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Barbara Sowden of 
Chesterfield sent in this 
photograph of her Cory 
family. It was taken in 
October 2004 at the funeral 
of her aunt, Kathleen, who 
was married to Horace 
Cory. 
 
Barbara said that the Cory 
gene in her family tends to 
create tall thin males with 
cleft chins, features which 
are inherited from her 
grandfather John Thomas 
Cory. The family have 
recently been linked to the 
Harpole Corys as a result 
of her cousin Peter’s DNA 
test. 
 
Barbara wrote to the Cory 
Society searching for 
information on Major Peter 
Ralph Cory since she came 
across a 1960’s newspaper 
photo in which he bore a 
physical likeness to her 
father.  We know that in 
1963 Major Cory was in 
the Royal Army Service 
Corps commanding 60 
Company RASC in Kenya. 
 
Our Honorary Founder 
Archivist, Michael R. Cory 
said, “I have known of this gentleman for some 50 odd years but have never spoken to him or corresponded with him, and 
he probably knew of me as well. Both having the same name, about the same age, being a member of the same corps and of 
being the same rank throughout our military careers.” Michael says that in his family being the same is to have the Cory 
nose! For more Cory features, see “Seeing Double” in Newsletter No. 25. 

 All have the surname of Cory unless specified.  
 Back Row left to right:- Stephen, David, Peter, Andrew, Geoffrey, Raymond, Deborah, Philip Archer 
(Barbara’s son), Barbara Sowden and her daughter Angela O'Mahony. 
Front Row left to right:- 2 standing small boys are Jamie and Robert. Sitting - Janine, Louise, Mary, 
Margaret, Carole, Bradley (boy) 
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Kate Pearce of Cornwall enlisted the help of her husband’s 
cousin Peter Edward Cory with our DNA testing.  Kate’s 
husband Ted and Peter’s tree descends from the Jacobstow 
line of Richard Cory (about 1798 Jacobstow - 1872 Lifton) 
and Jane Maker (1809 Lifton - 1888 Lifton). Kate was 
thrilled to learn that Peter’s sample was a complete match 
with John Albert of North Petherwin and also with Les Cory 
of the Tresparett line. This provided us with another link 
amongst the Devon and Cornwall lines which we had not 
suspected. Thank you to Peter for volunteering. 
 

The latest Cory chart on Relative Genetics website shows 38 
samples of British and American Cory DNA results and now 
includes a column showing which "haplogroup" the sample 
belongs to.  
 

Now for the science bit as they say in the adverts! Relative 
Genetics who do DNA testing for us can accurately predict 
which haplogroup a Y-chromosome belongs to. 
Haplogroups can be thought of as branches of the Y-
chromosome genetic tree. With its roots in Africa approx. 
140,000 years ago, as time has progressed, small mutations 
have occurred on the Y-chromosome and the tree branches 
so that over time, and as people have migrated into different 
continents and regions, we see a tree-like structure with 
branches found in certain parts of the world. Because 
particular STR (Short Tandem Repeat) patterns are seen 
within particular haplogroups, scientists can predict which 
haplogroup the DNA belong to and where the Y-
chromosome fits into this Y-chromosome tree.  
 

As the last ice age began, it became necessary for man to 
move down to below the tree line to hunt game. At its peak, 
the ice shelf within Europe extended down as far as southern 
Ireland, the middle of England and across northern 
Germany. Scandinavia was entirely covered. The sea-ice 
pack extended as far as northern Spain and tundra covered 
much of continental Europe. The tree-line at the height of 
the ice-age was as far south as southern France, northern 
Italy, north of the Balkans and across the Black Sea. As the 
ice age ended, the fauna and flora were able to move 
northward again and man followed. 
 

Haplogroup R1b: 23 of those tested fall into this group.  
It includes Don Reginald, John Philip, Michael R, Patrick D, 
Les, Halsey D, Denis John, John Albert, Anthony 
Roderick, Peter Edward, Russell T J , Fred Corey and 
Arthur J Burrell-Cory. Their ancestors fir st ar rived in 
Europe from West Asia during the Upper Palaeolithic period 
(35,000-40,000 years ago) at the beginning of the 
Aurignacian culture. This culture is one of the first within 
Europe to leave cave-art and their stone tools were more 
refined than previous periods. The Périgordian culture is 
also considered by some to have existed at this time. 
 

