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When John Cory of Brisbane 
contacted the Cory Society to 
see if we could give him any 
more information on his great, 
great grandparents, Aaron and 
Phoebe Cory, (pictured left) I 
was able to tell him that we 
could  take him right back to 
Moses! Unfortunately, that 
actually would only be another 
generation back.  
 
Aaron, (1799-1886) son of 
Moses was one of seven 
children who were all born at 
Lingwood in Norfolk. We know 
Moses Cory married Mary 
Kerrison at nearby Burlingham 
St Andrew, Norfolk, in 1790. 
Most of the family remained in 
Norfolk, although Aaron’s son 
George married in Norwich in 
1863 and later went to live in 
Mile End, Stepney.  George and 
his wife, Ellen, had eight 
children. Arthur Albert, John’s 
grandfather, was born in 1883 
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and was the second 
youngest in the family. 
He married in 1905 and 
had four children and 
another on the way (from 
whom John descends) 
when war was declared. 
Arthur Albert was one of 
the lucky ones who came 
home again and two 
more children were 
added to the family.  
 
John has Arthur Albert’s 
WW1 medals and he 
says that all but one of 
Arthur Albert’s children 
were in the forces in 
WW2. John, who was 
born in 1938, spent five years in the 
Merchant Navy and two years in the 
Army. He came to England in April 2008 
and whilst here, looked at some old 
cottages remaining in Trolley Row, 
Poringland where Aaron and Phebe Cory 
lived in 1851 and 1861.  
 
What of Moses? Despite numerous 
searches in surrounding parishes, his 
baptism has eluded me. However, since 
hearing from John, and resuming the 
search, I have been able to add another 98 
individuals to the Cory archives! And I did 
find a few other baptisms for Moses born 
into this Cory family. Moses and Mary 
Kerrison named their first born son, 
Moses, in 1792, who begot a son, Moses, 
in 1836, who begot a son, Moses, in 1862. 
Sadly, this child who was born at Caister 
St Edmunds, died in infancy and the name 
of Moses in the family died out too. 
 

(See Postscript on page 6) 

 
 

  
 

Photographs supplied by John Cory 
 of Brisbane 

Arthur Albert Cory 

George Cory (second left, centre row) with Arthur Albert (front left). 

  



Richard Alexander Seymour Cory, OBE, FRCS, LRCP 
Margaret Goffin 
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During the summer, I had an enquiry from 
Rudy Okker about his father-in-law, 
Richard Alexander Seymour Cory who was 
born on 23 December 1903 in Ocho Rios, 
Jamaica. Richard was the son of Francis 
Aymer Cory and Annie Allen Seymour, 
who married in 1902 at Kingston, Jamaica.  
This email contact with Rudy and his wife 
Sally allowed both sides to exchange 
information. Although the society and 
Rudy both had quite extensive trees for the 
family, each had some details missing; 
Rudy had information on the Jamaican side 
and was able to fill in the missing pieces 
for us and the Cory Society filled in gaps in 
his tree. 
 
Francis Aymer Cory was born in 
Kensington in 1876 and came from the 
well-known Great Yarmouth branch, 
(Norfolk Corys Table A16 NS). He was the 
son of Alexander Turner Cory (1814-97) 
and Mary Hampshire (1835-87) and the 
grandson of Robert Cory (1776-1840) and 
Ann Preston (1777-1841). This family 
frequently comes to our attention and has 
featured in our newsletter several times, 
probably because the family was wealthy 
and there were 13 children who more often 
as not became influential in their chosen 
field.  
 
Francis Aymer Cory was a horticulturist, 
plantation manager, and founder of the 
JBGA-Jamaica Banana Producers’ 
Association. He had two sons, Richard, the 
eldest, who went into the field of medicine 
and Francis Hubert Maxwell Cory, known 
as Max who was born in 1905. The first 
Cornwallian to receive a Jamaica 
Scholarship to Cornwall College was F. H. 
M. Cory in 1924. The value of the Jamaica 
Scholarship at that time was 750 pounds 

sterling - and the pound was valued at $5 
US. Max was a chemical engineer, and 
became chief brewer for Watney’s 
Brewery. 
 
