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Miller, Margaret Goffin, Paul Holloway, Anne Bedford Groom, and Kingsley Goffin, at 
Thomas Coram’s statue, The Foundling Museum, 40 Brunswick Square, WC1N 1AZ. 
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People who came: Anne Bedford 
Groom, Ida & Peter Birch, Bill Cory, 
Marilyn Cory & Brenda Miller, 
Rosemary Gitsham [but not staying to 
AGM], Margaret & Kingsley Goffin, 
Mark Hassall, Jean Hayes, Paul & 
Rosemary Holloway, [13]. We received 
apologies from two - Michael R Cory 
who was in hospital and whose ill health 
now prevents him from joining us on 
events and meetings.  Also Pam Cory, in 
Australia, is unable to travel to our 
events but she keeps in touch by email.  
 
Were you there? I realise several of our 
members are not well enough to travel 
long distances.  That is why we rotate 
our events so as to bring them nearer to 
you, but it is only the few, mainly the 
committee, who attend our gatherings. I 

would welcome any correspondence 
telling me why this is, for we would like 
to see more of you. However, I do thank 
you for reading this and for continuing 
your membership as we really depend 
on your subscriptions.   
 
Unfortunately we were not allowed to 
take flash photographs and have to abide 
by copyright rules, so the exceptional 
things we saw are mostly only in our 
memories. 
 
 
The Lindley Library, Royal 
Horticultural Society’s Headquarters, 
80 Vincent Square, Victoria, London. 
 
This visit was scheduled for the 
afternoon so as to allow people to travel 

Event and AGM 2008 – Friday 13th June - London 
Jean Hayes 

Left to right: Rosemary Holloway, Anne Bedford-Groom, Rosemary Gitsham and librarian 
Elizabeth Cooper of the Lindley Library. 
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on the Friday morning. We arrived at 2.15 
p.m. to be prompt for a 2.30 start.  The 
building in Vincent Square is suitably 
impressive with a large horticultural hall 
tacked on behind.  Four people welcomed 
us to a well-prepared tour and talks.  
 
Firstly, Elizabeth Cooper [librarian] told us 
that the RHS started in 1804, and the 
collection of books in 1806.  Finances were 
bad during the fifties so in 1859 all the 
books had to be sold off to raise money.  
However, amid his passion for collecting, 
Reginald Cory was able to buy back some. 
As reported in last August’s Cory Society 
Newsletter, Reginald Cory’s main bequest 
was to Cambridge University and his 
legacy still funds a third of running costs at 
the Botanical Gardens.  We also saw some 
of his valuable Chinese Porcelain Bequest 
at the Fitzwilliam Museum during that visit.  

The librarian here told us ‘The Cory 
Bequest was the most important single 
donation the Lindley Library has ever 
received.’ 

 
Then we went downstairs to see librarian 
Christopher Ashill’s selection of large 
botanical books. These were laid upon 
cushions and foam book-rests. Most of the 
books were at least 20 inches by about 24 
inches.  What a mercy these were saved and 
not cut up for picture framing! There had 
been some damage over time or due to 
damp storage in the life of these books.  As 
money allows, preservation work will be 
done. The books are now normally stored 
in a special air and moisture controlled 
room.  However, to an untrained eye, the 
marvel was how good the illustrations 
looked.  Some were printed and others were 
original watercolour plates.  The foremost 

Left to right: Brenda Miller, Ida Birch, Rosemary Gitsham, Mark Hassall, Peter Birch and 
librarian Christopher Ashill 
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botanical painters and botanists of the day 
made these books.  And although we only 
saw one book of each sort, there were 
often several of the series in the collection. 
Some were on vellum and others on the 
finest papers. Reginald had handwritten 
inside some covers where he acquired the 
book and how much he paid.  Some were 
about £35, probably worth thousands now. 
If I could take away just one book it would 
be a whole book devoted to varieties of 
plums [No.5].  The artist was told to show 
the backs of leaves as well, and in a 
natural looking curled leaf or two you 
could see every vein and which was 
obviously the upper or lower surface.  A 
fruit was shown opened to see the ‘stone’ 
and flesh. The colours were marvellous, 
particularly in the yeast bloom on the 
fruits .   
 

