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Edith Mary Blake (Edie) was born on Christmas Eve 1907 at Manley Farm, Uplowman, 
to Mary-Jane and William Blake.  She was brought up at Halberton where her parents 
lived first at Wallands Cottages and then at Cordwents Farm.   
 

 Edith, with her 
daughter, 
grandchildren, 
great 
grandchildren 
and great niece. 
 

Left to right.  
Nicky and Will 
Hayes, Eleanor 
Sanderson  
(Great niece) 
Emily Hall, Jean 
Hayes, Edith 
Cory, Ben and 
Simon Hayes, 
Max and Rachel 
Hall.   
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After a brief period working in London, 
Edie returned to Halberton where she met 
her future husband, Herbert Charles 
Cory.  They were married on 20 
December 1928 at Holsworthy Methodist 
Church and farmed at Gratton Hill Farm, 
Milton Damerel, until September 1945.  
Their daughter Jean was born there in 
1938. 
 
After Edie’s father retired from farming, 
Edie and Bert took over Cordwents Farm 
where they remained until their 
retirement in 1966.  Edie enjoyed 
Halberton Women’s Institute and Bert 
played in the Institute Skittles Team. 
 
After a short time at newly built Court 
Way, Sampford Peverell, they moved to a 
bungalow at Longmeadow, Tiverton, in 
January 1969.  In later life Bert was 
visited by Reverend Pinches from 
Tiverton Baptist Church and then Edie 
continued attending services and the very 
enjoyable ‘In Touch’ Group.   
 
Edie’s siblings of the Blake family 
farmed around Tiverton and in 
retirement, most have moved into the 
town.  The family have always given 
great support and companionship. Edie’s 
husband Bert died in 1981.   Brother 
Ernest, a builder, moved to Street, 
Somerset but often visited until his death 
in 1998. Sister Nora, a District Nurse at 
Tiverton for many years, died in 2001.  
Earlier this year her brother, Harold, died.  
However, four of the family remain – 
Winifred, Joyce, Roland and Edie.  Joan 
and Gerald Howe from Sampford 
Peverell continue the link on Bert’s 
sister’s side of the family. 
 
Edie’s daughter Jean taught and lived in 
London until a recent move to Surrey.  
She has two children, Simon and Rachel, 
who live nearby.  Edie is delighted by 
four great-grandchildren, Max, Ben, 

Emily and Will. 
 
Edie has just moved to Somerville 
Residential Home, Somerville Road, 
Willand.  A party to celebrate a Hundred 
Years  was arranged for family and close 
friends on 24th November. 
  

Four generations.  
 

Unfortunately Rachel’s husband, Justin Hall, 

could not be with us due to his father’s illness. 
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As a five year old I lived with my Mum, 
Dad and baby brother John in Hendon, 
London. We lived in a first floor flat, 
near Hendon aerodrome which the 
Germans targeted. I used to tell my 
Mum I heard the air raid siren go off, 
just so she would let me get up and sit 
with her and baby John. One particular 
night, I really did hear the siren, and as I 
sat with them there was a tremendous 
bang, soot came down the chimney and 
the lights went out.  Mum said that a 
bomb had been dropped close by.   
 
My poor Mum, on her own with us, had 
to struggle out and we were taken to a 
rest centre. I can remember lying on the 
floor with loads of other people in the 
rest centre. Dad drove for the Ministry 
of Defence and was away from home 
that night and when he arrived back next 
day he was shocked to see all the glass 
and brick dust all over my bed.  Had 
Mum not let me get up, I probably 
wouldn’t be here, to tell my story. 
 
Later on I remember the doodlebugs 
going over with all the searchlights 
pointed up towards the sky, and going 
into an Anderson shelter in the garden, 
whenever there was an air raid. Then in 
the day time, watching the doodlebugs 
going overhead, feeling safe as long as 
they still made a noise.  
 
I remember too, singing Ten Green 
Bottles in the school air raid shelter 
when there was an air raid and sweet 
parcels from Australia sent to the school.  
I can remember Mum cutting up a Mars 
bar and giving us a slice each because 

sweets were rationed.  
 
When my husband Doug was a boy, a 
bomb landed in the hall of his house, 
whilst he, along with his family, were 
hiding under the stairs.  Luckily the 
bomb didn’t go off, because Doug and I 
married in 1955 and we have 2 children, 
9 grandchildren and 6 great 
grandchildren. 
 
Sylvia is also on  page 15 with her cousins. 

My War 
Sylvia Fry   

My father, Jack Denny, uncle Bob and 
auntie Violet Wells holding me, and her 
sister, my mother Flo (née Burrell Cory).  
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Norfolk News 
Norfolk Co-ordinator 

 

If you think of Norfolk, you might presume it 
is a quiet county. It is relatively quiet where 
present day Norfolk Corys are concerned 
and I don’t come across many. It’s  not 
often I find a Cory in the local papers 
either, so I was sure to notice the following 
story. 
 
Norfolk Pastor Unrepentant! 
 
