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Kate Pearce

On the threshold
of Wembury,
Bob Colwill
(second from left),
grandson of
Elizabeth Jane
Cory, with his
band,
"The Broadway
Syncopators"

Photograph
by Paul Wilmot

S E R E N D I P I T Y
What a lovely word, and I suspect it
appears more frequently in family history
than anywhere else.
The latest example that I have discovered
quite by chance concerns our nephew, Bob
Colwill. He is the son of my late husband
Ted’s sister, Kathleen Colwill, and his
grandmother was Elizabeth Jane Cory of
Lifton, Devon.
One day in the recent past, Bob and Judy,
his wife, were in the Marazion area and
called to see us. In conversation I enquired
whether he still had his band and he said he
had, but he had reduced his commitments
and they no longer played late night events
in Plymouth. He added that they were at
present playing ‘Music for a Summer
Evening’ on the lawns of Langdon Court at
Wembury. “That,” I said, “was a Cory
house.” He was surprised and delighted
when I produced a copy of the Cory
Society Newsletter Number 16 (1998) in
which appears an article written by our
Chairman, Mark Hassall. Bob said he was
sure the present owners of Langdon Court
would find it of great interest. This
happened some time ago, and I regret to
say that for various reasons I have not
managed to follow it up although Bob did
send me a picture of the band at Langdon
Court which is reproduced on the front
page.
Mark Hassall is a direct descendant of the
Cory family who lived at Langdon Court,
his great-grandfather having been Richard
Cory born 1822. In the article Mark tells
us that at the time of the 1871 census,
before Richard bought Langdon Court, he
was living in a substantial mansion called
‘The Grove’ set in its own grounds off
Princes Road, Wimbledon. This intrigues
me as Bob lives in a delightful small cul-de
-sac in Pomphlett, Plymouth, called ‘The
The Cory Society

Grove’. Was this a coincidence I wonder,
or is there some connection? Did the Corys
at one time own the land on which it was
built?
Richard Cory and his brother
William went into the family business of
Coal Merchants founded by Mark’s greatgreat-grandfather, and became very
successful and wealthy. He had two other
brothers, James and Henry. Mark says he
does not know anything about James, but
Henry emigrated to Adelaide, South
Australia, and research on him is ongoing.
The earliest of our family of Corys whom I
have been able to trace is Richard, born
about 1798. I have not been able to find
the entry of his baptism though I have
followed up many lines of enquiry.
Whenever Mark Hassall and I meet we
have a little discussion about the possibility
of some connection between our two Cory
families. So many names are the same,
Richard, John, Thomas, and William for
example, although of course they may have
been common names of the time.

One of Ted’s cousins, Peter Edward Cory
of Plymouth, kindly agreed to take a DNA
test which matched exactly three other
Cory families, all of whom emanated from
the Plymouth area or, in any case, Devon
and Cornwall. They are John Albert Cory,
Les Cory, and Joseph Corey, the latter
sadly now deceased, who was the first
cousin of Bob Marhenke in America. It is
just a question of finding where we all link
up.
I am still delving and finding new relatives
who of course have all heard family stories,
where probably nothing has been lost in the
telling. I was once told that the sons of the
Cory family of Jacobstow were divided in
their occupations between agricultural
labourers, miners, and fishermen. The two
sons who were fishermen used to look at
the big boats at sea and say that one day
they would own one. It seems they
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eventually had a large trawler and then Winners of the Penzance Newcomers’ Silver
progressed until the small port near Salver at Penzance Bridge Club for 2007.
Jacobstow (I think it was Tintagel) was not
suitable, so they went off to Cardiff where
they prospered and became well known. I
have never tried to get this confirmed so it
is still a family legend, and may not be a
fact at all.
One day, perhaps one of us will find the
missing piece of the jigsaw, when all will
be revealed. Until that day, the best we can
hope for is another helping of serendipity.

Kate Pearce (second left) and her partner
Stella Sampson with Ray Bliss, Chairman and
Director of Penzance Bridge Club, and their
treasurer, Ann Ampleford.

Langdon Court is noted in the Domesday
Book as having been granted to the Norman
Baron Jodhel for his support of King William
after the Battle of Hastings. Jodhel in turn
granted Langdon to one of his Knights named
Walden. After the Waldens came the Pipards
and the great Courtenay family of Devon who
held the estate for nearly 200 years until the last
Courtenay, Marquis of Exeter was beheaded for
treason by Henry VIII in 1539. The house later
passed to Henry's widow Catherine Parr.