Richard taught at Cornwall College in 
order to earn the money to go abroad and 
study medicine.  Eventually he saved 
enough and went to Bristol University 
where he won the prize for surgery in 
1926. He returned to Jamaica in 1928 
where he was attached to the Chest Clinic. 
Tuberculosis was the major cause of death 
in Jamaica at this time; 90 out of every 100 
patients died. It was known as ‘galloping 
consumption’ for 90 per cent of those 
afflicted died in less than 12 months. 
People were so afraid of catching the 
disease that to admit it, was social suicide. 
He set about devising equipment and 

Alexander Turner Cory  
taken in about 1895 
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facilities so that this service could be 
available to any patient on the island.  
 
He joined the Rockefeller Foundation’s 
Tuberculosis Dispensary in November 
1931. Also in that year, Richard married 
Agnes Mary (Polly) St. Aubyn with whom 
he had a daughter, Lamoir Ann, in 1933, 
but in 1937 Polly fell in love with the 
visiting artist, Augustus John, and left the 
island with him. Ann stayed with her 
father in Jamaica, until at the age of 
seventeen she left to study nursing at 
Bristol Royal Infirmary. 
 
In 1934 the Rockefeller Foundation 

awarded Richard Alexander Seymour 
Cory a Fellowship to study advanced 
methods of chest surgery enabling him in 
1935 to leave for a one-year course at 
chest centres in Boston and Philadelphia. 
He returned in 1936 to continue operating 
at the Kingston Public Hospital but such 
was the spread of TB that more beds were 
needed. Dr Richard Cory was enormously 
successful and respected, so much so that a 
public subscription was started towards 
building the King George V Jubilee 
Memorial Sanatorium for him in 1940 
(later re-named the National Chest 
Hospital).  
  

19 September 1942  
In the group, from the left: Groom’s mother, Annie Cory (née Seymour); Richard Cory; bride’s 
father, John Malcom MacGregor; Margaret Gordon Cory; bride’s mother, Lucy Kathleen 
MacGregor; groom’s grandfather, Francis Aymer Cory; the best man Dr William Brandey; 
and the bride’s sister, Nancy MacGregor Allen. 
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Richard’s second marriage was on 19 
September 1942 in Mandeville, Jamaica, to 
Margaret Gordon MacGregor, born 13 
November 1918 in Mandeville, with whom 
he had another daughter, Sally Josephine 
Cory, born in Kingston, Jamaica on 1 July 
1945.  
 
Dr Richard Cory was awarded the OBE in 
1953 for his work as a "Pioneer of Chest 
Surgery in the West Indies" and  by 1960 
the numbers of patients recovering from TB 
had risen to 83 out of every 100. Such was 
the respect and admiration for Dr Richard 
Cory that when in January 1960 there was a 
farewell gathering at the hospital to pay 
public tribute to him on his retirement from 
the Jamaican Government, it was packed 
with people from every section of Jamaican 
Society.  
 
The Jamaican Governor, Sir Kenneth 
Blackburne, unveiled an oil portrait by 
Albert Huie of Dr Cory “.... in memory of a 
fine doctor, a great humanitarian and a 
wonderful man.” The whole hospital board 
and medical directorate attended. Patient 
after patient asked to be allowed to speak to 
express their gratitude and make a 
presentation until the platform was 
overflowing. Nurses, orderlies and porters 
also rose to acclaim him. It was during this 
year that he was awarded the very great 
honour of an FRCS; there are only twenty 
FRCS granted to very deserving individuals 
for outstanding service, meaning that 
someone has to die before another FRCS 
can be awarded as the title is normally 
studied for. 
  
