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THE JERSEY CORYS

by Margaret Goffin

William (1812), Richard (1818) mother Alice (1790-1872), James (1821) Jane (1814), John
(1823), Mary (1815), Abraham (1826) and Moses (1829)

The photograph on the front page and the
one above were sent in to the newsletter by
Rosamund Champ who descends from
William, born in 1812.
Two other
members of the Cory Society also descend
from this family; Rosemary Gitsham from
Jane, born 1814 and Rosemary Holloway
from James, born 1821. Their earliest
shared Cory ancestor was Robert Cory who
was born in Cornwall in 1788. In April
2000, during the Cory event in Jersey,
members met Douglas and Daphne Downer
and Yvonne Poll, who also descend from
William; and Genevieve Zimmer and her
daughter Judith, descendants of Moses.

in Tresparrett, only one of whom, Betsey,
died in infancy. Rosamund is so very lucky
to have such wonderful family group
photos, and to be able to identify each
person. Pride of place, in the centre of the
photo above, rests the family Bible, which
played an important part in this family of
Bible Christians. (See issue no 22).

Robert died in 1830 and sometime in the
1840’s, Alice and nearly all of her children,
took up permanent residence in Jersey.
Here they prospered and the family grew
from the initial ten Corys registered in the
1851 census to forty-nine in 1881, although
dropping a little in number to thirty-seven
Robert was a blacksmith by trade and lived by the 1911 census.
in the parish of Tresparrett, in Cornwall
with his wife, Alice née French (1790- Using these Jersey census documents I was
1872). They married at Davidstow in 1811 able to follow the family’s progress to
and had six sons and three daughters born prosperity gained mostly through their
The Cory Society
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shops, trading as butchers. Jane married
William Mutton who was a butcher, and it
was in their household that her sister,
Mary, and brother, Abraham were living in
1851. Their mother, Alice, was living in
Old Street, St Helier, with her son, Moses,
who, aged twenty one years, was also a
butcher. There was another of Alice’s sons
working as a butcher in Jersey in 1851.
This was John, who with his wife Ann, was
living in Queen Street. Two sons, William

and Richard, had remained in England at
this time; both were blacksmiths.
Eventually William took his family to
Jersey too, leaving only Richard remaining
in Cornwall, but as we can see in the
photograph on the opposite page, he did
visit his family in Jersey!

TIP COREY’S
LIVERY
& SALE

STABLES

Cathy Corey Oates of the William Corey line in
the United States e-mailed the society to say that
she has a wonderful piece of newspaper type
advertising the livery business of a TIP Corey in
Stratford, England. Cathy took the piece of type
to the Cooperstown NY Museum and they
printed several copies of the image (see above).
She would love someone from his line to have it
but has been unable to contact anyone related to
him in England. I too, have tried to trace TIP
Corey but cannot find him in any of the
censuses. The Albion Inn, Bridge Road,
Stratford was in a Whites Gazeteer of 1863. I
found a James Corey, or Carey, and his wife
Mary were living in Waddington Street,
The Cory Society

Stratford in 1871; he was 41 and born in
Tipperary, Ireland but his occupation was,
disappointingly, a railway labourer. I found the
couple again in the 1881 census where he was
also listed as a railway labourer, born simply in
Ireland. I was unable to find them in the 1861
census but a James Carey, born in Dublin,
Ireland, was lodging in Southport and although a
married man, his wife wasn’t present.
Temptingly, his occupation was a groom but
there just wasn’t enough to connect the two. So,
if anyone can identify TIP Corey, Cathy will be
pleased to hear from you. Her e-mail address is
taco@taconic.net.
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ON TOP OF THE WORLD

by Ida Birch

The conductor Robert Childs and Ida Birch beside the trophies.

