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Member of the Federation of 
Family History Societies 

 "The Daily Telegraph - 23 Feb 2006 

This delightful photograph was taken when our granddaughter, Miranda Birch, toppled the first 
tower block of Biscuit City at Selfridges in London at the demolition of a massive work of art which 
had taken seven days to build from 72,000 biscuits!   The hybrid city sculpture by Song Dong, a 
Chinese artist, followed his trend of making works of art from food.  A tea party followed but 
questions were raised as to whether one should eat biscuits after so many days on display!   Three 
year old Miranda, pictured with her mother Juliana, is the granddaughter of Peter and Ida Birch. 

The photograph appears with the permission of The Daily Telegraph."  



The Cory Society      April 2006 Newsletter No 39  Page 2 

Continued from front page 
A few snippets from the West Briton and Cornwall 
Advertiser on a Rootsweb List for Cornwall by people 
who are working their way through the newspapers for the 
benefit of one and all.  Our grateful thanks to the dedicated 
contributors for an insight into the way our ancestors lived 
and their help with genealogy too. 
 

Reports of two accidents - separated by almost 50 years - 
concerning Corys of Lostwithiel relating to horse drawn 
vehicles.  A case of history repeating itself! It reminded me 
of my mother relating that her aunt was killed in 1920 in a 
horse and trap accident in a Devon country lane between 
Woolsery and Bradworthy.   
 

1)  14 December 1838 
DISTRESSING ACCIDENT 
On Tuesday night last, on the arrival of the Quicksilver mail 
at St. Austell, one of the horses which was unharnessed from 
the coach, took fright at a gig which was in the street, and 
darted off at a high speed towards the stables, in High Cross
-street.  On turning a corner, the head of the poor animal 
came into such violent contact with a wall that it was killed 
on the spot.  The horse belonged to Mr. Cory, of Lostwithiel, 
and was a very valuable one. 
 

2)  6 June 1887 
ACCIDENTS AT LOSTWITHIEL –  
At Lostwithiel on Tuesday evening Mr. John Cory and his 
cousin were thrown out of a trap when near the station.  
Both escaped with bruises; the trap and harness were 
slightly damaged. 
 

A report of diseased meat at the London market but one 
wonders whether a delay in reaching the market was the 
cause.   
 

3)  7 April 1887 
LAUNCESTON - SENDING DISEASED MEAT TO 
LONDON - John Henry Cory, butcher, of Launceston, was 
fined £1 and costs at the Mansion House Police-court, on 
Monday, for sending to London the carcase of a sheep which 
was unfit for human food. 
 

Excuse the pun, but you may bear the ramification of the 
following in mind if you exercise your ‘Right to Roam’ and 
choose to enter a field of sheep!  
 

4)  3 October 1887  
ATTACK BY A RAM – Whilst Mr. William Cory, sen., of 
Hendra Cottages, West Launceston, was gathering 
mushrooms in a field at Tresmarrow, on Friday, he was 
attacked by a ram and knocked down, one of his legs being 
broken. Mr. Cory, who is nearly 70 years of age, lay on the 
ground some time before assistance arrived, and whilst there 
he was obliged to use his walking-stick and wave his pocket-
handkerchief to keep the ram from further attacking him. 
 

The following announcements confirm a link I had long 
suspected:  an Isle of Wight Cory family’s roots were in St 
Austell, Cornwall. 
 

5)  24 Aug 1838 
MARRIAGES 
On Tuesday last, at St. Thomas's Church, Newport, Isle of 
Wight, by the Rev. Charles Worsley, Henry, youngest son of 
John Cory, Esq., of St. Austell, to Jane, only daughter of 
John Rogers, Esq., of the former place. 
 

6)  10 May 1839 
BIRTHS 

At Newport, Isle of Wight, on Friday last, the wife of Mr. 
Henry Cory, chemist &c., late of St. Austell, of a son.  
 

Also on  the Rootsweb List, from the WAUKESHA 
FREEMAN, Waukesha, Wisconsin which demonstrates - 
along with the ram incident above - the hazards of farming! 
 