These are the books we saw; 
1) Hortus nitidissimis by Christoph 
Jakob Trew (1695-1769). 3 volumes 
produced between 1750s and 1780s.   
2) Pierre Joseph Redoute (1759-
1840). Les Liliacees [1802-1816]. 8 folio 
volumes.  
3) Plantae asiaticae rariores [1829-32] 
by Nathaniel Wallich (1786-1854).   3 
volumes. 
4) Francois Pierre Chaumeton's (1775
-1819) Flore medicale [1814-1820].  
Paintings by Jean Pierre Francois Turpin 
(1775-1840). 
5) Traite des arbres fruitiers [1807-
1835] by Henri Louis Duhamel (1700-
1782).  The new edition has illustrations 
by Turpin. 
6) Etienne Michel's Traite du 
citronnier [1816].   
7) Gardens of England [1856-57] by 

These are just two of the many beautiful illustrations that we saw at the Lindley Library. 
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E. Adveno Brooke (fl. 1850s).   
8) Herbarium ambionense by Georg 
Eberhard Rumphius (1628-1702).   
9) Dawson Turner (1775-1858) 
Muscologiæ Hibernicæ spicilegium 
[1804].  RBR shelf 25.  This used to 
belong to William Jackson Hooker - there 
is a letter from Hooker in the front.  
Hooker's drawings on mosses appear down 
the side of the pages. 
10)  Jacquin, Nicolaus Joseph (1727-
1817) Selectarum stirpium Americanarum.   
In 1780 Jacquin issued this deluxe version 
of his book, in which the plates, instead of 
being printed, were all watercolours.  Only 
12 copies of this edition were ever printed. 
11)  Kerner, Johann Simon (1755-
1830) Hortus sempervirens [1796-1808].   
12)  Sibthorp, John (1758-1796).  Flora 
Graeca [1806-1840].  10 volumes. 
  
Next we moved to another conservation 
room where very fragile things were laid 
out for us to view. Anneka Erickson-
Brown [librarian] gave us explanations.  
On the table were 11 very colourful garden 
views painted by the artist Edith Helena 
Adie around 1922-23.  They reminded me 
of chocolate box covers which survived in 
my family showing paths to thatched 
cottages with clumps of bright colour.  The 
garden views were actually records of 
plantings at Dyffryn, near the house and in 
the various ‘garden rooms’, which 
Reginald Cory and the collaborator 
Mawson were to make so popular. They 
show all the plants, which Reginald 
introduced or made popular, wisteria, 
Japanese maples, bonsai as well as 
lavender and roses. It is still a mystery 
who donated these paintings.  They 
remained in storage and have only recently 
been discovered and are now being 
worked upon by Anneka.  
 
Anneka showed us more books in need of 
tender loving care. A 1620s book showed 
bluebells and a wonderful parrot type 

tulip, but paint was flaking.  Some Turpin 
[French so pronounced Turpan] work had 
to be seen with a magnifying glass so as to 
see the fine detail made by paint applied 
by a single haired brush. Some Chinese 
albums acted as ‘catalogues’ for 
gentlemen to order plants for their gardens 
and some of these contain rare examples 
of Chinese pigments. We were not able to 
see the book with the gold leaf illustrations 
as that was being rested due to its fragile 
state. 
 
Finally Barbara Caldicote gathered us up 
and was thanked for arranging our whole 
visit.  She would be glad of more details of 
Reginald Cory, which Ida agreed to 
supply, having worked up a paper last year 
in preparation for Cambridge.  Ida, of 
course, belongs to Reginald’s line. It is 
also to be hoped that the story behind 
those pictures can be established. 
  continued overleaf 
 
 
 
The Foundling Museum, 40 Brunswick 
Square, London, WC1N 1AZ 
 
In the early 1720s Thomas Coram, a 
retired shipwright, was horrified by the 
many children he saw abandoned on the 
streets of London, about one thousand a 
year. He finally opened The Foundling 
Hospital on what is now Coram’s Fields, 
London, in 1741 [a Royal Charter being 
granted in 1739].  
 
