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Our 50th Anniversary  

Pam Cory.  

Pam and Don Cory    

DECEMBER 2006  

When you think back over 50 years, it seems like 
only yesterday, but when you are able to share 50 
years of memories with family and friends as we 
did on the weekend of the 7th July, it is a wonder 
how we fitted everything in. 
 
 

Planning for our big weekend had been under 
way for a couple of months with our eldest 
daughter, Gail, organising things. We were 
having a party on the Sunday at her home as 50 
acres and a four bay shed sounded a lot better 
than 24 perches and a garage. 
 
 

Letters had arrived previously from the Governor-
General, the Governor, the Prime Minister and the 
Premier and our local members of parliament, 
both state and federal. These had been kept secret 
until the big day. Friday the 7th dawned fine and 



clear and from early morning flowers 
and cards began arriving. That 
evening, the whole family took us out 
to dinner. Our second daughter, 
Desiree, and her family had flown 
from Rockhampton that morning. We 
had stipulated that we did not want 
presents but when did our family ever 
take notice of us?  They insisted that 
we open them all at the table before 
dinner. After dinner a cake was 
produced and more embarrassment 
when they all sang ‘For They Are Jolly 
Good Fellows.’ 
 

Next morning we all went to the 
photographers to have photos taken. 
Can you imagine fourteen adults and 
two children aged four and three 
posing for photos? After 45 minutes, 
the poor photographer declared herself 
satisfied. Then it was back to Gail’s for 
morning tea and blowing up balloons. 
The tables and chairs for the next day 
had already been set up in the shed and 
two tents erected. 
 

Sunday was a beautiful day and we 

were glad that the rain we had all been 
praying for did not arrive then. Family 
and friends began arriving about 10.30 
and everyone spent time catching up 
on news. Our older grandchildren 
served savouries, which were followed 
by a delicious meal cooked by Gail. 
After a couple of speeches and toasts, 
it was almost time for people to leave. 
Quite a few of them had come from 
outside Brisbane and had a long trip 
home. 
 

It was a wonderful weekend for us 
being with others who have shared 
some part of the 50 years we have 
spent together. Don and I have been 
truly blessed with our children, 
children-in-law and our grandchildren 
– Gail and Morton with Tamara and 
Travis, Desiree and Colin with 
Melinda and Kimberley, Yvette and 
Shane with Brooke and John and Sonia 
with Jack. 

Don and Pam with their family 
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It was quite an exciting prospect as we 
headed for Washington, the capital city of 
America, We were also renewing 
acquaintances made over the last couple of 
years, especially for Colin, Brenda, Roger 
and myself, since the Cory Family Society 
of America came to visit us in Harpole. 
We were staying at the Hilton in Arlington 
which is just across the river from the 
heart of the city.  

After a brief get together on Thursday 
night, some of us arranged to do a tour of 
the central part of Washington on foot on 

Friday. Earl Cory (from California) took 
us down to the Metro, the underground 
railway, and for a couple of dollars we 
came out at the centre of ‘The Mall’ at the 
Washington Monument. Wow, what a 
spectacle, standing on a large expanse of 
grass, built of marble, simple yet elegant, 
the Monument dominated the skyline and 
was visable from all over the city. It 
provides ‘The Mall’ and capital with a 
striking central focal point. We walked 
across the park, and in alignment with the 
Washington Memorial was the War 
Memorial which was very splendid.  
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The Cory Family Society of America Meeting 2006 
Washington DC 

Marilyn Cory  

There were twenty two participants, Fred & Bernice Corey, Earl Cory, Arthur Corey, Mabel 
Zwobot, Marjorie Hoffmaster & Joyce Daub, Beverley & Art Hendon,  Sue Corey & Jan Arnett, 

James Corey, David Doheny, Pat Lytle, Kathleen Reed & Patti Sanda, Kathy & Steve Zwobot,  all 
from theUSA and Brenda & Roger Miller, Colin & Marilyn Cory from the UK.  



On the approach to the Lincoln Memorial, 
built in the Greek Doric temple style, you 
walked by a large rectangle lake. After 
climbing up the many steps to reach the 
20ft high statue of where Lincoln sits 
surveying the city, on a still day you 
could look back and see the reflection of 
the Washington Monument in the lake, 
the whole area was beautifully set out. 
The Memorial has become a symbol for 
equality and civil rights. This is where in 
1963 freedom marchers gathered at the 
Lincoln Memorial  to listen to Dr. Martin 
Luther King deliver his famous ‘I Have a 
Dream’ speech from the memorial steps. 