During his last two years in Jamaica he used 
to fly up to Nassau in the Bahamas where 
TB was rampant. He would stay for two 
weeks at a time to operate on patients and 
then leave them to recuperate in the hands 
of a local doctor. He was not satisfied with 
this and so when the Bahamian Government 
said that they would build him his own “TB 

wing” attached to the Princess Margaret 
Hospital in Nassau, he jumped at the 
opportunity.   
 
On retiring from his post in Jamaica, he left 
for England with Margaret to visit his 
brother Max and his first daughter Ann and 
her husband, Dr Jeremy Shaw. Then after 
three months he left in June for the 
Bahamas, where on a three-year contract he 
managed the 350-bed chest wing of the 
Princess Margaret Hospital in Nassau. The 
government provided a house for him in the 
hospital compound and he could be at a 
patient’s bedside in less than five minutes. 
Sally, who had been at boarding school, 
joined them at Nassau that summer.  
 
Sally said that from a professional point of 
view her father loved being in a major 
hospital where trained administrators 
handled administrative tasks and he could 

 

Richard Alexander Seymour Cory 
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 concentrate on medicine. His contract was 
renewed for another three years but at the 
end of this second contract he had a heart 
attack, followed by another, and made the 
decision to move to a more temperate 
climate than the heat and humidity of 
Nassau. He retired from the Bahamian 
Government in 1967.  
 
Whilst visiting friends in the Isle of Man, 
Richard and Margaret fell in love with the 
island, and in February 1968 they left the 
Bahamas and settled in Ballasalla where 
his daughter, Sally, married Rudy Okker 
that same year. Richard Alexander 
Seymour Cory died on 26 September 1983 
in Ballasalla, where his wife Margaret also 
died on 2 August 1993. Sally and Rudy 
now live in Canada, and they have two 
daughters, Georgina and Johanna and three 
grandchildren. Sally’s half sister, Ann, 
who died in 2008, has four surviving 
children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sources: 
 
Spotlight Magazine Feb 1960; Ascent to Mona: 
A Short History of Jamaica by John S Golding. 
http://www.cornwallcollege80sreunion.com/
aboutdet.asp?ID=2 
 
Dr Richard Cory’s autobiography is in the 
archives at Spanish Town, Jamaica.  
 
 
Photographs supplied by Sally Okker  
  

 
  

(Postscript for Descended from Moses) 
 
In saying that this family tree goes back to 
Moses, I was reminded of something which 
the late David Bedford-Groom wrote in an 
article entitled, Over Fifty Y ears of Family 
Tree Hunting (or Digging up Ancestors) 
featured in Newsletter No 34. David wrote: 
 
I was a member of the Society of 
Genealogists and did a fair bit of lecturing 
and I  
well remember going to Woldingham, a 
very wealthy village, and having given my 
talk and answered questions, one lady said, 
“Oh Mr Bedford-Groom, it all sounds 

dreadfully hard work. My husband paid a 
genealogist fifty guineas and he got us back 
to the Conqueror.”  
 
“Madam” I replied “if you had paid him 
one hundred guineas he would probably 
have got you back to Adam.” They all fell 
about laughing and I didn’t think that the 
joke was that funny, so I repeated it. Then 
someone pointed to the lady and explained, 
“She’s Mrs Adams.”  
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The national Cory Family Society joined 
up this year with the Western 
Pennsylvania Area Cory Reunion to 
celebrate their 100th anniversary. We met 
up on Friday afternoon in a room reserved 
for us in the Holiday Inn Beaver Falls near 
the Ohio border.  It was great to see folks 
that we hadn’t seen since the meeting in 
Salem, Massachusetts, seventeen years 
ago. Mark Hester, Marge Chilson and her 
sister Ruth, Dorothy and Charles Rout, the 
years melted away as we renewed old 
acquaintances. Also there was Galen 
Moore, Fred and Bernice Corey and his 
brother Clayton and Marilyn, who we met 

at the Harpole meeting 5 years 
ago.  Clayton was recovering from a bad 
accident on his farm in which he lost an 
eye, we all wish him well for the future. 
After the initial get-together we went for a 
meal in the evening to the town of Little 
Beaver and the food was excellent, and the 
company too of course. 
  