Angela Cory and her friend were walking 
their dogs along the beach at Gorleston in 
October and came across 59 large plastic 
lemonade bottles washed up on a 20m 
stretch of the beach.  Each bottle contained 
a religious message, printed in English. 
After picking up all of the bottles, an 
indignant Angela contacted the local 
newspaper, suggesting that this method of 
spreading the word, whilst also polluting 
our seas with rubbish, was inadvisable. 
Equally outraged replies from those against 
dog walkers in general and particularly 
those whose dogs fouled beaches followed. 
 
The Norfolk Pastor who had prepared the 
messages was traced and was unrepentant. 
Apparently the Pastor and his wife had been 
throwing bottles containing Christian 
messages off Gorleston pier for over a 
decade,  hoping to reach foreign shores, and 
it was the first time they had returned to the 
resort. The bottles were sent on their way 
with a prayer, usually at night, and although 
they had only had one reply in all the years 
they had been doing it, they had not been 
discouraged. His wife said that she was 
saddened by the response, for as a child she 
had always dreamed of finding a message in 
a bottle.  
 
And another story about a church only a 
few miles away.... 
 

Runham Church Restored. 
 
In the 1930’s, the medieval church fell into 
disuse, and though never declared 
redundant, it was closed as a place of 
worship in 1968. It was in a sorry state 
when it appeared in the 1974 Christmas 
special of Some Mothers Do ‘Ave ‘Em, in 
which Michael Crawford bursts through a 
hole in the roof while playing the angel 
Gabriel in a nativity play. Now the 
restoration project of the last 12 years has 
brought the church into use again with three 
services a month although more needs to be 
done. 
 
So when I met the churchwarden a few 
months ago in the churchyard, I could 
hardly complain about the overgrown 
graves. I was trying to  photograph the 
grave of Robert Cory (1747-1840) and his 
wife Esther (1753-1841) who were buried 
there, but I was not prepared for ivy 
growing out of the lid of the cracked vault! 
Their son Samuel Barnett Cory had applied 
unsuccessfully to have their vault inside the 
church in 1841. He was a solicitor, clerk to 
the magistrates of the Petty Sessions for 
East and West Flegg Hundreds and clerk to 
the House of Industry.  
 
The churchwarden offered to check the 
church’s burial records for the Cory name 
and later sent me three names, Robert aged 
92, Esther aged 88, and Samuel himself, 
who was buried on 26 Oct 1876 aged 80. 
(Norfolk Corys Table A14 ) 
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Thomas, the youngest son, married Lucilia 
Sanders in 1858 in England, and emigrated 
to Canada in 1861. They settled in the 
Township of Clark near Port Hope, and the 
White relatives. Their family of three sons 
and two daughters -- Selena, Fredrick, 
William, Milton and Emma were all born 
in Canada.  Although they lost a son and 
daughter in England [two infant sons are 
buried in Milton Damerel churchyard] and 
an infant son here.  Their daughter Emma 
passed away aged eight, and is buried in 
Ontario. 
 
They resided in this area for 12 years, 
before moving to the County of Huron, 
Tuckersmith Township, 5 1/2 miles east of 
Clinton, almost midway to Seaforth.  After 
farming there for seven years, Thomas and 
his family moved to Manitoba in early May 
1880.  They traveled by train via London, 
Ontario to Grand Haven, where they 
crossed Lake Michigan to Milwaukee, then 
up through Minnesota to Winnipeg.  Here 
they purchased a tent, yolk of oxen, 
harness, wagon (with a spring seat) lumber, 
walking plow and stove. 
 
Rev. Joshua Elliott was purchasing supplies 
in Winnipeg to return to his homestead.  So 
Thomas made arrangements for Fred (15 

years of age) to go with him and drive their 
team of oxen with supplies. On May 4th 
four teams and wagons, manned by Joe 
Townsend, Albert E. Rome, J. Elliott and 
young Fred, started on their journey via 
Portage La Prairie, crossing the 
Assiniboine River by ferry boat, oxen, 
horses and two cows swimming across. 
 
After four days, Thomas, Lucilia, sons 
William and Milton and daughter Selena 
traveled by stern-wheel steamer to Mairs 
Landing, taking the stove and plow with 
them.  On each Sabbath day they held 
camp, and finally, nearly a month after 
their arrival in Winnipeg they reached the 
settlement where Richard was established.  
There was much merriment, singing and 
shouting, and after partaking of the 
breakfast Gus had prepared for all, Rev. 
Joshua Elliott read a passage of scriptures 
from the Bible, and offered a prayer of 
thanksgiving.  Richard and sons, Thomas 
and family ate their meals together, and all 
slept in tents. 
 
In June 1880 Richard planted their first 
field of wheat and Fred harrowed it.  The 
crop yielded 35 bushels to the acre, and 
was a fine sample.  To thresh the grain a 
platform was built of poles flattened on one 

Cory Pioneers in Canada  (Part 2) 

Thomas – after 19 years in Ontario - joins brother Richard in Manitoba.  
as written by Canadian, Doreen M Rodgers.  