 We walked on to the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial, known as ‘the wall’. The 
names of American soldiers who were 
killed during the period between 1959 and 
1975 are inscribed on to a black granite V 
shaped memorial containing 58,209 
names. One wing points towards the 
Lincoln Memorial while the other 
stretches east towards the Washington 

Monument.  

Foggy Bottom and the White House was 
our next destination. Today Foggy 
Bottom is known for the Federal buildings 
that have their headquarters here. For two 
centuries the White House, 1600 
Pennsylvania Avenue, has been the most 
famous house in America. Unfortunately, 
although Fred Cory had tickets for us to 
visit the White House, he could not obtain 
the security clearance information which 
was required for everyone who wished to 
tour the building, therefore it had to be 
shelved.  

There are nine museums of the 
Smithsonian Institution on the mall which 
we passed on our way to the Capitol 
Building. It is an independent institution 
holding 140 million artefacts which 
curiously was endowed by an 
Englishman, James Smithson, gentleman 
and scientist and illegitimate son of the 
1st Duke of Northumberland. He had 

never visited the 
US, but on his 
death left half a 
million dollars 
to found an 
establishment 
for the increase 
of knowledge, 
the original 
building was 
completed in 
1855.  

We then headed 
up towards 
Capitol Hill the 
most 
recognisable 
building in 
Washington 
City and visible 
from all over the 
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Colin Cory and his sister Brenda Miller at the Lincoln Monument  
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city. It is both workplace and a monument 
where Congress, the nations lawmakers 
and tax takers, made up of the Senate and 
the House of Representatives - meets. It is 
from here each president sets off on his 
inauguration parade, returning to give the 
annual ‘State of the Union’ address. It is a 
magnificent building giving the city its 
majestic appearance.  

We gathered together on Friday night for a 
film showing “The Crucible”, a play by 
Arthur Miller about Witch Trials which 
took place in Salem in 1692. Giles Cory 
was a victim of these trials. (Newsletter 11) 

Saturday morning began cold but sunny as 
our party gathered in the lobby to go on a 
riverboat trip to Mount Vernon, the 
country estate of George Washington. It 
took about 45 minutes before we sighted 
the house and it is said to be one of the 
most attractive historic houses of America. 
The path winds up from the river and we 
came firstly to his tomb where he and 
Martha, his wife, are buried. We passed 
various outbuildings, all laid out as they 
would have been during his lifetime. It 
was his home for 40 years. He ran a farm 
and was very progressive in his thinking 
about better ways of farming and crop 
rotation etc. During his lifetime he tripled 
its size to 8,000 acres, divided it into five 
separate farms and landscaped the 
mansion grounds, meadows, copses, 
riverside walks and a vineyard. Set on a 
side of hill it has beautiful views of the 
river on either side. The weather going 
back on the boat was idyllic, warm and 
sunny and we congregated on the upper 
decks with a glass of red wine, renewing 
friendships and making new ones.  

It was mid afternoon when we docked and 
we hopefully had just enough time to visit 
the Arlington National Cemetery. 

The cemetery formed part of Washington 
itself until 1846, for many people in the 
19th century, Arlington was where the 
south started. The Confederate 
commander, Robert E Lee’s home was 
there for many years overlooking the river 
and city beyond and it is on this land that 
the cemetery is built today. The cemetery 
began as a burial ground for soldiers of the 
civil war and white headstones spread 
across the hillsides. We got on a tour 
mobile bus which took us around the 
enormous cemetery as it covers 600 acres 
and contains around a quarter of a million 
war dead and other national heroes, some 
from the Space Shuttle Challenger. We 
saw J F Kennedy and his wife’s grave with 
the eternal flame which was very simple, 
just large flat stones all on ground level, 
without adornment. Another of the stops 
was Robert E Lee’s house, set on very 
high ground with fantastic views 
overlooking the whole of the city.  

On Sunday the get together was coming to 
a close, but not before we gathered for a 
luncheon and the annual meeting which 
took place in the Hilton where we were 
staying. We felt that we had only just 
begun to get to know some of the people 
we had not made aquaintance with before 
and were still finding out their Cory 
connections.  