Commander in Chief at the naval base at
Devonport. On several occasions, Richard Cory
played host to his friend the Prince of Wales,
later to become Edward VII. Edward was often
accompanied by his friend, the society beauty
and actress Lillie Langtry. (See Newsletter
No16 for photographs and more about this
family.)
On the death of Richard Cory's son Richard
Wallis Cory in 1926 the estate was broken up
and Mrs. Kenyon-Slaney bought the house and
ten acres of land. She lived there until the
beginning of the Second World War. After the
war Langdon Court was purchased by Plymouth
Council and used as a children’s convalescent
home. It was sold in 1960 and converted into an
hotel.

In 1564 Queen Elizabeth I granted Langdon
Court to Vincent Calmady for services to the
Navy, and it remained in the Calmady family
until Richard Cory purchased Langdon Court in
1876. He was the son of William Cory who
founded the coal shipping and bunkering firm in
London known as Wm Cory and Sons Ltd. It
There is a new book by Robin Blythe-Lord ‘The
was during his tenure that extensive repairs and
Story of Langdon Court’, Plymouth 2008.
alterations were made to the house.

He was on friendly terms with Queen Victoria’s
second son, Prince Alfred, who was
The Cory Society
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Y ou a re i n vi t ed t o t h e Co ry
A GM on F r i da y 13 t h Ju n e

An Unusual Connection!

Liz Newbery

I have been friends with Kate Pearce
(whose husband’s mother was a CORY)
since the mid-1980s.
I come from
Derbyshire but my daughter married
down here in Cornwall. Kate is from
Kent and retired to Cornwall.
Kate has been involved in the Cory DNA
Project and found that her husband’s
nephew was an exact DNA match to
Robert Marhenke’s Cory relative over in
the USA. Nothing unusual in that. I
have no CORYs in my tree and that is
where the story might have ended until
Kate noticed that Bob had a COLENSO
in his tree.
She realised I was
researching the COLENSOs who are in
my granddaughter’s direct line so she
showed me the tree. I immediately
noticed the connection.

Since then I have been in touch with Bob
and we have found that he and my
granddaughter are 9th cousins 3x
removed; this is through Katherene
TREWHELLA and Thomas COLENSO
who married on 17 Sep 1638 at Madron
Parish Church. This was the Mother
Church for Penzance…which just
happens to be where I now live having
moved around the world for most of my
life.
Now we have to find out where Bob’s
CORYs and Ted Pearce’s CORYs
actually meet. What a coincidence that
Kate and I might never have realised our
trees were connected without the DNA
tests and the Internet. I wonder if our
grandchildren will have similar traits!!

The Cory Society

We will meet outside the Lindley Library,
80 Vincent Square at 2.30pm. The Lindley
Library is the best gardening library in the
world, with books from 1514 to the present
day. Rosemary Holloway has arranged a
talk by one of the staff on the Cory bequest
and there will be books from this priceless
legacy set out for us to view. A unique
opportunity not to be missed!

We will leave there about 4pm and visit the
Foundling Museum in Gt Russell Street.
The Foundling Hospital looked after more
than 27,000 children between 1739-1953.
The Museum tells how they lived and
displays the many poignant objects relating
to their lives. It also tells the story of three
major figures in British history: its
campaigning founder the philanthropist
Thomas Coram, the composer George
Frideric Handel and the artist William
Hogarth, who was one of the original
Governors of the Foundling Hospital. He
encouraged leading artists of the day to
donate works to the children’s home.
Today the collection contains works by
Hogarth, Reynolds, Gainsborough, Wilson,
Hayman, and others. We will meet up
again at the nearby Coram Café where you
can buy a tea, coffee or a light meal. It is
then only a short walk across Coram Fields
to Bedford Row for the evening AGM.
For those of us not familiar with London,
escort will be arranged between venues. If
you would like to stay overnight rather than
travel late, or wish to visit other venues
yourself the next day, members of the
committee living near London have offered
to put you up. Please see the AGM
brochure for more information and booking
form.

April 2008

Newsletter No 45 Page 4

DNA Report: March 2008

Margaret Goffin

Ancestry.com and changes to recording
values of allele.
The standardising of values of alleles by
all DNA testing companies has produced
slight changes in our DNA result table
revealing a new match in Devon and
Cornwall. Kate Pearce’s late husband's
nephew, Peter Edward Cory, and John
Albert Cory, Les Cory and the late Joe
Corey now all match exactly. This means
that they share a direct paternal line
ancestry statistically in fewer than 6
generations.
Three others, John Philip Cory, Vernon's
son Antony Cory and David Kenneth Cory
are all only different to the other four at
just one site, AND each other at just one
site, so although these last three do not
completely match each other, they each
share a direct paternal line ancestry to the
first four, statistically in fewer than 12
generations.
As to the one place that they don't match,
this could be due to a "mutation" which is
where one individual's DNA changes at a
certain allele. You get a complete
mismatch if there is no link at all. It seems
quite likely the DNA results for all of the
above mentioned show that these lines all
come from one shared ancestor.
Northants Norfolk Link.
David A Cory very kindly agreed to be
tested. His test, cheaper than before, was
processed in record time. David’s DNA
matches that of Christopher Charles Cory
and although they are from the same tree
they are each eight generations from their
earliest shared ancestor thus showing how
DNA testing can verify lineage.