During this period, the mutation which defines R1b likely 
developed within the Iberian Peninsula.  Haplogroup R1 
appears in about 50% of the total European whereas R1b 
remains by far the most common haplogroup in Western 
Europe (Spain, Portugal, France, UK and Ireland). 
Haplogroup R1b is prevalent within South America given 
the influx of Iberian Y-chromosomes to the continent over 
the last 500 years. 
 

Haplogroup R1a: 5 of those tested. People with 
Haplogroup R1a Y-chromosomes retreated primarily within 
the region between the Black and Caspian Seas. 
 

R1b3, one of the most successful clades, has its origins 
about 11,800 years ago. Within the British Isles, a genetic 
pattern called the Atlantic Modal Haplotype (AMH) features 
greatly among the Irish and Welsh. Some researchers 
consider this haplotype to be representative of the early 
Celtic migrations but we do not have any of these! 

 
Haplogroup I populations predominantly took refuge in 
the Balkans although there is good evidence that the Franco-
Cantabrian region was a refuge for this haplogroup. 
Haplogroup I1 has the most frequent and widespread 
distribution area among Haplogroup I sub-clades, most 
common in Scandinavia; Swedish, Norwegian and Saami 
populations. Evidence to support the Franco-Cantabrian 
theory includes a higher STR (Short Tandem Repeat) 
diversity in western Europe and the I1a haplogroup being 
the most common of the I haplogroups in France.  
 

Haplogroup I1a:  9 of those tested fall into this group. 
Harpole trees are all of the Haplogroup I1a which includes  
Colin F, William T, Christopher C, and Art Corey the 
Cory Family Society of America DNA co-ordinator but also 
his fellow American Earl Cory whose DNA does not match 
the Harpole strain. This mutation is estimated to be about 22
-23,000 years old and possibly stemmed from descendants 
who arrived from the Near East about 25,000 years ago. The 
Gravettian was an industry of the European Upper 
Palaeolithic known for the "Gravette Point" small pointed 
stone blade and also for the famous Venus figurines.  
 

I have included mainly the names of our members here 
owing to lack of space (which I hope that our American 
readers will excuse) but include the following as it does 
form another haplogroup type in our Cory table. 
 

Haplogroup G: There is only one, an American 
participant, from this haplogroup, which is considered to be 
about 14,300 years old. It is observed in high frequency and 
diversity in Georgia within and south of the Caucasus 
Mountains which would suggest an origin. This haplogroup 
also has a strong linguistic affiliation to the northwest 
Caucasian languages, with their paucity of phonemic vowels 
and rich consonantal sounds. Additionally found in high 
frequencies north of the Caucasus in North Ossetia although 
as there is less haplotype diversity in this northern region it 
would suggest that only a few founding lineages entered and 
became successful over time. Upper Paleolithic inhabitants 
of Weasel Cave in North Ossetia may well have fallen into 
this haplogroup. This haplogroup is also seen south into Iraq 
and into Southeastern Europe but almost entirely absent 
from the rest of Europe. 
 

I expect that you didn’t consider in your wildest imaginings 
that you could ever determine where your ancestor was 
living in the ice-age. Now you can, all the way back. All you 
need to do is to take the test, or if you’re not a male Cory, 
find a relative that is, and we’ll do the rest. 
  

 

Source:Relative Genetics Website:  
www.relativegenetics.com/genomics 

Prehistoric Links 
Margaret Goffin, DNA Co-ordinator 
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TREE H HOLSWORTHY: Devon, Holsworthy/Rattery and Cornwall, Marhamchurch   
 

Oops! One too many appearances of the word probably in my list of trees in the last issue of the newsletter on page 5. 

My apologies to Margaret Cullingworth who contacted me on receipt of the newsletter to point out that her "earliest" 
ancestor Samuel Cory [ -1711] who married Dorothy Bampfield was definitely the son of John Cory, mercer of Holsworthy. 
I agree and how could I forget when I have held a summary of his will for over 20 years? Proved in the Totnes 
Archdeaconry on 4 Apr 1693, John Cory's will mentioned not only his wife Joan and son Samuel but also Samuel's offspring 
John, James, Dorothy, Lidia and Margaret, the residue going to grandson Samuel who was also the executor.  