7) 14 Dec 1905 
OBITUARY 
"MRS. SARAH PEARDON died Dec. 1, 1905, at her home in 
Whitewater, Wis., aged  81 years and six months, and was 
buried at Farmington; Rev. JOHN LUGG  officiating.  MRS. 
PEARDON'S maiden name was SARAH CORY.  She was 
born in Cornwall, England, June 4, 1824.  In 1846 she was 
married to WM. COLWELL and came to America:  they 
lived in Eagle, Waukesha Co. a short time until they 
purchased a farm in Farmington, Jefferson Co.  MR. 
COLWELL was accidentally killed in 1858 while running a 
threshing machine.  In 1868 she was married to RICHARD 
PEARDON, of Eagle, where she lived until his death in 
1887.  Since then she has made her home with her children.  
She was the mother of seven children, six of them surviving 
her, viz.:  MRS. MARY CAMPBELL and MRS. STATLE 
ROBINSON, of Whitewater; MRS. HATTIE DUNNING, of 
Sioux Falls, S.D.; EDMUND COLWELL, of Woodland, 
Minn.; WALTER COLWELL, of Clyde, Kas; and CLAUDE 
PEARDON of Springfield, Illinois, five of them being with 
her during her last sickness.  MRS. PEARDON was one of 
the early settlers of this state, coming here in territorial 
days.  She was a member of the M. E. Church and enjoyed a 
large circle of  friends." 
 

Notes on the above 
1)  Mr Cory:  This could be John Cory (1800-1866) of Tree 
17 Lansallos, son of Henry & Grace Cory, who moved to 
Lostwithiel or a member of Tree 28 Lostwithiel.   
 

2)  John Cory:   Possibly John Cory (1826-1885) son of John 
above or John bp 1865 a grandson of the above.  Tree 17.  
 

3)  John Henry Cory:  of the Egloskerry branch, a 24 year 
old butcher in Launceston in 1881.  Tree 3 North Petherwin.  
 

4)  William Cory:  probably William Cory (1823-1903) 
butcher of South Petherwin, not far from the field at 
Tresmarrow.  Tree 3 North Petherwin   
 

5 ) Henry Cory:  son of John, an auctioneer, & Mary Cory of 
Tree 25 St Austell. 
 

6)  Henry Cory’s unnamed son:  JOHN HENRY CORY in 
the GRO Qtr Jun 1839 Isle of Wight Reg District VIII 220. 
 

7)  Sarah Cory:  the daughter of Samuel & Sarah Cory, a 
sister of member Halsey Cory’s ancestor William Cory.  
Tree K  Pyworthy.   
 

If you know differently or have further information please let 
me know. 
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E-MAILS TO THE EDITOR 

Hi Margaret,  

I have just read the newsletter. I have something re Trafalgar Ancestors. There is a very interesting web-site on the 
Northampton Mercury, I found a William Cory constable being regularly assaulted! Also an obituary of Samuel Cory died 
1841, one of the old Agamemnons, he served at the battle of Copenhagen. He was from Harpole. I traced his baptism to 
28/8/1762, parents Richard and Mary married 1752.  

Another nautical link---John Cory and Charlotte (Hailes or Eales) in 1841 census had Charlotte’s illegitimate son Edward 
(Edmund) living with them aged 9. He never took the Cory name. Diana Dobson found Edward Eales in a later census (I 
can´t remember which) listed as a Greenwich pensioner, I worked out that he must have been wounded in some naval battle 
of the Crimea as this was the only war at the time.  

 Peter Cory.    

 

 19th February 2006 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, SUNDAY TELEGRAPH:  
 
Sir, 
I find it difficult to express my disgust at the publication of 
pictures and video footage of British soldiers beating Iraqi 
youths. The level of violence shown has been spun out of all 
proportion by the media and was, in my opinion, little worse 
than the violence perpetrated by our own police on some of 
the protesters on the countryside march, certainly less than 
that inflicted on the coal miners in the 1970s. 
 
Having watched the footage several times, I did not see any 
vicious attempt, on behalf of our troops, to maim or seriously 
injure the youths, rather a measured beating to teach them a 
lesson. Had these youths stoned Saddam Hussein’s troops- 
they would probably have been  shot as would likely have 
been the case if they had been Palestinians. 
 

Irresponsible, self serving elements of the media, have once 
again, succeeded in humiliating our country, denigrating our 
armed forces and giving insurgents a sense of grievance 
which will make the task of our troops infinitely more 
difficult and dangerous. 
 

Further, it now seems likely that certain chairborne 
politically correct officers in the MOD will conduct a 
witchhunt  against those that they should be supporting. No 
wonder the army are finding difficulty in meeting recruiting 
targets. They are attacked from in front by insurgents, 
suicide bombers and extremists and from behind by the 
media and the MOD. 
 