To fund this venture Coram persuaded 
artists to donate their works and so this 
was the first public art gallery too.  It led 
to the formation of The Royal Academy in 
1768.  George Frederick Handel wrote 
Foundling Hospital Anthem for his first 
concert at the Hospital and conducted 
regular performances of Messiah in the 
hospital’s chapel. The large original 
hospital building was demolished in 1926.  
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The building we visited was completed in 
1937. It has many very fine rooms 
including the Court Room containing 
features brought from the original building 
so that it is one of the best surviving 
Rococo interiors in Britain. 
 
The museum still contains a superb and 
nationally important collection of paintings, 
sculpture and decorative art including 
works by Hogarth, Gainsborough and 
Reynolds. The Gerald Coke Handel 
collection is housed on the top floor.  We 
were jolly glad to be able to sit in the 
winged leather armchairs and hear on 
hidden speakers the very well reproduced 
Handel recitals as we rested our feet! 
 
However, it is on the ground floor that the 
true purpose of the enterprise still shocks.  
When the foundlings came their names 
were entered in the billet books but they 
were then given new names.  These new 
names were chosen firstly from any 
prominent people. June’s Family Tree 
Magazine has an example of a foundling, 
Caroline Litchfield – Caroline from the 
queen and Litchfield from the eminent 
family.  However, eminent family names 
were dropped as indelicate! One entire wall 
is covered with the names of some of the 
foundlings, but even so these were just a 
few of the foundlings given a new name 
and a fresh start. Amongst the names listed 
on the wall were two Augustus Caesars, 
two Elizabeth Tudors, and Thomas 
Cranmer, Oliver Cromwell, William 
Orange and Francis Drake! 
 
It remained a strict policy that the child was 
deprived of any connection to their past or 
inheritance at the outset. We saw a display 
of tokens which the parent, usually the 
mother of course, had left with the child as 
means to identify the child if they returned 
for them.  These were many and varied, for 
example a key, an initialled embroidery, a 
metal locket, and a squashed thimble. The 

tragedy is that these were never passed on 
to the child.  The policy was to turn the 
child into a better individual and sever all 
connection with the past. Education was an 
apprenticeship for boys and domestic tasks 
for girls.  
 
In the Diseases book the disease was 
recorded and the child isolated if necessary 
but their name never mentioned – just 
‘male’ or ‘female’.  It is very difficult to get 
into the mind-set of the times.  I felt there 
was a lesson for us family historians.  When 
death was common, just caring for the 
physical needs and giving the child some 
means of eventually earning a living was 
thought magnanimous. We need to be 
thankful that Thomas Coram and his 
associates helped so many. We looked in 
vain for a Cory among the benefactors of 
the museum.  
 
The Cory Society Annual General 
Meeting at 1 Bedford Square followed. 
This was relatively quick due to papers 
circulated ahead. I am very grateful for such 
a loyal and industrious committee. 
 

  
Photographs in this article were contributed 
by Peter Birch, Margaret Goffin and  
Kingsley Goffin. 
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We’ve only just reported this year’s 
Cory AGM event and already we are 
planning for the next! All that is 
decided so far is that it will be during 
the third weekend in June 2009, that is 
Friday 19th-Sunday 21st June, and will 
be held in Norfolk.  
 
Norfolk was the focus of two Cory 
visits many years ago. In fact, Denis, 
husband of Gillian Whitehead (née 
Cory), was the press photographer for 
the local paper and took photographs 
of one group who visited.   
 
Norwich, the county’s city, has some 
beautiful old buildings and streets, 
some of which, such as Elm Hill, have 
been the location of recent films. 
Norwich was said to have a pub or 
alehouse for every day of the year and 
a church for every week, but my copy 
of an 1845 gazetteer lists only 46 plus 
the cathedral (we now have two 
cathedrals) and various dissenting 
chapels. Several of these churches 
have Cory connections, which we will 
see when sightseeing.  
 
