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This issue shows a change of heading prompted by a suggestion at our last AGM by Peter Birch that the Society adopt the 
‘Coryana’ rose as its logo.   Based on the above excellent photograph by Michael R Cory of a bloom from his garden and 
research at her local library, Anne Bedford-Groom created three designs for the committee to consider.  We all voted for 
this one, which we will be using on all Cory correspondence from now on.  The first newsletter went out in July 1993 and 
each issue since has carried Vernon Cory’s heading.  [Sadly, for us and especially his wife and family, Vernon did not 
recover from the strokes he suffered in 1995 and resides in a nursing home.]  
 
Why was coryana so named?  It was raised in 1926 at the Cambridge University Botanic Garden and named after 
Reginald Cory, son of John of Dyffryn near Cardiff, whose enthusiasm for plants led to his generous support of the Botanic 
Garden.  The previous year Reginald had funded the building within the grounds of Cory Lodge where a party of Cory 
Society members saw the roses on a visit in 1995.   [On his death in 1934, Reginald’s bequest to the university enabled 
further development of the garden thus doubling its size, after the war.]  (See issue no 8, A Botanical Visit with Cory 
Roots.) 
 
‘Coryana’ is a deep pink species rose more accurately named, Rosa x coryana.  Species:  Collectively, these are the pure 
roses of nature.  Their flowers are usually single and most will bear hips after flowering.  They have a variety of garden 
uses, often depending on their original environment.  All of the other groups of roses have evolved from these by natural 
means or by man’s manipulation.   This quote is from the catalogue of Peter Beales Roses of London Road, Attleborough, 
Norfolk, NR17 1AY, holders of the National Collection of rosa species and suppliers of  Rosa x coryana.  
www.classicroses.co.uk A photograph and appreciation can be found at www.rdrop.com/~paul/main_verrier.html  

 

  
WHAT’S NEW? 

by Ida Birch   
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Robert is 36 years old and lives in the Orkney Isles. He is a 
fisherman and has his own boat which he works alone. It’s 
big enough to seat 3 adults and a child (and Robert 
standing at the tiller) although there is no shelter as he took 
the cabin off to have more room to work.  
 
On 12 th August 2003 at about 2 o’clock I was working 
alone, hauling creels (crab pots) at Simolie, 
Roseness, when I saw two large dorsal fins. I knew 
that they probably belonged to an Orca whale as 
there was a school of these killer whales in the area 
and I had seen them at a distance a couple of times 
over the summer months. Soon a pod of 6 whales 
arrived 200 yards from the shore with the largest by 
far, probably the main male, circling 500 yards out. 
The pod came closer and circled for a while. Then 
they spent 10 minutes or more “standing” on their 
heads with flukes well out of the water for over 30 
seconds at a time. This was followed by a lot of tail 
slapping on the water and the second largest whale 
appeared, with the largest remaining way out. I could 
see all members of the pod, three half-grown, two 
calves and much larger, Mum and Dad.  
 
A large seal appeared in the middle of the circle breathing 
hard. It must have been hiding in the kelp. I guessed that the 
seal weighed 3½-4 cwt but it looked very small in 
comparison to the whales. Suddenly either the adult or one 
of the half-grown whales, with an almighty crash, hurled the 
seal out of the water, at least 15 feet into the air. The seal 
looked like a rag doll. It was thrown back in the same 
direction with equal force and this was followed by a lot of 
thrashing and pushing by all of the group, with even the 
smallest joining in.  
 
The seal looked dead, with no movement at all as one of the 

half-grown whales lunged at it, taking it under water. 
Everything went quiet. The whales started circling around 
blowing again until one of the half-grown whales broke 
ranks and dived in my direction. Seconds later I saw a flash 
of white just 2-3 feet from the stern of my boat. The 
creature rolled onto its side as it passed and looked at me. It 
was a huge beast, easily the length of the boat and as wide! 
 