Saturday was thankfully a sunny day, (we 
had been having thunderstorms), and 28 of 
us met up at 10.00am in Darlington for a 
tour of the Little Beaver Historical Society 
beginning at the Greersburg Academy 
which was the oldest building in Beaver 

100th Anniversary of the Western Pennsylvania Area Cory Reunion, 
30th July to 2nd August 2009. 

Marilyn Cory 

Western Pennsylvania Area 100th Cory Reunion Attendees 
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County dated 1802. It had been a prep 
school for men entering the ministry and 
later became a classical academy. John 
Brown, the abolitionist who led the raid on 
Harpers Ferry before the Civil War, 
attended the school. 
  
The very first exhibit was a quilt which 
looked very normal at first appearances, 
but which was put together in such a way 
as to be a coded message in the 
“Underground Railroad“. I had not heard 
of this before and was most 
interested.   The quilts were hung out on a 
fence or cabin door, left to ‘air out’ while 
communicating a specific action or step in 
a journey. It is described as one of the 
most dramatic chapters in America’s 
history, an account of how countless 
slaves made their way out of 
bondage. There is a story about a slave 
owner chasing a runaway and he swore the 
man vanished as if he had stepped on some 

kind of ‘underground railroad’.  
 
The idea of an underground railroad taking 
people north to freedom was used to 
describe the network of abolitionists and 
safe houses that helped slaves escape to 
Ohio because of its long border with the 
slave states and its nearness to 
Canada.  Safe houses along the way were 
known as ‘stations’, those who guided the 
escapees were called “conductors” and the 
runaways themselves were called 
“passengers”.  
  
Harriet Tubman was one of the best-
known conductors on the railroad, after 
she made her escape from slavery, she 
returned to the South a total of 19 times to 
bring over 300  
 
fugitives to freedom and she never lost a 
single passenger. Reaching a ‘station’ in 
the north meant food, clothing and a place 

The Greate Book in its wooden casket made by James Enos Corey from the wood of trees from 
various Cory farms: C  from the Cedar; O from Oak; R  from Rosewood; Y  from Yew. 
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to hide when capture was imminent. In 
some cases, the Railroad took them all the 
way to Canada  and estimates are that as 
many as 100,000 people escaped slavery 
between the American Revolution and the 
Civil War. 
  
The Native American room was upstairs 
where a large selection of arrowheads was 
displayed.  We took a photo of a rifle in a 
display case because the rifle was made by 
gunsmith John Cory between 1800 and 
1845.  He was born in New Jersey in 1778 
and died near Darlington, Beaver Co PA in 
1845.  There were finds from Fort 
McIntosh (1778-1788) of Colonial 
Redware pottery, miscellaneous metals 
from forge sites; fireplace hooks, coins, 
keys and grapeshot. Cannon would be 
loaded with 30/40 shots at a time. 
  
Some of the glassware displayed was from 
the Flint Glass Co who developed the first 
glass ovenware dishes; they had a lovely 
opalescence to them.  Another item I 

found interesting was a toy made by the 
Sand Toy Co called Sandy Andy, 
‘invented to entertain and occupy the time 
of children’, it had a 2ft high spiralling 
metal mast which was anchored on a solid 
surface, a metal figure of a man would 
spiral to the bottom. 
  
The next stop was the McCarl Industrial 
Agricultural Museum, housing a number 
of impressive machines from the Golden 
Age of Industry, both steam and fuel 
driven. Amongst the working exhibits 
were a water pump, traction engine, and a 
horsepower dairy cream separator.  Jay 
Leno, a well-known chat show host, 
donated $5,000 to get the collection going. 
 
We then moved on to the Log Cabin, 
which came from Frederickstown, Ohio, 
originally built around 1815. We spent 
some time looking at the herb garden, 
chatting to the ladies wearing the 
traditional dress of that time, before going 
inside and seeing the artefacts on display 
and learning more about the way people 
lived in that period. 
  