We will of course visit the village of 
Bramerton, where Robert Corie bought 
an estate in 1403. The Hall was the 
seat of the Corys until it passed out of 
the Cory family in 1682.  There is a 
memorial to another Robert Cory, who 
died in 1629, at St Peter’s Church in 
Bramerton. This is a lovely old church 

and is well worth a visit. Another 
church with a fine marble memorial to 
William Corie (1644-86) is St 
Margaret’s Church, Catton, on the 
outskirts of Norwich.  
 
I hope also to include a visit to 
Kettlestone where James Cory (1733-
93) was rector, followed by his son, 
James (1772-1864), who was rector for 
an amazing 71 years. 
 
So I do hope that you will try to join 
us. I will do my best to make next 
year’s event as interesting as this 
year’s. If anyone has a suggestion for a 
place with Cory connections in 
Norfolk which they would like to visit, 
please let me know. 

 
Margaret Goffin 

A Date for your Diary? 
Norfolk Co-ordinator 
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What a surprise!  Just before our visit to 

the RHS, I was checking the internet for 

any new information on Reginald Cory 

when the Abebooks site revealed a 

Reginald Radcliffe Cory in relation to a 

patent concerning a bicycle.   Surely there 

was no other Cory named Reginald with 

the unusual second name Radcliffe than 

Reginald of Dyffryn, a ‘Gentleman’ 

interested in anything Botanical, gardens, 

plants and pictures of plants. 

Was he a keen cyclist? 

I ordered the document.  With the stamp 

of the Patents Department of Manchester 

Public Free Libraries dated 22 Apr 1904, 

this comprised two sheets (smaller than 

A4) which appear to have been torn from a 

bound volume. 

Date of Application, 26th Feb., 1904 – 

Accepted, 31st Mar., 1904 

Improvements in and in connection with 

Bicycles and the like. 

The address was Duffryn (currently  

Dyffryn) near Cardiff and his occupation 

‘Colliery Proprietor’. At this date, 

however, his father John was still the 

chairman.   There is evidence that 

Reginald was not directly involved with 

the business, Cory Brothers, although he 

went to the offices where he is reported – 

at a later date - to have spent his time on 

private matters.   It was his elder brother 

Clifford John Cory who succeeded John 

Cory as chairman. 

For anyone interested in bicycles, the 

patent begins:  My invention relates to 

bicycles and the like; and has for its object 

to obviate the necessity for alighting when 

a stoppage is necessitated, as in the midst 

of city traffic, and to provide a simple 

arrangement whereby the saddle can be 

lowered by releasing a catch device and 

the rider be thus enabled to rest his feet on 

the ground and thus obtain the required 

support, the saddle being adapted to rise 

again when travelling is resumed, the said 

lowering and raising being effected 

without there being any necessity for the 

rider alighting and remounting. 

Technical details follow and two 

diagrams. 

I intend to investigate whether it was 

granted but I guess that we will never 

know how keen he was on cycling. 

Reginald Radcliffe Cory’s Patent Application 

Ida Birch 
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Letter To The Editor 

 
I get very excited about page 11 in 
Newsletter no 45. Uncle Lesley is 
undoubtedly right. I have the same 
photograph (Thomas Cory with his 
children.) My father gave me the names 
and they confirm Uncle Lesley’s version. 
They say that it is a wise man who knows 
his own father. But they don’t say 
anything about grandfathers! I remember 
grandfather very well - so does my elder 
sister. We have many photographs, 
including the one of great grandfather 
Thomas William and his son William 
Henry Worthington at their capstan, on the 
beach at Deal. (see right). 
 
I am William Thomas Worthington Cory - 
I have the Worthington name, just like 
him. I was born in his house - LEA 
HOUSE, PRINCES STREET, which still 
exists. Incidentally Grandpa’s (W.H.W.) 
wife was Maud Mary Betts who again I 
remember very well. She died when my 
eldest, Faith, was on the way! 
 