The Cory Society

Kenneth Burrell Corey was also tested.
His DNA is a complete match to David A
Cory, Christopher Charles Cory and Peter
Cory, matching 100%. This links the
Burrell Corey line to a proven Bramerton
line and also closely matches these
Bramerton Corys to the Northants lines.
This poses the question which county did
these Corys originate from? Norfolk,
Northants or Kent?
There are other Cory families in Norfolk
whose DNA doesn't match those above.
They could be a different line altogether or
they could derive from females married to
Corys but whose 'partners' were non Corys
or through unmarried Cory females whose
offspring took the surname of their
mothers.
The complete table of DNA results,
including American Corys,
identifies
several different haplogroups amongst
these Corys, meaning that their ancestors
originated from different parts of the
world. It is impossible that they all share
the same, shared ancestor.
I searched the internet to find out where
the earliest recorded Corys lived. Thanks
to libraries and museums recording details
of their manuscripts online, we can see
how many different places and names
were mentioned. The first three hundred
years, which I found, are listed overleaf.
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Early Corys

Margaret Goffin

We have many early Corys in our archives. These new Corys, found online, cannot be placed in trees,
but give an indication of how widespread Corys were. Sources: British History on-line; A2A Manuscripts.

1242 Simon de Cory
also named Kory,
Cori, Curi
re Property in
Essex,
Orsete, Orseth
1263 Cory
re Carlisle,
marriage,
inheritance
1308 Thomas Cory
Bedfordshire,
Villein
1309 Richard Cory
Sussex, killed
1316 John Cory, son of
John Cory, dec'd
Malmesbury, deeds
1324 Geoffrey Cory
Norfolk, priest
1338 John Cory
Norfolk, priest
1339 John de Cory
Somerset, witness
1340 Thomas Cory
Kent, merchant
1341 John Cory
Westminster , clerk
1343 Richard Cory (Cori)
London, butcher
1344 John Cory
Westminster,
controller
1344 Thomas Cory
Buckinghamshire,
attorney
1345 John de Cory
Windsor:Berks,
princes clerk

1346 John Cory
London
The Cory Society

1348
1349
1352
1358
1358

1361

1362
1363
1374
1382
1386
1387
1394

St Dunstan:
Mynchinlane, clerk
Peter Cory
Norfolk, His house
broken into
Thomas de Cory
Little Chyvere
Richard Cory
Hampshire, elder
Adam Cory
Hertfordshire
William Cory
Hertfordshire
John Cory, London:
St Paul's &
Westchepe
draper, son of
Richard
Thomas Corey
Norfolk: Holkham
John Cory
Barking: All
Hallows
John Cory
Middlesex, arrested
Henry North Cory
Somerset
John Cory
Buckinghamshire,
paviour
John Cory
Kent, parson
John Cory
Northamptonshire,
prisoner

Middlesex
1400 Richard Cory
Wiltshire, trespasser
1433 John Cory
Stafford Castle,
earl's servant
1442 John Cory
Northamptonshire,
landowner
1449 Roger Cory
Bridgewater
Hospital, Prior
1453 John Cory, Snr &
John Cory Jnr
Harleston
1493 To ‘cory’ or dress
leather. Leadenhall
St, London, Crafts
of "Cordwaners,"
"Curriours," and
"Girdilers
1528 Thomas Cory
Norwich, St
Gregory's,
1535 John & Johanna
Cory
Barton near Bristol,
Gloucester,
corvesour (corviser)
1549 Richard Cory
Brerdyng, ( Isle of
Wight?) ten.(ant?)

1394 Richard Cory
Oxfordshire
1397 John Cory
Buckinghamshire,
collector of customs
1398 Adam Cory
April 2008
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Cory Surname Origins

This note comprises the current state of
knowledge on Cory surnames.
The first point to make is that there is no
single simple answer to this question.
The vitally important DNA sampling
programme shows us that there are a
number of families or rather groups of
families that are usually spelt CORY
(sometimes COREY) that genetically
have nothing to do with each other, see
especially Margaret Goffin and Ida Birch
in the Cory Society Newsletter No 37
(August, 2005), pages 4-7, and Margaret
again in the Cory Society Newsletter No
41, (December 2006), page 15.
DNA tests show that there are (at least)
four families in Devon and Cornwall that
are genetically unconnected:

Mark Hassall

life. Two examples of the second
phenomenon may be given. The Rev
Henry Cory Eade took the name Cory as
a surname by Royal licence in 1864 and
William Johnson the poet (1823-92) took
the name William Johnson Cory (The
Cory Society Newsletter No 22 (August
2000), p 3). The Y chromosomes of the
male descendants of children who in
adult life changed their name to Cory, or
of those apparent Cory males whose
paternity was falsely recorded, will
clearly not correspond to the DNA of
others from ancient Cory lines.

