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I have become a great believer in 
serendipity. I’ve noticed recently 
that it often happens in family 
history.  Unable to find the baptism 
of our gt. gt. gt grandfather, my 
cousin and I decided to try and find 
our grandfather’s siblings in the 
hope that another branch of the 
family knows more than we do.  
With the exception of  our 
grandfather’s sister Lillie Annie  
Burrell Cory the  
others had vanished.  So earlier this 
year we decided to send for the 
death certificate of our grandfather’s 
eldest brother, Joseph Burrell Cory.  
We found his date of death on the 
Cory GRO lists (available from the 
archivist) and sent for the certificate.  Now only a few months later, before we went any further, they have found us!     
 

Kenneth Burrell Corey (the Newcastle branch include an e in their name) came with his family to Norfolk on  holiday 
and visited the villages which his father had talked about - Edgefield, Gresham and Hempstead.  Whilst in the area 
they decided to see if the phonebook contained any Burrell Coreys.  Yes just one, and that was my uncle, Arthur 
Burrell Cory. (Thank heavens for the BT phonebook.)  Luckily, he was in when they rang and welcomed them round 
for a chat over a cup of tea. Kenneth and his wife Margaret, son Ian, and his fiancée arrived bringing their family 
photos and they were soon asking about family history.  Kenneth especially wanted to find out how the Burrell Corey 
name came about.  This question was quickly answered in a booklet I had written about our family story, starting 
from Thomas Cory who married Mary Burrell in 1815.    From this marriage the Burrell Corys came into existence.    
 

 

Ian, Arthur, Margaret and Ken Burrell Corey with me in the centre. 

 

Lost now Found 
Margaret Goffin 
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Charles the Second’s Visit to Norfolk. 

 Margaret Goffin 

 
The citizens of Norwich were amongst the first to hail 
the return of monarchy in the person of Charles II, who 
was proclaimed there on 10th May 1660.  The  planning 
of the reception for the King at Norwich in 1671 was of 
course the duty of the Mayor and Corporation but they 
were much assisted by Lord Henry Howard, the brother 
of the Duke of Norfolk.  The Duke, who was 
unfortunately out of his senses, was unable to fulfil any 
public duties so Lord Henry often lived in the Duke’s 
Palace and was renowned for his lavish hospitality and 
entertainments. He had three coaches, one of them 
holding 14 people, which trundled around Norwich 
collecting ladies who were invited to banquet and dance 
with him. Such was the public life in the time of Francis 
Cory, Recorder of the city of Norwich. 
 
 

In 1670 Lord Henry Howard presented the Corporation 
with a noble mace of silver gilt, and a gown of crimson 
velvet for the mayor, perhaps in preparation for the 
King’s visit the next year.  Although not holding any 
official position in the organisation of the city, Lord 
Henry was in charge of arrangements for the royal visit.   
 
 

On 28th September 1671 his two sons accompanied the 
Lord Mayor and  Francis Cory, as they rode out to meet 
the royal party on Trowse bridge.  It was a grand 
occasion, with Mayor Thomas Thacker, attended by 
aldermen in scarlet robes, his insignia of office borne 
before him and 200 young citizens in his train.  They 
planned to meet the King early in the afternoon as he 
came from Great Yarmouth and then hasten to 
Cringleford bridge to welcome the Queen, who was 
proceeding from Euston along the Thetford road.  (Even 
today, parts of the road from Thetford make it a slow 
journey!) 
 

 
Time passed as the entourage waited on Trowse bridge, 
and no word came of the King’s approach.  The 
dignitaries began to fear that the Queen would reach the 

city limits without anyone to receive her so Francis Cory 
was sent with Lord Henry’s sons to Cringleford to 
receive the Queen.   
 
