunkhouse, hay and food for
ourselves and two others. The first day we
built a lean-to with a shed and roof after
opening an old portage and travelling five
miles. We had brush and hay for the floor
and a big fire in front to keep us warm, but
we had little sleep. Father went home at
night to help care for Grandmother Amy
Corey, who was ninety-one and an invalid
after a stroke. The next day, we cut more
road before returning home. On Monday,
The Cory Society
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we returned to the woods with five men,
arriving at the campsite by late noon. After
lunch, we prepared another lean-to as a
place to sleep in. We built a log camp, 16 x
24 feet, half for cooking and half for men
to sleep in. We returned home every other
Saturday night.

In 1927 another log camp was built for the
men and the old camp was used for
cooking. I learnt how to notch logs and use
moss to fill the cracks between the logs to
keep out the cold. Poles were cut for the
roof and covered with tar paper. We slept
in one long bunk. The guy near the stove
was hot while the one on the outside edge
kept turning to warm his cold side. Until a
hovel could be built for the horses, they
were kept under tree branches and covered
with blankets.
We lost money the first year- the snow was
too deep for the men and the water was too
low to ‘stream-drive’ the logs in spring.
The logs stuck along the way. The second
year the water was too high and we lost
logs over the intervals. The third year I
learnt to ‘stream-drive’ and to break up log
jams. There was a lot to learn- how to
handle the horses and how to sharpen saws.
I learned how to file the five foot cross-cut
saws from books and experience. The
fourth year the men learned to file their
own saws. Twenty-five men finished
cutting 1,100,000 feet of logs by February.
We made $2800. My father could not
believe it was possible.
The men went into the woods the first of
November until Christmas so had to have
replacements. The ‘wagun’ box was like a
store in the woods camp. Boots, laces,
socks, insoles, shirts and tobacco were
bought from a store in Petitcodiac and
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resold to the men at cost. Harness replacement had $75, bought a tire (tyre) and had money left
parts were also kept.
over when we got home. While we were gone,
my brothers, Gideon and Don, scrubbed the old
A woods camp had to be located near water, a soft board floors to make the house nice for us.
little brook or spring. A stove, pan, dishes, There were no sinks then. Dish and scrub water
flour, shortening, sugar, raisins, salt, pepper, were thrown out the back door.
soda, cream of tartar, cake, cookies, donuts and
bread were taken to the camp. Kerosene for Dorothy and Maizie Corey, a neighbour, cooked
lamps and lanterns and blankets were also for me that winter. Some cooking was done
needed. I remember carrying twenty pounds of before leaving home, to use until we could get
shortening on my back. The horses could follow set up. That November, there was a great flood.
a road after dark and sometimes I would get Twenty-four football players couldn’t get across
home by 10pm to get more supplies. Potatoes the water in the road near our home. Twelve of
were packed in the load of hay so they would them slept on the floor in our living room on
not freeze. In the woods, there were no eggs for blankets. There were no carpets or sleeping
cooking so donuts were made with potatoes bags. Needless to say the prepared cooking for
rather than eggs. Six pies were made each the camp was eaten!
morning with dried apples, raisins, lemon and
butterscotch fillings. Molasses cake, date By December, the snow was so deep the deer
squares, prunes, potatoes, carrots, meat and pushed it against their breast as they walked. So
gravy, biscuits, bread, pancakes and beans kept that year, we quit and lost money.
the men happy. Molasses, taken in a bottle, was
eaten with bread for lunch with cookies or cake.
If the bread was frozen, it was thawed over the
fire that was made to heat water for tea.
On July 1933, I married Dorothy. We borrowed
a car to go on honeymoon to Nova Scotia. We

MEMBERSHIP NEWS
Elizabeth Venner at Lezant in 1830.

BIRTHS

Keira Louise Potton was born on 25th
June 2010 weighing 8lb 1oz . Daughter of
Charlotte Burton and Jake Potton . Great
granddaughter of Sylvia and Douglas Fry.
Norfolk Corys Table A29

James Cory of Harpole, Northants.
Descended from John Cory (1799-1862)
son of John & Alice Cory, who married
Sophia Manning in 1839.
INSERTS:

AGM Minutes; Membership Directory

NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to
Dennis John Correy of West Par k,
Plymouth, Devon,
Descended from William Cory b 1805 at
Tresmeer, Cornwall who married
The Cory Society
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:

General enquiries e-mail: cory@one-name.org

Officers: Chairman

Mark Hassall,

Hon. Secretary
and Contact for Links & Publicity

Jean Hayes,

Treasurer

Paul Holloway,

Ex Officio Archivist
and Devon/Cornwall/S.Wales Co-ordinator

Ida Birch,

Editor, Webmaster, DNA Co-ordinator
and Deputy Norfolk Co-ordinator

Margaret Goffin,

Others:-

Rosemary Holloway,

Honorary Founder Archivist

Michael R. Cory,

Kent Co-ordinator and Publications

William Cory,

Northants Co-ordinator

Marilyn Cory,

Australian Co-ordinator

Pam Cory,

Membership Secretary

Rosemary Gitsham.
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