As a retired merchant seaman I have some experience of the 
Middle East and think our troops are doing a good job in 
extremely difficult circumstances. If they have to get a bit 
rough on occasion then so be it, they are the ones on the 
ground and therefore the best judge of what is appropriate. 
 

I know that many people share my opinion but we don’t often 
get into print as our opinions are at odds with the received 
and perceived wisdom of the ‘chattering classes’. 
 

Richard Cory 
St Issey, Wadebridge           

 
The above is from Richard’s original letter.  

   
Please see the box at the bottom of page 8. 

 

 

 

E-MAILS TO THE EDITOR 

 Original Message From <richard.corey@>  
 
yo i had to break down and buy a flash stick so i could send pics 
home. 

I thought you folks might be interested in a picture of a 
handsome young Corey in Iraq. He happens to be one of the 

most recent participants in our DNA project, indicating 
that he is descended from the Rhode Island (William 
from Bristol) line. 
 
 Art Corey DNA Co-ordinator, Cory Family Society of 
America. 
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Obituary:   
The Reverend David Bedford-Groom FCA., FRSA. 

David Bedford Groom was born at home, in Carshalton, 
Surrey on the 25th December 1930. Apparently he interrupted 
the doctor’s Christmas dinner by arriving early! David 
attended Camden Road Junior School and was later educated 
at Sutton Grammar School. He would have liked to go to 
university and although he had been offered a place there was 
no grant available so his career took another course. He 
trained as an accountant and took his articles leading to a 
Fellowship in 1968. David started an accountancy business in 
Croydon during the early sixties. At that time, he was known 
simply as David Groom (Bedford being a middle Christian 
name after his mother Dorothy Alice Victoria Bedford) but 
he found that there was another David Groom practising in 
the town, so changed his name by Deed Poll to David 
Bedford-Groom. 
 

David was converted and became a Christian at the age of 
seven, having been led to the Lord by his brother Alan.  He 
was baptised in 1946 at the age of 16 at West Street Chapel, 
Carshalton. He married his first wife, Brenda in August 1958 
at West Street Chapel and they were happily married for 42 
years. Their son Timothy was born in 1960 and Anthony 
followed in 1965. Tim and Anthony had a sister, Shirley, but 
sadly she only lived five or six weeks and died in 1963. 
 

In their early married life, they lived in Mitcham for four 
years and then moved to Sanderstead. They attended 
Mitchley Hill Chapel. David sensed a call to Christian 
Ministry and in the summer of 1976, he was appointed Pastor 
of Lawshall Evangelical Free Church in Suffolk and, in 1981 
became a fully accredited minister in the Federation of 
Independent Evangelical Churches. He served at Lawshall for 
twelve years and saw considerable church growth and was a 
much beloved pastor there. It was a proud moment for David 
just a few weeks ago, when he attended the baptism, at 
Ipswich, of three members of the Spurgeon family, the 

husband and two children of Janet Spurgeon who had grown 
up in his congregation at Lawshall. Whilst at Lawshall, David 
was involved with Mission England in 1984, being part of the 
organising committee along with Victor Jack, when Dr Billy 
Graham visited Carrow Road, Norwich and Portman Road 
Football Stadium in Ipswich. He met George Hamilton IV 
from Lakenheath and gave him hospitality before he 
appeared at the Crusade. 
 

David was a director of Herne Bay Court, a Christian 
conference centre, for some twenty years. It was there that he 
met fellow director, Julie Matthews and through that contact, 
was eventually invited to become Pastor of Tenterden Baptist 
Church in Kent, where he served from 1988 until retirement 
in January 1996. We think that David served as the local 
Mayor’s Chaplain during this period, he certainly regularly 
attended Town Council Meetings.  
 
David, Brenda and the family very much enjoyed holidays in 
their bungalow at Elmer Sands and David rejoiced in having 
a very faithful partner, Brenda, by his side in the ministry. 
For a number of years, they had a flat in Bexhill-on-Sea 
where they could escape from the pressures of the ministry 
on days off and during their holidays. When they retired in 
1996, it seemed the logical choice to live in Bexhill-on Sea 
where they both became very active in Beulah Baptist 
Church. David served in the town as a representative and 
chairman of the local branch of the Bible Society and Brenda 
was a very faithful elder of the church and an excellent 
visitor. It was with joy that they shared the blessing of the 
marriage of their son Anthony to Kryssia and to the arrival of 
their granddaughter, Charlotte who was born nearly six years 
ago. They were very fond too of their adopted grandchildren 
and loved to spend time with them. Brenda sadly died on the 
30th December 2000. 
 