Photograph by Peter Birch

The Cory Band in 2009 was ranked No 1 in
the world for the third consecutive year some achievement! As well as the Welsh,
they won the British Open, European and
World Championships making them the
first band ever to achieve the hat-trick.
Other cups associated with those major
wins were on display as shown in the
photograph of the conductor with me after
the Jubilee Concert in Swansea.

concert following a competition. The
Swansea concert began with a tribute to
Karl Jenkins on his 65th birthday when he
conducted his own compositions which
included his Concerto for Euphonium. He
has collaborated with the Band in recent
years and I was interested to see the
composer of The Armed Man which I sang
with Potters Bar Choral Society. After the
interval, there was a Cory Reunion when
musicians who had previously been
members of the band took their places on
the platform mingled with the current band.
Tributes were paid to their involvement in
the past.

As I was writing a piece on the Cory
Family for the book to be published by the
Cory Band in celebration of their 125th
anniversary, my husband, Peter, and I were
invited to their Jubilee Concert in
November. The experience was as
exhilarating as when we heard them several Afterwards, we were invited to a reception
and joined the bandsmen and women who
years ago at a Royal Albert Hall Gala
were only too pleased to relate their
The Cory Society
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attachment to the band. The
commitment is enormous. Members
must be available for all their concerts
which can be anywhere in the UK or
abroad and of course for practices and
competitions, not to mention the
practicing at home! Some regretted
leaving as there is such camaraderie.
Unfortunately, we had little time to
speak to the conductor as he left the
venue early to travel to East Anglia for
a commitment the next morning!
However, I did remind him that my
name was Ida Birch and not Ida
Woolsery as I had been named in the
concert when I was thanked for my
contribution to the forthcoming book!

In Loving Memory

The Cory Band has been honoured
with
a
Blue
Plaque
in
acknowledgement of 125 years of
music making. This has been installed
on the wall of their practice room in
Ton Pentre. The band was formed in
1884 as the Ton Temperance band. The
name was changed to the Cory Band in
1895 after Clifford Cory - having heard
them play - offered financial help.

Congratulations to our archivist,
Ida Birch, who wrote about this Cory

family for the book about the Cory
Band. Ida, who has long had a
particular interest in this Cory line and
the Cory Band too, was pleased to take
on the task. As you will see, she did an
excellent job! Turn to page 9 to read
Ida’s contribution to the book .

The Cory Society

Bob Marhenke sent in a copy of a family
memento, a WW1 memorial card. It is in the
name of Edward Thomas Gribeon Corry, of
New Zealand, son of Mr & Mrs Benjamin
Corry of Waimate. He was buried in France
in 1918, at the Lebucquiere Communal
Cemetery Extension, IV. C. 14.
Bob’s cousin, Jo Cory, who took part in our
DNA project, helped to prove that this Cory
Davidstow (Benjamin) line matched other
Corys tested from Poundstock, Tresparett,
North Petherwin, Jacobstow and Lifton
lines.
April 2010
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QUEEN VICTORIA SEAMEN’S REST VISIT

by Jean Hayes & Ida Birch

Most enquirers contact The Cory Society
by letter or email wanting to find a missing
ancestor or to take their family line much
further back with the help of our database.
However, in November, Jean had a
telephone call from Andrew Leitch, an
executive at Queen Victoria Seamen’s
Rest, East India Dock Road, London. He
wanted help to trace descendants of a John
Cory, of Cardiff, who had been a
benefactor to that institution. This was
because they were opening a newly
refurbished ‘John Cory Wing’. Andrew
said he could not tell the date of this for
security reasons, as Royalty were involved.
He would like to present a living
descendant to the royal personage at the
opening and it would probably be early
December.

Australia would be able to attend the event
in London but she kindly put him in touch
with her niece Lucinda Rutherford who
lives in South London!
Andrew then arranged for Ida and Jean to
be invited to attend the accompanying
Carol Service where there would be an
opportunity to meet Lucinda and her
daughter Abbi.