 

The King arrived at Trowse bridge at 4 o’clock and by 
this time, it had started to rain.  The Lord Mayor and 
company were soaked to the skin and one can well 
imagine what a sorry sight greeted the King.  The Mayor 
made an understandably short congratulatory speech and 
gave the King a present of  200 guineas, before escorting 
the royal personage as quickly as possible to the Duke’s 
Palace.  He then hurried with his bedraggled company to 
welcome the Queen who was already past Cringleford 
Bridge. Finally, upon the broad hill a mile and a half 
from Eton town’s end, Recorder Francis Cory delivered 
his speech.  The Queen was then conducted, amid 
cheering crowds,  ranks of Liverymen and the City 
Regiment to join the King at the Duke’s Palace. 
 
 

That night the Duke’s Palace was packed with the royal 
guests and their court.  The Queen’s retinue alone 
comprised 55 persons, ranging from Lords down to 
Gentlemen Ushers, Pages and the Apothecary,  
Duchesses, Maids of Honour, Women of the Bed-
chamber and down to Keeper of the Sweet Coffers and 
Madame Nunn, ‘cheife of ye Laundrie’. The great tennis 
court was turned into a kitchen; the bowling alley, 190 
feet long, into 5 separate dining rooms and a splendid 
banquet was set before hundreds of people.  We can 
only imagine that Francis was there perhaps with his 
wife Ann, daughter of Sir John Corbett, for the records 
of the occasion do not mention him again. But I expect 
the royal visit was mentioned at Bramerton for many 
months to come. 
 

Sources:  
Norfolk Portraits by R.W.Ketton Cremer 
White’s Gazetteer 1845 
The Norfolk Corys:  
Table A1 line NK, Francis Cory 1596-1678 

My uncle rang the next day to let me know about his surprise visitors and a few nights later I was able to meet up 
with  
our new relatives.  We all had so much to say and lots of questions to ask each other about our individual ancestors 
that the evening passed all too quickly.  Kenneth had a few wonderful stories of his own to tell - how I wished that I 
had taken a tape recorder or a scribe! Thinking  it all over the next day, I came up with lots more questions that I 
should have asked.  We have since exchanged letters, photos and e-mails and received answers to some of those 
questions.  Kenneth has sent us his family tree with 21 new relatives, part of his own story and taped recordings of 
the songs which he performed with his daughter Julie when they sang  in Newcastle clubs, Kenneth’s strong deep 
voice contrasting well with Julie’s fine clear soprano.  Kenneth had a stroke last year and although he has now 
regained his speaking voice has not yet regained his singing voice.    
 
Since our meeting Kenneth has been inspired to write up his war time experiences in the merchant navy.  He 
travelled across the world and although he was torpedoed three times, he says that “ he hardly got his feet wet”.  His 
wife, Margaret tells me that the Sunderland Gazette is interested in writing an article about his adventures and the 
Cory Society will be getting a mention!  I can honestly say that I couldn’t have wished for nicer relatives.  What’s 
more,  Kenneth is now a member of  the Cory Society!  
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We converged on the V & A from 7 different counties 
and from Scotland.  David Bedford Groom and his sister-
in- law, Ann Tucker, Peter and Ida Birch, Kathleen Cory, 
Marilyn and Wyn Cory, Rosemary Gitsham, Jean and 
David Hayes, Rosemary Hollaway and myself.  Once 
everyone had arrived, we settled down to lunch in the 
restaurant with our guide, Clare Phillips a curator at the 
museum.  Conversation flowed easily over an enjoyable 
lunch. 
 
At 2 o’clock Clare led us through to the Jewellery 
Gallery where for the next hour and thirty minutes we 
were well and truly dazzled. Lady Cory’s bequest was of 
incredible importance to the V & A collection as the 
museum up till then did not have any  jewellery of any 
importance for that period.  Clare said they were 
privileged to be given it and they had not received a 
bequest on such a scale since.  
 