David found life very difficult for quite some time but 
soldiered on bravely. It was during this time, that his 
friendship with his late wife’s sister deepened, and it was 
with a great sense of joy that both Anne and David were 
married on the 24th May 2002 at Worthing Tabernacle. They 
set up home in a lovely flat on the seafront at Rustington and 
they have shared nearly four very happy years together and 
such companionship proved to be a very great blessing and 
comfort to David. 
 
David had many interests. He served as Chaplain for ten 
years to the National Association of Agricultural Contractors 
and both he and Anne attended general meetings and social 
weekends at Stratford, Chester and Edinburgh. Just a few 
weeks ago, they attended the gathering at St Austell in 
Cornwall and David retired from this post. David was also 
deeply interested in the Counties Evangelistic work 
especially amongst children. He followed the work of the 
Overseas Missionary Society with prayerful interest. He was 
also a keen supporter of St Mary’s House, Bramber and loved 
the old house there and the beautiful concerts in such 
congenial and historical surroundings. He was for many years 
a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts, having been 
introduced to this by his uncle, and was very proud of his 
connections in this respect.  
 

He was, together with Anne, a faithful and committed 
member of Angmering Baptist Church and was currently 
serving as Chairman of the Men’s Fellowship. He carried off 
this duty with great aplomb and everyone looked forward to 
his joke at the beginning of these pleasurable and memorable 
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meetings as he introduced the speaker. David served recently 
as one of the church auditors using his expertise to help 
process the church accounts. He enjoyed attending the Baptist 
Minister’s Fraternal and being the church’s representative for 
the Bible Society.  
 

David was a great enthusiast and student of Family History, 
joining the Society of Genealogists in 1960 and serving some 
years on the Executive Committee and for many more on the 
Council of the British Record Society. He was a keen member 
of the Cory Society and served on the Executive Committee 
as Norfolk Co-ordinator and Treasurer. He gave a number of 
talks on genealogy over the years including one for a Cory 
AGM and wrote articles for the newsletter. The last one was 
in the December issue. He was particularly pleased to have 
found the church at Landbeach where his 4 x great 
grandfather had been vicar from 1667-1706 and would have 
been pleased to learn of a new discovery to that line.  
 

Last April, David was taken very ill and was not expected to 
last the night in the Sussex County Hospital, Brighton but 
miraculously, the next morning, he was sitting up in bed 
eating breakfast. He gradually made a reasonable recovery 
and had over the last year been able to resume some of the 
things he enjoyed doing, a little preaching, driving, travelling 
to visit members of family and friends so this has been 
something of a bonus. It was a shock however to hear of his 
sudden passing on Thursday 9th March but we thank God that 

he passed away peacefully in his sleep and is now at rest in 
God’s presence. 
 

David was a true man of God, steeped in the Bible, who loved 
his Lord with great fervour and this showed through in 
everything he did and the kind of man he was. David had a 
real heart for evangelism and one of his former Church 
Secretaries has said, ”David was very good at giving a short, 
sharp, message!” He liked to feel useful and would not have 
been happy rusting out. He was active to the last, even 
attending the Missionary Prayer Meeting just a couple of days 
before he died. He would commend his Saviour Jesus Christ 
to each one of us, whom he loved and served over so many 
years. Without doubt, for David, will have been the Lord’s, 
“Well done, my good and faithful servant, enter now into 
your rest!” 
 

From the Service of Thanksgiving by Rev Michael Bradshaw  

Muriel Frances Jones [née Cory], born 16th January 1917, 
was the only daughter and second child of Frank Oswald 
Cory and Cicely Litherland Cory [née Jones], and 
granddaughter of Sir Herbert Cory of Coryton, Whitchurch, 
Cardiff. She lived all her life in Cardiff being born and 
living her early years at ‘Padstow’, Church Road, 
Whitchurch. At the age of seven she moved with her parents 
and brother, Geoffrey to Lissadone, Thornhill, Llanishen. 
After the premature death of her father in 1934, Muriel 
accompanied her mother on her travels, including a three-
month circumnavigation of Africa.  

