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Wartime Memories of the Cory Family .
from the bbc.co.uk/ww2peopleswar website
My sister and I were on the back lawn of
our garden at number 53 Nork Way,
Banstead, when we heard a V1 flying
bomb approaching. We started to run
towards our air-raid shelter, which was
some distance down the garden. Then we
realised that the Morrison shelter, in our
house, was much closer.
While we hesitated, the bomb appeared
over the trees, flying almost directly
towards us. As it roared closer something
hit the bomb, causing it to climb sharply
off to the right. We stood frozen to the
spot and watched the flying bomb level
out and begin to fly in a huge circle
around us. We just stood staring and
turning, following it around..

When the bomb arrived back at the place
where it had been hit, it turned back onto
its original course and flying directly
over us, continued on its way towards
Sutton.
My Sister and I were evacuated to a
farmhouse called Beauchamp, at
Washfield, near Tiverton in Devon. One
day, with great excitement, we heard that
an enemy bomber had crashed in a
nearby field. We all rushed off on our
bikes and arrived to find a crowd of
people standing in a wide half circle
around the burning plane. Flames were
still licking along the ribs of the glowing
skeleton. We could feel the heat on our
faces. The crowd was so silent that we

could hear the cracking and splintering
noises as different parts of the plane
cooled.

As we all stood staring at the dying
flames of this huge plane-shaped bonfire,
I slowly became aware of a blackened
lump, about ten feet up, near the front of
the plane. With a horrible shock I
suddenly realised that I was looking at
the burnt body of the German pilot.

"Oh yes I realise that" she answered,
"But I have a generator here for my
electricity and I thought that it might
have been possible to use it for that".
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The destruction by a flying bomb of
53 Nork Way, Banstead, Surrey on
3rd July 1944.

The house, Silver Birches, where my
Great Aunt Bertha Myers lived, was near
Bovingdon. After Pearl Harbor the
Americans arrived and built a huge
airbase and Silver Birches was now near
the end of one of the runways.
One day Aunt Bertha heard a crashing
sound and looking out of her kitchen
window, saw that a plane had overshot
the runway and ploughing through a line
of small trees, had come to rest at the
end of her garden.
Almost before the plane had stopped
moving, the American crew had leapt
down from the plane and sprinted for
cover. My Great Aunt did not notice the
fleeing crew, for she was searching for
buckets. She had seen fuel spurting from
the broken plane - what a terrible waste,
especially in wartime.
The expected explosion did not occur
and when the crew felt that it was safe
enough to take a look, they saw this dear
old lady, walking round the plane,
placing buckets to catch the escaping
fuel.
Later, having got her well away from the
cooling engines, they put it to her that
such high-octane fuel would have been
no good for her car.
The Cory Society

I was cooking breakfast, so I did not
hear the flying bomb approaching. My
husband was upstairs shaving. "We'd
better get into the shelter: this one
sounds rather close," he called out
running downstairs.
Thank God for Herbert Morrison: in the
front room stood our steel Morrison
table shelter. The moment that we
entered the room I sensed acute danger:
our red setter dog, normally anywhere
but in the shelter during raids, was
crouched trembling inside. We both ran.
As we threw ourselves in beside the dog,
a high pitched pinging sound was
followed by a tremendous noise and
swirling dust as the house collapsed: the
flying bomb had hit the ground about
seven yards from the northern corner of
the house. The explosion blew the
carcass of the bomb away down the
garden among the cabbages.

One solitary wall of the house was left
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standing to first floor height and the
bedroom floor above had collapsed
against it, leaving a narrow triangular
passage leading out from the shelter
exit. The dog led the way as we crawled
out of the ruins.
Nancy L Cory, WW2 People's War
This story was submitted to the People's
War site at Banstead History Centre on
behalf of Mr M Cory and contributed on
11th January 2006 by Nancy L Cory.
WW2 People's War is an online archive
of wartime memories contributed by
members of the public and gathered by
the BBC. The archive can be found at
bbc.co.uk/ww2peopleswar
For those of us lucky enough not to have
had to use one:
The Morrison Shelter had a rectangular
steel frame measuring approximately 6
feet 6 inches long by 4 feet wide by 2 feet
6 inches high, with a solid 1/8 inch steel
plate top, welded wire mesh sides, and a
metal lath mattress floor. The whole
thing was assembled from 359 individual
parts using 3 tools supplied with it.
Bertha Maud Cory was born on 13th
March 1871 at Kensington, London. She
was one of thirteen children of
Alexander Turner Cory (1814-1897) and
Mary Hampshire.
Her grandparents
were Robert and Ann Cory who
coincidentally also appear in the article
on pages 6-7. She married Edward Cyril
Myer Lt Col RA in 1902 and it was one
of their descendants, John Myers who
found this story on the internet for us.