  Born Died Buried 

 THOMAS CORY 1834 1915 Methven 

        = Lucilia Sanders in 1858 1838 1914 Methven 

 Selina 1863 1941  

 Fredrick (Fred) 1865 1958 Methven 

 Emma 1869 1877  

 William (Will) 1874 1972 Minnewawa 

 Milton 1879 1971 Methven 

 Two sons who died young are commemorated in    

Any [ ] in the following text have been added by Ida Birch. 
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side, and a homemade flail was used. On 
windy days it was tossed in the air by scoop 
shovel to clean it of chaff.  This grain was 
hauled to Brandon for sale, receiving 35 
cents a bushel, which included hauling and 
dockage. 
 
On June 5th 1880, they planted their first 
potatoes. By September they began 
erecting their homes, made of planks and 
lumber. Thomas and Richard built a stable 
16 by 22 feet, and so progress began.  Later 
in the year, Richard went east for his wife 
Mary-Anne and family. On their return trip 
they met Mr. and Mrs. William Mooney 
and daughter Nellie, who became the 
famous author "Nellie McLung".  Richard's 
son Bill often told of carrying wee Nellie 
on his back, and swimming across the river. 
 
Richard homesteaded the Northwest 
quarter of Section 19, Township 7 and 
Range 17 and filed his claim in June 1882. 
He pre-empted the S.W. q of 19,7,17 and 
filed claim in January 1884.  Bill 
homesteaded the S.E. q of 24,7,18 and filed 
claim in July 1881.  Dick homesteaded the 
N.E. q of 24,7,18 and filed claim in July 
1881.  Gus homesteaded S.E. q of 27,7,18 
and filed claim in August 1882. Thomas 
homesteaded S.W. q 30,7,17 and filed his 
claim in June 1881.  He pre-empted the 
N.W. q 30,7,17 and filed claim in 1885.  
All of this property with the exception of 
S.E. q 27,7,18 and S.W. q 19,7,17 remains 
in the Cory name, owned by Dion, 
grandson of Richard, and Dennison, 
grandson of Thomas. 
According to our records this area was 
known as "Souris Plains”, later "Souris 
City” and now Chesley School District. 
There had been a wrangle over the 
government’s agreement with the Canadian 
Pacific Railway, giving them every other 
section 20 miles either side of the track. 
This settlement lay in that area.  However, 
the first election was on, and Clifford 
Sifton's father was one of the candidates.  

He promised to "fix” things if elected 
which he did. 
 
A nearly fatal accident occurred when they 
were storing grain in the loft of their barn. 
The floor began to give way with the extra 
weight, and Thomas and a neighbor 
attempted to brace it from below.  They 
were unsuccessful, and it collapsed, 
burying the two men.  When Thomas was 
rescued it was discovered he had a broken 
leg.  Bill Noble was nearly smothered.  But 
with their ingenuity, he recovered, 
unharmed.  Richard, who was standing near 
the door had a broken bone in his shoulder.  
But Thomas's leg never healed properly, 
causing great distress, resulting in his 
having to use a cane for the remainder of 
his life. 
 
We are told the homes of Richard and 
Thomas were stopping places for many 
settlers on their way west, or when hauling 
grain.  Missionaries of any creed found a 
welcome in their homes, and many church 
services were held at "The Corys" until the 
school was built in 1882. 
 
Mary Anne was a midwife, and many 
expectant mothers were comforted to know 
she would be available when needed.  As 
there were no undertakers outside of 
Winnipeg or Brandon, Thomas was often 
called upon to officiate in this capacity.  
Lucilia was always available in times of 
sickness, suffering or bereavement.  No one 
left her home without partaking of a "bite 
to eat" regardless of how humble, or 
meagre it may have been. 
 
Their quaint English accent was the topic 
of much merriment, and many tales were 
told of the good times held in their humble 
surroundings among friends.  They were 
members of the Methodist Church, which 
they helped to build and maintain.  In 1925 
when many churches joined as one, their 
descendants became active members of the 
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United Church.  They assisted in the 
music, as choir members, soloists and 
organists, as well as members of the 
Ladies' Aid, later the W. A. (Women's 
Association) and now the U.C.W. (United 
Church Women).  They acted as Trustees 
of the church, Stewards and Elders, 
Secretaries and Sunday School Teachers. 
 
Richard's sons Bill, Dick, and Harry 
(Hank) and Thomas's sons Fred, Will and 
Milt made farming their life's occupation, 
living within a radius of approximately 
three or four miles of each other.  Gus 
went to work for the C.P.R. in 1881, and 
by 1887 sold his homestead and made 
railroading his life work.  He spent most 
of his adult life in Medicine Hat, Alberta, 
where he raised his family, and where he 
and his wife Maud are buried.  Molly 
never married.  Selena and her husband 
Arthur Kelly resided in Brandon, and 
operated the Kelly House.  From there 
they moved to Estevan, Goodwater and 
later Hardy, Saskatchewan, operating a 
general store in each town.  They raised 
their family there, and are buried in 
Ceylon Cemetery. 
 
Richard, Mary Anne and their children, 
Molly, William and his wife Annie, 
Richard and wives Sarah and Eliza, 
William and wife Margaret, (son and 
daughter-in-law of Thomas and Lucilia) 
are buried in Minnewawa Cemetery.  
Thomas, Lucilia and their children, 
Fredrick and wife Maude; Milton and wife 
Katherine; Elizabeth (Dauncy) Cory - and 
Richard's son Henry and wife Henrietta 
are buried in Methven Cemetery. 
 