To summarise, it seems likely that if we
confine ourselves to what I have referred
to above as 'ancient Cory lines' we should
be looking for the origins of at least four
families - perhaps more. These are:

D/C 1) The Poundstock, North
Petherwin, Tresparrett in St Juliot parish,
Lifton/Jacobstow, Davidstow and
Crowan lines.
D/C 2) West Putford and Woolsery lines
D/C 3) Holsworthy line.
D/C 4) Pyworthy line

i) Devon and Cornwall D/C 1
ii ) Devon and Cornwall D/C 2
iii) Northampton NH 1
iv) East Anglia EA 1

There are also at least two Norfolk (East
Anglia) lines:
EA 1) Bramerton 1
EA 2) Bramerton 2

Of these four families, the origins of the
surnames in the case of the two West
Country
families,
seem
pretty
certain. Long ago Vernon Cory in a
feature article in the very first issue of
The Cory Society Newsletter (July,
1993), entitled ‘The Corys, where do they
come from?' drew attention to the modern
farm of West Curry in the Cornish parish
of Boyton. This had originally been
known as Great Cory, see also O J Padel
‘A Popular Dictionary of Cornish Place
Names’ (1988), page 76 who discusses
this name. Oliver Padel compared Cory
in Morwenstow; Cory and Coryton in

Finally there is one Northampton line
NH 1) with representatives in Norfolk
and Kent
To make matters more complicated, some
of these lines may not be 'ancient Cory'
lines at all: children may have been given
the Cory surname when their genetic
fathers were not in fact Corys, or they
may have taken the name Cory in adult
The Cory Society

The origin of the name CORY in Devon
and Cornwall .
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Devon and various places in Somerset
called Curry ('most have good early
spellings going back to a form Cory'.) It
seems highly likely then, as Vernon
suggested, that the southern West Country
Corys derived their name from West Curry/
Great Cory in Boyton parish. However,
Vernon went on to suggest that the
northern West Country Corys were a
branch of the same family. The DNA
now rules this out, so a new origin for the
name of this family must be sought. As it
happens, another place name, actually in
West Putford, immediately suggests itself.
J E B Gover, R Mawes and F M
Stenton,
’The
Place
Names
of
Devon’ (1931/2) p 160 has the following
entry under West Putford 'Cory’ is Curri in
1219 - situated in a 'little hollow opening
out from the valley of the Torridge'. The
compilers of the study make the suggestion
that the word might be connected with
the Welsh CEU- 'hollow' used in some
instances as a proper name. They conclude
that 'the term Cory might be used in the
first instance of a valley and then of a
stream flowing through it'. If there are
other distinct ancient Cory lines in Devon
and Cornwall, then they could derive from
other West Country Cory place names.
The origin of the name CORY in
Northampton and East Anglia.
The English Place Names Society volume
for Northamptonshire was published in
1933 and the first of a number of
projected volumes for Norfolk in 2002.
Neither contains 'Cory' place names that
might have given rise to 'Cory' surnames,
though in the case of East Anglia,
the possibility that there are such remains.
And of course the Northamptonshire and
Norfolk 'Cory' surnames could derive
from place names outside the relevant
counties - even theoretically outside
England (note The Cory Society
Newsletter
29
(December
2002),
The Cory Society

where Margaret Goffin in a note entitled
'French Connections' draws attention to a
place name in Brittany, Coray or Kore.
But does the surname have to derive from
a place name at all? The answer is of
course in theory 'no'. Surnames fall into a
number of categories: besides those
derived
from places,
there
are
nicknames often referring to physical
characteristics (Long, Brown, Strong
etc) which became associated with certain
families; 'patronymics' referring back to a
person's father (or ancestor) (Johnson,
McDonald, Fitzherbert, Powell =Ap
Howell); trade names (Carter, Smith,
Shepherd and so on). 'Cory' does not seem
to fit into any of these categories. Jean
Hayes in a note 'Communities,
Conundrums and Corys' on the Cory
weekend at Harpole (The Cory Society
Newsletter No 20, December 1999),
records how 'on our arrival Marilyn
shared a research piece which suggests
that
the
origin
of Corby, Northamptonshire, is the
Scandinavian word KORI and you can
guess how that is pronounced!' If a
Scandinavian personal name is one
element in the place name Corby, then
couldn't a Scandinavian personal name be
used as a surname?
(We should
remember too, for completeness, that
Charles Cory in the Cory Society
Newsletter No 21 April 2000 drew
attention to an Arab personal name
Khoury, meaning shepherd or farmer, and
suggested that it might have been brought
to the West Country by Phoenician
traders!). On the whole I think that a
personal name Kori on its own (rather
than as part of a patronymic) as the origin
of the Northamptonshire Cory surname
is perhaps unlikely, but I may well be
wrong!