There are catalogues in the Jewellery Gallery to help 
identify the pieces in the cases but our guide was able to 
tell us so much more and also tell us a little bit about 
Lady Cory and her correspondence with the museum 
about her collection.  Lady Cory mostly chose blue, such 
as sapphires and turquoise, never coral or cut steel and 
surprisingly only one ring.  I can’t promise you a full 
inventory of everything that we were shown as there are 
pieces of Lady Cory’s jewellery in many of the cases.  In 
fact there were so many of her pieces in so many cases 
that I couldn’t record it fast enough!  We will prepare a 
paper for the archives in due course but I will detail some 
of the pieces here so you can get some idea of  the 
number and quality. 
 
The V & A has a photograph of Lady Cory wearing all 
her diamonds - the tiara, 3 bows, both corsages, 46 
paisley leaf pieces, necklace, and earrings and she looks 
magnificent - every inch a lady.  Thank you Ida, for 
arranging the visit.  I am sure that all present will 
remember it with awe. 

 Margaret Goffin  
 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~ooooo~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

 

Case 15, D1: Ruby and diamond flower spray on 
tremblers.  The Bolshevik Government sold off lots of 
pieces in the 1920’s and this has an Imperial 
provenance. 

Case 16, B3: Most costly of the collection were 3 
massive bows studded with diamonds, with 46 small 
diamond studded leaves set in silver in a paisley design. 
These could be sewn onto her dress or threaded together 
to make a necklace.  Probate inventory at the time, 
valued the collection at £1250 for the largest bow, £700 
for the other two and the leaves were valued as one piece 
at £4600.  Made in 1760, these are the oldest of her 
collection. 

Case 17, No. E11: A bracelet of  woven hair with large 
cameo. 

Case 1,8 board B 1-6: Peridot necklace and earrings, 
flower brooch with ornamental flower heads on 
tremblers, a flower spray, double row sapphire and 
earrings (this was valued at £4500 and was the second 
most expensive in the collection), spray of feathers in 
various coloured jewels (which featured in a poster 
campaign for a V & A exhibition)  

Case 19 board A1: Garnet necklace and earrings and 
a cross of garnets in gold. 

A4: Turquoise earrings and gold tasselled brooch, B2: 
Amethyst necklace and drop earrings, a rose brooch 
made of rubies, amethysts, and citrines. 

F5: Pearl necklace in a grape design (featured in the 
Victorian Exhibition 

G1: A turquoise garland, G2: holly garland, G3: a 
brooch of trembling flowers and small thistle.  

I: Diamond tiara (valued at £3000) Diamond head 
ornament with 3 pearls approx. 1830’s. Diamond 
corsage about 1850, quite rare as most of these were 
melted down and redesigned.  These large corsages were 
worn edge to edge on her neckline. 
A green, red and white brooch, inspired by the 
Renaissance, a brooch in the design of a tasselled bow, a 
pendant brooch, an enamelled red and green vine brooch 
with pearls, an enamelled holly brooch.  

J1: A double row of enamelled plaques, with matching 
earrings and brooch, the set were a tourist curiosity and 
on the back are flags and regional dress. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ooooo~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Lady Cory’s Connections 

 

Lady Cory was formerly Miss Jane Anne Gordon 
Lethbridge and became the wife of Clifford John Cory at 
St George’s, Hanover Square 1893. Clifford was made a 
baronet in 1907.  This South Wales family’s roots can be 
traced back to Cory Barton, West Putford in North 
Devon. 
 
Sir Clifford and Lady Cory separated.  She later lived 
with her widowed sister, Lady Carew, at 28, Belgrave 
Square where she died on 8 Feb 1947 aged 81.  Thanks 
to the authoress, Winifred Graham, we have a vivid 
picture of her life there and discover that Lady Cory was 
known as Annie, rather than Jane!  I have drawn on 
Winifred Graham’s book Observations and 
Reminiscences for my series of newsletter articles on 
Lady Cory. 

Ida Birch 
 

 
Visit to the Victoria and Albert Museum 
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Cory Mayors of Great Yarmouth 
Margaret Goffin 

Charles Cory Aldred,  
Magistrate of the Borough and of the Counties of Norfolk and 

Suffolk. 