Although their descendants numbering 
between 300 to 400 have scattered the 
length and breadth of the North American 
Continent, the greatest number still reside 
in Manitoba, centred around Wawanesa 
and Nesbitt. 
 

Each generation has worked diligently in 
all community affairs. Nearly all were 
keenly interested in the governments of 
our country - municipal, provincial and 
federal and have been predominantly 
supporters of the Liberal party but have 
been known to switch allegiance at times. 
 
Sports have also been part of the Cory's 
lifestyle, particularly baseball, and curling 
in recent years.  None has acquired any 
great fame and fortune, but better still 
have been good citizens of their 
communities, faithful to their country and 
flag, and proud to be Canadians. 
 
 

Membership Renewals are due at the 
end of this month. Please make a real 
effort to send your subscription to our 
membership secretary immediately. I 
know it is a busy month but unless you 
do it now, the enclosed form will be put 
away with the newsletter and forgotten. 
(I know, I’ve done it! Ed. ) Many thanks 
and Happy Christmas from everyone on 
the Cory Society Committee. 



Two Surprise Cory 
References Found in 

Cambridge 

 

The Cory Society      December  2007  Newsletter No 44  Page 8 

 

 

A Plot of Land Near Lollards Pit 
Margaret Goffin 

In September 1766 Robert Osborne and 
his wife Susanna signed a mortgage 
settlement with John Marston, a soap 
boiler, for £450 for a malthouse built on 
a piece of  land. In a second document 
Robert Osborne was firmly bound to 
John Marston for £900 for which he had 
to make payment by the 29 March at or 
within the bounds of St Andrews church, 
Norwich. But by June 1768, Mr Osborne, 
a bankrupt, had died. His assignees, 
Samuel Clarke, a warehouseman and 
Richard Ellis, a woolfactor, consented to 
sign over Osborne’s estate and effects for 
the remainder of the term of 1000 years 
in trust to attend the inheritance to Arthur 

Cory of Norwich, a baker, and Davy 
Postle of Norwich, beer brewer, Mr 
Cory’s trustee. 

Arthur Cory’s name alongside Davy 
Postle’s helped place Arthur’s lineage.  
We have in our records, Arthur Cory 
who married Mary Postle, a single 
woman of the parish of St Augustine, in 
1758, at St Stephens in Norwich, 
witnessed by Margaret Postle & John 
Rookwood.  She was 23 and he was 22, a 
baker. They were married by licence and 
the bondsman was David Postle of 
Norwich. The IGI lists a Mary as 
daughter of Davy Postle and Mary 
Empereur. So it appears that Arthur Cory 
went into this property deal with his 
father-in-law. I also found that when 
Arthur Cory was made a Freeman of 
Norwich on 21 Sep 1757 (Norwich 
Freemen 1752-1981 by S & K Howell) 
his trade was a baker, “at John Wright as 
to David Postle.” Arthur Jas Corey was 
apprenticed in 1750 as a baker to Jn 
Wright of Norwich for £10.10s.0d and 
was made a Freeman when his 
apprenticeship was completed.  Arthur 
Cory was baptised at Earlham in 
Norwich in 1735, the son of James Cory 
(1687-1764) and Susanna Ling (English 
Corys A1 NM4a). Arthur and his wife 
Mary had 10 children between 1761 and 
1772 but only 3 survived. 

Arthur had suffered during the corn riots 
in Norwich in 1766 (Cory Newsletter No 
25) but must have gone into this new 
venture with great expectations. Perhaps 
he felt that his business troubles during 
the Corn Riots were over, because in the 
September of 1768, he and Samuel Pye 
took out a mortgage of £400 plus interest 
with the Reverend Richard Bumfrey, in 

A section from a Norwich map dated 1789 
 showing Bishopsgate Bridge and the plot  

next to the river Wensum inside circle.  
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later documents recorded as Humphrey, 
for the dwelling-house, malthouse and 
hereditamounts. However, on 9 October 
1776 Arthur Cory, by direction of the 
Trustees for his creditors, signed a 
document releasing the dwelling house, 
and malthouse over to Roger Kerrison* for 
a year. Another document for the 
following day listed those involved, for 
the first part, Arthur Cory, for the second, 
Isaac Jackson, beer brewer, and John 
Wagstaff, flour merchant, and for the third 
part, Roger Kerrison for payment towards 
debts of £400 plus interest owed to Rev 
Humphrey. 