The main event of the weekend was the 
ceremony to dedicate the passing over of 
the ‘Greate Book’ that has been in the 
family for 400 years and originally came 
over from the UK with John Cory born 
1611. After a short prayer from Marge 
Chilson, it was given for safekeeping of 
the Little Beaver Historical Society, to the 
president, Alan Ferguson. Those handing 
it over were Chuck Cory, Jeffrey and 
Leslie Vickroy. 
  
The ‘Greate Book’ called the Seven 
Treatises, is a religious study book, not a 
bible, and it was given to John by his 
mother.  It was written around 1604 by 
Rev Richard Rogers (1550-1618) who for 
many years was a minister in Wetherfield, 
Essex. Rev Rogers felt that there should be 
a complete break from the Church of 
England, which didn’t alter much from the 

The Greate Book 



The Cory Society      December 2009  Newsletter No 50 Page 10 

 original Catholic ways, so Rev Rogers 
wrote the book with this in mind. It is the 
fourth edition and very rare. It is now kept 
in a wooden cabinet made by James Enos 
Corey in 1907; the wood came from the 
farms of previous Cory owners of the book.  
  
The book was given by the descendants of 
Elnathan Cory (1759-1838) and his wife 
Sarah Walker Cory. Elnathan Cory was 
born in Essex Co, New Jersey and migrated 
to Westmoreland Co, Pennsylvania (PA) 
around 1783, and then moved on to Beaver 
Co PA with his family of seven sons and 
one daughter. He was the 6th generation of 
Corys in America. When the book was 
handed down to John by his mother, no one 
at the time thought to say where the family 
originated from and the search is still 
ongoing. John died in 1684/5 in Southold, 
Long Island, and his son John was born in 
1639. After the ceremony and lunch 
together, the afternoon was free so several 
of us went off to see a steam/tractor fair.  

  
In the evening the Western PA's 
anniversary celebration was held at the East 
Palestine Community Centre in East 
Palestine Park, OH, where Marge Chilson 
(a youthful 86 year old and a very active 
member of the Cory reunions over the 
years), had made the arrangements for our 
buffet dinner of baked chicken, roast beef 
and other lovely food. Leslie Vickroy 
baked a cake especially for the event which 
was their 100th reunion'. After the very 
good meal the national Cory Family 
Society had their annual meeting, which 
was called to order by the ringing of “The 
Cory Bell”.  
 
The Cory Bell was bought by Elnathan 
Cory in the second year of the 
Revolutionary War, in which he served for 
seven years. He and his neighbour were 
going home from a battle when they heard 
this bell, they decided to follow the sound 
until they found it, and although they 
thought several times of turning back they 
pressed on and were at last rewarded by 
finding a large ox lying down chewing his 

Chuck Cory with the Cory Bell 

Richard Rogers (1551–1618) 
Church of England clergyman and author 
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cud. They asked the nearby farmer if he 
would sell the bell, he agreed and said he 
would take a dollar for each mile they 
travelled, but they did not know how many 
miles that had been.  The farmer said that if 
they had come from the battlefield it was 4 
miles away, so they could have the bell for 
4 dollars.  
 
It has now been in the family for six 
generations and can only go to those named 
Cory or Cory Elnathan. Cory descendant, 
Ancel Cory St John, donated the bell to the 
Western PA Cory Reunion Association in 
1957.  It is in the care of the current 
President, James Lisica of Prospect, PA. 
  
On Sunday morning we met up at the 
Holiday Inn Beaver Falls for the national 
Cory Family Society’s annual meeting and 
some of the Western PA joined in with us 
for lunch.  I gave a brief talk about our 
society and showed them our new 
newsletter layout and they were very 
impressed with it. They enquired about our 
Honorary Founder Archivist, Michael Cory, 
who has now moved with his wife Frances 
into accommodation where help is on hand 
if needed. Although, now not so active in 
the Cory Society, Michael is still available 
to advise on Cory pedigrees. I also 
mentioned our lovely weekend in Norfolk 
recently, which Galen Moore had been 
hoping to attend, but could not due to bad 
health at the time. I brought up the 
discussion as to whether having two 
companies for our DNA was viable, as 
individual companies have a different way 
of putting their findings, therefore could the 
matches be made as readily. 
  