When the day dawned, Tuesday December
8th 2009, we set out. Ida and Jean had
agreed to meet ahead at the London
Museum in Dockland, West India Quay
[part of the Canary Wharf Development]
since we did not consider East India Dock
Road safe to wander round in the dark!
The Museum is worth a visit but rather
‘labyrinthine’ so we had a nice cup of tea
Jean says she did her usual tactic when in the adjoining bar once we had found
faced with a problem and contacted Ida, each other.
our Archivist and Coordinator for Devon,
Cornwall & South Wales, and a distant At Canary Wharf we really felt at the
relative of John Cory of the West Putford cutting edge of the 21st Century as the city
line. She had visited the QVSR some years types rushed for transport after work or
ago and had been shown the John Cory chilled out, very loudly, in the many bars.
brass plaque.
As we got out of our taxi in East India
Dock Road and entered the imposing
Ida was almost certain that Christopher Victorian brick building that houses QVSR
Richard Cory of Fowey (Cornwall) aged 68 we felt we had stepped back two centuries.
whose death was reported in the Daily Jean wondered if those making money
Telegraph of 7 October 1998 was a from today’s main industry – finance - are
grandson of John Cory. He left a widow as caring with their legacies as was John
Pamela and a daughter Charlotte. Ida Cory. Inside we met Andrew and other
passed this information to Andrew. Via his staff and many volunteers whose
telephone calls to the Post Office in Fowey contribution enables the caring work to be
and to a florist, Pamela was alerted to done for the needy who have had a
Andrew’s interest in finding descendants of connection to the sea. It is gratifying to
John Cory. Her husband was indeed the know that John Cory helped those
great-grandson of John Cory and Pamela connected with the shipping that helped
made contact with Andrew.
Neither make the family fortune. Jean met some
Pamela nor her daughter who lives in fish traders from Billingsgate who are
The Cory Society
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Ida Birch, Lucinda Rutherford and her daughter, Abby, with Andrew Leitch.
Photograph by Jean Hayes

continuing with help for QVSR.
Ida was able to supply Cindy with
information and a photograph of John
Cory. In due course Cindy and Abigail
were whisked away to be presented to
Princess Alexandra and the John Cory
Wing declared open. In their conversation
Cindy discovered that they had a mutual
interest in St Christopher’s Hospice.
Afterwards all came into the concert hall
where we all enjoyed a splendid Carol
Concert. This was ‘typical East End!’ The
brass band played, choir and soloists sang
and The Salvation Army delighted
everyone with a display of movement,
timbrels & singing. The Princess joined in
with elegant gusto and everyone enjoyed
the event.
How appropriate that the Salvation Army
was present – it was an organisation
supported from the outset by John Cory
and his brother Richard. On their deaths in
1910 and 1914 respectively, long obituaries
The Cory Society

were published in The Salvation Army’s
War Cry.

We have surmised that William and
Catherine Booth named their daughter
Eveline Cory – later to be known as
Evangeline Cory - in honour of the Cory
family. The link is confirmed in the
following snippet from GENERA L
EVANGELINE
BOOTH
OF
THE
SALVATION ARMY by P W WILSON, New
York, Charles Scribner’s Sons 1948:
On letters and cablegrams Evangeline
Booth often signed herself by her middle
name Cory, and here again a tale can be
told. In the rough seaport of Cardiff on the
southern coast of Wales there were two
brothers, John and Richard Cory. They
were coal merchants in a large way and on
black wagons drawn by cart horses one
could see their name in soiled white paint.
The Cory brothers were hard-headed
business men, accustomed to deal with the
mining industry, but they were convinced
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From left to right – Abby Rutherford, Mr Osei Asamoah - QVSR Front Desk, Cindy
Rutherford, Mrs Iris Pattinson, Ian Pattinson QVSR Trustee, Bryony Pattinson (in front) &
Chris Bailey – Member, QVSR scratch brass band and of course Her Royal Highness Princess
Alexandra, Patron Queen Victoria Seamen’s Rest. Photograph by Dave Sinclair, EastEndLife

that William and Catherine Booth, visiting
their city and other places, were
proclaiming and practising a Gospel that
made a difference to society, and they
backed the Salvationist Movement with
substantial sums of money. They owned a
fleet of freighters to which a new vessel
was added. It was called the William Booth
and any profits it earned were to go to the
cause. The good ship William Booth was
wrecked, however, off the coast of
Bermuda, not that it made any difference
to the zeal of the Cory brothers. They
continued to be firm friends of the Booths
and that was how Evangeline got her
middle name. Whatever happens to coal in
England the goodness of the Cory brothers
will be enshrined in the annals of the
Salvation Army.