The Annual Meeting began about 1.00pm 
with everyone introducing themselves and 
giving a little information into their 
backgrounds. (I think I would like to 
suggest that they do this on the first night 
in future, so we can all get to know each 
other better sooner). The Minutes of the 
Meeting for 2005 were read and the 
Treasurers report given. No increases in 
fees were mentioned this time and they 
had a reasonably healthy balance. Art then 
spoke about the DNA project, he put 



emphasis on the John of Southold line, as 
they still have no definite origin of this 
line and he is still looking for volunteers in 
England and possibly Scotland to help find 
a connection. More investigations are 
needed on ll lines though and a further 
$400 was pledged to the Cory Society in 
England for the purpose of carrying on 
with this work.  

The next meeting location was discussed 
and a few places mentioned, San 
Francisco, Yellowstone and New 

Brunswick. Earl Cory suggested that if it 
was San Francisco he would be able to 
organise a get together, being reasonably 
close to the area. The meeting adjourned 
around 4.00p.m. and we said our goodbyes 
and headed up to New York for the final 
leg of our journey home. 
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You hear so much from the media these 
days about how the Internet has made 
researching your family so easy. All those 
“Who Do You Think You Are?” 
programmes, showing celebrities tracing 
their tree so quickly, and travelling all 
over the world to do it. I do enjoy them, 
but they never show the hours the 
researchers put in behind the scenes to 
find the path that they follow so easily on 
screen.  Then there are the websites which 
advertise how “I had been searching for 
him/her for years and the day after I joined 
he/she made contact- reunited at last!” 
 
I have always preferred to surf the net for 
free and shy away from the sites that want 
my money, but I confess that I have joined 
two over these last few months, and I 
thought you might find my experiences 
interesting. The first site I joined was 

Curious Fox. I stumbled across it years 
ago and was pleased to be able to post 
details of my interest in the Parkers of 
Newcastle for free. This did have the draw 
back that contact could only be made by 
those paying a fee to Curious Fox, so 
although it was there for anybody to see, I 
would have to wait for them to contact me. 
I put full details of my search for my 
maternal great grandfather John Parker 
and his second wife Lily Ann (née Burrell 
Cory), and all of their children and birth 
dates in great detail. 
  
I checked the site often over the next year 
but there was no other interest posted for 
this family and no e-mails about them. 
Eventually I forgot all about it until our 
Hon Sec gave me an article about Curious 
Fox. I logged on to the site and was 
surprised to find my Parkers and all their 
children, complete with dates exactly 
matching my records. Oh the excitement, 
but I would have to pay to find out more 
as the person who had posted the details 
on the site had not. Well it was only £5 so 
in the thrill of the moment I paid my fee 
and went through the process of making 
contact. Security measures to safeguard 
my e-mail address meant that all contact 
would come initially through Curious Fox. 
Next time I logged onto my Internet 
provider, I had an e-mail from Curious 

 
Lessons Learnt  in  
Internet Genealogy 

 

 
Margaret Goffin 
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Fox, saying someone was interested in the 
same people as me and their e-mail would 
be forwarded. The e-mail came and there 
was all the exact information on the 
Parkers that I had so we obviously shared 
the same relatives. Oh I was so pleased, 
now perhaps I would be able to put names 
to the faces in my mystery photograph. I 
checked the e-mail address of the sender 
and it was mine! It was over 5 years ago 
when I posted those details to the notice 
board. Ah well, it proved the system 
worked. 
 
My next subscription was to Genes 
Reunited in order to view the family tree 
of Shirley Loffhagen who had contacted 
our Hon Sec asking about Joe Burrell 
Cory. As regular readers will know I have 
reached a block with this family and so 
somebody inquiring about my great 
grandfather was wonderful. I joined 
reluctantly, because I have been told that 
by putting your family tree on the site you 
lose ownership of it. Why does this 
matter? Perhaps because after all your 
hard work ensuring your family details are 
correct, this information once passed on 
and then on again to another and another, 
could be added to, hopefully not 
incorrectly, but you would not know who 
had seen it or even have the chance to 
contact someone related to your ancestor. 
 
Thinking I would just pay to view 
Shirley’s tree, I joined, but there was no 
way to avoid entering my own family tree, 
starting with me, and as I filled in 
obligatory boxes I began to feel 
uncomfortable over just how much 
information I had to complete and how 
long it was taking. I kept my entries to the 
bare minimum and did not include 
siblings. You have the choice over who 
you give permission to view your tree and 
you have the option to hide living 
relatives. But when you have been granted 

permission to view someone else’s tree, it 
seems churlish not to allow that person to 
view your tree.  And  why would you 
mind sharing your information? After all 
familyhistory researchers are a friendly lot 
and always willing to help each other. 
True, but I was surprised to find one 
contact had over 5000 individuals in his 
tree. Surely they can’t all be related to 
him! Had he checked every detail in that 
tree? 
  