I searched the weekly paper, The Norwich 
Mercury, for the weeks preceding October 
1776 and found a total of six other malting 
properties for sale. I expected to find a 
bankruptcy notice but found instead a 
notice for the sale by auction of the 
property in two issues for September. The 
sale was to be held on the 28th September 
“at the house of Jonathon Gleed, being the 
Rose Tavern in St Michael at Plea, 
Norwich, between the hours of four and 
five in the afternoon.” It was described as 
“A large and commodious Malting Office, 
situated by the river just without Bishop 
Gates in Norwich, with a 60 comb steep 
large corn chamber, spouts to convey the 
malt immediately out of the malt rooms 
into keel, and a convenient dwelling house 
for a maltser adjoining to it.  For further 
particulars apply to Mr Isaac Jackson, at 
Lakenham or at his brewing office in 
Conisford Street, or of Mr John Wagstaffe, 
baker, in St Mary’s Parish at Norwich.”  
Isaac Jackson, beerbrewer, went bankrupt 
himself in 1787 and lost his land at 
Lakenham and Crownthorpe. 

The bundle of documents recorded other 
changes of ownership for this riverside 
property until 1809, when Norwich City 
Council recorded the plot of land as 
“disused”. It didn’t seem to bring good 

fortune to those who had businesses on it. 
The property was described as “next to a 
close called Lollards Pit, containing in 
length next to the King’s Highway, thirty 
eight yards and next to the common 
stream or river thirty nine yards at the 
north east next to the passage and 
watering place under the wall of Bishop 
Bridge, twenty three yards at south west 
end next to the meadows and twenty seven 
yards according to the manor of Thorpe 
Hamlet. This latter part had lately been 
seized by Thomas de Vere as Lord of the 
Manor for want of a tenant.”  

The location of Lollards Pit is marked 
today by a blue sign on a public house 
opposite Bishopsgate Bridge.  In Norwich, 
the site chosen for the execution of 
heretics was a large chalk pit dug into the 
hills nearly opposite Bishopsgate Bridge. 
The pit was owned by the church and held 
by the Bishop of Norwich. The pit was 
created  when chalk was dug out from 
there to provide 
foundations for the 
nearby cathedral. It 
was also just outside 
the city walls, and 
therefore a good place 
to dispose of those who 
had been cast out by 
the Church. On the other side of the road, 
on the riverbank, is another plaque. It hails 
the executed as martyrs, naming up to a 
dozen who died so horribly centuries ago 
under the statute De Heretico Comburendo 
(The Necessity of Burning Heretics) 
passed by King Henry IV in 1401.  

In the mid-16th century religious 
intolerance and persecution had reached 
frenzied proportions and under Mary 
Tudor, Protestants and Lollards were put 
to death by fire all over the country. Old 
prints of Norwich show Lollards Pit as “…
the place where men are customably 
burnt…”  and the Norwich author, George 
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Borrow, writing in the 19th century, 
captured something of the horror of this 
grisly spot  “… many a saint of God has 
breathed his last beneath that white 
precipice, midst flame and pitch; many a 
grisly procession has advanced… …across 
the old bridge towards the Lollards 
hole...”  Long after the pit had ceased to 
be used for executions it was considered 
an evil place and was avoided if possible 
by travellers, although by the 19th century 
the site had become a camping ground for 
gypsies. Today, all traces of it are gone, 
the site occupied by a pub and car park on 
Norwich’s busy Riverside Road, and a 
large gasholder dominates the area on the 
hill.  

Nothing remains either of the buildings on 
the plot of land for which Arthur Cory 
paid such a high price. The plot itself has 
shrunk, eaten away by road widening and 
improvements to the river bank. And 

Arthur Cory has vanished too, at least for 
the present time. He didn’t end up in 
Norwich Castle as a debtor and his death 
has not been found. * I did find another 
Cory - Kerrison link; children of Moses 
Cory and Mary Kerrison baptised at 
Lingwood between 1795 and 1799 and a 
marriage of Lavinia Cory and Robert 
Kerrison at Witton by Blofield in 1791. 
Coincidence? 

 

 

Bishopsgate Bridge today, with the remainder of the plot on the right. 
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I have been corresponding with Richard 
Huggett about his Cory ancestors and he 
gave me information on a Cory who was 
a waterman. This reminded me that I had 
a previous enquiry from Jim Sheppard 
about Henry Cory who was a waterman 
in London.  Jim turned out to be also a 
contact of Richard’s and an exchange of 
information between us commenced and 
made me wonder, just what was a 
waterman? 

For as long as London has existed, there 
has been a need to carry passengers and 
goods up and down and across the River 
Thames. The Corporation of London 
attempted licensing boats on the river as 
early as 1193 and the next surviving 
record comes in 1514. In that year, 
Parliament introduced an act to regulate 
the fares charged by London Watermen. 
It seems to have been a fairly rough 
trade, and it has been recorded that 
watermen, once safely away from the 
banks, sometimes threatened to tip their 
unfortunate passengers into the river 
unless more money was paid. A further 
Act of 1555 led to the foundation of the 
Company of Watermen and the 
introduction of apprenticeships on the 
river. To be an apprentice, a boy had to 
be between the ages of 14 and 20, and 
produce a recognised affidavit or details 
of his baptism. He was bound to a 
recognised master who was responsible 
for housing, clothing, feeding and 
training the boy. After 2 years training, 
the boy and master had to satisfy the 
Company of the boy's competence, 
before a provisional licence was issued. 
After a further 5 years, the boy was 
examined by the Company again, and if 
successful, gained his 'freedom', a full 

licence to work on the river as a 
waterman. Lightermen, who worked on 
cargo boats rather than passenger 
vessels, joined their Watermen 
colleagues in 1700 and the Company of 
Watermen & Lightermen came into 
existence and still plays its part today. 