The Cory Society
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CORY WEEKEND AND AGM
Marilyn Cory
There are several Corys associated with
Cambridge and its Colleges and we
have combined these Cory interests
with a few tours of Cambridge which is
a most beautiful city, and hope we will
all go away more knowledgeable, and at
the same time having had an enjoyable
time together.
The most prominent was Reginald
Radcliffe Cory, who, gave money whilst
he was a student at the University to
develop the Botanic Garden and
bequeathed a generous sum of money
and property upon his death to carry on
the work there. Some of his artefacts are
to be found at the Fitzwilliam Museum.
Another, the Rev John Cory was a vicar
at Landbeach from 1688 to 1727 which
is about five miles north-west of
Cambridge. Several members link to
this line so we hope that they and other
East Anglian Corys will join us. The
event will be advertised locally as we
wish to meet new Cory descendants.
The 2007 AGM will take place on the
Friday evening leaving the rest of the
weekend free for exploring. If you feel
that you won’t be able to attend all of
the events as detailed on the enclosed
insert, you are most welcome to join us
when you can. Just let Marilyn know
when to expect you. Her address is on
the insert. I shall be there, and just hope
that my daughter’s expected baby due
the previous weekend isn’t late!
Margaret Goffin, Norfolk Co-ordinator.
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A RARE TRIBUTE TO A SERVANT

On a visit to Werrington in Devon, an
inscription caught my eye. Unusual, in that
Philip Scipio was a servant, more unusual
he was ‘An African’ and what a gem he
must have been to earn such a glowing
tribute from his employer, Lady Lucy
Morice of Werrington Park, who displays
such humility:
Deposited Here
Are the Remains of PHILIP SCIPIO
Servant to the DUKE OF WHARTON
Afterwards to SIR WILLIAM MORICE
AN AFRICAN
Whose Qualitys might have done Honour
To any Nation or Climate
And give Us to see
That Virtue is confin’d
To no Countrey or Complexion
Here weep
Uncorrupted Fidelity
And Plain Honesty
In a pious Regard to which Virtues
Approv’d by a Brother and a Husband
The Right Honble Lady Lucy Morice
……….
A broken stone, the inscription ends with
only a few letters of the next line readable.
From ‘The Church Guide’ by Joan Rendell
MBE we learn that Philip Scipio was
buried on 10 Sep 1743 and this is one of
only eight such stones in Great Britain
erected to the memory of slaves by their
‘owners’. It was fortunate that this stone
was rescued and attached to the wall of the
church. “He was brought to Werrington
Park by the renegade Duke of Wharton who
left Werrington in a hurry leaving Scipio
The Cory Society

Ida Birch

behind. The African was ‘adopted’ as her
personal servant by Lady Lucy Morice and
it was she who erected the stone in his
memory.” [Some readers may recall that
Joan Rendell was the guest speaker in 1995
for the ‘Reunion’ in association with the
Cory Family Society of America.]
There is a tenuous Cory link with the
Morice family of Werrington Park in that
Sir William Morice (1602-1675) who
purchased the property c1650 was brought
up at Churston in West Putford following
the marriage of his widowed mother to
Nicholas Prideaux.
He was therefore a
close neighbour of the Cory family at Cory
Barton. Were they friends as well as
neighbours?
Thanks to the work on Chancery
Proceedings by Reg Walter with whom I
corresponded in the early 1980s, we know
that on 18 Jan 1631/2 Willyam Morrice of
West Putford, esquire aged 29 was in
Stratton answering ‘Interrogatories’ in the
dispute Penfound Cory, gent –v- Andrew
Cory, gent and said he knew both parties
well and gave evidence.
William Morice made it to the history
books for he was instrumental in restoring
the monarchy in collaboration with General
Monk, appointed Secretary of State to King
Charles II, and rewarded with a Baronetcy
in 1661. On a visit to Antony House in
Cornwall, the home of the Carew Pole
family, their archive display included a
‘thank you’ letter to William Morice written
by King Charles from Brussels on 27 Mar
1660. The connection with Antony House
is through the marriages of William
Morice’s daughters, Mary marrying Sir
John Carew, 3rd Bt and Anne marrying Sir
John Pole, 3rd Bt!
A later generation of the Morice family
decided to rebuild the house at
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Werrington Park. Included in the
scheme was the demolition of the
medieval church and it is at the
replacement built in 1743, modified
in 1891-92, - situated away from the
house near the entrance to the Park that the tombstone survives. Our visit
was about 10 years ago but I recall
vividly a colourful display of
daffodils in swathes each side of the
drive leading to Werrington Park.
Sources:

Chancery Proceedings C21/C10/8
The internet provided supplementary
information: http://www.opsi.gov.uk/
Sir Wm Morice was granted a divorce from
Lady Lucy Wharton in 1737 by Act of
Parliament.
The inscription implies that the Duke of
Wharton was Lucy’s brother and indeed that
information was on two web-sites on the
family’s genealogy. http://www.twickenhammuseum.org.uk/
Philip, Duke of Wharton 1698- 1731 Rake
and Founder-President of the Hell-Fire Club

Werrington Parish Church by Joan Rendall
“The Worthies of Devon” 1701 by Rev John
Prince (1643-1723)

Baptism of Slaves

Margaret Goffin

This year we commemorate the
abolishment of the slave trade although
in fact it was many years more before
slaves were actually freed. Thomas
Clarkson, born in Wisbech in 1760,
started to campaign against slavery
whilst at Cambridge University. His
research opened his eyes to the horrors
of the slave trade and he dedicated his
life to bringing it to an end but died
before the act was passed. William
Wilberforce is more widely recognised
as starting the campaign toward
abolition by tabling anti-slavery motions
for 18 years until the 1807 Abolition of
the Slave Trade Bill.
After the 1807 Act, the Royal Navy set
up the West Africa Squadron to enforce
anti-slavery laws. The Squadron sailed
along the African coast rescuing
illegally-captured
slaves.
Captain
Fredrick Paul Irby, of Boyland Hall,
Morningthorpe, Norfolk was stationed
on the HMS Amelia off the African
coast from 1811 to 1813. During his
The Cory Society

tour of duty, Captain Irby rescued three
child slaves, who were later baptized at
St Peter Mancroft Church in Norwich
on 30 May 1813. I found their baptisms
whilst searching for Corys. “Three little
negroes were baptised in the names of
Paulo Laondo, Edward McKenzie and
Charles Fortunatus Freeman, of
African parents names unknown”. A
note in the register says that through
the humanity of the Hon. Captain
Frederick Paul Irby of Boyland Hall,
Norfolk, they were brought from Africa
in His Majesty’s ship Amelia on 22
March 1813.
On the internet, I found another
baptism. Hampshire Record Office,
(http://www.hants.gov.uk/record-office/
imm.html) lists a baptism in Exbury
parish register on 6 June 1813 of Irby,
Amelia Frederick, aged 9 or 10, a native
of Poppoe near Whidah, Africa, who
was stolen as a slave, but rescued at sea
on the way to Brazil, by HMS Amelia.
I wonder what became of them?
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Captain Cook’s
Cloth

Margaret Goffin

We received an e-mail from Cliff
Thornton of the Captain Cook Society
asking for our help. A member of the
Captain Cook Society brought to his
attention a piece of cloth that had come
down through his family. The piece of
cloth is associated with a note which states
that it was given to his grandfather by the
widow of Captain Cook. The note was
written by a C H Parish from Horsey,
Norfolk about 1870.

Copy of the letter with cloth
In researching this piece of cloth Cliff
encountered a matching piece of cloth in
the Mitchell Library in Sydney, Australia
and this is also accompanied by a note
which says that it was given by Captain
Cook. That note is signed by ‘R Cory’ and
The Cory Society

is said to have been brought back from the
Sandwich Islands (i.e. Hawaii where Cook
died) in the late 1700s. It is said to have
been given by Captain James Cook (or his
widow) to Robert Cory, and then been
passed down through the family.
Cliff had therefore been looking for a
possible link between the Cory and Parish
families and found it in the marriage of
Elizabeth Cory to Charles Compton
Parrish (1771-1841) which took place
about 1800. Elizabeth was the daughter of
Robert Cory of Great Yarmouth, and the
sister of Robert Cory Jnr. (1776-1840).
His next step was to find out more about
Robert Cory – both Snr. and Jnr. – to see
how they might have acquired the cloth
from the Sandwich Islands (so named after
the Fourth Earl, of Sandwich, the First
Lord of the Admiralty, who sponsored and
personally encouraged Captain James
Cook on his voyages of exploration and
consequently the Sandwich Islands were
so named in his honour).