 
 
This summer my cousin and I took the opportunity to 
look round Great Yarmouth Town Hall during its open 
day. On a board listing the Mayors of the Borough, I 
found the name of Robert Cory (1776-1840) who was 
Mayor of Great Yarmouth in 1803 and 1815 during the 
reign of George III.  I also noticed another Cory name, 
that of Charles Cory Aldred, Mayor during Victoria’s 
reign in 1856-65, 1879 and 1881-2.  His imposing 
portrait painted by J B Burgess (dated 1885) hangs in the 
Assembly Room. Amongst the Town Hall Regalia is a 
silver presentation trowel used on the occasion of the 
laying of the foundation stone of the Town Hall by 
Mayor Charles Cory Aldred on 20th April 1880. The 
trowel has the typical engraving of the period and was 
presented to the Mayor by Martin Hall & Co (1879).   
The foundation stone was the cornerstone of the building 
weighing over three tons.   
 
 
Charles Cory Aldred was in his third period of office as 
Mayor by the time the red brick building was completed 
and the Town Hall was officially opened on 31st May 
1882 by the then Prince of Wales (later Edward VII). 
The presentation key, by Barnard & Co. (1881) was used 
on that occasion and in addition to the Arms of the 
Borough the key carries the Arms of His Royal 
Highness.  The key is 8 inches long and the inscription 
reads: Great Y armouth Town Hall, Opened by H R.H 

THE PRINCE OF WALES K. B. May 31st 1882, Charles 
Cory Aldred Esq. Mayor. 

 
The Yarmouth Independent at that time recorded; -“The 
Prince will open the new Municipal Buildings at about 
one o’clock and will be met at the north entrance by the 
Mayor and Committee, where he will be presented with a 
silver gilt key, and will unlock the door.  The Company 
will then proceed to the Sessions Court, where his Royal 
Highness will receive an address from the Mayor and 
Corporation, and will probably make a brief reply.  He 
will then be asked to retire for a short time to the Judge’s 
room, while the company assemble at the déjeuner in the 
large hall, and this having been done, the Prince will 
proceed to this apartment and partake of luncheon.  In 
all probability the speeches will be short, and will be 
confined to one or two toasts after which the Prince will 
take his departure.  350 guests were present at the 
luncheon”. 
 
 
Four years later, despite the grandiose opening and  the 
building’s impressive scale, the citizens feared the Town 
Hall would end in another disaster. Great Yarmouth had 
already suffered a major disaster in 1845 when the 
suspension bridge built in 1829 by Robert Cory 
collapsed with a great loss of lives (as featured in 
Newsletters No.12 and 20).  The sheer weight of the 
structure of the Town Hall, so close to the river, caused 
the site to subside. For some time the entire western 
frontage facing the river was buttressed with huge balks 
of timber. There was a serious risk that the whole 
building would have to be demolished until an engineer 
called Duckham solved the problem by designing a 
system of wrought iron girders placed on massive screw 
piles. By gradually screwing up the pile, the building was 
raised in 1887 ensuring its survival. Although it does 
lean a little to one side it isn’t noticeable, except at the 
doorway between the Mayor’s Parlour and the Assembly 
Room, where a step had to be put in to make up for the 
subsidence.  

 

Source: 
Norfolk Corys Tables A11 and A14 Norfolk and Cambridge IGIs 
 

William Cory (1758 -1828) m Margaret Daniel (1773 -) 
| 

__________________________________________ 
Edward Cory (1797 -1889) m Mary Wilks 

| 
_____________________________________________________________ 

Margaret Cory (1801 -1852) m.1824 Samuel Botson Aldred (c.1797) 
 
Samuel Botson Aldred was the son of Samuel Higham Aldred and Ann 
Daniel (c.1774 sister of  Margaret above)  m. 1796  His half brother 
Charles Cory Aldred (1811) being the son of  Samuel Higham Aldred 
and Elizabeth (maiden name unknown). 
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My New Zealand Family 
Bill Cory 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A Deal Lugger 
 