both married, neither had offspring. Herbert
Beynon and his fir st wife Constance née
Stedall had four children: Ivan Rupert in 1886,
who married and had one child Ivan Paul
Lindsay; Cyril Noel in 1887 who was killed in
action in 1916, a captain in the Royal Horse
Artillery and Royal Field Artillery; Roderick
John (1889-1890); and Herbert Chichester,
grandfather of Lucinda, whose mother Denise
was the eldest followed by David Noel who
died at the age of 9 and Christopher Richard.
Herbert Beynon Cory married secondly widow
Alice Zelie Charmier and they had one daughter
Vera.

Footnote: John Cory and his wife Anna Maria
née Beynon had four children: the eldest,
Herbert Beynon, was the only one to have a
family; Florence Margaret was a spinster; and
although Clifford John and Reginald Radcliffe
The Cory Society

April 2010

Newsletter No 51, Page 8

THE CORY STORY
A contribution to the forthcoming history of the Cory Band

by Ida Birch

1500s whose father was probably Walter.
Two Cory brothers, grandsons of John
Cory, married Penfound sisters of
Penfound Manor, Poundstock, Cornwall.
The younger brother Andrew Cory and his
wife Jane are 6xgreat-grandparents of
Clifford Cory.

Richard Cory, J.P.
Courtesy of Cardiff Libraries & Information Services

The benefactor Clifford Cory was born 150
years ago in Cardiff on 10 April 1859 the
second son of John Cory and Anna Maria
née Beynon and the grandson of Richard
Cory known as Captain Cory.

As well as developing a provisions
business, Richard had another interest, a
story related on the occasion when in 1896
John Cory opened The Cory Memorial
Temperance Hall in Cardiff built in
memory of his father. Richard Cory was
the first in Cardiff to sign the pledge and,
with others, threw himself into the
Temperance movement.
The planned
meeting at the chapel Richard attended met
with opposition from a publican who
declared that no one should bring such
infidel principles into the chapel. Richard
replied that if infidelity consisted of lifting
the drunkard up out of the gutter and

Richard Cory (1799-1882) had moved to
Cardiff from Bideford in North Devon in
1838 and his wife Sarah (née Woollacott)
and eight children were recorded in the
1841 census at Wharf, Bute Dock. He
must have thought that Cardiff offered a
promising future having seen it develop
over the years during which he had plied
his boat from North Devon. Born 14 miles
from Bideford in the coastal parish of
Hartland, his father Hugh ran the King’s
Arms. The family’s roots, however, are in
the nearby parish of West Putford at Cory
Barton, an armigerous family descending
from a John Cory residing there in the early
The Cory Society
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helping him to lead a better life, then he
considered it a most desirable kind of
infidelity! This episode led to Richard and
many others worshipping elsewhere.
Premises were found where they could
meet for religious and temperance services
and they were dubbed Coryites. The
opposition of the publicans was vigorous,
Richard Cory being the butt of their
attacks, his effigy burnt and old tin kettles
rattled outside his residence.

Plata, La Rochelle, Las Palmas, Madeira,
Malta, Marseilles, Monte Video, Nantes,
Naples, Oran, Para, Pernambuco, Piraeus,
Port Said, Rio Janeiro, Rio Grande,
Rochefort, Rosario, Saigon, St. Lucia, St.
Thomas, St. Vincent, Seychelles, Santos,
Singapore, Smyrna, Suez, Syra, Teneriffe,
Tunis, Venice, Vigo, Zanzibar and Zea.
No wonder they were known as the Cardiff
Kings of Coal!
John Cory lived at Vaindre Hall, St
Mellons before the purchase in 1893 of
Dyffryn, in the parish of St Nicholas,
where the youngest of the four offspring,
Reginald, was responsible for designing the
gardens with Thomas Mawson.