In 1939 she met and married S. Vincent Jones and they set 
up home together at Duffyrn Road, Cyncoed. Their 
increasing family saw a move to the Mount, Cyncoed Road 
in 1954. Looking after her family of five children kept her 
fully occupied for many years, then with Andrew marrying 
in 1964, Pam in 1967 and Caroline going away to College that same year, a down-sizing was made ready for retirement, with 
Muriel and Vincent moving to Panmawr, Rhiwbina. Vincent died in 1984 and with more time available, Muriel supported the 
Deep Sea Fisherman's Mission and helped a number of local elderly people to continue living in their own homes. The years 
saw a host of grandchildren arrive to which her home was always open. She was a very proud grandmother and in later years 
an even prouder great-grandmother. In 2003, after a number of falls, she decided it was time for residential care and moved to 
Cartref, Lake Road East, and Roath Park. On arrival she was one of the most active residents and in her usual manner took to 
helping those less fortunate then herself. While she became increasingly frail, she still retained her independent mind right to 
the end. Only two weeks before she died she was at the local pub eating a good lunch with two of her daughters. After a very 
short illness she died on 21st January 2006. Muriel gave her body to medical research. A Service of Celebration and 
Thanksgiving was held at Christchurch, Roath Park at which all four of her surviving children spoke about her. 

She is survived by four of her children, Andrew, Pam, Caroline and Diana (Susan sadly died in 1958) and ten grandchildren 
and six great-grandchildren.  

 With grateful thanks to Pam Badman for writing the obituary. 

 
 

Andrew, Caroline, Pam, Muriel and Diana on her 85th birthday. 

Obituary:      
 Muriel Frances Jones [née Cory] 
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A Forgotten Hero?                                                                           
Excerpts from an article by Philip Mortimer MD    

From the time of Jenner until the late 19th century most 
smallpox vaccinations in Britain were done by arm-to-arm 
transfer of lymph from a vaccinifer -i.e., a recently vaccinated 
infant from whose arm the lymph was obtained. 

 
After the introduction of compulsory vaccination of 

infants in 1853, however, it was the fear of transmission of 
syphilis, whipped up by the anti-vaccination lobby, that came 
to the fore. The official view remained that the inoculation of 
human lymph would transmit vaccinia. 

 

The debate 
 
By the 1860s, it was clear that the British orthodoxy flew 

in the face of European evidence of syphilis transmissions 
through arm-to-arm vaccination.  

 
Between 1861 and 1864, the means by which human 

lymph might transmit syphilis were exhaustively debated at 
the academy of Medicine in Paris, where Dr Alexandre 
Viennois of Lyon argued that syphilis could be transmitted 
only if the vaccine lymph were contaminated with blood.5 

 
By the end of the 1870s, though, [Dr Edward] Seaton’s 

stance conflicted with progressive thinking in the medical 
profession on both sides of the Channel. The British Medical 
Association organised a meeting in London in December, 
1879, at which a detailed report on European developments in 
calf lymph manufacture, prepared by Mr Ernest Hart, 
Secretary of the Association, was debated.7 Dr Wolomont of 
Brussels attended to describe how he propagated calf lymph, 
and, in the absence of Seaton who was ill and on the point of 
retirement, few argued for the superiority of human lymph. 

 

Enter Dr Cory 
 
It was against this contentious background that, between 

1877 and 1881, Dr Robert Cory did four experiments in which 
he vaccinated himself with lymph from syphilitic infants.9 

Cory (1845-1900) hailed from Cumberland and belonged to a 
family that included many clerics and physicians. He trained at 
Cambridge and St Thomas’ Hospital where he worked for the 
rest of his life, first as an obstetrician and then as a vaccine 
specialist. Here I only summarise the last of Cory’s self 
experiments, because the first three did not convey infection 
with syphilis. This was perhaps because mercurial treatment of 
each of the three vaccinifiers had already begun. At this 
remove Cory’s motives are uncertain, but in letters he wrote to 

The Times in 187810 and 187911 he argued against the practice 
of raising animal lymph by “retro-vaccination” of calves with 
human lymph. This implies that at the time he subscribed to 
the official view that syphilis could be conveyed if at all, only 
through blood, and that therefore clear human lymph was safe. 