It is lucky that this invaluable information is available to us as Devon wills were destroyed by the bombing at Exeter during 
WW2! The summary is among those collected in the course of his research by Oswyn Murray and held in bound volumes, 
alongside those of another researcher Olive Moger, in the Westcountry Studies Library at Exeter. Margaret and I had a 
lengthy correspondence comparing notes when we joined the Cory Society, borne out by the thickness of my file!     

Ida Birch  
 

This year we reached the 200th anniversary of the Battle of 
Cape Trafalgar where Norfolk-born Horatio Nelson earned 
his place in history. He was born in Norfolk at Burnham 
Thorpe, son of the rector Edmund Nelson, and was educated 
at Norwich School and then at Paston School at North 
Walsham before joining the navy. The Norfolk towns of 
Great Yarmouth and Kings Lynn were important trading 
ports and when Nelson returned from his victory at the 
battle of Copenhagen he landed at Great Yarmouth. There 
were several Norfolk men aboard the Victory at the battle of 
Trafalgar and many more throughout the fleet. As part of 
Norfolk’s celebrations to mark the bicentenary more than 
50 Trafalgar descendants were amongst the packed 
congregation at St Nicholas Church in Great Yarmouth.  
And on 21st December at the Assembly House in Norwich 
the Trafalgar Ball will be staged 200 years to the day from 
the original 1805 ball, an event delayed because it took time 
for the news to filter back to England and then people felt 
that there should be a suitable period of mourning and 
reflection after Nelson’s death at the battle. 

 

In 1805, the Royal Navy employed 110,000 individuals. Of 
these only 1 in 6 men were at the Battle of Trafalgar on one 
of the 33 ships that made up Nelson’s Fleet; a staggering 
number of 18,333 men so you would have expected to find 
some Corys amongst them. A search for the names of the 
men and the one woman who fought in Nelson’s Fleet on 
21st  October 1805 can be made of the database provided by 
the National Archives website at http://
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/trafalgarancestors 

 

The key records for the Trafalgar Ancestors database are the 
Ships’ Musters, (ADM 36 and ADM 37) covering 1688-1842. 
These are mainly pay records, a list which includes the 
names of all crew serving on board a ship at a particular 
time and provides an individual’s place of birth, their age 
when joining the ship as well as, where known, details of 
which ship they joined or were discharged to. Other records 
used in this database are Certificates of service (ADM 29/1-

96), Greenwich Hospital in-pensioners 1790-1865 (ADM 

73), Passing certificates covering 1691-1902, (ADM 6 ADM 

13 and ADM 107) and Survey Returns completed in 1817 
(ADM 6, ADM 9 and ADM 11). What a wealth of information 
if your ancestor’s name comes up on a search of the 
database. 
 
Disappointedly, I found no Corys, Coreys, Cories or even 
Coarys when I searched the database. Ida Birch included in 
her search Curry and Corry as south western Corys have 

been found under these names and found some of interest. 
Details of some of these are as follows: 

 

Able Seaman, Ambrose Curry aged 22, born in Plymouth, 
Devon, England 
Service Details:  
Comments: From Swiftsure SL list late Dragon 
Ship: HMS Swiftsure Pay Book No. SB345 
29 Sep 1804 to 18 May 1805 dated 19 May 1805 
Catalogue ref: ADM 36/16549 
 

Able Seaman, Charles Curry aged 30, born in Saltash, 
Cornwall, England 
Service Details:   
Ship: HMS Naiad Pay Book No. SB99 
Catalogue Ref: ADM 36/16799 
 

Private Marine, Christopher Curry. 
Service Details:  
Ship: HMS Agamemnon, 14 July 1806  
HMS Northumberland 
Catalogue Ref: ADM 36/16520 
 

Able Seaman James Curry aged 26, born in London, 
England 
Service details: Comments: From Deal Rendezvous 
Ship: HMS Utrecht  Pay book No. SB362 
25 April 1803 to 11 May 1803 
Comments: Volunteer 
HMS Victory Pay book No. SB 343 
11 May 1803 to 15 January 1806 (Was at Trafalgar)  
Comments: Volunteer 
HMS Ocean Pay Book No: SB251 
17 January 1806 to 25 June 1809 
HMS Milford. 
Catalogue Ref: ADM 36/15900 
 