I was more than a little worried by now and knocked the 
engine ahead, with a quick burst, just for a second or two, 
then put it out of gear. As soon as the boat had stopped, the 
whale reappeared. I didn’t want to give the impression that I 
was running scared, in case it provoked a reaction from the 
whale, but it was now only 12-18 inches away from the 
prop. I gave the engine another short burst ahead and the 
whale veered off to rejoin the rest of the group.  
 
My heart started to slow down again although the hair 
on the back of my neck was still standing up like a 
brush. I really wished that I knew for certain I would 
be safe to stay so close, so that I could remain there 
and watch the whale as it watched me. But as I had 
just witnessed what one quick flick had done to the 
seal, I realised that neither me nor my boat would 
fare much better if attacked by such a huge mammal. 
Better safe than soggy! In hindsight (and from a 
distance) I felt that I would have been alright, but 
perhaps I was wise not to take the chance lest in the 
excitement of the kill I was next. I remembered 
stories about frantic seals escaping into a handy boat 
although there had been no reports of the whales 
following! 
 
The largest Orca from the kill came between me and 
the pod and raised herself well out of the water on 
her tail and held her position for 10 seconds or more. 
I realised that she was checking me out. The entire 
pod moved north with their kill, stopping a mile 
away to finish the job. The whole episode had taken 
about an hour. I could see them in the distance, with 
their dorsal fins rising out of the water. The largest 
male’s dorsal was at least 6 feet high so I couldn’t 
imagine how long it was but I was very glad that it 
wasn’t that particular whale that came so close and 
personal!  
 
I regretted that I didn’t have my camera with me. 
Two days before I had seen 6 Pilot whales and 2 
Minke whales near the island of Copinsay and had 
thought then that I ought to keep my camera on 
board. I saw the Orcas again in September, way off 
shore and gave chase with my camera at the ready 
but found that I had no chance of even keeping up. 
Despite steaming with the tide and flat out at over 12 
knots they easily left me behind. It was like chasing 
Donald Campbell in a rowing boat! 
 
There was another pod of 11 Orcas working around 
the north isles at the same time and as there is no 
shortage of food in the area I have high hopes of 
seeing the whales back again another year.    

 

 

A Fisherman’s Tale  
by Robert Wells 
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Robert’s Cory connection dates back to Thomas Cory who 
married at Wickmere in Norfolk in 1815.   Robert’s family 
tree is below. 
 
 

Thomas Cory m Mary Burrell  
1791-1834     1795-1820 

 

Joseph Burrell Cory m Ann Leeder 
1818-1858    1822-1873 

 

Joseph Burrell Cory m Elizabeth Rowland 
1842-1883    1841-1927 

 

Charles Burrell Cory m Harriet Parker 
1879-1939    1887-1975 

 

Violet May Burrell Cory m Robert H  G Wells 
1909-1995    1909-1975 

 

John Charles Robert Wells m Mary Sarah Mann 
1940     1942 

 
Robert William Wells 

1968 
 

 

If like me you have no idea what an Orca whale looks like, 
here are some  facts: 

 

 skin mostly black with distinctive white patches stocky bodies 
and a rounded head with a distinctive beak  

 sickle-shaped dorsal fin - female dorsal fin up to 4 ft tall and the 
male dorsal fin is up to 6 ft tall and more upright   

 male Orca larger than the female growing to be about 27-33 feet 
(8-10 m) long,  

 weighs more than 8,000-12,000 pounds (3.600-5.400 kg) 

 from 40 to 52 teeth which average about 3 inches (7.6 cm) long 
and about 1 inch in diameter  

 can dive to a depth of 100 feet (30 m) 

 swims up to 30 mph (48 km) in bursts in order to catch prey  

 communicate with clicks, whistles, and scream-like pulses for 
mating purposes and for locating prey 

 different pods have distinctive "accents" and can recognize 

members by this accent.  

 eats a diverse diet and averages 551 pounds (250 kg) of food a 

day  

 sometimes called the "wolf of the sea" because they hunt like a 
wolf pack - even attack other whales. 

       OBITUARY   John Cory   The Daily Telegraph 8th January 2004  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

John Cory, who has died aged 75, was 
a popular figure in Glamorgan and in 
the wider worlds of hunting, horse 
breeding and racing.  