When World War II started, my dad, sent 
us (Mum, sister Iris and me) to stay with 
Grandpa and Grandma, the reasoning was 
that we would be away from the bombing! 
But Dunkirk fell and we beat a hasty 
retreat back to London. I say hasty, but in 
fact it took approaching 24 hours, as the 
train was continually shunted into sidings 
to let the troop trains (with returning 
troops from Dunkirk) get past. Grandpa 
and Grandma came to London a little later 
and stayed with us for some weeks. 

Bill Cory 
Colchester 

 
 
 

 
Bill also pointed out that William Henry 
Worthington Cory was his grandfather not 
great grandfather as stated on page 10 of 
the last issue and that he was born on 25 
Dec 1868 and the date quoted, 15 Jan 
1869, was therefore most probably that of 
his christening. 
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VC Awarded to Rescuer of Cory Marine  
Margaret Goffin 

During their advance on Linne, in 
Holland, on 23 January 1945, 45 RM 
Commando was held up by well-prepared 
positions behind the Montforterbeek 
Dyke. After hard fighting in bitterly cold 
weather and over flat ground covered in 
snow, the leading section of the Royal 
Marine Commando Troop having come 
under intense machine-gun fire near the 
village of Brachterbeek, was ordered to 
make for some houses close by. It was 
during this action that Lance Corporal 
Henry Eric Harden, RAMC, the medical 
orderly attached to ‘A’ Troop, particularly 
distinguished himself. 

Three of the section had been wounded 
and were left lying in the open. Under 
continuous fire Lance Corporal Harden, 
crawled in the snow across 120 yards of 
flat open ground to check on the wounds 
of the casualties. He returned again with 
stretcher-bearers and succeeded in 
rescuing one casualty, even though the 
area was being subjected to heavy and 
constant machine gun fire, followed by 
mortar and artillery.  He was ordered not 
to go forward again and an attempt was 
made to bring in the remaining casualties 
with the aid of tanks, but this proved 
unsuccessful owing to the heavy and 
accurate fire of anti-tank guns. A second 
attempt under a smoke-screen also proved 
unsuccessful.  

Harden went out again but on the return 
journey the second wounded man was hit 
again and died. Undaunted Lance Cpl 
Harden went out again for the last 
wounded comrade and calmly attended his 
wounds while being fired upon. However, 
whilst bringing back the wounded man, 
Harden was shot through the head and 
killed. The last soldier rescued was 
Lieutenant Robert Cory. 

 When writer Steve Snelling contacted 
Robert Cory in north Suffolk over 40 
years later, he recorded that ‘Robert Cory 
described Harden’s gallant act as ‘one of, 
if not the most outstanding acts of 
gallantry throughout all the hostilities, for 
which I most certainly owe my life’.  Cory 
still felt that by rights he ought to have 
died on that cold Dutch field and that he 
did not was down to the persistent valour 
of ‘Doc’ Harden. Robert Cory had never 
forgotten the sacrifice, nor ceased to 
marvel at his survival. Cory’s voice was 
filled with emotion as he explained what 
had happened during those desperate 
moments in which he hovered between life 
and death.  
 
One of Robert’s abiding memories of that 
terrible day was of ‘Doc’ Harden kneeling 
calmly beside him with small arms fire 
kicking up the snow all around them. “I 
think he gave me a shot of morphine and 
said that he would be back. I told him on 
no account to do so and I guess that was 
the last thing I ever said to him”. 
 
That order, like the others given him that 
day was fatally ignored.  
 
Harden was posthumously awarded the 
Victoria Cross for his fearless action. He 
is buried at Nederweet War Cemetery.  
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Over the years I have accompanied my 
wife, Ida, to many meetings of the Cory 
Society.  As a sideline participant, I have 
always had much time to look around and 
observe those around me and the one thing 
that has struck me is that such a genetically 
connected group of people appear to be as 
diverse as those one would meet at any 
other kind of meeting.  As a result of my 
observation I began to wonder, how many 
genes do any two members of the same 
generation of a family group have in 
common? I therefore decided to work out 
how the proportion and number of genes 
are distributed over time so I drew up the 
following Gene Inheritance Table based on 
the assumption that the proportion of 
shared genes are halved from one 
generation to the next. 
 