The demand for the services of watermen 
declined as more bridges were built over 
the Thames, but Lightermen became 
busier and busier. So important to the 
flow of business on the river, the 
Company officials, their servants and 
ferrymen were protected from the 
Impress, and these protections for the 
period 1803-1810 can be seen at the 
Guildhall Library  (MS8910). Each entry 
gives name, age, address, physical 
descriptions, such as complexion, hair 
colour, height and any identifying marks, 
date of start of protection and date of 
resignation and reason. 
 
Henry Cory‘s apprentice affidavit said 
that he was baptised on 29 December 
1794 at Cranworth, Norfolk. 
Unfortunately this document does not 
record parents, only place and date of 
birth and baptism and although we have 
several Corys in our archives from that 
village in Norfolk, I did not find Henry’s 
baptism in the Cranworth parish records.  
Jim says that  he has since discovered 
that Henry was the illegitimate son of 
Mary Cory of Cranworth and suspects 
that she was the daughter of John and 
Frances Corey baptised at East 
Tuddenham in 1777. 
  
Master Thomas Corson  took on Henry 
Cory as an apprentice in 1809 at 
Wapping. Henry gained his freedom in 
1816 and then as some might say, gave 

The Watermen 
Margaret Goffin 
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up his freedom to marry Sarah Ellis at 
Northfleet in Kent in February 1816. 
Their first child, Sarah Matilda, was 
baptised 27 Dec 1816 at Gravesend, Kent. 
On the Docklands parish records site, All 
Saints Poplar Parish Register 1813-1857, 
lists Henry Edward, born 1825, and 
Caroline, born 1828, as children of Henry 
and Sarah Cory. In the Heads of 
Household only Parish Return of 1831 for 
Poplar - there is the following entry: 
COREY - Hy. of Folly Wall - a waterman 
is found, living in a dwelling of 6 persons 
(2 male and 4 females) (Peter De Ath 
EoLFHS). When Henry Cory, died aged 
45 on 2 Nov 1839 at Folly House, 
Blackwall, his occupation on the death 
certificate was waterman and cause of 
death was Delerium Tremens.  
 
Robert Samuel Cory was baptised son of 
Henry (labourer of Purfleet) and Sarah 
Cory on 22 Apr 1832 at Aveley. Robert 
Samuel Cory was bound in 1845 at 
Shadwell to William Jacob Corsan and 
given his freedom in 1855. His sworn 
affidavit says he was born 13 Nov 1830, 
and baptised 22 Apr 1832 at Aveley, 
Essex.    
 
The Census for 1841 at Barrack and 
Ordinance Buildings, Purfleet within the 
walls, shows Robert Cory, 10, not born in 
the county with no other Corys listed 
nearby. No occupation was given for 
Robert. He was living next to John 
Orford, 65, labourer, and Mary Orford, 
60, also both not born in the county. Were 
they relatives? Purfleet Garrison was built 
to service 5 powder magazines, arising 
from concern that powder stored at 
Woolwich presented a potential danger to 
London.  The magazines could house 
50,000 barrels of gunpowder. 
 
 When he was old enough Henry Edward 
Cory went to Wapping and was bound to 

Master Thomas Corsan in 1841, served 
his apprenticeship and was given his 
freedom in 1848. Five years later Henry 
Edward took on Thomas Corsan, who was 
probably related to his previous master, as 
his apprentice. In Kellys Post Office 
London Directory of 1853, the list of 
Lightermen gives Thomas and 
Christopher Corsan as carriers of 
gunpowder.  
 

In the 1861 census Robert Cory, 31, born 
Poplar, Middlesex, was living at 9 
Norfolk Street, Poplar, in the Borough of 
Tower Hamlets, with his wife Phoebe neé 
Mackey, 29, born Erith, Kent. They 
married in the June quarter of 1853 
(Dartford 2a 339). They had two children 
in the 1861 census, Caroline E, 7, born at 
Erith and Harriet E, 4, born in Poplar. By 
1871 the family had moved to 1 Norfolk 
Street,  and had three more children all 
born in Poplar; Phoebe, 11; Robert Jno, 7; 
William, 2. Another son George was born 
in Poplar in 1873. In the 1881 census, at 1 
Norfolk Street, Robert 55, was now a 
Waterman and Lighterman, as was his son 
17  
year old Robert, and Robert’s wife, 
Phoebe 49, with William, 12 and George, 
8. 
 
I found Phoebe, 59, in the 1891 census 
living with her son-in-law Robert 
Runham,  
 
 
30, and his son Charles W. 6, with her son  
George, 18, marked as brother-in-law.  
 