We were able to tell Cliff from our records
that Charles Compton Parrish and
Elizabeth Cory had eight children,
Elizabeth, Charles, Fanny, Alfred,
Caroline, Sarah, Edward and Harriett.
Elizabeth Cory’s date of birth is given as
1784 and I suspect this and details of her
marriage and children are from the
pedigree drawn up by her brother Robert.
He was a Fellow of the Society of
Antiquarians and wrote the pedigree,
completed in 1822. There are no dates of
death for either Charles or Elizabeth or
birth dates for their children, any of which
could have helped place where the Parrish
family lived. I have found other Parrish
family baptisms in Great Yarmouth
records between 1775-79, at the Parish
church of St. Nicholas so it is quite
possible that Great Yarmouth is another
link between Cory, Parrish and Cook.
Cook's first taste of life at sea was in 1747
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aboard the Freelove, a collier trading
between Newcastle and London, and he
stayed with her for two years. The
Freelove was built as a collier at Great
Yarmouth, Norfolk in 1746. She was a
three masted vessel, square-rigged, of 341
tons, 106 feet in length with a beam of 27
feet (Beaglehole). She carried a
complement of 19: master, mate,
carpenter, cook, 5 seamen and 10 servants
or apprentices.
Perhaps a better clue to how the cloth
came into the family is to be found
through both families’ connection to the
sea. Charles Compton Parrish was a
Master of West India Dock, and Robert
Cory, (1747-1840) Elizabeth’s father, was
Registrar of the Admiralty Court and in
1804 Mayor of Great Yarmouth as well as
a solicitor by profession. Robert Cory
died at Ormesby, which is two villages
away from Horsey, although he was
buried at Runham, which is nearer Great
Yarmouth.

The Cory family in Great Yarmouth were
involved in many aspects of public life. I
found a reference to Robert Cory (17471840) in the Parish Register of St George
of Tombland. In the account of the Norfor
family in Palmers Perlestration Vol ii,
(page 262-3) allusion is made to a social
club founded at Great Yarmouth on 29 Oct
1769 by Robert Cory, Benjamin Norfor,
William Norfor and others.
Elizabeth’s brother Robert Cory (17761840) was Registrar of Yarmouth
Admiralty Court, Capt. of Militia 1803,
and commanded a company of riflemen,
F.S.A., F.H.S., and Mayor of Great
Yarmouth 1803. He was an attorney and
lived at Burgh Castle, near Great
Yarmouth. Robert was initiated into the
Lodge of United Friends No 564 (now No
313) in 1801 and was elected 2nd
principal of Royal Arch Chapter, 17 Mar
The Cory Society

1803 and dubbed a knight templer.
Robert’s son Issac Preston Cory (18011842) was a Fellow of Caius College
Cambridge, Philosopher and Historian,
and a barrister. Another son William
Hanrott Cory (1807-1868) arrived in
Sydney about 1849 and set himself up in
Sydney as a surgeon. Edward James Cory,
his legal adviser was there at the same
time. This could provide the Sydney
connection. One of Robert’s daughters
was christened Charlotte Compton Cory
(1809-), which perhaps shows a close
friendship with his sister’s husband
Charles Compton Parrish.
Incidently, Robert and Elizabeth’s
grandfather, Thomas Cory (1721-1761)
was born at Runham, brought up to the
sea, but finally taken by the French and
carried to Havre where he died and was
buried.
Our archives give the following references
for Robert Cory’s works:
A Bibliography of Norfolk History - Univ. of
East Anglia Studies:Item 6968 Copies of original papers relating
to Gt Yarmouth collected by Robert Cory jnr.
5 Vols. (Unpubl. Ms collection, c1807).
Item 7031 Extracts from Corporation
Assembly Books of Gt.Yarmouth. 5 Vols ( Ms
transcription, c1807).
Norfolk Record Society Vol.39 Gt Yarmouth
Assembly Minutes 1538 - 1545.

But no mention of Captain Cook!
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Obituary: (Charles) Raymond Cory 1922-2007
In the last ten days or
so the family received a
very large number of
letters,
cards
and
various
messages,
which have been of
great comfort and very
much
appreciated.
Almost all of those
messages comment that
Raymond was a true
gentleman; he had a
long and very full life
and was exceptional in
many ways.
He
was
a
very
successful,
highly
regarded but also a
somewhat
reticent
business man. I use the
word reticent because
he never saw himself as
Left to right, Betty (2nd wife of Raymond) Charles Raymond Cory
a
tycoon
or
CBE, Jean Hayes (sister and wife of Forbes Hayes) in front of the
portrait of Raymond’s grandfather John Cory (1855-1931)
entrepreneur
and
always
seemed
surprised and flattered when offered any worker or “Chippy” as I called him and a
appointment no matter how minor that very inventive DIY man. For example
appointment may have been. I will read with the help of his friend Sir Alec Gordon
part of an article, which was in the local he built his own swimming pool at The
press following his appointment as the Old Vicarage and installed one of the
First Chairman of the newly formed South earliest water heating systems. This was
Glamorgan Area Health Authority:
done by piping water from the pool up
onto the roof of The Old Vicarage where it
Although widely respected as a wise was allowed to run over hot slates and
Councillor Mr Cory confesses that he was then back into the pool where the filtration
“pretty surprised” when the Secretary of system was one of his wife’s stockings. It
State chose him to Chair the new Area was not the most successful heating
Health Authority a job which he system I have known but ecologically
approaches “with due caution”.
Raymond was ahead of his time.
In his private life he was a knowledgeable
and keen gardener, transforming the large
garden at the Old Vicarage, a skilled wood
The Cory Society

He was a keen sportsman. At Harrow he
boxed for the school and was captain of
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the swimming and in fact he swam every
day during the summer months until his
seventies. He was a good shot, and a very
accomplished dinghy sailor. He was also a
keen skier and in fact went to Wengen so
many times that the citizens of that town
made him and his wife Vivienne,
Freemen.