Shirley’s interest in Joe Burrell Cory was 
only through his wife Elizabeth Rowland 
and no extra information was gained on 
my Corys. I did meet up with Shirley who 
was visiting England from New Zealand 
and she was a lovely lady with interesting 
tales about the Rowland family whom I 
admit I had neglected in my research in 
favour of Corys. The Rowlands were a big 
family, whose parents and grandparents 
came from big families and adding them 
to my Genes Reunited tree brought a 
deluge of “hot hit” e-mails which only 
gave me information on branches of my 
Rowland tree too distant to be of use. 
Added to this deluge of Rowlands were 
others enquiring about John Parkers and 
John Betts from all over the world and 
none of them mine!   
 
Did I gain any really useful information? 
Personally no, yet I can see that for 
someone just starting their family history 
this might appear to be an easy way of 
doing it but how can you be sure of the 
accuracy of the information you receive 
without source references?   



On our way to Devon in October we made 
a detour to Cardiff to visit Dyffryn 
Gardens.  What a surprise to see that the 
house was being encased in scaffolding - 
again!   
 

We were there on this occasion to view the 
Cory Commemorative Exhibition in 
celebration of 100 years since the garden 
was established to the design of an 
eminent landscape architect, Thomas 
Mawson, in 
collaboration with 
Reginald Cory 
(1871-1934) 
the son of John 
Cory who built 
the mansion in 
1893.  But the 
semi-permanent 
marquee was 
empty!  The staff 
at the tea-room 
informed us 
that the exhibition 
had already been 
dismantled!  How 
come?  In July, I 
had received information that the closure 
date was 17 December (and it’s not my 
failing memory, I still have the e-mail on 
my computer to prove it!). 
  

Gerry Donovan who gave us a guided tour 
on the Cory Society visit in September 
1998 was contacted and she kindly offered 
to come to see us after her 
meeting. Meanwhile, we enjoyed an early 
lunch.  On her arrival she suggested we 
look around the gardens (good timing as it 
later rained!) while she selected some 
boards for us to see.  We later met again at 
the tea-rooms and had a long chat about 

the latest developments and 
research.  They have much Heraldry on 
the hall window at the house and curious 
to know of the connection – if any - with 
the Cory family.   I shall be working on 
this when I receive some photographs. The 
new visitors' centre and tea-rooms are well 
under way on the site of the estate kennels 
and utilises the existing east lodge.  
Thankfully, the curious plan to site the 
facilities above the rockery has been 

abandoned.  No 
decision has yet 
been taken by the 
Vale of 
Glamorgan over 
the future use of 
the house.   
Surprising - or is 
it par for the 
course?  Have 
you any 
suggestions other 
than a hotel or 
conference 
centre?!  I have 
never understood 
why the new 

visitors’ centre and tea-rooms were 
required as these could have been in the 
house, an asset which would attract more 
visitors.    
 

And the scaffolding?  On our visit in 
January 1998 the roof was being patched 
up but this time it is to have a completely 
new roof so the scaffolding will be even 
higher than shown in the photograph!   
Along with repairs to the external 
stonework the cost to the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council is £1.4 million.  The 
men investigating the south wall under the 
scaffolding were startled when I took a 

A New Roof for Dyffryn   
by Ida Birch 

Dyffryn House in October 2006: 
 half way up with the scaffolding 
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flash photograph to record the scene, 
concerned that it was lightning! 
 

Featured in the exhibition were copies of 
paintings of Dyffryn Gardens by water 
colourist Edith Helen Adie (1865-1947).  
We had seen some of these on an RHS 
visit in 2002 soon after they were 
identified at the Royal Horticultural 
Society among a collection of her 
paintings.  They were thought to have 
been part of the huge bequest of Reginald 
Cory but not accessioned.  However, later 
research revealed that they were 
bequeathed to the Lindley Library at the 
RHS by Edward A Bowles, a fellow 
garden enthusiast of Myddleton House, 
Enfield, who died in 1954.  Edward, 
himself an illustrator, had inherited them 
from the artist and it is possible that it was 
Edward Bowles who introduced Reginald 
Cory to Edith Adie whose pictorial record 
of the plantings in 1923 has been 
invaluable to those involved in the 
restoration of the gardens.   Permission has 
been granted by the RHS for 6 of the 
paintings to be used for post-cards of  
Dyffryn – a welcome addition to the Gift 
Shop.   
 