The Cory Memorial Temperance Hall, an
attractive building much praised when
erected, was demolished in the 1980s replaced by the Capitol Exchange shopping
centre. It had cost John Cory £5,000, the
equivalent of £285,000 today, a sum John
could well afford.
John Cory’s actions showed a generous
sharing of the wealth acquired through the
Richard Cory’s two eldest sons, John Cory success of Cory Brothers and other
(1828-1910) and Richard Cory (18301914), had joined their father and by 1855
‘Richard Cory & Sons’, were grocers,
provision merchants, ship’s biscuit and
bread makers, ship brokers and agents for
Wayne & Co. coal merchants. On the
retirement of their father in 1859, the
brothers John and Richard formed Cory
Brothers. They became colliery proprietors
and in 1906 it was reported that they
owned Pentre, Gelli, Tynybedw and
Tydraw, in the Rhondda Valley; the
Aberhouse and steam collieries, Ogmore
Valley; the Rheola Colliery, Glynneath; the
Tynycwn
Collieries,
Glyneath;
the
Offices of Cory Brothers, Cardiff built in 1890
Glyncastle anthracite collieries and the
Courtesy of Media Wales Ltd
Penrhiw Collieries. There were 5,000 of
their wagons on the railway.
Cory
Brothers were exporting annually close companies with which he was involved.
upon four million tons of coal in company He gave the Maendy Hall in Ton Pentre to
ships from South Wales, routes expanding the Salvation Army. Much appreciated
with the building of the Suez Canal in were Sailors’ and Soldiers’ Rests largely
1869. Their success has been attributed to financed by John in Cardiff, Barry and
their world wide bunkering (storage) Milford Haven, to name but a few. The
depots including Aden, A lgiers, Bahia, Cardiff Infirmary, the University College
Blanca, Bombay, Bordeaux, Buenos Ayres, and the Police Institute were recipients too.
Cape Town, Colombo, Constantinople, Keen to extend education to his employees,
Corunna, Corcubion, Genoa, Gibraltar, La he built libraries. Closing a public house in
The Cory Society
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St Nicholas and building a Coffee Tavern
was probably not welcomed by all!
Working alongside his brother John all his
life, Richard Cory too has been heaped
The extent of his generosity was with praise. He was a generous donor to
acknowledged when honoured in his life charities, especially Dr Barnardo’s, and
time with the erection of a bronze statue by was closely involved visiting people in the
Sir W Goscombe John in Gorsedd poor areas of Cardiff and patients in
Gardens. The inscription reads:
hospitals.
A tireless supporter of the
Baptist Church, Richard took an active role
JOHN CORY.
as a preacher and frequently distributed
COAL OWNER,
‘tracts’. He served on Cardiff Town
PHILANTHROPIST.
Council for 25 years being elected an
THIS STATUE IS ERECTED BY HIS
Alderman in 1883; on the Board of
FRIENDS AND FELLOW CITIZENS
Guardians; and as a Magistrate. Most of
AS A TOKEN OF THEIR APPRECIATION
Richard’s married life was spent at Oscar
OF HIS WORLD-WIDE SYMPATHIES.
House on Roath Road where he and his
1906
Cornish born wife Emily, née Vivian,
In his will John Cory prefaced the list of raised a large family but, sadly, they had
bequests “ … in order that the great work more than their fair share of losses as
being done and accomplished by the several died in childhood. Their son
Salvation Army Spezzia Mission and others (Richard) Vivian Cory died in the Boer
may not for some time pecuniarily suffer by War leaving a wife and daughter. A
reason of my death I give to the following message Vivian sent to his mother on the
persons or Institutions the sums following way to South Africa, dated 6 Mar 1900,
free of all death duties …”. He left became his will as he expressed his wishes
£20,000 to the Salvation Army, £5,000 to in case anything happens to me. The eldest
the Spezzia Mission in Italy, £5,000 to the son (Saxton) Campbell Cory committed
British and Foreign Bible Society, £5,000 suicide in 1909. Only seven of their 16
to the Ashley Down Orphanage Houses children outlived them.
Bristol, £5,000 to the Glamorgan and
Monmouthshire Infirmary, Cardiff, and a Richard died in 1914 away from home at
further 21 bequests of £2,000 and seven of Wells Hotel in Llandrindod Wells
£1,000. Thus, he left £89,000 in this surrounded by his wife and family. His
manner and on the death of his eldest son 1910 will included bequests to charity and
Herbert Beynon, his portion was to revert in the 4 years before his death he added 12
to charitable uses which was estimated at codicils! In the eleventh he acknowledged
the time to increase the sum to £250,000, ie the services of his nephew Clifford Cory
£14,265,000 in 2009. He expressed a wish not only to myself but also to my late
that all his family donate at least one tenth brother John Cory to whom he always
of the income derived from their legacies showed the utmost loyalty self sacrifice and
for and towards religious and charitable devotion ……… as a token of my esteem
purposes. An unusual request, though, that and affection and my appreciation of his
the Doctor who shall be in attendance on staunch support of the Protestant Faith and
me at my death shall by some surgical his attitude in regard to Home Rule.
operation make certain of my death before
I am buried and in consideration of this On Richard’s death, Clifford took over as
service I bequeath to him a legacy of chairman of Cory Brothers Ltd. He had
appointed
High
Sheriff
of
twenty six pounds five shillings free of all been
Monmouthshire in 1905 and ‘The Shipping
death duties.
The Cory Society
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World’ published a long article including
the following:
Mr. Clifford John Cory is the son of this
millionaire (John) and philanthropist. He
has inherited the personal likeness, and
many of his splendid characteristics, and is
now considered by the best judges to be
among the ablest and most successful men
of business to be found in the coal trade of
the United Kingdom. As indications of the
strenuous business life of Messrs. Cory, it
may be stated that they owned the first iron
sailing ship, and, again, the first iron
steamer registered in Cardiff, and
introduced
the
now
famous
Glamorganshire coal for the first time to
many foreign ports, until now they are, as I
have intimated, the largest exporters of
coal in the world.
Mr. Clifford Cory was born in Cardiff in
the year 1859. He was chiefly educated
privately, and on the Continent. ……
Following his education, he travelled
throughout Europe. Upon returning home,
he adopted a business career, and entered
the London branch office of the firm, where
he spent nine years. He was only nineteen
years of age when it was found necessary
to send a masterful man to examine into the
mismanagement of one of the foreign coal
depots of Messrs. Cory. On arriving upon
the scene, and appreciating the situation,
this lad of nineteen dismissed the manager,
exported him home the next day, and set
the machinery of the depot in proper
working order preparatory for a new
manager. This was not an ordinary foreign
coaling depot, and the work and
responsibility devolving upon Mr. Clifford
at this time embraced the quarrying of
stone, the construction of buildings,
including cottages for the workmen,
residences and offices for the firm’s staff,
the erection of piers and repairing shops,
the fitting up of machinery for handling
coal, and supplying regular steamers and
vessels of the tramp class with “bunkers,”
The Cory Society