My Great Grandfather had an elder brother born in 1829.  
His name was Morris Clayson Cory.  The Deal boatmen 
had a very hard time in the 1850s.  Emigration among 
them became common after a meeting held in Deal 
Town Hall.  It was decided to divide the boatmen into 
two classes - the young and the old, and to get the 
younger men away if possible to where they could 
profitably obtain employment.  Some ship owners 
agreed to give passages to young men wishing to 
emigrate.  On December 21st 1858, when the “Mystery” 
set sail for New Zealand with 250 emigrants aboard, 
twelve families went from Deal.  Another party left the 
following year, and other groups left for South Africa 
and Australia.  Morris, his wife and four children 
emigrated.  They sailed for Canterbury, New Zealand. 
 
 

In the book "Last of our Luggers" on page 131 it refers 
to the death in October 1860, by drowning, of Cory who 
went out to New Zealand.  The two books:-  "South 
Canterbury a record of a Settlement" by O A Gillespie 
and "Jubilee history of South Canterbury 1916" by J.C. 
Anderson both mention M C Cory and his death by 
drowning. 
 
 
Severe Gale at Timaru - Loss of Life  
(From the "Lyttelton Times" October 13th, 1860) 
At the close of last week the schooner "Wellington", 
Elmsly the master, narrowly escaped being wrecked off 
Timaru.  The vessel had discharged most of her cargo on 
Friday week, on which day, about noon, a furious gale 
set in from the south east, accompanied with snow.  Both 
anchors were let go, and every precaution taken for the 
safety of the vessel by those on board.  The sea was 
running in high and making a clean breach over the 
vessel, carrying away port stanchions and bulwarks, 
breaking up the boat and cook's galley.  Towards 
evening she parted her best anchor, though held by a 
cable much stronger than those usually carried by 
vessels of her size.  It was found, on recovering the 
anchor that the chain had simply parted in two places, 
and 25 fathoms of it were lost.  The hatches were 
battened down, and the men stood to all night, escaping 
to the rigging as the sea broke over them.  All night too, 
the people on shore were on the look out with lights and 
lifeboat ready to come to the rescue of the crew, in case 
of the second anchor parting.  Fortunately, the anchor 
bore the test; on the following day the wind shifted to the 
southward and began to moderate, but the sea was still 
running very high. 

 
Up to Sunday noon the weather gradually improved, 
when an attempt was made to come up to anchorage, but 
the sea was too high for the vessel to bring up, when she 
hauled on downwind and stood out to sea again.  This 
movement was observed from the shore by people on the 
lookout, and was by them construed, supposing the other 
anchor had failed, and that the vessel was in distress, the 
Deal boatmen manned their surfboat and came out 
bravely to the rescue; but the sea was too rough for 
them, and swamped the boat; of the crew (six in 
number), two were drowned, Messrs. M. Corie and 
Boubins, both married men, and the former the father of 
five children.  A third party, named Bowles, was severely 
beaten on the beach, and only slight hopes were 
entertained of his recovery when the "Wellington" left on 
Tuesday night. 
 
 
Advertisement (From the "Lyttelton Times"  
Wednesday 24th October 1860).  The fast sailing clipper 
schooner "Wellington"  will sail for Timaru fortnightly 
until further notice.  This being the largest and best 
found vessel on the berth, offers most favourable 
opportunities to shipper and passengers. 
 
 

Cookse, Bowler & Co. Agent, Lyttleton & Christchurch 
"Wellington"  46 ton.  Freight and passengers. 
 
 

Local Intelligence (from the "Lyttelton Times"  
Wednesday 31st October 1860)  A most praiseworthy 
effort is being made to raise a fund for the relief of the 
widows and orphans of the two boatmen who were 
drowned at Timaru, when humanely going out to the 
rescue of the "Wellington's" crew during the late gale.  
Lists are lying at the Inn, the merchant's shop at the 
Bank and at the office of this paper. 
 