Conclusions.
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The first priority is to establish what
the ancient Cory lines actually are and
to eliminate spurious lines deriving
from name changes and 'false
paternity'. The second is to locate
the geographical origins of these
ancient lines as far as this is possible.
A study of place names in these areas
may well then suggest the origin of the
names of these ancient lines, and in
fact as we have seen, in a couple of
cases this has already been done.
Where no place name is known to
exist in the right vicinity as
in Northamptonshire (but not yet in
Norfolk), other possibilities should be
explored, bearing in mind that 'Cory'
surnames could indeed derive from
place names but may have been
imported
from
outside
the
relevant county, or else may, as
Marilyn has suggested, be another
type of surname altogether.
STOP PRESS: DNA has now shown
that there is a link between the Corys
of Northampton and of Norfolk.

The Company of Cordwainers

Margaret Goffin

In 1493 in Leadenhall St, London, the
Crafts of Cordwainers, Curriours, and
Girdilers, requested ‘that no leather that
has been searched and marked be given to
one dwelling out of the City to ‘cory’ or
dress, but only to freemen curriers living
within the City and willing to work it at a
reasonable price.’ ('Folios 301 - 310: March
1492-3', Calendar of letter-books of the city of
London: L: Edward IV-Henry VII (1912), pp.
294-302).

The coat of Arms used by the Company of
Cordwainers
bears the motto
‘Corio et Arte’.
Cordwainers
were originally
workers
in
'cordwan', a type
of fine shoe
leather
which
takes its name
from the Spanish
town of Cordoba,
the main source
of such leathers
in
medieval
times; cobblers used secondhand leather.
The earliest reference to the trade in York
comes from the Freemens Rolls dating
from 1272 which lists over 200
Cordwainers. I suggested to Mark Hassall
that this could be a root of one of the Cory
names but his guess is that the trade name
from such workers would be Currier, rather
than Cory.
By chance, Mark Hassall’s great-greatgrandfather, William Cory, was a member
of the girdlers company!

The Cory Society
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Deal Corys: May and Baker Marriages

Fay Sampson Priestley

THOMAS
WILLIAM
ELIZABETH ANN MAY

CORY

and

Thomas William Cory was baptised
25th May 1832 in Deal. He was the child
of Richard Cory and Ann Langley. His
father was a gardener. In the 1841 census,
the family were living in Lower Street, in
Deal. Nine-year-old Thomas was the fifth
of eight siblings still at home. The eldest
boy had left. His father was a gardener and
previously had been a publican, but
Thomas became a boatman, eventually
owning his own lugger and becoming one
of the outstanding seamen on the East Kent
coast.
Deal Boatmen have a history both as
smugglers and as lifesavers. They saved
many lives when ships ran aground on the
Goodwin Sands, for there was no lifeboat
at Deal until 1865. The prizes for
salvaging were rich - awards of £130 and
£212 were typical of those made, which in
the 1850s and 1860s were enormous sums.
But times were often hard for the Deal
Boatmen. One of Thomas’s elder brothers,
Morris Clayson Cory, emigrated to New
Zealand in 1858. Two years later he
drowned, when a party of Deal boatmen
tried to rescue the crew of a schooner in a
gale. (See Newsletter no 26.)
Thomas has not been found in the 1851
census. He would have been 19 and like
his older siblings had left home. He served
in the Crimean War (1854-6), so it is
possible that in 1851 he was already
serving in the navy or army, perhaps
overseas. Deal men’s battle honours
included Alma, Inkerman and Sebastol.
Elizabeth Ann May came to Deal from the
Isle of Thanet, the north-east tip of Kent.
She was baptised on 22 Feb 1835, at Saint
John in Thanet, (Ramsgate). She was the
The Cory Society