Next year, 2010, they are hoping to visit 
England again, this time to visit the Bristol, 
South Wales area. After discussion of the 
email from Brenda Miller suggesting a two-
week trip, it was decided to keep the 
meetings to a few days as normal.  Possibly 
an extra couple of days could be put in for 
those especially wanting to go to the 

Norwich/Norfolk area, as an ‘extra’ to the 
main event.  The date will be arranged with 
Earl and Fred and organizers in England in 
the near future. 

  
 

Photographs supplied by Marilyn Cory 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

The line engraving of Richard Rogers, dated 
1650 by an unknown artist,  measures 5¼ 
in. x 4 1/8 in. (132 mm x 105 mm) and was 
given by Mary Elizabeth Stopford  (the 
daughter of compiler William Fleming MD) 
in 1931 to the National Portrait Gallery. It 
is reproduced here with their kind 
permission. See http://www.npg.org.uk 

Other Cory photographic portraits in their 
collection are:- 
* Robert Francis Preston Cory (1885-
1961)Surgeon Rear-Admiral, son of the Ven 
Charles Page Cory; 
Lady Gertrude Cory Wife of Sir (Herbert 
George) Donald Cory, 2nd Bt and their 
young daughters Diana Ethel Muriel Donald 
Cory (1918-) who married Andrew Lyell; 
Lady Valerie Donald Cory (1905-2001) 
who married Sir Irving Blanchard Gane;  
Bob Cory, Performer dated 1919 
*Sir George Norton Cory (1874-1968) 
Lieutenant-General  
*(not currently available on the website) 
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 I do so enjoy hearing from anybody 
with the slightest connection to a 
Cory especially if it entails a bit of 
research to see where that person fits 
in amongst the Norfolk Corys already 
on file. In September I had an enquiry 
forwarded to me by Jean Hayes, who 
as Hon Sec is the first point of call for 
any enquiries.  The contact was from 
Martin Lewis of New Zealand who 
had drawn up a pedigree back to 
Robert Corie who died at Bramerton 
in 1444, and you can’t get any further 
back in Norfolk than that! I was 
impressed and rather envious as I can 
only trace my Corys back to the 
1790s. 
 
Martin had created a family tree and 
the Cory connection was through his 
wife Georgina’s grandmother, 
Hannah Elizabeth (Cissy) Cory, who 
married Douglas Robinson in 1917. 
Hannah was born in 1897 at Marske 
by the Sea, Yorkshire. Her father, 
Robert William Cory, was born in 
1873 in Norfolk.  
 
Unfortunately it was at this point that 
Martin went astray. He had found a 
Robert Cory born in the same year but 
it was the wrong Robert. I regretfully 
told him this and e-mailed him the 
correct line to study. Naturally he was 
rather disappointed but after some 
time spent checking the information 
that I sent him, he eventually agreed 
that I was right.  
 
Later, in studying the website that 

Martin had used for his research, I 
could see how little information he 
had had to go on, whilst I had my own 
ten years worth of parish record 
searches and the entire Cory Archives 
to consult. I also had the benefit of 
being able to access all the UK census 
documents since taking out a 
subscription to Find My Past. I find 
the FreeBMD website very useful for 
cross-reference with these. I should 
add here that although the FreeBMD 
website has proved extremely useful 
to me, the only way to ensure you 
have the right person is to send for 
certificates, which is what I do for my 
own family. Costly it’s true, but you 
get more than a name and date from 
certificates. 
 