Able Seaman Isaac Corry aged 28, born in Kingswood. 
Service Details: Ship: HMS Euryalus  Pay Book No: SB 
319 
Catalogue Ref: ADM 36/16727 

 

 
 
 

Sources:  http://www.edp24.co.uk/nelson 
  http://www.nelson-museum.co.uk 

Trafalgar Ancestors 
Margaret Goffin 
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In July Anne and I were able to spend a week in Essex 
visiting various members of our families. On the last day we 
decided to drive into Cambridgeshire to Landbeach, a small 
village north of Cambridge just off the A10. Tricia White’s 
research showed that the Rector there from 1688 to 1727, the 
Rev. John Cory BD, was my 6 x great-grandfather and I 
wanted to know more. Landbeach is fortunate to have a 
churchwarden, Dr Ray Gambell, who takes a great interest in 
its history and in May this year brought out a 39 page 
booklet, All Saints’ Church Landbeach Explored. This 
guided me towards a stained glass window and a grave slab 
for my ancestor. Although I have not yet met Dr Gambell, he 
has been so helpful in sending me information about John 
Cory as he uncovers it. 
 

The Rev John Cory is to be found on table A9, line NL in 
The English Corys. He was the eldest surviving of John 
Cory, born in 1651, educated at Corpus Christi, Cambridge 
and became a Fellow there. Being an all male establishment, 
he had to leave on his marriage to Elizabeth Gunter, nineteen 
years his junior. The college appointed him Rector of 
Landbeach for it held the patronage of the parish. 
 

The stained glass window on the south side of the chancel 
was erected in 1879 in memory of Rev John Cory and Rev 
Robert Masters who married Cory’s granddaughter and was 
Rector from 1756-1797. The arch is filled with three sections 
of glass. The lower area has two tall windows, the left hand 
with the Masters and the right with the Masters and Cory 
arms impaled. The top window has Cory arms. John Cory in 
his will, left to his “well-beloved son, John Cory Clerk, the 
coat of arms which for a long time hath gone with the 

family.” 
 

According to a report in the Cambridge Chronicle of 20th 
September 1879, the Rev E W Cory, vicar of Meldreth, 
raised the funds for the windows among the descendants of 
the two rectors. Five years later, the then rector recorded that 
the altar rails were given by Mr W Cory Daniell at a cost of 
£7.15.0d. 
 

John Cory’s grave slab was moved in the Victorian 
restoration to a spot adjoining the tower which has a rising 
damp problem. 
 

The translation from the Latin given me is as follows: 
 

Here lies 
John Cory S.T.B 

A man noted for his piety, and renowned for his 
breadth of knowledge, constantly present preacher, 
and unwearied rector of this church for 39 years. 

Lying beside him his most loving wife overwhelmed 
with grief alas! Before suddenly followed, 

once together for always. 
This soul peacefully returned to God, 

Sept 17 aged 76 years, in the year 1727 
She Nov 23 aged 57 years. 

 

My delight is a photo Anne took of me in John’s pulpit, 
much altered since my ancestor’s day. I must write to Jim’ll-
fix-it for I would love to preach for real in that wonderful 
carved pulpit!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David very kindly paid for these colour pages so that you could see 

the beauty of the stained glass window and his Cory family’s arms. 

An Afternoon of Discovery 
The Reverend David Bedford-Groom  



An excerpt from the Cambridge Evening News sent to 
David by Dr Gambell from the News of September 1930 
leads on to another famous family. 
 
Surprise Wedding 
The secret marriage has been revealed of Cambridge girl 
Miss Rosa Kester, of Kimberley Road, to Reginald Cory, a 
millionaire colliery owner and shipping magnate. Her 
family had no idea of the wedding and the first the groom’s 
family knew was when they saw a notice in the marriage 
column of a newspaper. Miss Kester, who is a pretty 
blonde, first met her husband when she was secretary to 
the curator of the Botanical Garden to which he was a 
generous benefactor. He built the curator’s house, which is 
known as Cory Lodge after him. 
 