daughter of William and Ann May. There
were Mays among the Deal boatmen.
Elizabeth and her family have not been
found in either the 1841 or the 1851
census. In the 1851 census for Ramsgate
there is a 13-year-old Eliza May, born in
Ramsgate, working as a servant to a
licensed victualler but neither the name
nor the age match closely.
Thomas and Elizabeth were married on
19th Oct 1857. The couple had nine
children baptised at St Andrew’s, Deal,
including Mary Ann Norris on 1 Dec 1858
of Peter Street and Sarah Sackett on 1 Feb
1861 of Bridge Row. Then a son, Thomas
Edward, was baptised on 3 Dec 1862
from Lower Street. but died soon after. His
death was registered in the first quarter of
1863. The family were moving house
every few years. Four more sons followed
before the next census; Richard William
on 31 Jan 1864 from Lower St; Edward
John on 8 Feb 1867 from 62, Lower St;
William Henry Worthington (Bill Cory’s
gt grandfather) on 15 Jan 1869 from 7,
Bulwark Row; Morris Henry on 5 Mar
1871 from 7 Bulwark Row. Two more
children were born, Harriet Annie (born 21
Aug 1873) baptised 10 Sep 1873 and a
second Thomas. Thomas Edwin was
baptised on 17 August 1876, from 78
Lower Street. This Thomas too died in the
first quarter of the following year.
In the 1881 census, Sarah has left home
and is a servant to Sarah C. Mason, a
widowed Annuitant, [pensioner] of 76, at
48 West St, Deal, daughter Mary was 22
and still at home, Richard at 17 was a
bricklayer’s labourer and the remaining
four were all scholars. It was in 1881 that
the Shipwrecked Mariners’ Association
awarded Thomas William Cory £2 2s 6d
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for the loss of the ‘Ellen’.
The Deal Maritime Museum has a
massive photograph of Thomas William
Cory with his family. Jean Nightingale,
daughter of Richard Cory, identifies them
for us as: Top Row (right to left). The
right hand figure is Grandfather who was
born in 1864, Richard William, who
married Jane Bushell Baker and was a

daughter] had a son before she died [of
TB], who was illegitimate, so Minnie took
the child over. **Uncle Lesley says this is
Sally.
Bottom Row. ***Morris married Maud
and lived in Princess Street and he was a
boatman. ***Uncle Lesley says this is his
father, William Worthington Cory.
Sarah Sackett Cory’s marriage is recorded
on 18 Aug 1888 at St Leonard, Deal. She
was married by banns to George Thomas
Norris, bachelor, 26, Whitesmith High St
Deal, son of Alfred Hadley Norris, a
whitesmith. Sarah Sackett Cory was
single, age 27, of High St, Deal, daughter
of Thomas William Cory, a waterman.
Thomas Cory, Edward John Cory, Harriet
Annie Cory and Emily Sarah Norris
witnessed their marriage.

Thomas Cory with his children, but there’s
some confusion over who is who! Not going
by their proper names adds to the confusion

bricklayer. *Edward (Ted) married Aunt
Annie who lived next door in Middle Deal
Road and he was a carpenter. Aunt Sally
married a publican and had the Deal Hoy
in Duke Street. William (Bill) was a
boatman. *Bill Cory’s uncle Lesley says
this is Morris, and Ted rather than Bill,
with Ann.
Second Row. Aunt Polly [Mary] and she
married a boatman. Great grandfather
Sarah Sackett Cory
Thomas William married Elizabeth Ann
née May. **Minnie [Harriet Annie]
married a Royal Marine and as they had The couple had the following children;
no children of their own, Ethel [Richard’s George Alfred, baptised 26 Mar 1891 of 2
The Cory Society
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Sandown Terrace; Herbert Edward, 19 Mar
1892 of Sandown Terrace; Arthur Henry
Murray, 21 Nov 1894 (born 21 Oct 1894)
of Deal Hoy, 16 Duke St, (father publican);
William Worthington Hadley James, 21
Aug 1896 of Deal Hoy, (father licensed
victualler); Sidney Charles, 10 Oct 1900 of
3 Waverley Terrace, Cannon St, (father
whitesmith). It seems that Sarah and
George took over Deal Hoy from her uncle
John Cory, who in the 1881 census was the
licensee, and John L Cory and his wife
Elizabeth were living with their
granddaughter Alice Dixon, 2 years old.
By the 1891 census, only one of Thomas
and Elizabeth’s adult children were left at
home. William H W Cory was 22 and a
general labourer. They were living in a 4roomed house at 78 High Street in Deal.
There is the burial of a probable grandson,
named after Thomas William: 8 Jul 1898
Thomas William George Cory, age 18
months, of Deal.Elizabeth Ann Cory died
in 1894. Thomas cannot be found in the
1901 census. His son Richard and his
family are also missing. It may be that
Thomas had moved in with them. Thomas
William Cory died on the 3 March 1914.
The East Kent Mercury records that he was
buried with full military honours in
acknowledgement of his service in the
Crimean War.