Certificates would have shown that 
Robert William Cory (born 1873, 
Wisbech District) was the illegitimate 
son of Sarah Cory.  Born in 1857 at 
Westacre, she was the daughter of 
John Cory and Charlotte née 
Williamson. John, born in 1826 at Gt 
Dunham (Norfolk Corys, Table A3 
NQ) was the son of Robert Cory 
(1762-1830) and Mary White (1778-
1864). From here, using the pedigree 
tables in the Norfolk Corys I was 
soon able to take Martin’s tree back to 
where he wanted to be, Robert Corie 
of Bramerton, just by a different 
route. The society has been asked 
why we don’t put our Cory trees onto 
our website. The answer is, we would 
miss hearing from people like Martin 
and risk being unable to correct trees 

The Great Dunham Branch  
Norfolk Co-ordinator’s Report  
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if published with a fault. 
 
Further research on this family, 
together with Martin’s information, 
has increased this Gt Dunham table by 
62 individuals.  This enquiry led me 
to look for census documents for 
those born in Heacham and to find 
more Cory descendants for the 
Heacham Branch (Norfolk Corys 
Table A1 NP). The earliest Corys here 
descend from James Cory (1757-
1841) and Ann Bobbins. Ann was 
born in Heacham in 1766. James Cory 
of Heacham and Robert Cory of Gt 
Dunham were brothers, the sons of 
John Cory of Heigham, Norfolk and 
Mary England. I was surprised to find 
from census records that some of 
these Heacham Corys ended up in 
Hardingstone and Far Cotton in 
Northamptonshire during the 1870s 
but although there is a Norfolk-
Northants connection proven by 
DNA, this wasn’t it.  
 
I joined the Norfolk Family History 
Society this summer, which resulted 
in some new leads.  I was proudly 
shown that they held a box file in the 
name of Cory, and looking through 
found some Cory Newsletters edited 
by me, and a copy of The Norfolk 
Corys! A computer search of their 
parish records yielded some new 
people, and parishes not previously 
searched, yet these led to no other 
entries or new families, but the people 
are friendly and the parking is free so 
I will go again to browse another 
time. 
 
I have reached the stage were I find 

myself rechecking parish records for 
missing Corys and finding when I 
return home that I have discovered 
nothing new! Frustrating when 
precious free time for research is 
wasted. (Whatever did I do before 
grandchildren?) I have now created 
another document from my past 
research that contains a list of Corys 
and the parishes where they have been 
found which I will take with me in 
future! This totals 32 landscape pages 
of 1189 Corys in 127 parishes.  I 
thought that I had nowhere else to 
look, until I discovered in the parish 
list of my White’s Gazetteer that there 
are amazingly over 825 Norfolk 
parishes! I don’t know whether to 
cheer or groan………… 
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It is some time since I wrote to all the 
membership – apart from writing the 
Annual General Meeting minutes that 
is! I should like to thank all of you for 
keeping up your membership of our 
society, especially through this 
recession.  Please renew in January so 
that Rosemary Gitsham, our 
Membership Secretary, can use her 
time sensibly.   
 
We are just ending a most exciting 
year, the highlight of which was our 
trip to Norfolk.  I hope those who could 
not join us were able to enjoy it through 
the account I did for the last newsletter.   
Also of great interest were the 1911 
Census family sheets.  I managed to 
copy some cheaply at The National 
Archives at Kew, which is quite near 
my home.  This is the first census 
where we have been able to see a copy 
of the actual sheet our ancestors, 
grandparents in my case, filled in and 
signed.  It also tells us how many 
children were born to that marriage and 
how many survived. The census has 
now gone onto the subscription site on 
the Internet – Find my past.  This can 
be viewed free at several libraries if 
you are not a subscriber to the site.  
Have you done yours? 
 