Sir Clifford Cory
V&A Images/Victoria and Albert Museum, London

water, provisions as well as making
provision for the repairs of trading ships
and the craft of the firm required for
carrying on a very large business. Mr.
Clifford showed great initiative and
“Cory” courage in extending the business,
establishing new foreign stations, and by
taking complete charge of the London
branch while he was still under the age of
twenty-five years.
This source revealed that in his schooldays,
Clifford won many trophies for athletics
including the best all-round athlete for two
years and he played in the first regular
football match that ever came off in South
Wales, the teams being captained by his
cousin, Mr (Saxton) Campbell Cory, and
by Mr. Gordon Lennox, of Pontypridd.
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In 1893 Clifford Cory married Miss Jane
Anne Gordon Lethbridge, sister of Lady
Carew, at St George’s, Hanover Square,
London.
In addition to the Wedding
Breakfast, arrangements had been made for
others to join in the celebrations: a banquet
for the staff of Cory Brothers Ltd at the
Park Hotel; firing of cannons in the
districts of Ton, Gelli, Pentre and
Bodringallt which were represented on the
County Council by Clifford plus Punch and
Judy shows and tea for the school children;
and at the Wesleyan church in Castleton,
about 300 people sat down to an excellent
spread. London staff were not forgotten –
a dinner was arranged for them in the
Holborn Restaurant.