The Cory Society

RICHARD WILLIAM CORY and JANE
BUSHELL BAKER
Richard Cory’s wife, Jane Bushell Baker,
was born 1 March 1862 at 19 Griffin Street,
Deal. Her father was William Brett Baker,
boatman, and her mother Sarah Elizabeth
Baker, formerly Bushell, who registered the
birth with her mark X. Jane was baptised at
St George’s, Deal, 23 May 1862. Jane’s
mother died in the second quarter of 1869,
when Jane was seven. In 1871 Jane was
living at 159 Middle St, Deal, with her
widowed father and 13-year-old brother. The
Bakers were sharing the house with another
family.
In the 1881 census there is a Jane Bushell,
aged 19 and unmarried, at the Napier
Tavern, Beach Street, Deal. She is living
with, and working for, her uncle William
Bushell. William is both a boatman and a
publican, a frequent combination in Deal.
The ages of both fit perfectly with Jane
Bushell Baker and her uncle William J.
Bushell. The fact that Jane’s middle name
was the same as her uncle’s surname may
have confused the enumerator, who entered
it as her surname too. William and his wife
Zipporah had six children. Jane is an ‘Inn
Ser Assistant’. In the next generation, some
of her daughters worked as chambermaids
and waitresses at the Beach Hotel.

Richard Cory and Jane Baker were married
in Deal in January 1887. They appear to
have started their married life in
Littlebourne, just east of Canterbury, where
their first two children were born, William
Richard in 1887 and Jessie in 1888. In the
1891 census, they were back in Deal, where
the family were visitors at the home of
George and Sarah Norris, 96 Sandown
Terrace, Deal. Sarah is Richard’s sister,
formerly Sarah Sackett Cory. Sarah’s
husband was a blacksmith and they had a
daughter Ethel who was one year old.
Richard Cory became a builder and
decorator with his own firm. A street
continued
on page
14 living
directory of 1898 has
a Richard
Corey
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drinker she often had to go in the pub after
him, and shame him into giving her the
money to run the house on. Mother was
born in 2 Cannon Street and moved to 47
College Road then to Fernside, Middle
Deal Road and later to Wi Wurry in
Middle Deal Road.”
In the last quarter of 1907, Richard
married again. His second wife was a
widow, Caroline Finnis. Her previous
husband, William Finnis, was a painter
and paperhanger. In the 1901 census they
were living in Sandwich, but their older
children were born in Deal. The two men
may have worked together there.
In 1901 Caroline had five children. By
1907 Frank Finnis would have been 17,
Elsie and Maud 15, Albert 10 and Arthur
7. The house must have been very
crowded with all these stepbrothers and
stepsisters. Still more children were born
to Richard and Caroline.
Standing: Richard Cory, William.
Seated: Jess, Flo, Nell, Ethel, Jane with
Edith. Floor: Bert. This was taken before
Jean was born.

at 55 College Road, Deal. However, the
1901 census has a Richard Cory, age 36,
born Kent, Deal, Middlesex County,
living in Bromley, London, occupation,
labourer
in
Galannzzers
Yard.
Unfortunately the family cannot be found
in the 1901 census. By then, four more
children had been born; Florence
Elizabeth (Flo), 1893; Ellen Sarah (Nell),
1895; Ethel Annie, 1898; Herbert George
(Bert) was born in 1899. Edith Maud was
born on 12 Dec 1901.
The last child was Jane, born in 1905.
Nine days later, her mother, Jane Bushell
Cory, died. Little Jane was always known
as Jean. Jean Cory’s daughter, Rosemary,
said: “When Jane Bushell Cory died Aunt
Jess took over the running of the
household and as Grandfather was a
The Cory Society

The marriage was not a success. Caroline
left, taking with her the children of her
first marriage and those she had had with
Richard. To this day, there are descendants
of the two branches of this family in Deal,
who meet in the street but do not speak.
Jess took over the housekeeping again.
Early in 1915 she married Edward Joseph
Hopper. He and Richard lived next door to
each other and went into business
together. Richard drank the proceeds and
the firm went downhill. For a short while,
the housekeeping fell to Flo, but she
married Albert Ratcliffe a few months
after Jess’s wedding.
By now World War I had broken out and
three of the family were directly involved.
The eldest son William joined the Navy
and was torpedoed in HMS Vanguard in
July 1917. His name is recorded on the
Commonwealth war memorial site: In
Memory of WILLIAM RICHARD CORY