Raymond met the Manageress of the local
YMCA and asked if any girls would like
to go out for the evening. Vivienne was
one of those girls. It was a whirlwind
romance and they became unofficially
engaged on Raymond’s second shore
leave. They were married in 1946 after the
end of the War.

Raymond was born on the 20th October
1922 at Kingsland in Preston-Super-Ely.
He went to the Cathedral School in
Llandaff, then to Highfield and onto
Harrow. He was originally entered for
Charterhouse and Winchester but ended
up at Mortons which was one of the
Houses at Harrow because a cousin of his
had met the Housemaster’s daughter who
said that Mortons was a very friendly
place. School selection was rather
different in those days.

Subsequently he was posted to New York
to join HMS Retalick, which was a new
class of Frigate being constructed by the
Americans. He returned to England with
HMS Retalick, which was escorting
landing craft in preparation for the
invasion of Europe. HMS Retalick was
amongst the allied destroyers and frigates
which escorted the troop carriers to
Normandy on D-Day and it took part in
several fierce night actions on D-Day and
after. The official history accolades HMS
Retalick as one of the most successful
ships engaged in patrols night after night.
Also C in C Portsmouth commended in
particular Sub Lieutenant Cory for a very
gallant rescue of survivors of an American
landing ship, which had been torpedoed,
and her ammunition was exploding.
Irrespective of the danger Raymond went
over the side with two other seamen with
lifelines and brought to safety as many of
the survivors as they could.

In 1941 he was offered a place at Christ
Church Oxford to read Law but this was in
the dark days of the War and he had
already volunteered to join the Navy.
However the Navy gave him a year’s
release so he went to Oxford for that year
therefore becoming an Under Graduate.
In 1942 he received his orders to join
HMS Collingwood for training and was
drafted to the Battleship HMS King
George V as an able bodied seaman. He
was based at Scarpa Flow covering the
Artic convoys. Getting Raymond to talk
about his Wartime experiences was like
extracting teeth and all I know about that
period was that he was very cold, very
miserable and very seasick.
He was then selected for Officer training
and was commissioned as a SubLieutenant RNVR in June 1943. He
returned to the North Atlantic convoys and
it was on his first shore leave at St Johns
Newfoundland that he met Vivienne
Roberts. That meeting came about because
The Cory Society