 

Thus was started the New Zealand branch of the family.  
They are still strong in the South Island.  I am in touch 
with Mrs Noeline Gordon of Dunedin, a direct 
descendent of Morris Clayson Cory.  She must be my 
umpteenth cousin.  
 
 

Postscript: 
Since this was written,  Eleanor and I returned to New 
Zealand to see our daughter  Faith and our grandson.  
We flew out in August 2000 and returned in the 
September.    We did however manage to do a little Cory 
research.  We visited some delightful Corys in Hibiscus 
Bay who were related to Sir George Cory of South 
Africa.  Their niece had been to University with my son-
in -law John. 
 

Many of you know that I am a train buff.  We took the 
Overlander from Auckland and ten hours later, after a 
stunning journey, arrived in Wellington.  The next day 
we took the boat across the Cook Straits to Picton on the 
South Island.   A further train journey on the Southern  
 

 Continued on the following page 
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Pacific took us to Christchurch and then down to 
Timaru. People at the local museum were most helpful 
and searched their records of birth, marriages and deaths.  
The references to the drowning of Morris Clayson Cory 
were quite extensive.  Everyone there was thrilled to 
have someone from the UK tracing their ancestry in New 
Zealand, rather then the other way round!  A trip to the 
Town Hall and the Cemeteries Department confirmed 
that Morris was the first person to be buried in the 
Municipal Graveyard on the edge of town.  The long 
walk was worth it.  I took a photograph of the 
gravestone.  Incidentally, my great grandfather in 1871 
named his new son Morris Clayson - no doubt in 
memory of his brother.  There are other Morris Claysons 
in the family history, which makes the genealogy 
complicated. 
 

~~~~~ooooo~~~~~ 
 

 
 

Morris Clayson Cory’s tombstone in Timaru NZ 
 

Gravestone 
Inscription:- 

 
Morris Clayson Cory - drowned 

off Timaru - October 6, 1860 
 aged 30 years -  

"In the midst of life we are in 
death."   

Also Elizabeth Thompson 
 - wife of above - 

 died March 20, 1913  
aged  85 years -  

"Revisited after many years." 
 

 - buried at Timaru, New 
Zealand.  

 
 
 
 

 

The other New Zealand line Bill mentions was that of Sir 
George Edward Cory (1862-1935) Professor of 
Chemistry at Rhodes University and amateur researcher 
of South African history who published several books.  
He was the brother of Ernest Octavius Cory of New 
Zealand. 
 

On his retirement in 1931, Sir George Edward Cory 
presented his extensive private collection to Rhodes 
University College and the Cory Library for Historical 
Research was founded. Rosemary Gitsham discovered 
this information on a website 
while searching for “Cory 
Library”.  She had noticed the 
Cory Library amongst the 
credits of a television 
documentary.    
 
The collection included 
books, pamphlets, private 
manuscripts, photographs, 
maps, journals and 
newspapers as well as 62 
recorded conversations with 
elderly South African people, 
both black and white.  Sir 
George’s multi-volume work 
The Rise of South Africa 
(1910-1939) earned him a 
significant place in South 
African historiography.  
 
There is more on Sir George 
and the South African Corys  
in research paper no. 63 and 
his family tree is in our 
archives.  Contact the archivist  
for a copy of the paper or a list 
of others held by the Society. 
 

 
Sir George Edward Cory 

about to set off on one of his 
many vacational walks in 

search of historical  
information 

Source: 
http://www.ru.ac.za/library/cory/george.html 

On 18th November my cousin and I went to a Family History Fair in my home city of Norwich.   We each went our 
separate ways on entry so as to make the most of our time and we didn’t come across each other again for three hours! 
Stalls included the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, Society of Genealogists, Cambridge FHS, Mid Norfolk 
FHS, Suffolk Records Office and Suffolk FHS. There were several postcard stalls and many stalls were selling CDs.  
Nothing of use to me until I found a box with books on various London apprentice guilds. I spent a long time 
searching through and noting Corys.  I noticed amongst the back issues of magazines, Margaret Cullingworth’s name 
as our Cory contact.  This information is now out of date since Jean Hayes took over this task for the Society earlier 
this year but there was nothing I could do about it.  I would have liked to alter the entries but I don’t think the stall 