John Cory (1828 - 1910),  was honoured 
in his lifetime with a bronze statue by Sir 
William Goscombe John erected in 
Cathays Park.  The inscription reads: 
 

John Cory, Coal Owner, Philanthropist.  
This statue is erected by his friends and 
fellow citizens as a token of their 
appreciation of his world wide sympathies. 
1906. 
 

One of Jean Hayes’s family history friends 
spotted a picture of the statue in the News 
of the World showing landmarks in most 
need of cleaning.  It was among five short- 
listed for a competition, sponsored by 
Proctor & Gamble, to fund the local 

council to do the necessary work.   The 
Church of St Marks was voted the winner 
receiving £15,000 for Bristol but Cardiff 
will have received £5,000 as one of the 
runners up and thus will be able to clean 
John Cory’s statue. 
 

Do visit the gardens if you are in South 
Wales. Dyffryn Gardens and Arboretum 
has been registered Grade 1 by CADW/
ICOMOS UK. 
  
The designation reads: 
 

The gardens at Dyffryn are the grandest 
and most outstanding Edwardian 
gardens in Wales.  They are comparable 
to some of the most extravagant gardens 
of the period in Britain. 
   

Ida Birch & Jean Hayes at John Cory’s statue, 
Cathays Park, Cardiff in January 1998.  
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Dear Members, 
 

Cory Society’s next committee meeting. 
Saturday 10th March 2007  

As you know you are very welcome to 
come and join us at a committee meeting 
and so I put the next dates into newsletters 
now. You may also want to forward a 
question or information to catch the 
meeting. As some of you may know, there 
are plans to move the Records from the 
Family Record Centre to join the National 
Archives at Kew in south west London. At 
present we are hoping to still be able to 
hold our next meeting there though. The 
Summer Annual General and Committee 
Meeting is at Cambridge. We are not yet 
sure of our Autumn meeting date or 
venue.  

Thanks for continuing to renew your 
membership by sending the enclosed form 
to Rosemary Gitsham early in January. 
Last year you were very good about this 
and it did help. With best wishes to you all 
from all the committee.  

Constitution Changes proposed for 
2007 AGM 

The Society’s Constitution has stood the 
test of time very well and seldom needs 
altering. However, at present we need to 
make two small alterations to aid the 
efficient working of the Executive 
Committee. This can only be done at an 
Annual General Meeting – the next one 
being in the summer of 2007. However, to 
ensure sufficient notice to all our 
membership, we are publishing our 
recommendations now for those present at 
the next AGM to vote upon. This will 
appear in the AGM booking form, but 
should you have comments please feel 
free to forward them to the Secretary. The 
amendments were necessary in order to 
enable the Treasurer to vote and to 
streamline Membership and Newsletter 
distribution tasks. 

We propose that the Standing Rules and 
Constitution be, and is hereby amended, 
by the deletion of Rule 3D  

‘The Executive Committee shall be 
empowered to co-opt to itself any person 
or persons, to a limit of five, whether or 
not he/she/they be members of the Society. 
Such persons would have no voting 
powers.’  

and the substitution of the following at 
3D: 

‘The Executive Committee shall be 
empowered to co-opt to itself a full voting 
member any person or persons to a limit 
of five.’ 

We also propose in Section 4 ‘Finance’ 
deletion of this sentence: 

‘For new members joining after 31st 
August their subscription will be deemed 
to be paid until 31st December of the 
following year.’ 
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From the Hon. Sec. 



Proposer: Mark Hassall [Chairman], 
Seconder: Jean Hayes [Secretary] 

 
 

2007 EVENT - ADVANCE NOTICE - 
CAMBRIDGE  Friday 22nd/Saturday 
23rd and Sunday 24th June 2007 

An invitation to come and join us at 
Cambridge for a unique weekend. We 
shall have the Cory AGM there at some 
point but this does not take up much time 
as reports are all circulated ahead now.  

The Committee is  hoping that by 
choosing some interesting places scattered 
around our country that you will be 
tempted to come. We should love to meet 
more of you. Cambridge has good 
transport links and lots of attractions as 
well as playing a unique role in several 
Cory lines especially if you belong or link 
to an East Anglian / Norfolk Line or West 
Putford, Devon. 

If your Corys came from elsewhere you 
will still find it a good trip and there is 
always plenty to interest non-Cory family 
members or friends on our trips. We shall 
probably be based at one hotel but the 
whole range of accommodation is found 
in the neighbourhood, or you may have 
friends nearby. We try to keep costs down 
and do not aim to make a profit. Volunteer 
Leaders are giving their time and travel 
costs to make this a good experience for 
YOU. 