Reginald Radcliffe Cory was the son of John Cory (1828-
1910) and Anna Maria née Beynon of Cardiff.  He was 
born on 31st October 1871 at Malvern, Worcestershire and 
so well past the age when he needed his parents’ 
permission but we do not have any record of Rosa’s age. 
Rosa was the daughter of Mr and Mrs W H Kester and one 
Welsh newspaper source gives her name as Rosa Blanche 
Kester. We do know that the marriage was a short one as 
Reginald died on 12th May 1934 at Wareham in Dorset. 
 

Reginald is buried at Church Knowle, a picturesque village 
to the west of Corfe Castle, in the corner of an extension to 
the north of the churchyard, almost hidden away.  This 
perhaps befits the modest man whose largely plain 
memorial displays an epitaph with minimal information - 
name, dates of birth and death.   His passion for plants is 
depicted in the carved swags and medallion of flowers and 
foliage. Reginald requested in his will that his funeral. 
 

“be conducted as simply and free from ceremony as 
possibly may be without hearse or mourning coaches 
wreaths or flowers …”      
At the time of his will dated 6th Jan 1932 Reginald Cory 
stated his intention to purchase land on which to build a 
house. The above quotation from his will continues 

 
“and that I may be buried in the family 
vault at St. Nicholas Churchyard in the 
Parish of St. Nicholas near Cardiff should 
I die unpossessed of the house and 
property mentioned in the earlier part of 
my Will but should I have purchased the 
land and built the house then I desire that I 
shall be buried in the churchyard of the 
Parish Church of the Parish in which the 
land belongs or if not there then in the 
churchyard of such Church in the 
neighbourhood thereof as my wife may 
wish and direct” 
 
Church Knowle is located 5 miles from 
Wareham. Was his widow exercising her 
right to choose where he was buried or 
were they living there? We will have to 
purchase a death certificate to find out 
more. 
 
The funeral was private, attended by his 

widow, his brother Sir Clifford Cory Bt, two cousins, his 
brother-in-law Mr W H Kester jnr and two others. 
Officiating were the Rev Canon H H Stuart of Dinas 
Powis, Glamorgan, and the Rev C E Kindersley, the 
Rector.   
 
It is believed that the marriage did not meet with the 
approval of the Cory family.  His spinster sister, Florence 
Margaret Cory, 14 years his senior, was occupying 
Dyffryn having been left a life interest in the property by 
her father, John Cory, and one presumes that bachelor 
Reginald had lived there too, having been involved with 
the garden design.  A rift would explain why Reginald was 
in search of another home because the Dyffryn mansion is 
large enough to accommodate two households, or more, in 
separate quarters!  Upon Florence’s death on 30 Nov 1936, 
Reginald’s bequest took effect and Dyffryn with its 
gardens designed by Thomas Mawson became the property 
of Cambridge University Botanic Gardens.   
 
At the time of his death Reginald and Rosa were making a 
garden at their new home - one wonders whether it was 
completed by his widow.  She re-married on 7th March 
1936 at St Michael’s Chester Square, Lieutenant L H 
Landman RN (Leo) son of the Rev L H Landman, Royal 
Navy (Retd) and Mrs Landman.    
 
Rosa Landman was to survive her first husband by more 
than 60 years. 
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Surprise Wedding 
Ida Birch 

The gravestone of Reginald Radcliffe Cory (1871-1934) 
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I left my heart in San Francisco is a wonderful song, the 
title expressing an apt sentiment for me as we have to leave 
the city regularly after visits to our younger son Michael 
who lives there with his American wife Xochi and children.   
It’s a song that everyone knows but were you aware that the 
composer of the music was a Cory, viz George Cory of the 
USA?  I discovered this when searching the internet for 
Cory with specific forenames.    
 
George Cory composed the music to words by Douglas(s) 
Cross in 1954 for the duo’s friend, opera singer Claramae 
Turner of Santa Rosa, who used it as a ‘surefire’ encore in 
her many recitals.   That was eight years before Tony 
Bennett first sang it.   
 
According to some of the many web sites in which this song 
is mentioned, Tony Bennett has said that it was his long-
time pianist Ralph Sharon who introduced the song to him.  
They were making their way to San Francisco for Tony 
Bennett’s first appearance there, when Ralph suggested this 
would be a good song to sing in that city. 
 