He was demobilised in early 1946 but
decided that he would not go back to
Oxford to resume his studies. Therefore he
remained an under graduate and this was
something which gave him considerable
pleasure. As far as he was concerned, it
meant he could behave like an under
graduate and this was what he proceeded
to do. I remember having drinks at the Old
Vicarage when he would disappear and
come back dressed up in some curious
outfit and proceed to do a charade. He told
me that he would often race his friends
back home to Llanblethian after a night
out in Cardiff and on one occasion
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actually took to the pavement to enable him well and after the Dinner Douglas Hume
to over-take.
said to Raymond “You were in good form
Cory”.
One of his more exasperating party tricks
7. In 1966 he was appointed Chairman
was to distract people’s attention in the of the South Wales Branch of the British
middle of a meal and then take someone’s Transport Docks Board. The same year he
food and hide it. The family would play was invited to join the Main Board of The
along with this but on one occasion it Docks Boards and was appointed Vice
went wrong when he took someone’s Chairman in 1970, which was a position
plate and put it on the lap of an he held until 1980.
unsuspecting guest. She thought it was
8. He became involved with the
Raymond’s hand. This led to a medical world in south Wales. He was on
considerable degree of confusion and I do the Board of Governors of the Cardiff
not think Raymond played that trick Teaching Hospitals. Then in 1974 the
again.
Secretary of State for Wales appointed
him the First Chairman of the South
In 1946 he joined the Powell Duffryn Glamorgan Area health Authority which
Group being part of the Cory Brothers to was a position he held until 1984. He then
do a year’s training and then in the chaired the Council of the University of
summer of 1947, he joined the family Wales College of Medicine from 1988 to
firm of John Cory & Sons as a Director. 1997.
He soon realised that the Managers could
9. He was also closely involved with
manage very well without him and the Church in Wales and between 1957
decided to seek other positions. Thereafter and 1977 he was on the governing body
there followed a string of appointments;
of the Church in Wales and then on the
1. In 1954 he was appointed a Director Representative Body of the Church in
of the Channel Dry Dock Company, Wales. In 1975 he was appointed
thereafter became Chairman of the South Chairman of the Finance Committee of
Wales Ship Owners and Chairman of the the Church in Wales and held that
Ship Brokers.
position until 1988.
2. Between 1957 and 1967 he was
10. In 1978 he was appointed to the
Director of the Baltic Conference.
Board of AB Electronics becoming Vice
3. In 1959 he became President of the Chairman.
Cardiff Chamber of Commerce.
11. In 1980 he was a Director of
4. Between 1962-1966 he was Director Aberthaw Cement.
of the Mount Stuart Dry Docks.
12. In 1982 he was appointed Chairman
5. He was a Director of Charles Hill of of the Milford Haven Conservancy Board
Bristol for many years although I am not and held that position until 1994.
entirely certain of the dates of his
appointment.
Despite
his
numerous
business
6. In 1963 he joined the Council of commitments, he also did a great deal for
Lloyds Register and on joining was various charities and other institutions.
invited to propose the toast of the guests Between 1963 and 1980 he was
at the Annual Dinner at the Grosvenor variously Chairman of the Barry, Port
Hotel. There were approximately 1000 Talbot and South Wales Pilotage
present including the then Prime Minister Authorities. He was Chairman of the
Sir Alec Douglas Hume. The speech went Welsh Council of Mission to Seamen
The Cory Society
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between 1984 and 1995. In particular
he gave huge support to the RNLI
largely because of his Shipping
connections. He revived the Cardiff
Branch and was Chairman from 1950
to 1973 becoming President for Life.
He was also on the Committee of
Management and the Executive
Committee RNLI. He was Deputy
Chairman for 8 years.

Area Health Authority. Raymond had a
backbone of steel- he was never
abrasive but extremely persuasive in
both business and family matters. In his
own way he always got his own way
and there is no doubt he had a style and
class which set him apart from most
people. He was an example of how to
conduct life with courtesy, humour,
integrity and authority.

In 1982 he was awarded the CBE for his
work with the Health Authority.

On a personal level the qualities for
which I will always remember him were
his patience, awareness and great
wisdom. No person and no problem was
ever too much trouble for him. He
would always give any matter proper
consideration and invariably come up
with the right answer.

I go back to his time as Vice Chairman
of the Docks Board, I do that because he
was offered the position of Chairman
but turned it down because it meant he
would have had to spend three or four
days a week in London and this he was
not prepared to do for the sake of his
family.

With grateful thanks to Adrian Larby who wrote
this obituary. Raymond Cory represented a
profound Cory line (Poundstock Tree E1 /PS4).

Family unity was something which was
extremely important to him and I do not
mean just the immediate family but the
whole of the Cory clan. He looked upon
the preservation of that Unity as
something of a duty and for that he was
regarded as the patriarch of the Clan and
was also referred to as ‘the benevolent
dictator’ although I think he earned that
nickname when he was Chairman of the

Cory Nicknames

Rosemary Holloway

I wonder how many people with the surname Cory, had a nickname relating to Cory
when they were at school or in later life?
I had the nickname “Apple Core” and suffered the indignity of having the offending
articles thrown at me by lesser mortals. I know of one other person, who was called
that, and wonder how many of you, out there, also had a similar experience, with a
Cory nickname? Do write in and tell us, we would be interested to hear your stories.

The Cory Society
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People and Places in Cambridge
from articles by Richard Henry Cory (1906-1983)

Richard Henry Cory wrote four articles for the East Anglian Magazine. They were all
based on the Cambridge area where he grew up. He was the son of Doctor Charles
George Cory (1871-1919) and Mabel Emily Hartridge Reeve (1874-1955). His
grandparents were the Reverend Edward William Cory (1828-94), Vicar of Meldreth
and Elizabeth Millicent Harraden.
Moneys Layd out by Ye Churchwarden
The Reverend J R Olorenshaw was a curate at Soham in Cambridgeshire towards the end
of the 19th century and during his curacy made a study of the old documents and registers
relating to the parish. R H Cory made the following extracts from the Accounts of
William Croopley, Churchwarden of the towne of Soham, of what moneys he layd out for
the use of the sayd Towne In the yeare of our Lord 1663, as followeth, and 1664.
Layd out for a Warrant for John Chamberline
6.
Payd for a load of sand fetched at Fordeham
3. 4
Payd for mowing the weedes in the churchyard
And cleaning the vestry…. …. …..
3. 0
Payd to Tho: Mauldin for work at ye Towne
house and timber and board
1. 15. 0
Payd to the Ringers, November 5th
(an annual event)
6. 8
Payd for washing the surplis
1. 0
Given to Mary Hale and Elizabeth Bowman
with 11 children
2. 6
Payd to John Dunch of Ely, for lead and soder
And glasseing and workemanship, January
the 30, 1663
10. 19. 10
Given to two Irish women with 3 children
8