The scion of a ship-owning family, 
Cory was Joint Master of the 
Glamorgan Hunt in the 1960s, and 
always looked immaculate. Further 
afield he was renowned as a judge of 
hunters and ponies. He stewarded at the 
Royal Show and at the Bath and West 
Show, he was a National Hunt steward 
of Ludlow Racecourse, and on most 
Saturdays in the spring he was to be 
found stewarding at point-to-points 
throughout south Wales. 

Cory's smart appearance belied a lack 
of physical co-ordination that could 
lead to drama. He was exceptionally 
unsafe in any boat and regularly fell 
into ponds, lakes and rivers. Chairs and 
household objects in other peoples' 
houses were in jeopardy. In his 

younger days he was an enthusiastic 
dancer, but this too could be dangerous. 
He and his partner once fell into and 
wiped out a display of geraniums at a 
hunt ball. He had great charm, and 
never minded being the butt of good-
natured jokes. 

John Cory was born on June 30 1928 
at St Brides-super-Ely, just west of 
Cardiff, where his family had 
established its business in 1872 after 
sailing up from Padstow in Cornwall. 
They moved into the Grange in 1933 
on the death of his grandfather. John's 
own father died five years later, and he 
and his younger brother Christopher 
were brought up by their mother. 

As a boy, during the school holidays 
John devoted himself to helping 
Captain Homfray, Master of the 
Glamorgan, at the kennels; during the 
war years he acted as whipper-in, as no 
professional was employed at that time. 

Attempts to evade prep school 
included putting eggs in his trouser 
pockets and squashing them on getting 
into the car, or hiding on the platform 
at Waterloo. At Eton his housemaster 
was Claud Beazley-Robinson, who 
drove an ancient Rolls, hunted 
regularly with the Fernie, and became a 
Cowley Father; he kindled young 
Cory's enthusiasm for High 
Anglicanism as well as in country 
pursuits. 

Cory then went up to Trinity, 
Cambridge, but did not stay the course. 
His asthma barred him from National 
Service, so instead he did a stint in 
accountancy before joining John Cory 
and Sons; he was non-executive 

director from 1949 to 1991. 

In 1959, aged 31, he became one of 
the youngest High Sheriffs in Britain, 
for Glamorgan, following his father 
(1935) and great-uncle (1913). He was 
appointed to the Cowbridge Bench in 
1961, a Deputy Lieutenant in 1968 and 
Vice Lieutenant of South Glamorgan in 
1990. 

No one gave more generously of his 
time and energy, and he was an 
influence entirely for the good in 
everything he did. He was Vicar's 
Warden of St Bride's Church for most 
of his adult life and, in the Church in 
Wales, a member of the Governing 
Body from 1957 to 1974, and 
Representative Body from 1960. He 
was appointed a Knight of St John in 
1968. 

He was chairman of Cardiff rural 
district council from 1971 to 1972, and 
chairman of the Tax Commissioners 
for Cardiff District. For many years he 
was involved with the Vale of 
Glamorgan Agricultural Society in 
various functions. He was president of 
the National Light Horse Breeding 
Society from 1977 to 1978, and was a 
vice-chairman of the Sport Horse 
Breeding Society of Great Britain at the 
time of his death on December 17, as 
well as being president of the Cardiff 
and County Club. 

John Cory married, in 1965, Sarah 
Meade, the sister of the Olympic 
eventing rider Richard Meade. She 
survives him, with their two daughters, 
Anna and Clare. 
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Variants and deviants?  I imagine the reader being at ease with Cory variants but deviants? What is a Cory deviant?  
 
The GOONS with which we are registered has been carrying articles in its Journal of One-Name Studies on the subject of 
names and how similar names should be viewed.   Derek Palgrave, in his article in the January-March 2004 issue, divided 
the variations on his name into variants and ‘deviants’, for want of a better description.  Therefore, I undertook the task on 
behalf of our committee of looking at possible ways Cory appears in records of all kinds and which we consider to be 
variants. 
 