The table is interesting in that it shows just 
how rapidly the "dilution" of the genes 
takes place. Thus, assuming three 
generations per century, one only has to go 
back a hundred years  (2007 to 1907) for 
the proportion of genes that a great-
grandparent contributes to the current 
generation to drop to only 12.5%!  Back 
another 100 years to circa 1807 and one's 
ancestors of 6 generations back contribute 
a meagre 1.562% or 468 of their 30,000 
genes.  For anyone fortunate enough to be 
able to trace their ancestors back some 15 
generations to around 1507, it appears that 
they will be lucky if they have inherited a 
single gene! 
 
On the face of it, the above exercise soon 
explained the wide diversity of members 
that I had witnessed attending the Cory 
Society meetings.  However such a 
logically deduced conclusion appeared to 
be too simplistic to be true so I submitted 
my table and conclusions to Professor 

Bryan Sykes of Oxford Ancestors, author 
of book ‘The Seven Sisters of Eve’ and 
many research papers on genetics.   He 
pointed out that one has to take into 
account factors which disrupt the 
assumptions that gave rise to my Gene 
Inheritance Table. 
 
Firstly, many of one’s theoretical 
ancestors are, in fact, the very same 
people!  This arises from liaisons between 
members of the same genetic line.  An 
example is the child of a first cousin 
marriage where an individual has only six 
different grandparents instead of the usual 
eight so the proportion of a particular gene 
line is enhanced.  A more extreme, and 
illegal, example is the offspring of a 
brother and sister where such a child has 
only two grandparents, not four.  In most of 
us, the ancestors to whom we trace more 
than one line of descent will have lived a 
long time ago.  We are all, to an extent, 
inbred. 
 
Secondly, it is not the case that we receive 
exactly 25% of our genes equally from our 
four grandparents.  There is a spread with 
some of our grandparents’ genes 
contributing more than others. This effect 
can be magnified at each generation. 
Indeed, it has been estimated that, at only 
six generations in the past, at least one of 
our 64 ancestors contributes absolutely no 
DNA! 
 
Finally, there is the issue of genetic 
recombination.  It turns out that this is not 
the random process it was once thought.  
There are ‘hot spots’ along each 
chromosome where they break and 
exchange genes.  The effect is that long 
stretches of genes are inherited together 
for generation after generation.  

So How Many Genes Do You Share? 
Peter Birch 
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So what is the final conclusion to this 
exercise?  It appears that the Gene 
Inheritance Table probably overestimates 
the ‘dilution’ of one’s ancestral genes with 
time, mainly because of the unknown 
input of family genes arising from liaisons 
between members of the same genetic 
line; added to this are the unequal 
distribution of genes between ancestral 
partners and the inheritance of long 
stretches of genes, all of which make an 
accurate prediction impossible.  But it is 
probably reasonable to conclude that we 
inherit a smaller proportion of genes from 
some ancestors than we might imagine but  

 
don’t let that spoil the fun of tracking 
them down. 
 
My thanks go to Professor Bryan Sykes 
for his valued comments which are shown 
in italics. 
 
(See table below and on following page) 
 

Generations  

Back 

Percentage of 

Genes 

Number of Genes Date Ancestor  

0 100% 30,000 2007 Any person 

1 50 15,000  parent 

2 25 7,500  grandparent 

3 12.5 3,750 1907 g grandparent 

4 6.25 1,875  2 x g grandparent 

5 3.125 937.5  3 x g grandparent 

6 1.562 468.6 1807 4 x g grandparent 

7 0.781 234.3  5 x g grandparent 

8 0.391 117.3   6 x g grandparent 

9 0.195 58.5 1707 7 x g grandparent 

10 0.0976 29.28  8 x g grandparent 

Genes Inheritance Table 
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Generations 