hearthrug, with large steaming cans of
water for my ablutions. The Abbey, with its
numerous apartments for visitors, boasted
no bathrooms! The large staff seemed to
make nothing of carrying cans down the
endless corridors and stoking fires from
morning till night.
Only a few years before Clifford died at the
age of eighty, he decided suddenly to
inaugurate bathrooms and central heating.
He never did things by halves. Stately
marble bathrooms were arranged and
owing to the great thickness of the old
Abbey walls these alterations cost over
£3,000.

When war threatened in 1939, Clifford
A fairy tale wedding? It was not to last – it invited several cousins to his rural home
was soon followed by a legal separation.
for safety:
Two years later, Clifford Cory purchased
Llantarnam Abbey, north of Newport,
which stands on the site of a medieval
Cistercian Monastery. It was surrounded
by 2,000 acres of farmed land. A talented
equestrian, Clifford’s passion for polo led
to 12 acres turned into a polo field. One
wonders when he had time to relax!

Clifford, who never refused us anything,
had an extraordinary way of inspiring awe
in his dependants and ran the house in
spartan fashion. For instance, no visitor
was allowed even to put a lump of coal on
the fire, the bell had to be rung for the
butler to perform this simple office. Early
to bed was another fetish in which Clifford
expected us to collaborate; so we all
In her memoirs ‘Observations Casual and trooped upstairs soon after ten o’clock to
Intimate’ authoress Winifred Graham, the listen to the wireless in our bedrooms.
wife of Theodore Cory (son of Richard Occasionally we crept down again, made
Cory jnr), revealed life at Llantarnam:
up the waning fire and unknown to our host
broke the rigid rule of retirement.
He took us to some delightful Hunt Balls in
our younger days, when the lack of certain After three months, Theodore and Winifred
amenities in his big Abbey astonished me, Cory returned home to Hampton, near
especially on my first visit there as a bride. London, where they immersed themselves
The huge fire-places blazing on all sides in the war effort, especially the Red Cross.
camouflaged the lack of central heating
and were even sufficient to warm the lofty Expansion of Cory Brothers continued as
entrance hall with its Minstrel Gallery and Clifford rose to the challenge when fuel for
long church-like stained-glass windows. ships moved to oil. For cars, ‘Cory’s
We were given comfortable adjoining Motor Spirit’ was available at filling
bedrooms where fires also blazed. Then in stations. In 1923, a site on the Thames was
his home of luxury – came a surprise. My purchased to build an oil storage depot he
astonishment was great to see an old- named Coryton. Coryton was also the
fashioned round bath placed on the name of the residence of Sir (James)
The Cory Society
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Herbert Cory Bt of another prominent Cory
family in Cardiff headed by John Cory
(1822-1891) who arrived with his wife and
family in 1872 from Padstow in Cornwall.
His business ‘John Cory and Sons’ was
mainly in shipping. The similarity has
given rise to confusion especially with each
family
having
forenames
Herbert,
Campbell, John and Florence.
DNA
testing has shown that the two families –
originating with Richard Cory’s arrival in
1838 and John Cory’s in 1872 - are not
related, at least not through the Corys!

Clifford became a Baronet (1907), the MP
for St Ives, and a Commander of the Order
of Leopold. On Clifford’s death in 1941,
the company’s link with the Cory family
ended.