A few years later, in 1667,
an entry indicates that some
financial relief was afforded
to ‘one Mat Hill’s wife
when he ran away and left
her.’ And in 1733 charity
was extended to 30 poor
slaves.
Repairs to a bridge cost the
churchwardens 12s, whilst
timber for a pillory cost
them 4s. After the great fire
of London in 1666 the
parishioners at
Soham
raised a subscription to aid
the homeless.

In 1688 a shilling’s worth of gunpowder was bought at the expense of the parish to
celebrate the release of the seven bishops from the Tower. The then Bishop of Ely, Dr
Turner, was one of the seven.
Many and varied were the duties of the churchwardens. For instance the entries for 1668
include the following in connection with binding a boy apprentice:
In 1696, 6s 8d was paid to Mr Hills’ shepherd for killing a fox. The destruction of
sparrows also came within the duties of the church officers and in 1747 the sum of 13s
8d was paid for that purpose. The vestry meeting of 1776 decided that the
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Pd. To old Cater concerning his apprentice
For a payer of shoes and making two shirts for him
For 5 yards and half of cloath at 3/6 per yard
More for an ell of tarten
Pd. to Ginne for a hat for him
Spent at ye Bull when ye Boy was Bound

10.
2
17
1
2

0
8
6
6
4
4

churchwardens should pay the following
rates per dozen: ‘Threepence for old
sparrows, twopence for young ones and
one penny for eggs.’

Cambridge 1778-1862), show barges with
very tall masts fixed almost centrally.’ His
grandmother Elizabeth was the daughter of
Jabez Richard Harraden.

Finally an extract from the burial register:
1607, 30 Mar. John Robyns, singleman,
son of Oliver Robins, and a scoller, and a
traviler, and a souldier, for many yers and
dyed most comfortably to the great joye of
all his friends. (Note unfortunate choice of
words and different spelling of surname!)

The Fortunate Youth is a remar kable yet
true story of a farmer’s son which R H
Cory compiled from press accounts that
appeared in the Cambridge Chronicle and
Journal from 1817 to 1818. A young man
called Abraham W Cawston made up an
elaborate tale of a secret benefactor from
whom he was to inherit £500,000 and
prosperous estates in Spain and Germany.
He duped his father, his uncle who
advanced him £1200, and a well known
Newmarket solicitor who was persuaded to
act on his behalf and advanced him £1600.
Abraham wanted his brother to benefit
from ‘his good fortune’ and join him at
Cambridge University. He selected
Emmanuel College for him simply because
Mrs Cory, the wife of the master, Robert
Towerson Cory, was sister to Mrs Butler at
the Shrewsbury school which he attended
as a boy.

The Draining of the Fens, was in contrast
a more academic work covering the
development of the Fen rivers and drainage
from the Roman era to the 1950s. It was a
much more detailed article split over two
issues of the magazine, with diagrams and
several photos taken by R H Cory,
including one of the last remaining wind
pumps in the Fens situated at Soham Mere.
Memories of the Silent River explained
the importance of the Cambridge
waterways as a means of tranportation of
farm produce and merchandise such as coal
which was brought up the river Lark, a
tributary of the Ouse, and in whose waters
the famous Baptist preacher, Charles
Spurgeon, was baptised in 1850. The older
farmsteads in the Isleham Fen are situated
close to the river, just as elsewhere
farmsteads are situated along the high road.

Once his ‘secret’ was out, banker vied with
banker for his patronage and duchesses
schemed for introductions for their
daughters. Abraham sought a suitable home
for his new status. His final choice fell on
Houghton Hall in Norfolk, erected by Sir
Robert Walpole. But during a dinner party
for a few of his father’s friends at which he
R H Cory writes ‘Watercolour paintings of
gave them wine which he said came from
the river at Cambridge, done by an ancestor
his vineyards, one of the guests noticed that
of mine named Harraden in the late 18th
a discarded cork from one of the bottles
century, (Richard Bankes Harraden, born in
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bore the name of a well-known London
wine merchant. He wrote to the wine
merchant asking him the place of origin
of this particular consignment. The
reply completely disproved the boy’s
story that it had come from his own
estates. From then on things began to
happen, letters appeared in the Morning
Chronicle warning readers against an
imposter and slowly the truth came out.
Little is known of Abraham’s later life.
It is thought that he became a tutor to
the children of a well-known family.
His father, John Cawston, settled down
again to farming. It was said that the
only noticeable change in him was that
he took a little less water in his brandy.
Finally, although it may not be possible
to prove that the word ‘caution,’ when
used to describe an extraordinary
person, is a corruption of the name
‘Cawston,’ nonetheless the new
meaning of the word came into use only
after the Cawston affair. In fact, A
Cawston was probably the original
caution.