Yours sincerely,  
  Jean Hayes 
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THE CORY SOCIETY NEWSLETTER GETS A MAKEOVER! 

 
  

I expect you were surprised to find a smaller sized newsletter but it does have twice 
as many pages to make up for it! The committee decided at the last Society committee 
meeting in October to adopt this format because, under the new postal charges, the A4 
size would have been a lot more expensive to distribute. We hope that you like it. 
  

The very first Cory Newsletter consisted of four pages and was published in July 
1993. The Chairman Vernon Cory wrote then “ The possibility of more than a single 
origin of Corys cannot be completely excluded but it is safe to say that Corys are of 
Anglo-Saxon origin, have been in Southern England for a very long time and have 
produced their full quota of interesting and thoroughly worthy individuals”.  

 

DNA has confirmed the first part, finding that the majority of Corys migrated across 
Europe in prehistoric times, and each successive  newsletter has reported interesting 
individuals and yes, many were worthy. Rosemary Gitsham has recently discovered the 
Old Bailey website and most Corys named on there were victims rather than perpetrators 
which is good news. You can see  these  records at http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/
search/browse/browse_linked_records.html.  

Margaret Goffin,  Editor 
 
 



 
Imagine the surprise when, after knowing 
Margaret Goffin and her husband for over 
30 years we discovered that we are both 
related to Corys, living in the same 
village, with children who were friends at 
school together. 
 
Following my retirement I decided to look 
into the family history, and Margaret was 
able to tell me that my father, Alpheus 
Frederick William Cory (Fred), who died 
in 1999 aged 89, was traceable back 
through the Norfolk line to Bramerton. 
This all came to light just shortly after 
David Bedford-Groom died who was from 
the same line. 
 
My great-grandfather, Frederick Edward 
Cory, a bootmaker, was also a Methodist 

lay preacher in the Swaffham, Norfolk 
area and I have a certificate which was 
presented to him on completion of 66 
years as a lay preacher, although the 
Methodist archives in Manchester and 
Swaffham cannot find any records for 
him. My father recounted travelling by 
pony and trap on a Sunday with him to 
chapel. Hopefully Swaffham Museum, 
which is presently closed for 
refurbishment will have some record of 
this, or indeed of the exhibition which they 
staged in 1985 to mark 125 years of 
Methodism in Swaffham. A book, sadly 
now out of print, which I discovered at the 
Gressenhall Rural Life Museum, was also 
published, recounting the history of 
Methodism in the town. There is a 
reference to the Cory name in it, but I have 
not as yet been able to obtain a copy. It 
also refers to a William Henry Cory, a 
jeweller, who left Swaffham to move to 
Nottingham in 1875. He presented the 
Methodists with an engraved teapot when 
he left which was on diplay in the 
museum. Where does he fit in to my 
family tree? 
 
My father said that as a boy he travelled 
from his then home in Camberwell to stay 
with two aunts who ran a baker’s shop in 
Swaffham. One of whom was Martha 
Cory, listed as head baker, wife of Richard 
Robert Cory. All of this needs a lot more 
research when time permits. 
 
We also have in the family a miniature 
wooden boot that could have been an 
apprentice piece. Did it once belong to 
Frederick Edward Cory, - if only I had 
asked my father?  
 

NORFOLK ROOTS       

 Gill Whitehead 
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Frederick Edward Cory (1842 - 1928) 
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A visit to a local history fair this summer 
brought another surprise. Some reprints of 
the minutes of the Court of Mayoralty of 
Norwich, 1632-35, were being sold for £2. 
In them is a reference to Alderman Cory, as 
well as Ann, John, Robert and Thomas 
Cory. David Bedford-Groom’s tree shows 
that a John Cory was Sheriff of Norwich in 
1645, so perhaps these names all link to him, 
my research list grows even longer. 
 
I also have a list, written by Frederick 
Edward Cory, showing the births and deaths 
of his children. It shows my grandfather, 
William Robert Cory, was the fifth child 
born to Frederick and his wife Frances 
Harriet. I think my mother filled in the dates 
of their deaths as this is in different writing.  
 