Tony Bennett’s recording was rewarded with a Grammy 
award in 1962 but have you noticed that it is the performer 
who gets the award and adulation, the composer and lyricist 
getting little mention at such times? In 2003 the Towering 
Song Award which does go to the writers and publishers of 
the song was won by George Cory (too late for George who 
died in 1978) and his partner Douglass Cross for their song I 
left my heart in San Francisco. That year the Towering 
Performance Award was introduced for the first time for the 
artist who has given the quintessential performance of the 
winning song. The list of artists who made recordings is 
long and includes Frank Sinatra, Andy Williams, Sammy 
Davies Jnr, and Judy Garland but, not surprisingly, the 
recipient was Tony Bennett for his timeless rendition. 

The song became the official city song of San Francisco on 
6 October 1969.  Composers Douglass (sic) Cross and 
George Cory were present when the Board of Supervisors 
adopted the resolution.  Mr Cross told the supervisors and 
spectators, "This is a very proud moment for George Cory 
and me. If our song is a success, it is because it reflects in 
some small measure, perhaps, the history, the legend, the 
magic of this beautiful city that has fascinated the 
imagination of the world." 
 

With an overwhelming number of references on the internet 
I began to think that they were a duo who composed only 
one song but I did find a few others (there may be more!): 
You Will Wear Velvet; Carry Me Back to Old Manhattan; 
I’ll look around; and Deep Song.  The latter two were 
recorded by internationally known jazz singer Billie Holiday 
(1915-1959).   Recordings are still being made: Deep Song 
is included in an album released in March 2005 by 
composer and guitarist Kurt Rosenwinkel who used it for 
the title too.   
 
George Cory’s death at the age of 55 was recorded in The 
Times newspaper in May 1978.    
 

Is anyone aware of George Cory’s origins?   Some web sites 
refer to him as George Cory junior which infers that his 
father was named George and a second initial ‘C’ is 
sometimes included.  The U.S. Social Security Death Index 
on the Familysearch web site gives his date of birth, 3 Aug 

1922, and death, Apr 1978.  Do these clues help anyone to 
identify George?   This question is put with our American 
members especially in mind!   
 

I put forward one suggestion.  In my article Emigration from 
Devon in the 19th Century  (Newsletter number 12, dated 
April 1997) I wrote that in his will dated 27 Apr 1887 John 
Chichester CORY of Braunton, near Barnstaple Devon, 
gentleman, refers to ‘my son George Cory now residing in 
California’.  It is possible that he is an ancestor of the later 
George Cory (1922-1978).  Does the initial ‘C’ represent 
Chichester?   In 1851 there was a George CHICHESTER, 8 
months old in 1851 with parents John & Maria and siblings 
in Heanton Punchardon, a parish adjacent to Braunton.  
[GRO extracts list a birth in the name of George CORY in 
the September quarter of 1850, Barnstaple registration 
district but this could be another George Cory!]  The 
children’s names in 1851 tie up with the legatees in the will.  
Why the different surname?  An Elizabeth CORY had three 
illegitimate children prior to her marriage to John 
CHICHESTER in 1787:  Betsey CORY in 1780; William 
CORY in 1784; and Robert CORY in 1785.  Descendants of 
William and Robert are found in some records as CORY, 
often prefixed by Chichester as in the will of John above, 
and in others as CHICHESTER.  There are no such 
complications with the three children born after the 
marriage, the eldest of whom, Arthur CHICHESTER, 
became the 7th Baronet!  
 

The USA 1880 census has many George Corys but none 
born in England c1850.  However, at Antelope, Mono, 
California there is a George CHICHESTER aged 29 with 
his wife Eliza, both recorded as born in England, plus child 
with initials B H aged 1 born in California.  This may be the 
George CORY from Braunton but is it relevant to San 
Francisco George?  I hope to find his parents’ names from 
the U.S. Social Security records when visiting San 
Francisco in December.    
 

By the way, Google internet searches result in the following 
numbers of hits: 
   

George Cory and I left my heart in San Francisco - 2410 
George C Cory and I left my heart in San Francisco - 88  
I left my heart in San Francisco - with no mention of the 
composer - a massive 205,000!   