I drew up the following table to represent the different combinations of letters which sound like Cory.  
 

Possible spellings by the scribe or arising from the transcription of the written word, whether clearly written or not.   
 

The above table could be reproduced with the initial letter ‘C’ replaced by ‘K’.  This would include KORY, originally 
registered with the Guild of One Name Studies (GOONS) along with those marked with an asterisk in the table above.  
 

Of course, this caused me to trawl the records, correlating current and auld, with care!     
 

I do not claim the above table of names is complete as more turned up as I searched the records!    
 

The records searched fall into two categories: 
 

1)  A wide span of dates: 
 

IGI on Familysearch web-site. Most of us are familiar with this source but it has its drawbacks in that  
(1) there are multiple entries of some records as contributions by researchers are included and (2) restricting a 
search to an exact spelling restricts the choice to no more detail than “British Isles”.  Many are recorded as 200 
+ which suffices for our requirements in this study.  
 

Cornwall FHS composite data-base from their web-site: this includes sources mainly from parish registers, 
monumental inscriptions and census returns.  
 

2)  Specific dates: 
 

1851 census disk for Devon, Norfolk and Warwickshire 
1881 census from Surname Atlas, software available from Stephen Archer 
1901 census from PRO web-site - extractions by Margaret Goffin and Ida Birch 
2000 London Telephone Directory 
 

The following names with no records or only one record were deleted from the table(opposite):   
Couree (1 on IGI), Courrey (1 in 1881), Courye, Courrye (1 on IGI), 
Cauri, Caurrey, Caurrie, Caurry, Caurrye, Caurye 

Cawr (1 in 1881), Cawre (1 in IGI), Cawri, Cawrrey, Cawrrie, Cawrry, Cawrrye, Cawrye. 
 

As anticipated, names with the ‘e’ after the ‘y’, eg  Corrye, were found to occur in the early records and therefore 
combined in order to simplify the table, eg Cury 134 and Curye 12 combine as Cury(e) 134(12) 
 
The Variants 
The committee has concluded that the variants of Cory are Corey, Corie, and Corye and Jean Hayes has amended 
our registration with the GOONS.   .   [We have dropped Kory and Coury as these have not always been included in 
members’ research and numbers are small.  While the Cory Society had these listed, others were precluded from 
registering these names.]   

 

CORY - its variants and deviants 
by Ida Birch 

CORE COREY* CORI CORIE* CORREY CORRIE CORRY CORRYE CORY* CORYE* 

COURE COUREY COURI COURIE COURREY COURRIE COURRY COURRY COURY* COURYE 

CURE CUREY CURI CURIE CURREY CURRIE CURRY CURRYE CURY CURYE 

CARE CAREY CARI CARIE CARREY CARRIE CARRY CARRYE CARY CARYE 

CAURE CAURY CAURI CAURIE CAURRY CAURRIE CAURRY CAURRYE CAURY CAURYE 

CAWRE CAWREY CAWRI CAWRIE CAWRREY CAWRRIE CAWRRY CAWRRYE CAWRY CAWRYE 
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 IGI 
British Isles: 
 

Cornwall  
FHS:   
Composite Database  

1851  
Census: Devon, Norfolk & 
Warwickshire  

1881  
Census:  
Surname Atlas  

1901  
Census:  
PRO web-site 

2000  
London Telephone  
Directory  

Core 200 + 6 4 422  470 5 

Coree 27 0 1 1 0 0 

Corey* 200 + 118 11 153 276 3 

Cori 4 0 3 1 0 0 

Corie* 127 0 0 2 8 0 

Corray 7 0 0 5 2 0 

Corre 36 0 0 16 27 7 

Corree 10 0 0 2 0 0 

Correy 200 + 30 4 64 51 0 

Corri 107 0 0 25 26 2 

Corrie 200 + 13 19 681 655 13 

Corry 200 + 135 44 585 562 31 

Corrye 49 21 0 0 0 0 

Cory* 200 + 2142 339 1080 1130 17 inc - 

Corye* 178  35 0 0 0 0 

       