April 2008

Newsletter No 45 Page 13

Petty
Officer
237154.
H.M.S.
Participants:
"Vanguard.", Anne
RoyalBedford-Groom,
Navy, who diedIdaonBrenda & Roger Miller. [13] Mark
&
Peter Birch,
Marilyn
Colin
Monday,
9th July
1917.&Age
29.Cory,
PettyHassall [Friday only] Tricia & Graham
Win
and
Fred
Cory,
Bill
Cory,
Jean
Officer Cory was the son of RichardWhite [Sunday only] [total 16].
Hayes,
& PaulCory,
Holloway,
William Rosemary
and Jane Bushell
of Deal.
Remembered with honour CHATHAM
NAVAL MEMORIAL, Kent.
Panel
Number 21. (See Newsletter no 25.)
Bert, seated on the floor in the photo, was
a soldier. He was gassed and was ill for
the rest of his life. Ethel joined the
WAAC. She had a son, Norman, while she
was still in her teens but died of TB,
unmarried, in 1923. In her final months
she was pushed about the town in a basket
wheelchair. Her son was brought up by her
Aunt Minnie and her husband, who had no
children of their own.
Richard called the house in Middle
Deal Road, which he built for his
family, ‘Wi-Wurry’. He continued to
drink. There is a story that he left the
pub drunk one night and fell into the
gutter. A man helped him up and
asked him where he lived. “WiWurry”, replied Richard. “No, we
have to get you home. What’s your
address?” But all Richard could repeat
was “Wi-Wurry”.
Nell and Edie were working as hotel
waitresses. It fell to the youngest, Jean,
to keep house. Nell married Frank
Vidler and went to live in St Leonardson-Sea in Sussex. Bert, married Sarah
Teresa (Rose) Freegrove in 1925. Jean
fell in love with a Yorkshire miner,
Ronald Nightingale, who worked in
the Betteshanger pit, which ran under
the Channel. Miners were looked down
on in Deal and Richard would have
nothing to do with Ron. Jean left home
to marry him.

Richard Cory (1864-1939)

help her father by cleaning out the houses
he built after they were decorated. She had
a long-term courtship with the Royal
Marine bandsman, Edmar Sampson, who
was supporting his widowed mother. They
did not marry until Edmar was posted to
Plymouth in 1930. Edmar said that they

Edith Cory, Deal waitress, at one time entertained

Edie was the only daughter left at home. the rest of the staff by dancing the Charleston on a
As well as keeping house, she used to table top.
The Cory Society
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had a policeman stationed outside the
church during the wedding, in case her
father cut up rough at losing his last
daughter.
Richard died in 1939.

Fay is a well-known author who writes
under her maiden name of Fay Sampson.
No surprise then, that since she became
interested in family history, she has
written ‘In the Blood’, a mystery for adults
about a woman researching her family
history who finds out more than she
wanted to! See www.faysampson.co.uk

MEMBERSHIP NEWS

BIRTH:

We are still getting over it all.”

Galilea Amaris Birch born on 11 December

DEATH:

2007, second daughter of Paul and Juliana,
sister for Miranda and fourth grandchild of
Peter and Ida Birch.

CORY Gillian M. (nee Sherwood)
Peacefully at home in St. Issey. Beloved
wife of Richard, much loved mother of
James and Joanna and devoted granny of
Pippa, Rosie and Morwenna, Amy and
Genevieve Erin Cory, daughter of J ohn
Emma. The funeral service was at St. Issey
and Sonia, and granddaughter of Pam and
Parish Church, Wednesday, 19 March at
Don Cory of Australia, born on 4th July
2.30 p.m. followed by private interment.
2007, and on the same day another
Immediate family flowers only. Donations
granddaughter announced her
in lieu for Cancer Research U.K.and
MacMillan Cancer Support c/o R J Bray &
Son, Funeral Directors, Bridge Road,
ENGAGEMENT: Kimberley Jade
Daniels, to Rodney Darwin. Kimber ley is Wadebridge, PL27 6BX.
the daughter of Desiree and Colin. Pam,
The American Cory Family Society have
who is our Australian co-ordinator, says
“We have had a busy year so far. Don and I invited our members to their 2008 AGM
both turned 70 in January and we have just to be held at Fredericton, New Brunswick,
returned from a cruise. We flew to Perth in Canada on September 24th - 28th (Wed Western Australia and were supposed to go Sun). For more details contact Beth McReato Bali and then to Broome from where we dy.
would fly to Darwin but there was a big
cyclone near Broome and we had to sail out
into the Indian Ocean to avoid it. It got a
little rough but not too bad. We had to go
back to Perth and fly home via Adelaide.
The Cory Society
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:

Officers: Chairman

General enquiries e-mail: cory@one-name.org

Mark Hassall,

Hon. Secretary
Jean Hayes,
and Contact for Links and Publicity
Treasurer

Paul Holloway,

Ex Officio Archivist and
Devon/Cornwall/S.Wales Co-ordinator

Ida Birch,

Editor, Webmaster,DNA Co-ordinator
and Deputy Norfolk Co-ordinator

Margaret Goffin,

Others:-

Rosemary Holloway,

Honorary Founder Archivist

Michael R. Cory,

Kent Co-ordinator and Publications

William Cory,

Northants Co-ordinator Marilyn Cory,
Australian Co-ordinator Pam Cory,
Membership Secretary Rosemary Gitsham,

The Cory Society does not agree necessarily with the statements and opinions in this publication