 
Cory’s last self-experiment began on July 6, 1881, when 

he inoculated his forearm with blood-free lymph from a 
vaccination vesicle of an 84-day-old female infant. No 
vaccinial lesion followed during the week after the inoculation 
of the infant’s lymph into three places on Cory’s left forearm. 
However, after 20 days, on July 26, two of the three sites 
developed a red papule. These grew, areolae appeared around 
them, and on August 11 one papule turned into a scab, which 
when removed revealed an ulcer. In the 1870s, excision of the 
primary chancre of syphilis was being used in an attempt to 
abort the secondary stage,12 so at Cory’s request and with [Sir 
Jonathan] Hutchinson’s “reluctant concurrence” the lesions 
were excised and the wound edges apposed. However, on 
August 17, the edges began to gape and swollen painful glands 
developed in the axilla. On August 25, treatment of Cory 
began with five grains of mecurial “blue pill” daily. On 
August 26, hot sweats developed and on August 29 a sore 
throat: then on August 31, a generalised roseolar eruption that 
lasted 4 days. Full anti-syphilitic treatment was started 
thereafter. 

 
The appearance, 8 weeks after the inoculation, of a rash 

that faded soon after mercurial treatment began, was indicative 
of secondary syphilis. Although Cory’s intention seems to 
have been the opposite, he had shown that vaccine lymph, 
even free of visible blood, could transmit syphilis. This was 
also the conclusion drawn by contemporaries in Britain and 
Europe who referred to the experiment,4,13 and it impelled 
national authorities everywhere to look for reliable ways of 
raising vaccine lymph from an animal source. 

 
As a practising obstetrician who had previously published 

a report on congenital syphilis,23 he could not have been 
entirely ignorant of the risk.  

 
Almost certainly the adverse outcome of Cory’s last self-

experiment loosened purse strings and led the Local 
Government Board to fund his Animal Vaccination Station in 
Lamb’s Conduit Street........When Cory dedicated his lectures 
on “The theory and practice of vaccination” (1898) to the 
recently deceased Medical Officer to the local Government 
Board, Sir George Buchanan, it was in fulsome terms: [His] 
example was as an ensign to all that was true and noble, but a 
drag to that which was false and dishonourable.”26 

 
Cory had married the daughter of a naval officer in 1872, 

but there were no descendants, no photographs or any other 

A year ago, Charles Cory of  Reigate asked us to delve into our archives to find some information on Doctor Robert Cory for 
his friend Philip Mortimer who was writing an article for the Lancet. The Society has a wealth of information on Robert Cory 
and his ancestors researched by Michael R Cory, as well as extensive trees for the family going back to Bramerton in Norfolk, 
so we were pleased to share the information. 
 

 Robert was born on 30 July 1845 at Lambeth in Surrey. He was the eldest of nine children of John Augustus Cory (1819-
1887), an architect and County Surveyor of Cumberland, and Emily Ann Holl (1822-1891).  Robert married Augusta Mary 
Fredrica Lapidge at St Ann's Church, Lambeth, Surrey on 1 August 1872. We have his death recorded as 19 March  1900 at St 
Thomas’ Hospital, London. 

The article was finally published in The Lancet this month and Philip Mortimer has very kindly allowed the Cory 
Newsletter to publish excerpts from his paper. 
 

Robert Cory and the vaccine controversy:  
a forgotten hero? 
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memorabilia seemed to have survived. We cannot know if 
Cory’s self-experiment shortened his life, but the entry in 
Munk’s Roll24 implies as much. Even now, almost all 
existing smallpox vaccine stocks have been propagated in 
live animals, a technique shown by Cory to be safer than 
reliance on human vaccinifers, even if it is no longer regarded 
as entirely satisfactory.27 Cory’s demonstration of 
adventitious transmission of infection during the use of 
biologicals has since been reported in many other clinical 
contexts. The motive for Cory’s self-experiments remains 
uncertain, but his career contributions to vaccine safety surely 
deserve to be remembered. 
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My cousin Christine Todd and I are still searching for baptismal 
records for Thomas Cory around 1790. Admittedly our research 
enthusiasm has waned somewhat as we have searched, with no 
success, 25 parishes around the village of Wickmere which is where 
Thomas married Mary Burrell in 1815. However, we both talk 
about Family History with anyone who listens and this came to the 
mind of Roy Waller of Radio Norfolk when the topic was planned 
for a programme. Christine is a friend of Roy’s and was invited to 
take part in the programme as an amateur family researcher along 
with three professionals from the Norfolk archive centres at County 
Hall and the Forum library. Christine said that she would only take 
part if her cousin could come too! We didn’t know quite what to 
expect so we prepared ourselves for questions and spent several 
evenings jotting down on paper the more exciting results of our 
research and problems we had encountered.   
 