 
Sources: 
 

http://songwritershalloffame.org/ 
 

http://www.ladyday.net/life/decca.html 

http://www.digitaljournal.com/news/?articleID=2520 

http://www.mrlucky.com/songbirds/html/jul99/c_mmercer.html 

“I left my heart in San Francisco”                                                                           
Ida Birch    
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Arthur “Boy” Gostwyck Cory is the grandson of John 
Edward, eldest son of Gilbert Cory. He was born in 
Sydney on 23rd November 1911 and enlisted in the Royal 
Australian Air Force (Service number 413743) on 13th 
September 1941 at Sydney. He married his first wife, 
Muriel, in 1936 but they divorced just after the war. He 
had two children with his second wife Olive and four 
grandchildren, one of whom, Nigel, is pictured with him 
here.  
 
The following article was sent in by our Australian co-
ordinator, Pam Cory, who saw it in her local newspaper, 
The Courier-Mail. Written by Sally Nicol, it was published 
as part of a series for the 60th anniversary of the end of the 
war in the Pacific. 
 

War a new world of adventure for boy from bush. 
 
On a dark night in 1944, Flight Lieutenant Arthur “Boy” 
Cory gave his crew the order to bale out as their plane was 
about to crash in the middle of the Egyptian desert. They 
had been flying from Cairo to Khartoum, a distance of 
1600km. 
 
“When we were supposed to arrive at Khartoum…it wasn’t 
there. We were lost.” 
 
With fuel running low, Flight Lieutenant Cory relieved the 
two navigators, who were responsible for the navigational 
error, and set about calculating their position himself. He 
found they were an hour’s flying from their destination 
with only 10 minutes of fuel left.The five men on board 
were forced to parachute into the middle of nowhere. 
 
The next day, a Bedouin cameleer came to their rescue. It 
took eight torturous days on a camel to cover the 200km to 
civilisation. 
 
They were greeted by the District Commissioner, who 
invited them into his beautiful home on the banks of the 
Nile. The men were treated to hot baths. “I think we might 

have smelt a bit,” Mr Cory confesses with a laugh. After 
more than a week of living on camel’s milk and goat the 
dinner that night took his breath away. 
 
“What a dinner. The silver and china, crystal goblets all 
round, three kinds of wine, four courses, then some very 
nice pre-war coffee.” The experience was a world away 
from North Star district property “Belara” where “Boy” 
Cory had grown up. 
 
He credits the air force with giving him an education. 
 
“I also learned I wasn’t a boy from the bush who knew 
nothing about anything because I was in charge of the 
squadron on more than one occasion.” 
 
Mr Cory’s first posting had been with 459 Coastal 
Command Squadron. Their job was to escort shipping 
convoys at night across the Mediterranean. After moving 
to Venturas in Egypt, he ended his war training on 
Beaufighters in Scotland. He finally made it home in 
February 1946, only to find in the first 24 hours that his 
marriage was over. 
 
“Muriel refused to return to the farm – four thousand 
acres of scrub, few sheep and rather doubtful prospects.” 
 
He bought a Caterpillar D6 and began clearing and 
improving the farm: “I drove it for 3000 hours – that’s 
why I’m deaf.” 
 
By the time he married Olive, in 1950, the property was 
prospering. 
 
“We had a Beachcraft Bonanza in the hanger in the back 
yard, no debts, children in Sydney at high school and a 
new house.” 
 
At 93 years of age, Mr Cory lives alone in the house he 
and Olive built. His voice chokes as he explains, “ real 
happiness came to an end seven years ago when Olive lost 
her battle with cancer.” 
 
Their son, Peter and his wife, Gloria, have taken over 
Belara. With a slow smile he reflects: “It’s been a good 
life.” 
 
 
 
 
Previous articles about this family line: 
 
 
Gilbert’s second son Gilbert Gostwyck Cory (1839-1924) of 
‘Vacy’, Russell Street, Toowoomba, by Pam Cory in the April 
1998 Newsletter.  
Gilbert’s youngest son Francis (1853-1922) of Longreach had a 
son Francis Rens Cory who was born in 1897. Information on 
Frank Cory of Longreach, as provided by John Cory of Warwick 
can be found in Newsletter No 5, “A Cory and “QANTAS.”   
 
And the name Gostwyck? Gilbert Cory (1812-1896) born in 
Holsworthy, Devon  and emigrated to Australia was the son of 
John Cory and Mary Gostwyck. 