Back 

Percentage of 

Genes 

Number of 

Genes 

Date Ancestor  

11 0.0488 14.64  9 x g grandparent 

12 0.0244 7.32 1607 10 x g grandparent 

13 0.0122 3.66  11 x g grandparent  

14 0.0061 1.83  12 x g grandparent   

15 0.00305 0.915 1507 13 x g grandparent 

16 0.00152  0.457  14 x g grandparent 

17 0.00076 0.2287  15 x g grandparent 

18 0.00038 0.1143 1407 16 x g grandparent 

19 0.00019 0.0572  17 x g grandparent 

20 0.00009 0.0286  18 x g grandparent 

21 0.000048 0.0143 1307 19 x g grandparent 

22 0.000024 0.0071  20 x g grandparent 

23 0.000012 0.0035  21 x g grandparent 

24 0.000006 0.0018 1207 22 x g grandparent 

25 0.000003 0.0009  23 x g grandparent 

26 0.0000015 0.00045  24 x g grandparent 

27 0.0000007 0.000186 1107 25 x g grandparent 

28 0.00000035 0.000093 (circa 1066) 26 x g grandparent 

29 0.000000017 0.000046  27 x g grandparent 

30 0.0000000085 0.000023 1007 28 x g grandparent 

Genes Inheritance Table (continued from opposite page) 
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Participants: Anne Bedford-Groom, Ida 
& Peter Birch, Marilyn & Colin Cory, 
Win and Fred Cory, Bill Cory, Jean 
Hayes, Rosemary & Paul Holloway, 

Brenda & Roger Miller. [13] Mark 
Hassall [Friday only] Tricia & Graham 
White [Sunday only] [total 16]. 
 

 

At our 2002 AGM, Matt Sears gave a talk 
about Victorian Cory Miscreants found in 
Old Bailey Session Papers (see Newsletter 
no 28). There is now a searchable online 
database of the Old Bailey court 
proceedings, 1674-1913, containing 
197,745 criminal trials held at London's 
Central Criminal Court. These can be 
found at http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/. 
 
I found two cases of shoplifting concerning 
Corys and cheese. The first was the case of 
Ann Mason, in court for grand larceny, on 
11 January 1809. She was indicted for 
stealing on the 16 December, a cheese, 
value 10s., the property of a widow, 
Frances Hill, a cheesemonger in Thames 
Street.  
 
William Cory, who worked for Mrs Hill, 
gave evidence against Mason. He said, “On 
the 16th of December we were taking in a 
load of cheese from the Custom House 
quay; it is customary with us to take a 
certain number at a time; we loaded five 
on a stall board; the prisoner came by in 
about five minutes afterwards and took one 
of these five and put it under her cloak. It 
was about four o'clock in the afternoon. I 
didn’t see the prisoner take it - but I was 
informed by a child that she had taken a 
cheese off the stall board and he showed 
me the woman, I pursued her and found it 
under her cloak; I brought her back into 
the shop and took the cheese from her and 
took her before the Lord Mayor.” 
 
Constable William Berry Dodson, who 
was called to give evidence, did not bring 
the property, the cheese, to the court with 
him and the prisoner was acquitted. 
Seven years later, on 29 May 1816, Sara 
Blakely, aged 50, was indicted for stealing 
twelve pounds three quarters weight of 

cheese, valued at 6s., the property of 
William Cory & Richard Denman. Could 
this be the same William Cory? 
 
William Cory said in evidence,“I saw the 
prisoner come into our shop, upon a 
pretence of purchasing some bacon, and I 
afterwards saw our lad bring her back, 
with the cheese in question, and I saw him 
take it from her.” 
 