Radio Norfolk is based at the Forum Building, which houses the 
library and various offices. It is a spectacular new building that 
arose from the ashes of the previous library, which burnt down in 
1994. We arrived at the reception and feeling a little nervous, were 
reassured to see that the professionals were nervous too. Two of the 
faces were familiar, for after spending so many hours in the family 
history centres, we knew Frank Meares and Clare Agate.  Monitors 
behind the reception desk were showing live pictures of the first 
half of the Roy Waller show and we watched with interest as we 
waited. Shortly before the family history section of the programme 
was due to start someone came down to collect us and we were 
escorted to the studios on the first floor. The offices in the building 
have floor to ceiling glass on the side that overlooks the inside of 
the library and Radio Norfolk’s suite has a wonderful view of Saint 
Peter Mancroft Church and Norwich Castle through the glass-
walled front entrance.  
  
The producer’s office was quite small, sandwiched between two 
studios, and with five guests it became rather crowded. Roy’s 
current guest had just finished his slot on antiques and as he was 
ushered out we all crept in whilst the next record played. A sound 
technician bustled in and put microphones in front of the 
professionals who were seated around Roy’s desk. Christine and I 
took a seat on the sofa and another microphone was placed in front 
of us and we were all fitted with headphones. The DJ for the 
following programme dashed in and kneeling on the floor beside a 
microphone told the listeners what his programme was going to be 
featuring and then swept out with a grin. Next followed the traffic 
and weather reports coming live from the studio opposite. Roy was 
chatting and joking with this announcer, via one of his monitors, 
but listening at home, you would have thought that they were both 
in the same studio.  

At last they were ready for the family history section. For the first 
twenty minutes, Roy quizzed the professionals on how to begin 
researching a family tree. Details of Roy’s parents’ names and dates 
had been provided earlier and the results of researching his 
ancestors were revealed to Roy on air. No surprises there, just good 
old agricultural labourers, which Roy said would be a relief to his 
mother!  
 
Then during another musical interlude we amateurs changed places 
with the professionals and Roy asked us about our family research. 
We revealed the family skeletons we had uncovered and Christine 
explained how one of her ancestors had ended up in Norwich Castle 
in the days when it was used as a prison, for spending all his money 
on drink instead of supporting his family. (No trace was found of 
him ever again!) We mentioned the Cory Society and during the 
next twenty minutes I shamelessly got in as many Cory references 
as I could. However as we could only answer Roy’s questions, our 
carefully prepared notes hardly got used. Now I understand why 
politicians who are interviewed, refuse to be diverted from what 
they want to say. 
 

We changed seats again during the next record and the 
professionals answered questions during a live phone in. I felt quite 
sorry for them as all the callers turned out to be from other counties 
and so none of the Norfolk archives resources were relevant. The 
callers were also just starting their own research, and asking about 
adoption or their parents’ generation, so even the 1901 census 
would not be of any help. Time seemed to fly by and the 
programme soon came to an end. The producer said that the 
switchboard had been jammed with calls and interest had been so 
great that they would devote another programme to family history. 
There had been a caller who left their telephone number for me but 
despite my many references to Cory this wasn’t from a Cory or 
even a Burrell-Corey, just a Burrell and there are almost as many 
Burrells as Smiths in Norfolk. Perhaps the Corys were amongst 
those who didn’t get through. Hopefully, if there were any Corys 
listening they took note of the Cory website address 
www.corysociety.org.uk and would contact us from there. 
 

It was an interesting experience to see and take part in a radio 
programme. None of my family remembered to listen so we were 
pleased to be given a tape of the programme, which I will put in 
with my keepsakes to amuse my descendants. Christine’s daughter 
not only heard us, but saw us too, as the radio programme went out 
live on the internet.  I am so glad that I didn’t know that at the time!  
 

 

 

Family History on the Local Radio. 
Margaret  Goffin  
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: General enquiries e-mail: cory@one-name.org  
 
Officers: - 
 
Chairman Mark Hassall,  
 
Hon. Secretary and Contact for Links and Publicity Jean Hayes,  
 
Treasurer  Paul Holloway, Hotley  
 
Ex Officio Archivist and Devon/Cornwall/S.Wales Co-ordinator   Ida Birch,  
  
Editor, Webmaster,DNA Co-ordinator and Deputy Norfolk Co-ordinator  Margaret Goffin,  
  
Others:- Rosemary Holloway,   
 
Honorary Founder Archivist Michael R. Cory,   
 
Kent Co-ordinator and Publications William Cory,  
 
Northants Co-ordinator  Marilyn Cory,  
 
Australian Co-ordinator Pam Cory,  
 
Membership Secretary Rosemary Gitsham,  

NEW MEMBERS WELCOMED: 