Coure 31 0 0 16 22 0 

Courey 26 0 0 3 10 0 

Couri 7 0 0 2 10 1 

Courie 63 0 0 2 15 0 

Courrie 4 0 0 4 1 0 

Courry(e) 6(1) 0 0 3 5 0 

Coury* 46 0 2 21 34 1 

       

Cure 200 + 16 71 239 329 1 

Curee 3 0 0 2 1 0 

Curey 61 2 1 27 47 0 

Curi 1 0 0 2 4 1 

Curie 200 + 0 0 16 5 1 

Curray 117 0 0 23 10 0 

Curre 200 + 0 0 4 3 0 

Curree 5 0 0 4 1 0 

Currey 200 + 39 66 614 626 15 

Curri 10 0 0 4 2 1 

Currie 200 + 13 43 8437 ? 120  

Curry 200 + 624 182 4292 ? 95  

Currye 113 13 0 0 0 0 

Cury(e) 134(12) 15 5 39 24 0 

        

Care 200 + 850 42 671 ? 9 

Carey 200 + 159 178 5641 ? 193 

Cari 17 3 0 0 1 0 

Carie 200 + 10 0 31 78 0 

Carre 200 + 4 1 343 391 6 

Carrey 200 + 7 9 112 106 1 

Carri 18 0 2 5 30 0 

Carrie 200+ 5 0 513 363 4 

Carry(e) 200 + (10) 13 6 226 568 2 

Cary 200 + 282 83 731 831 20 

Carye 200 + 12 0 0 1 0 

       

Caur 5 0 0 1 6 1 

Caure 2 0 0 0 3 0 

Caurey 7 0 0 0 5 0 

Caurie 3 0 0 0 0 0 

Caury 10 0 0 0 1 0 

       

Cawrey 47 0 0 26 17 0 

Cawrie 5 0 0 0 0 0 

Cawry 4 0 0 1 0 0 

continued overleaf 
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The Deviants   
The selection of Cory and its variants - Corey, Corie and Corye -  for our One Name Study leaves the remainder of the 
names ‘deviants’ of Cory.  This does not mean that they can be ignored when researching Cory families!  We are fortunate to 
have many indexes to consult nowadays and it is all too easy to focus on Cory(e), Corey and Corie and ignore other 
possibilities.  Many scribes hearing perhaps unfamiliar accents wrote down what they heard; and many years later their 
written word has been read and transcribed, with inaccuracy in some cases, resulting in even more distortion!   Publication of 
Dr Samuel Johnson’s dictionary in 1755 gave rise to a standard spelling in general terms.  One would think that by the 19 th 
century there would be standardisation on the spelling ‘Cory’ but variations occur in census returns  - even as late as 1901.   
 
Many of the names in the table of records are standard names with large numbers of records, eg CORRY with its own 
variants such as Correy(e) and Corrye;  CURRY with variants such as Currey Currye and possibly Cury(e) [Curry is 
important in Devon and Cornwall where the Cornwall FHS figures reveal 2142 Cory, 118 Corey and 624 Curry, many of 
which belong to Cory families.]; CORRIE and CURRIE appear to be mainly in Scotland and Northern England.  You may 
be surprised that I considered CARY, CAREY (far more records for Carey than Cary, in contrast to Cory v Corey!) and their 
possible variants.  These names do not sound like Cory but were included for interest with Cor… being so close to Car… 
with the exception of the vowel ‘o’ to ‘a’ which can be so easily mistaken in the written word.   
 
In the next issue, I will give examples of Cory variants and deviants found in the records.   
 
 

Maps based on the actual numbers per county in the 1881 census (the deeper the colour, the higher the number). 
The figures for ’Cory’ are shown on the opposite page.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Map plotted using Archer Software’s British 19th Century Surname Atlas – details at  www.archersoftware.co.uk 
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DISTRIBUTION OF CORY IN 1881 CENSUS IN ENGLAND, SCOTLAND AND WALES.   

 

 Cory Based on actual numbers in each County (Source 1881 Census) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Map plotted using Archer Software’s British 19th Century Surname Atlas 
 
 
 

Distribution of the 1080 people with the Cory surname in the 1881 census, analysed by county including 49 in 
Jersey (not shown on the map).   
 