 
Arthur “Boy” Gostwyck Cory 

Contributed by Pam Cory 



 

The Cory Society does not agree necessarily with the statements and opinions in this publication 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: General enquiries e-mail: cory@one-name.org  
 
Officers: - 
 
Chairman Mark Hassall,  
 
Hon. Secretary and Contact for Links and Publicity Jean Hayes,    
 
Treasurer and Norfolk Co-ordinator  David Bedford-Groom,  
 
Ex Officio Archivist and Devon/Cornwall/S.Wales Co-ordinator   Ida Birch,  
 
Editor and Webmaster and DNA Co-ordinator Margaret Goffin,    
 
Others:- Rosemary Holloway,   
 
Honorary Founder Archivist Michael R. Cory,   
 
Kent Co-ordinator and Publications William Cory,  
 
Northants Co-ordinator  Marilyn Cory,  
 
Australian Co-ordinator Pam Cory,  
 
Membership Secretary Rosemary Gitsham,. 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOMED: 

Geoffrey Cory, Butterwell Hill, Cowden Cross, Cowden, Kent . 
Geoffrey is member Anita Hingston's brother and descends from the 
Rev John Cory, Rector of Landbeach, the subject of the article in 
this issue by David Bedford-Groom. Tree A  

Richard Cory-Pearce, Buckwor th, Huntingdon, Cambs. Richard  
is the son of Kate and descends from Jacobstow/Lifton/Plymouth 
line. Tree 2 

Kenneth George Brown, Walmer , Deal, Kent  
Ken links to Samuel Cory b 1697 at Harpole.Tree C. 
 
Mrs Sharon Sadler, Wringsdown, Yeolmbr idge, Launceston, 
Cornwall. Sharon is descended from Moses Cory grandson of 
Robert & Alice French. Tree 13 
 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Dr Kenneth D Cory has a new address and telephone number : 

Saratoga, CA 95070, USA.  

BIRTHS: 

Aeryn Violet and Freya Mollie Holness, on 2nd September 
2005, identical twin daughters of Emma and Simon Holness and first 
grandchildren of Margaret and Kingsley Goffin. 

Delivered at 36 weeks, Aeryn weighing 
4lbs 1oz and Freya 3lbs 11ozs at birth, 
they spent their first few weeks in 
incubators. When they were allowed 
home, proud grandmother went with 
them to assist with the constant round 
of nappy changing - and I’m still 
smiling! 

FROM OUR HON SEC. 2005 

Hello to Cory Society Members. It is 
ages since I took the opportunity of 
communicating with the membership. 
The committee are used to me 
practically all the time telling them 
what they should be doing!! Actually 

that last bit is not quite true. I don’t have the time and, like everyone, 
wish I could do more.  

Membership Renewals. The committee work very hard but we 
have to fit in Cory jobs around busy lives. And we are not getting 
any younger.  In particular I am asking you all to make a real effort 
to make our membership secretary’s life easier in 2006.  Please send 
your subscription immediately you receive the form in this 
December newsletter.  I know it is a busy month but the newsletter 
often comes at about the turn of the year anyway. In the past we 
have sent reminders during the year, to the ‘usual suspects’  but this 
costs us in money and human energy.   

After that grumble I should like to say a huge THANKS to those 
who renew on time.  THANKS for being members. We do value 
everyone’s membership.  Please continue to subscribe to our joint 
work even if you are not as actively interested as you once were. 
Welcome [back] John of Cob Cottage & Anita [Cory] Hingston. 

Meetings. We do value communication from members.  Each 
committee meeting we list all our contacts, representing hours of 
work.  But it is this that extends and enhances our knowledge of 
Corys and our contact with relatives. We are now meeting at The 
Family Records Centre, Myddelton Street, London since our 
Chairman has retired from London University. I intend to put our 
meeting dates into the newsletters so that you can contact us well 
ahead of the meetings with any points.  

Meetings for 2006 are on Saturdays, 11th March, 10th June and 11th 
November.  

Events for 2006 are 13th May weekend Kent, 10th June Tour of 
Family Record Centre and shortened AGM, 18-22nd October Cory 
Family Society Reunion in Washington DC, USA. 

Best Wishes to you all from Jean Hayes 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 