The Cory Band is Back!

Ida Birch

The most successful band in Wales is
reverting to the name under which it was
known for many years – The Cory Band –
having adopted the name Buy A s Y ou
View Band in recognition of its current
sponsors. I learned of the name change
on
the
web-site
http://
www.4barsrest.com/ in February after
receiving a Google Alert. Like many
internet surfers, I use Google as my
search engine and last year set up a
Google Alert for ‘Cory’ thereby receiving
daily emails listing new Cory references
on the internet. The results have been
disappointing – mostly Americans with
the forename Cory, a popular name in the
USA!
The band’s last performance before the
change will be at the Welsh Regional
Championships when they hope to
achieve their sixth successive win. They
aim to win the European Championships
under the name The Cory Band and we
wish them luck. It is good to know that
the name in recognition of the support of
Clifford John Cory, from 1895, is
restored. Later a baronet, Clifford died in
1941 and Cory Brothers Ltd, of which he
was chairman, was taken over in 1942 by
Powell Duffryn.
And the origins of this Cory family?
West Putford in North Devon. – Tree D.
The migrant to Cardiff was Clifford’s
grandfather Richard Cory 1799-1882,
born at Hartland.
Also see newsletters No 29, page 1 and No 32,
page 7
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS
NEW MEMBERS WELCOMED:
Mrs Sheila Holder, Fowey, Cornwall
Sheila descends from Martha Ann Cory, born
1856 at St Cleer, Cornwall, daughter of Thomas
& Mary (nee Cory), who married Noah
Collings. Tree 14/19 Davidstow.
Mrs Susan M Stevens, Theydon Bois, Epping,
Essex
Susan descends from Ann Cory, daughter of
John & Honor, who married William Brent at
Parkham, Devon in 1853. Tree 1 Woolsery.
Mrs Marian Thomas, Dr ayton Valley,
Alberta, Canada
Marion descends from John Cory 1st (9 Oct
1611 in England died on 7 Mar 1685 in
Southold, Suffolk Co, Long Island, NY)

DEATH: Raymond Cory 1922-2007
Over 400 people filled Holy Cross Church in
Cowbridge. His daughter Rosemary wrote to
tell us that there were plenty of Bishops and
Clergy to see him on his way and that the
singing was fantastic.
The service commenced with Psalm 121 and
hymns were Guide me, O Thou great Redeemer,
My song is love unknown, Thine be the Glory
and God be in my Head sung by the choir .
Our condolences go to his daughters,
Elizabeth, Rosemary and Charlotte, sons-in-law
Adrian, Jasper and Anthony, and his
grandchildren Rebecca, Charles, Katherine and
Lucinda.

CHANGES TO E MAIL ADDRESSES:
Dr William Cory:
Kate Pearce:
Malcolm Stuart:

NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS
Michael Cory sent in news of his grandchildren’s careers and postings.
Robin Nash has a degree in Oceanography and is Lt. R.N. He will be due back next
month after a spell in HMS Endurance down in Antarctica and his next posting will
be as Navigator on HMS Scott surveying in the East Indies.
Dr. Simon Nash MRCS age 29 has just returned from Darfur in Somalia where he has
spent eight months serving with Medecins Sans Frontieres.
Charlotte Nash, Senior Midwife age 26 who has recently got engaged to be married,
is a midwife at Exeter Hospital and is hoping to take the additional qualification of
physiotherapist.
And Michael and Frances’s youngest granddaughter Sophie Nash age 22 is currently
finishing off a degree in Sport Science before doing a year’s teacher training.
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:

General enquiries e-mail: cory@one-name.org

Officers: Chairman

Mark Hassall,

Hon. Secretary
and Contact for Links & Publicity

Jean Hayes,

Treasurer

Paul Holloway,

Ex Officio Archivist
and Devon/Cornwall/S.Wales Co-ordinator

Ida Birch,

Editor, Webmaster, DNA Co-ordinator
and Deputy Norfolk Co-ordinator

Margaret Goffin,

Others:-

Rosemary Holloway,

Honorary Founder Archivist

Michael R. Cory,

Kent Co-ordinator and Publications

William Cory,

Northants Co-ordinator

Marilyn Cory,

Australian Co-ordinator

Pam Cory,

Membership Secretary

Rosemary Gitsham,.
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