Next year will see another enjoyable 
trip, this time to the Bristol area with 
some of the American ‘Cory Family 
Society’ as they have chosen to hold 
their annual reunion in the UK. I first 
met the Americans in 1995 at 
Launceston, when I had just started my 
research. Also, I am sure we shall 

answer some fascinating enquiries in 
our mailbags – mostly email on the 
Internet these days.  Each year brings 
additions to our knowledge.  We are 
also desperately seeking Cory males for 
the DNA testing.  This will continue 
the linkage of our lines where paper 
records are non-existent.  I have had 
only one example tested of my 
‘Pyworthy Corys’ as so many branches 
ended in females, like myself!  It is a 
simple test of a tiny bit of chromosome, 
which carries no risk but links males to 
their ancestors. 
 
All the above would not happen if we 
did not have our dedicated committee.  
I should like to thank them for their 
continuing commitment and such a 
high standard of work.  We all struggle 
to fit this into busy lives.  We all have 
to prioritise and give time to our living 
families rather than our ancestors.  But, 
somehow the work is always done.  I 
will take this opportunity to ask – 
would you like to join us?  At present 
we have one vacancy and we can also 
co-opt onto the committee.  
 
I wish you all a happy Christmas and a 
healthy and happy New Year. 
 

Jean Hayes,  
16th November 2009.  

 
 

 

 

 

Greetings from the Hon. Sec. 



The Cory Society      December 2009  Newsletter No 50 Page 15 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

NEW MEMBERS: 

Two new members from the USA were 
recruited by Colin Cory while he was there 
earlier this year. They are most warmly 
welcomed to join us. They are both 
descended from John 1 at Southold: 

Linda Anderson, 
804 Bauman Avenue, Baden Pa 15005, 
USA 

And also 

Mrs H Marjorie Chilson,  
East Palenstine, OH H4413, USA 
Marjorie’s mother was Florence Irene 
Corey, born 5 May 1902 at Enon Valley 
Pa. and married June 1922 at Darlington, 
Pa. Florence was buried 7 Sep 1948 at 
Little Beaver Cem, Lawrence Co, Pa. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 

Fred & Bernice Corey, 
Pinetop, AZ85935, USA. 

Jenny M Dennis, 
Tavistock, Devon PL19 9AL  

Robert Clifford Cory who recently 
renewed his membership sent in details of 
the newest additions to his family and these 
have been added to the family pedigree.  
Robert wrote that he has his great 
grandfather, George Walter B Cory’s Bible 
dated 1856.   

George Walter B Cory (1834-1915) 
descends from Robert & Ester Cory (née 
Riches) who are also the ancesters of Sally 
Okker whose father, Richard Alexander 
Seymour Cory’s story is on pages 3-6.  

INSERT:  
 
Membership Renewal Form for 2010 

Did you notice that this issue is the 50th 
issue of the Cory Newsletter? Our aim 
is to bring you news of Cory descendants, 
past and present, and from all areas and 
walks of life. A contribution to the 
newsletter from any member is most 
welcome, so don’t be shy! Several of our 
past articles have been created from 
people who started off by saying “Nobody 
would be interested in my story/family.”  

Yes we would! We’ll gladly write it up 
for you if you wish. The published article 
would make a nice keepsake for your 
family too. 

 
Copyright of this publication remains 
with contributors and the editor, and 
should not be reproduced without  

consulting first, this includes pictures. 



 
 

Officers: - 
 
Chairman Mark Hassall,  
  
Hon. Secretary  
and Contact for Links & Publicity Jean Hayes,  
 
Treasurer  Paul Holloway,  
  
Ex Officio Archivist  
and Devon/Cornwall/S.Wales Co-ordinator  Ida Birch,  
  
 
Editor, Webmaster, DNA Co-ordinator  
and Deputy Norfolk Co-ordinator  Margaret Goffin,  
  
  
Others:-  Rosemary Holloway,  
  
  
Honorary Founder Archivist Michael R. Cory,  
  
  
Kent Co-ordinator and Publications William Cory,  
  
  
Northants Co-ordinator  Marilyn Cory,  
  
  
Australian Co-ordinator Pam Cory,  
  
 
Membership Secretary  Rosemary Gitsham. 

 

The Cory Society does not agree necessarily with the statements and opinions in this publication 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: General enquiries e-mail: cory@one-name.org  