Little did I know that 30 years ago, when my 
husband and I moved from Hampshire to 

Norfolk I would be moving to a county 
where so much of my family history is to be 
found. There is so much more to do and 
learn and after an enforced rest this year I 
look forward to it with great anticipation. 
Just think, if a chance remark to Margaret 
had not been made I would have been 
unaware of my connection to the Cory 
Society.  I have also been able to show my 
brother, David, and my sister, Linda, the 
plaque in Bramerton church in memory of 
Robert Cory who died in 1629. My father 
signed the visitors’ book there in the 1980’s 
when my husband, Dennis, took him on a 
tour of the area, but at that time we had no 
idea of the significance of it. I cannot thank 
Margaret Goffin enough for her help and 
encouragement and I look forward to 
meeting some of the people who have 
already been in touch with me. 
 
 
Gill’s line descends through Norfolk Table A11 from - 
 
Sendall Utting Corey (1796-1866) married in 1817 

Mary Ann Goodman (1799-1878) 
 

Goodman : Harriet (1817) 
Corey: Mar ianne (1818) 
 Sarah Ann (1820) 
 Phoebe Utting (1822)  
 Susan (1824) 
 Sendall Goodman (1826) 
 Richard Robert (1828) a baker [Tricia White’s line] 
 Hannah Maria (1832) [David Bedford-Groom’s line] 
 William Henry (1834) 
 Sarah Ann (1836 ob inf) 
 Sarah Ann (1839) 
 Frederick Edward (1842 -1928) married (2) in 1869 

Francis Harriet Lawrence (1847-1920) 
  
Cory:   Fanny Lawrence (1871) 
 Frederick Henry (1872) 
 William Edward (1874) 
 Annie (1876) 
 Annie Beatrice (1885) 
 Frederick Horace (1899) 
 William Robert (1881-1954)  
married (1) in 1906 married (2) in 1917 

Lucy Mainwood (1882-1915) Ada Ellen Fuller(1880) 
 
Cory: Alpheus F  (1910– 1999) Cory: Reginald  W  
married in 1935  (1921-1992) 
Norah Edith Knight (1909-1988)  
 
 David Alan (1936)  
 Linda Margaret (1943)  
 Gillian Vera (1945) 

Frederick Edward with Frances Harriet 
Lawrence (1847-1920).  

They married in 1869 at St. Pancras  
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NEW MEMBERS WELCOMED: 

Vera Cory, Roundswell, Barnstaple, Devon  
whose late husband Dennis was the grandson of 
Arabella Cory (born in 1862) of the Cornwall 
Poundstock line (Tree E). 

Miss Ruth Illingworth, Walton on the Naze, 
Essex, whose gt uncle George Leonard Dean 
married Eliza Maria Cory at St George’s Deal 
in 1893. 

 

E-mail address correction: 

Mrs Gillian Vera Whitehead’s e-mail address 
is not as given in the Membership Directory. 

 

GOLDEN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY: 

Many congratulations to Pam and Don Cory 
who were married at St Paul’s Anglican Church 
at Ashgrove, Australia in 1956. In 1963 the 
couple moved to Arana Hills, Pine Rivers 
Shire, Queensland 4054, Australia, where they 
have lived ever since. Pam is our Australian Co
-ordinator. 

 
DEATHS:   
 
Annie Dorothy Corey (nee Jeffery) died 
peacefully aged 64 on September 3rd 2006 after 
a long illness courageously and patiently 

fought. A much loved wife 
of John. Her funeral 
service was at Penmount 
Crematorium Truro. 
Annie’s life story can be 
found in the society 
newletter number 30, April 
2003  
 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

E-MAILS TO THE EDITOR 
 
 
Michael Cory spotted in the Daily 
Telegraph, Sports page 15, 1 Dec 2006,  
under the heading ‘Crooner Cory’, a letter 
from Diana Law, Football Media 
Manager of Manchester United. She 
pointed out that the so called "Las Vegas 
Crooner" described by Tim Rich in his 
coverage of Manchester United's tribute 
to George Best was indeed Peter Corey, 
who is an established singer in "Les 
Miserables" and as a friend of the Best 
family, performed at George Best's 
funeral.  Diana Law said that it seemed 
fitting that he should also mark George's 
anniversary and was welcomed at the 
tribute by all who knew George. 