Mrs Karen Hughes, Uralla, New South Wales, Australia. She is 
descended from Elizabeth Cory of Clawton (1784-1842) who 
married John Heard. Their son Thomas Heard went to Australia in 
1894 and was Karen’s 3 x gt grandfather. Tree K 
Mrs Lucy Thompson, Millicent, SA5280, Australia. Mr  
Thompson is descended from a Harpole Cory. Tree C. 
Dr David Kenneth Cory,  Murchison 3610, Australia. He is 
descended from Richard Cory (c 1798 -1872)  who married Jane 

Maker. Tree 2 
 

DEATHS:  

Rev. David Bedford-Groom, FCA., FRSA on 9th March 2006 at 
home in Rustington. A service of Thanksgiving was held at 
Angmering Baptist Church at 2.15pm on Friday 24th March 2006 
which was preceded by a service of Committal at Worthing 
Crematorium at 1pm, for  family only. The hymns were Name of all 
majesty, Lord for the years and Thine be the glory!  Readings were 
given by Brian Coupland (1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18) and Rev 
Michael Bradshaw read verses from selected scriptures. The moving 
tribute on behalf of family and friends was read by Tim Groom and 
friends. The music at Worthing Crematorium was Jesu, Joy of 
man’s desiring (Bach), followed by a reading of Psalm 23, and 
Amazing Grace for the Committal and finally Finlandia (Be still, 
my soul). Jean and David Hayes and Ida and Peter Birch attended 
the Thanksgiving Service on behalf of the Cory Society and joined 
everyone for refreshments afterwards at the church. We extend our 
deepest sympathy to David’s dear wife Anne, to his sons Tim and 
Anthony, to Anthony’s wife, Kryssia and to Jonathan, Emmanuel, 
Aline and Charlotte. We also remember David’s brothers Malcolm 
and his wife Hilda and their family, and Alan in Canada.  

Muriel Frances Jones [née Cory], on 21st J anuary 2006. Mur iel 
gave her body to medical research. A Service of Celebration and 
Thanksgiving was held at Christchurch, Roath Park at which four of 
her children spoke about her. She is survived by four of her 
children, Andrew, Pam, Caroline and Diana, (Susan sadly died in 
1958) and ten grandchildren and six great-grandchildren.  

David Hayes, suddenly at Tiver ton in Devon, on 13th Apr il 
2006. A service was held in St Paul’s Chapel at Exeter and Devon 
Crematorium on 28th April, 2.15pm. A Thanksgiving Service was 
held at St Christopher’s Church, Claygate Lane, Hinchley Wood, 

Surrey on 4th May at 2.15pm. There were flowers just from the 
family as donations in David’s memory were made in aid of the 
Briitish Heart Foundation.  David has supported Jean through 
numerous Cory committee meetings, AGMs and events. We will all 
miss his cheerful presence. We send our sincere condolences to 
Jean, their children Simon and Rachel, and their spouses Justin, 
Nicky and grandchildren Benjamin, Max and Emily. 

EVENTS: 

Kent Trip: 13 -14 May 2006  The booking form for this visit was in 
the last newsletter but if you can get there, I am sure that Bill Cory 
would be pleased to see you. The event will be advertised in the 
area so we hope that local people with Cory connections will join 
us. 

AGM 2006: Saturday 10 June 2006  Our AGM this year will be at the 
Family Record Centre, Myddleton Street, Islington which is one of 
the best Record Centres in the country. Highlights of the centre: 
search indexes and order birth, marriage and death certificates, free 
access to 1861-91 census online and free search of 1901 fiches and 
Will lists. We have booked a morning tour of the centre but as tour 
spaces are limited, book now on the AGM booking form included 
with this newsletter. 

Cory Family Society of America AGM:  19-22 October  2006   
For many years, members of our societies have been welcomed to 
each other’s AGMs and have enjoyed the meetings and tours which 
accompany these events. This year’s Cory Family Society of 
America AGM will be held at the Hilton Arlington,Washington, 
DC. There will be a shorter official program so that members can 
enjoy the main sites of interest. Members will need to make their 
own arrangements for hotel accommodation, transport to the 
meeting site and also for their own meals, either at the Hilton or at 
other places to eat nearby. (Rooms are $129.00/night plus tax, 
reserve quoting group code: CFS at www.Arlington.Hilton.com.) If 
you wish to attend, e-mail: artcorey. 
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