Next came John Perfrement, who 
said,“The prisoner came into my master's 
shop on the day in the indictment; she 
asked for a piece of bacon, and I shewed 
her a piece; she begged me to weigh it, and 
while I turned my back for that purpose, I 
saw her shuffle, and get over a pile of 
cheeses. I told her the bacon came to 
eleven-pence; she offered sixpence, which I 
could not take, and then she went shuffling 
out of the shop; then I looked over the 
counter, and missed a cheese. I 
immediately followed her, and stopped her, 
and the cheese fell down from between her 
legs; I stopped her, and brought her back, 
and sent for a constable.”  At this point, I 
will remind you of how much the cheese 
weighed! 
 
This time, the cheese was produced and 
sworn in as evidence. The defendant was 
found guilty and sentenced to six months 
imprisonment, and fined 1s.   
 
I wonder what became of the cheese? 
 

Say Cheese! 
Margaret Goffin 
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

NEW MEMBERS: 

We are pleased to welcome, 

Alan John Cory,  Saffron Walden, Essex,  
Earliest Cory Ancestor, Sir George Cory 
(b1862).  

Rachel Cory Hall, Ashley Park, Walton-on
-Thames, Surrey,  
and her brother, 
Simon Hayes, Ashtead, Surrey,  

Rachel & Simon descend from the  
Pyworthy line, Samuel Cory & Mary Allen. 
Devon Tree K1:UM/2  

Susan E Jeffery, East-the-Water, Bideford, 
North Devon.  

Susan descends from Joseph Beer & Mary 
Cory (1822 - 1911) daughter of John & 
Honor Cory of Woolsery, Devon. Tree 1, 
linked by DNA to Tree D - West Putford. 

Richard Slaughter, Lawrence Weston, 
Bristol. Richard’s DNA matches Corys in 
the Northants/Kent/Norfolk group. 

Cynthia Tucker, Gt Monegham, Deal, 
Kent. Cynthia descends from Arthur Cory & 
Elizabeth Wanstall, English Corys Kent 
Table B2, linking with Northampton. 

BIRTH:  

Devon Roberto Birch, born on 22 August 
2008 in San Francisco, third child of 
Michael and Xochi, brother for Isabella and 
Joseph, and fifth grandchild of Peter and Ida 
Birch. 

MARRIAGES:   
Charlotte (Charlie) Nash  and Matt 
Palmer on 17 May 2008. The marriage was 
held at Holne Park House, Ashburton, 
Devon, a delightful setting with a lot of land 
well into Dartmoor. Matt is a PhD in 

Oceanography and is based in Exeter, 
working in the government team 
considering the problems of global 
warming. Charlie has a degree in Midwifery 
and is working in Exeter Hospital. Charlie is 
the eldest daughter of Jeremy and Ann 
Nash, and grandaughter of Michael and 
Frances Cory. 

Stacey Catherine Frost and Michael 
Robert Goffin were married on 26 July 
2008 at St Edmunds Church, Taverham, 
Norwich, Norfolk. The reception was held 
at Dunston Hall, near Norwich. Michael is 
the son of Kingsley and Margaret Goffin, 
and grandson of Robert and Violet Wells 
deceased (née Burrell-Cory). 

INSERTS: 

Society’s Audited Accounts for 2007 

Minutes of the AGM 

Membership Directory   



 
Officers: - 
Chairman Mark Hassall,  
  
 
 

 Hon. Secretary Jean Hayes,  
and Contact for Links and Publicity  
 
Treasurer  Paul Holloway,  
  
 

Ex Officio Archivist and  Ida Birch,  
Devon/Cornwall/S.Wales Co-ordinator   
 
 

Editor, Webmaster,DNA Co-ordinator Margaret Goffin,  
and Deputy Norfolk Co-ordinator   
  

Others:- Rosemary Holloway,  
   

 
Honorary Founder Archivist Michael R. Cory,  
  
  

Kent Co-ordinator and Publications William Cory,  
  
 
Northants Co-ordinator  Marilyn Cory,  
  
  

Australian Co-ordinator Pam Cory,  
  
Membership Secretary Rosemary Gitsham,  
  
 

 

The Cory Society does not agree necessarily with the statements and opinions in this publication 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: General enquiries e-mail: cory@one-name.org  