Phoebe’s daughter, Harriet, had married 
Charles Runham in 1883 (Dec qu Stepney 
1c 922) but died in 1890 (Sep qu. Stepney 
1c 310) so perhaps Phoebe moved in to 
look after her grandson. The census lists 
Phoebe as a widow. There is a death for 
Robert Cory in the Poplar district in 1885 

continued on page 14 
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NAME DATE 
BOUN

WHERE BOUND MASTER FREEDOM 
DATE 

GRAY,  THOMAS 1828 POPLAR HENRY CORY 1835 

CORY, JOHN HENRY 1834 BLACKWALL HENRY CORY 1841 

CORSAN, THOMAS JOHN 1853 ERITH HENRY EDWARD CORY 1860 

LUCHFORD, ALFRED STEPHEN 1899 GRAVESEND HENRY JOHN CORY 1906 

BANDEN, FREDERICK  S 1884 GRAVESEND HENRY JOHN CORY   

EVE, ARCHIBALD THOMAS 1891 DENTON HENRY JOHN CORY 1899 

WELLS, WILLIAM 1906 GRAVESEND HENRY JOHN CORY 1912 

TULETT, ALFRED 1896 GRAVESEND HENRY JOHN CORY 1898 

SIMONS, DAVID GEORGE 1897 GRAVESEND HENRY JOHN CORY   

FRYER, EDWIN 1905 GRAVESEND HENRY JOHN CORY   

DRAIN, THOMAS 1905 DENTON/ 
GRAVESEND 

HENRY JOHN CORY   

INGE, FREDERICK 1909 GRAVESEND HENRY JOHN CORY 1911 

DENT, JOHN  1857 BLACKWALL JOHN HENRY CORY 1868 

SPENCER, HENRY JAMES 1843 BLACKWALL JOHN HENRY CORY 1851 

CORY, ROBERT 1861 VAUXHALL JOHN JONES (YOUNGER) 1879 

CORY, RICHARD 1839 ST.SAVIOURS JOHN RAYMOND 1846 

COREY, WILLIAM 1884 POPLAR PHOEBE CORY 1889 

CORY, RICHARD WALLIS 1874 LAMBETH RICHARD CORY  

BARRETT, WILLIAM JAMES 1869 LAMBETH RICHARD CORY   

LEA, GEORGE 1857 LAMBETH RICHARD CORY  

LADD, THOMAS ROBERT 1873 LAMBETH RICHARD CORY 1876 

BIGG, JAMES 1857 LAMBETH RICHARD CORY   

FAIRBAIRN, RICHARD ROB. 1857 LAMBETH RICHARD CORY 1864 

CORY, HENRY 1843 LAMBETH RICHARD NOAKES   

CAMPFIELD, WALTER 1859 BLACKWALL ROBERT SAMUEL CORY 1867 

RAMSEY, GEORGE 1866 BLACKWALL ROBERT SAMUEL CORY 1871 

COREY, ROBERT JOHN 1880 POPLAR ROBERT SAMUEL CORY 1885 

CORY, HENRY EDWARD 1841 WAPPING THOMAS CORSAN 1848 

CORY, HENRY 1809 WAPPING  THOMAS CORSON 1816 

CORY, HENRY JOHN 1872 ERITH THOMAS SMITH CULLUM 1879 

CORY, ROBERT SAMUEL 1845 SHADWELL WILLIAM JACOB CORSAN 1855 

Company of Watermen & Lightermen, Binding Index: CORY Apprentices and Masters 
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Participants: Anne Bedford-Groom, Ida 
& Peter Birch, Marilyn & Colin Cory, 
Win and Fred Cory, Bill Cory, Jean 
Hayes, Rosemary & Paul Holloway, 

Brenda & Roger Miller. [13] Mark 
Hassall [Friday only] Tricia & Graham 
White [Sunday only] [total 16]. 
 

10th August 2007 

Dear Margaret, 

When the American Cory Society had their 
annual re-union in Harpole 2004, 
one of the members was Galen Moore. He 
saw the TV coverage of the floods in the 
UK and has sent $500 for the flood relief 
fund.  The amount was changed into pounds 
and sent to Cheltenham, which is where the 
Citizens Advice informed us the relief fund 

is being run from. 

I think it is a very nice gesture on his part 
and worth a mention, as many English 
Society members who also attended the 
Harpole re-union will remember Galen. 
Best wishes 
 Brenda Miller 
 

 
although the age 
is recorded as 45.   

 
By the time of the 1901 census, Phoebe 
Cory, 69, was living in Bromley, London, 
with George now 27, a boilermaker, and 
William 32, who was a lighterman. She 
died in 1906 in the Poplar district, where 
her age was given as 82. 

  
I looked up Corys on FreeBMD for the 
Poplar district and found 18 born between 
1856-1920, 10 marriages between 1854-
1919, and 16 deaths between 1839-1917.  
Could these all be descendants of Henry 
Cory of Cranworth? 
 
Sources: 
 
The Company of Watermen and 
Lightermen of the River Thames Binding 
Index Vol 5: Bindings 1823-1861. 