Sources:
The Cardiff and South Wales Weekly News
28 Jan 1893: Marriage of Mr Clifford Cory
12 Sep 1896: Temperance Movement in Cardiff
The Cardiff and South Wales Daily News
22 Jun 1906: Cardiff’s Great Philanthropist
The Visitation of the County of Devon in the year 1620, Harleian Society
The Shipping Times, Dec 1905
Observations Casual and Intimate by Winifred Graham published by Skeffington and Son Ltd (no
date)
Wakeford's Cardiff Directory 1855
The Times
4 Apr 1910: Wills and Bequests
18 Jan 1923: Oil bunkering on the Thames
Glamorgan Record Office:
Minute Books of Cory Brothers Ltd.
The wills of John Cory dated 01 Jan 1910 and Richard Cory dated 8 Jun 1910
St Nicholas A Historical Survey of a Glamorganshire Parish by Charles F Shepherd
www.screenonline.org.uk Energy (c 1934)
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/currency

This family and the band have featured in several of our newsletter articles.
(See Nos 13, 18, 29, 32, 36, 40, 41, 42)
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS
BIRTHS

Sean Emmanuel Burns born on 11th
January 2010 weighing 6lb. 8oz. son of Annie
Potton and Conor Burns and great grandson of
Sylvia and Doug Fry. Norfolk Corys Table A29

Viktor-James Thomsen Hassall born on 27
September, 2009. He is the son of John Cory
Hassall and his Danish wife Line (to rhyme with
Marina) Thomsen Hassall and the first grandson
of Mark Hassall. The family currently live in,
Aarhus, Denmark. Cornwall Corys, Langdon
Court, Devon, Table F5.
DEATH

Vera Daisy Burrell-Cory on 21st December
2009, aged 82 years, much loved wife of Arthur.
The funeral service was held on 11th January
2010 at St Faith’s Crematorium. There were
several floral tributes from the family but also
many donations made to the East Anglian Air
Ambulance in Vera’s name which came to
£487.00.
NEW MEMBER

you would be most welcome. And, if you
haven’t been on one of our annual events
before you would soon feel amongst friends.
Our event organisers, Marilyn Cory and
Brenda Miller, made a visit to Bristol, Cardiff
and Bath earlier this year to find places for us
to visit and enthusiastically reported back to
the committee. We are grateful to them both
for coming up with such an interesting
itinerary.
We will be joined this year by some members
of the American Cory Family Society. They
are very keen to join us in Bristol as one of
their main lines originated from there. Like us,
they will hold their AGM whilst in Bristol.
Our AGM will be at 5.00pm on Friday, when
as in previous years, we will hold a very brief
meeting and then get down to relaxing and
enjoying ourselves. Officers are elected at the
AGM and we also have a vacancy on the
committee at present. If you can spare a few
hours to help run our society please contact
the Hon. Secretary, Mrs Jean Hayes, 3,
Bourne Close, Thames Ditton, Surrey, KT7
0EA, not less than 3 days before the date of
the AGM.

Mrs Julia Tjeklavorian, Palm Beach,

Florida 33480, USA. Julia is the great
granddaughter of Sir (James) Herbert Cory of
Cardiff. Cornwall E2 PS/11.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS:

Nicholas Cory has moved to Browns Bay,

Dr Ray Gambell has written “An illustrated
history of Landbeach Church” which makes
reference to John Cory as Rector of
Landbeach (1688 – 1727).

Auckland 0630, New Zealand.
INSERT:

Booking form for the Bristol Area Break
We were unable to include the booking form
in the December issue owing to complications
in setting the date for this event but hopefully
most of you will have received information
about it already, either by e-mail or post.
There are still some places available if you
have not yet replied and would like to join us,
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:

General enquiries e-mail: cory@one-name.org

Officers: Chairman

Mark Hassall,

Hon. Secretary
and Contact for Links & Publicity

Jean Hayes,

Treasurer

Paul Holloway,

Ex Officio Archivist
and Devon/Cornwall/S.Wales Co-ordinator

Ida Birch,

Editor, Webmaster, DNA Co-ordinator
and Deputy Norfolk Co-ordinator

Margaret Goffin,

Others:-

Rosemary Holloway,

Honorary Founder Archivist

Michael R. Cory,

Kent Co-ordinator and Publications

William Cory,

Northants Co-ordinator

Marilyn Cory,

Australian Co-ordinator

Pam Cory,

Membership Secretary

Rosemary Gitsham.

The Cory Society does not agree necessarily with the statements and opinions in this publication