 
 
 

FAMILY HISTORY FAIRS 
 

 
The Bracknell Fair, Bracknell Spor ts Centre,  
Bagshot Road, (A322) Bracknell 
Sunday Jan 28th 2007 10am-5pm 
The Sussex & South London Fair, 
K2 Crawley Pease Pottage Hill, Crawley 
Sunday Feb 11th 10am-5pm 
The Oxfordshire & Bucks Fair,  
Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington  
Saturday Feb 25th 10am-5pm 
The Merseyside & Cheshire Fair,  
Hulme Hall, Bolton Road, Portsunlight, Wirral,  
Sunday March 11th 10am-5pm 
The Stockport Town Hall Fair, 
Wellington Road South, Stockport 
Sunday April 1st 10am-5pm 
The South Coast Fair, 
Worthing Pavilion Theatre, Marine Parade, Worthing 
Sunday April 22nd 10am-5pm 
The Kent Fair, 
Market Hall, Barker Road, Lockmeadow, Maidstone 
Sunday May 13th 10 m-5pm 
 



The Cory Society DNA Project:     Margaret Goffin 
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We have two tests results to announce 
this time which we received during the 
summer but there was insufficient space 
in the last issue to bring you up to date. 
 

Bob Marhenke (Davidstow line) enlisted 
the help of his cousin Joe Corey to 
discover their Cory line’s DNA. It 
matched 100 % to 3 other volunteers 
from Poundstock, Tresparett, North 
Petherwin and Jacobstow/ Lifton lines! 
This opens up whole new areas of 
research.  
 

New member David K Cory was also 
keen to find out about his DNA and paid 
for his own test, for which we are 
extremely grateful as funding for our 
DNA project is always limited. David’s 
markers matched others already tested in 
the above group confirming his Lifton 
line ancestry. 
 

We use Relative Genetics for our DNA 
testing, and they have a new system 
making it easier for anyone wanting to 
have their DNA tested to apply on-line.  
This includes good displays of results 
plus the ability to search the entire 
database for a match and the facilty to 
make contact by e-mail with that 
individual if you should wish to do so.  
 

Our Society has now tested 17 Corys and 
that is a fair number considering that 
most of our members are not Cory males. 
The project results overall are 45 samples 
tested (the majority are from the 
American Cory Family Society) and there 
are five big groups with some other 
individuals unmatched as we have not 
been able to test enough males in their 
line. 
  

Michael Myers, is descended from 
Alexander Turner Cory’s daughter Bertha 
Maud (Norfolk Tree) and tells me that he 

has had his DNA tested as part of a 
project run by Leicester University. This 
test was on 17 sites whereas the Cory 
Society tests 26 or  37. Being descended 
from a Myers male his DNA does not 
match male Cory DNA but he is now 
going to have his maternal DNA tested by 
the Sorenson Molecular Genealogy 
Foundation who are doing tests for free 
for those who have 2,4,8 grandparents 
with birth dates and place. Being a free 
service you do not get a returned print 
out. It will be posted on the internet. The 
website address is http://www.smgf.org/
pages/overview.jspx 
  
Art Corey, the American Cory Family 
Society DNA co-ordinator, has decided to 
step down. He gave his final report on the 
DNA project at their AGM in October 
where the committee voted once again to 
set aside funds to aid us with our DNA 
testing for which we are most 
appreciative. I will miss Art who, as my 
fellow co-ordinator, has always been 
willing to offer help and advice. I look 
forward to continue working on the 
project with their new co-ordinator, 
James Corey. 
 

There is now enough money in our DNA 
fund to test a few more samples. The 
DNA of the Devon and Cornwall, and 
Northants participants has given us some 
outstanding results and now we need to 
concentrate on the Norfolk lines. I will be 
writing to selected Cory males in the New 
Year asking them to participate in our 
next batch of sampling. Their 
contribution adds another piece to the 
puzzle and helps them and others make 
family connections when existing 
genealogical records alone may not be 
enough. Please help if you can. 
 

 



 
 
Officers: - 
 
Chairman Mark Hassall,  
  
Hon. Secretary  
and Contact for Links & Publicity Jean Hayes,  
 
Treasurer  Paul Holloway,  
  
Ex Officio Archivist  
and Devon/Cornwall/S.Wales Co-ordinator  Ida Birch,  
  
 
Editor, Webmaster, DNA Co-ordinator  
and Deputy Norfolk Co-ordinator  Margaret Goffin,  
  
  
Others:-  Rosemary Holloway,  
  
  
Honorary Founder Archivist Michael R. Cory,  
  
  
Kent Co-ordinator and Publications William Cory,  
  
  
Northants Co-ordinator  Marilyn Cory,  
  
  
Australian Co-ordinator Pam Cory,  
  
 
Membership Secretary  Rosemary Gitsham. 

  
 

 

 

The Cory Society does not agree necessarily with the statements and opinions in this publication 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: General enquiries e-mail: cory@one-name.org  