The Apprentice Bindings books cover the 
period 1688 to 1949. Guildhall Library, 
Aldermanbury, London EC2P 2EJ. Tel; 
020 7332 1863; www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/
guildhalllibrary 

 
Jim Sheppard’s website: http://

www.stoneyburn.ca/Docklands/Cory/
CORY_Bio_01.php 
 
Purfleet: www.history house.co.uk/
essexp10a.html 
 
Docklands: www.parishregister.com 
 
http://www.british-genealogy.com/forums/
archive/index.php/t-9697.html 

http://www.portcities.org.uk/london 

 
Letters to the Editor 

continued from page 12 
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BIRTHS:  
 
Owen Jamie Burrell-
Corey was born on 
26th April 2007 to 
Deborah & Kenneth 
who were married on the 
8th April 2006 at St 
Conans Kirk on the 
banks of Loch Awe.  
Owen joins the 8th 
generation of Thomas 
Cory (1791-1934) of Wickmere, Norfolk. 
 

Jack Henry Rivera, born 10 July 2007 in 
Charlotte, North Carolina (NC), 8 pounds, 20 
inches, son of Richard and Nicola Rivera, brother 
of  

Brad (Richard Bradford Rivera) and 
grandson of Susan Venker. Brad and Jack are 
great-great-great-grandsons of Sir (James) 
Herbert Cory of Coryton, Whitchurch (1857-
1933) of the Cardiff based shipowning company 
John Cory & Sons.  

 
On the 28th September 2007 a baby  boy  was 
born to Russell and Francisca Cory, a healthy 
3.25 kg. Mother and child both doing well.  
Russell Tanaka James "Jim" Cory is named 
after his father and maternal great grandfather 
Ronald James "Jim" Young (1915-1973). He 
joins the 10th generation from Francis Cory 
(c1724-1806) of Bradworthy, Devon. 
 

 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

Norfolk Burrell Corys at Melton Constable on 3 November 2007 at the joint 80th birthday 
party celebrations for Arthur and Vera Burrell Cory. The party was originally arranged for 
August, but postponed when Arthur suffered complications after his knee operation and 
Vera fell and broke her shoulder.  We are pleased to say that they were both sufficiently 
recovered to take to the dance floor in a waltz. This much loved couple asked for 
donations to the Air Ambulance instead of presents, raising a large sum, for as well as the 
nieces and nephews in the photograph, there are even more on Vera’s side! 

 
 
From left to right, 
 
Doug Fry, Jenny 
Harrison, Sylvia Fry, 
Christine Todd, Jim and 
Doris Piper, Arthur and 
Vera Burrell Cory, Keith 
Barker, Angela Codling, 
Margaret Goffin, John 
and Sue Denny. 
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Officers: - 
Chairman Mark Hassall,  
 20 Wentworth House, Irving Mews, London, N1 2FP  
 Tel: 020 7226 2221 e-mail: m.hassall@ucl.ac.uk 
 
 

 Hon. Secretary Jean Hayes,  
and Contact for Links and Publicity 3, Bourne Close, Thames Ditton, Surrey, KT7 0EA  
 Tel: 020 8398 1914 e-mail: jemhayes@globalnet.co.uk 
  (please mark CORY) 
Treasurer  Paul Holloway,  
 Hotley Bottom Farm, Prestwood, Great Missenden, Bucks HP16 9PL 
 Tel: 01494 890834 e-mail: hollowaypaul@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Ex Officio Archivist and  Ida Birch,  
Devon/Cornwall/S.Wales Co-ordinator  37 Homewood Avenue, Cuffley, Near Potters Bar, Herts EN6 4QQ
 Tel: 01707 873075 e-mail: idabirch@woolsery.com 
 

Editor, Webmaster,DNA Co-ordinator Margaret Goffin,  
and Deputy Norfolk Co-ordinator  3, Beverley Way, Drayton, Norwich, Norfolk, NR8 6RP  
 Tel: 01603 860235 e-mail: mgoffin@aol.com 
  

Others:- Rosemary Holloway,  
 Hotley Bottom Farm, Prestwood, Great Missenden, Bucks HP16 9PL
 Tel: 01494 890834 e-mail:hollowayrosemary@hotmail.com
  

Honorary Founder Archivist Michael R. Cory,  
 The Spinney, 1 Venator Place, Wimborne Minister, Dorset BH211DQ
 Tel: 01202 882369  e-mail: michael.cory@virgin.net
  

Kent Co-ordinator and Publications William Cory,  
 9, Bramble Way, Leavenheath, Colchester, Essex CO6 4UN  
 Tel: 01206 262209 e-mail: bill.cory@btinternet.com 
 
Northants Co-ordinator  Marilyn Cory,  
 Orchard Lodge, Glassthorpe Lane, Harpole, Northants, NN7 4DU  
 Tel: 01604 831344 e-mail:corylodge@aol.com 
  

Australian Co-ordinator Pam Cory,  
 9 Colo Street, Arana Hills, Queensland 4054, Australia 
 Tel: 61 7 3351 6371 e-mail: glasford@powerup.com.au 
 

Membership Secretary Rosemary Gitsham,  
 17, Grimston Lane, Trimley St. Martin, Felixstowe, Suffolk, IP11 0RU
 Tel: 01394 275261 e-mail: rgitsham@bushinternet.com   

  (No attachments) 
 

 

The Cory Society does not agree necessarily with the statements and opinions in this publication 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: General enquiries e-mail: cory@one-name.org  