The top ten are: 
Cornwall 209; Devon 176; Northamptonshire 132; Middlesex 118; Norfolk 77; Surrey 55; Jersey and Kent 49; 
Glamorgan 24; Lancashire 22.    
 
The order changes when analysed by number per 100,000:   
Jersey 93; Cornwall 63; Northamptonshire 48; Devon 29; Norfolk 17; Merioneth 7; Kent , Cambridgeshire and  
Glamorgan 5; Middlesex, Surrey and Isle of Wight 4.  
 
 

  



 

More Cory’s in Harpole! 
 
BIRTH:  
 

Lucas Oliver Cory Kitson on 
13th January 2004, son of Graham 
and Emmaline, a brother to 
Bradley Giles Cory Kitson and a 
second grandson for Marilyn and 
Colin Cory.  
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:  
 
Officers: - 
 
Chairman Mark Hassall,  
 
Hon. Secretary and Contact for Links and Publicity Jean Hayes,  
   
Treasurer and Norfolk Co-ordinator  David Bedford-Groom,  
 
Ex Officio Archivist and Devon/Cornwall/S.Wales Co-ordinator   Ida Birch,  
 
Editor and Webmaster and DNA Co-ordinator Margaret Goffin,   
 
Others:- Rosemary Holloway,   
 
Honorary Founder Archivist Michael R. Cory,   
 
Kent Co-ordinator and Publications William Cory,  
 
Northants Co-ordinator  Marilyn Cory 
 
Australian Co-ordinator Pam Cory,  
 
Membership Secretary Rosemary Gitsham,      

 

The Cory Society does not agree necessarily with the statements and opinions in this publication 

M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S  

NEW MEMBERS: 

We welcome two new members in this issue - 
Mrs Martha Goerzen, Gretna, Manitoba, R0G 0V0 of 
Canada, who descends from James Wonnacott, brother of 
Samuel who married Mary Cory in 1835 at Kilkhampton. 
Connection with tree D: West Putford, Devon.  
Mrs Valerie Dickson,  Hampton, Victoria, Australia 3188 
who is the great-grand-daughter of Thomas James Cory - 
Bible Christian minister - who emigrated to Australia in 1877. 
Tree: Lifton, Devon and Jacobstow, Cornwall. 
 
DEATH: 

We were very sad to hear of the sudden death of Mary Cory 
wife of Malcolm (Norfolk Line). Malcolm and Mary were 
founder members of the Society. Malcolm was on the 
committee for several years and did a lot of work on the GRO 
lists. 
 
EVENTS: 

Notice of the Northampton Weekend and AGM in June -
leaflets and booking forms enclosed with this issue. 

w 
e have a new DNA Co-ordinator! 
In the last newsletter, we advertised for 
someone willing to take on this post on 

behalf of the Society so that we can use every  method 
of research open to us, forging ahead and making links 
wherever possible. 
 

Now I don’t want you to be disappointed, because if 
you applied for the job, your letter got lost in the post 
so with no other applicant the DNA Co-ordinator is 
me! I volunteered to do the secretarial side because I 
really do feel it is important to develop this valuable 
line of research further. Archivists Ida Birch and 
Michael Cory will find which are the key lines and give 
me much needed advice on who to approach. As you 
know from previous issues, we have had some 
volunteers already with successful outcomes. 
 

Can you help? Well gentlemen, if your name is Cory 
and I write to you it will be because you are one of the 
special few who can help the Cory Society.  
 
 

What will I be asking of you? Nothing painful I 
promise- just a simple swab from inside your cheek 
which you return to me and I will send it away for 
testing. (Don’t tell my Uncle Arthur that we don’t need 
the strands of hair that he let us pull from his head.) 
 
 

Why take part? Perhaps you have found your  
ancestoral line already but some of our members are 
still searching. You just might be the one to solve the 
puzzle for them. Please say yes! 
 
 

Ladies - if you know a man that could, persuade him 
that he should. 