holder would have been very pleased if I had. 
 
We are circulating the foreword of the latest The English Corys (See page 7 ) to all our members so that those who 
have purchased copies of the first edition can put it in their books.  It seeks to guide genealogists to where information 
can be found.  The disclaimer sentence, which we now put in all our publications, is also in the new printing, as in this 
newsletter.  If you have not got your copy of The English Corys yet, it is £19.95 plus p & p. Please contact Michael 
direct if you require any further information about this book or any other of our publications. The archives list which 
used to be circulated at this time has become too bulky. However, there is a complete list on the web site. 

 

Keeping Your Records Up To Date. 
Editor 



______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The English Corys and the Cory Society. 

  
The appearance of Michael and Vernon Corys’ The 
English Corys in 1995 and the genesis of the Cory 
Society, formally inaugurated in 1992, were two events 
that were intimately connected.  The book was the 
tangible record of a study by the two authors into various 
branches of the Cory family in England, and followed the 
publication of their American Corys’ (Heritage Books, 
Inc. Bowie Maryland 1991).  But the trees published in 
The English Corys, no less than its predecessor, were in 
a very real sense, a summary in tabular form of the work 
of a number of family historians.  In writing the book 
Michael and Vernon had contacted members of different 
branches of the family, extracted from them copies of the 
pedigrees of their own particular lines which Michael, at 
great cost of time and effort, had transcribed to a 
common format.  In my own case Michael and Vernon 
first contacted me in 1986 and I contributed the original 
versions on which eleven tables (7-9, 21 and F1-F7) were 
based. 
  
It seemed desirable to Michael and Vernon that future 
research into the wider Cory family could best be served 
by forming an association of those who supplied material 
for incorporation into the The English Corys, and it was 
thus the Cory Society came into being. It was natural that 
the new society should be involved with the publication 
and distribution of the book, and indeed support for the 
project could be regarded as one of its principal functions 
for without publication all research into family history is 
so much wasted effort.  Neverthe less it was inevitable 
that at the time the book was published it had not been 
possible to incorporate some of the latest information on 
some branches of the family* and that even in the few 
years between the date of original publication of the 
volume and the date of this new introductory note, yet 
more new information should accrue**.  Much of this 
was the result of an increase in membership bringing in 
new knowledge to the Society, and much to the 
continuing research carried out by members both new 
and old, not least Michael himself into his own branch of 
the family. As a result Michael has updated Chapter 13 
of the present volume and it has been published 
separately under the title The Norfolk Corys,(ISB 0 
9525226 1 6 Paper) and to this the reader is referred. 
  
What then of future publication plans by the Society?  
The work of updating the genealogical tables in The 
English Corys (other than those of the Norfolk Corys) is 
already in hand by individual members.  The exact form 
of publication of these tables and the appropriate 
accompanying sections of text, has yet to be finalised, 
but it is likely that it will take the form of separate 
monographs following the precedent established by the 
Norfolk Corys.  For the latest details of all publications 
see the Cory Society Web Site (www.corysociety.org.uk) 
where an application form for those wishing to join can 
also be found. 

 
Mark William Cory Hassall, (Cory Society Chairman) 

London, March 2000 
 
* Though published in 1995, the closing date for 
amendments to the manuscript of  The English Corys 

was September 1993, so that Everil Taylor’s book The 
History of the English Cory Family (1994) could not be 
taken into account even if it had been available.  It 
chronicles a branch of the Holsworthy line settled in 
Australia, (ISBN 0-646-22(?)938-9), see The English 
Corys pp148-151 and tables H1-12. 
 
** Attention is drawn especially to the following: 
Irene Harrison The Cory Reeder Harrison Family Tree 
(1995, private circulation) on the descendants of William 
Reeder and Martha Cory (The English Corys Table A1 
N6). 
 
Vernon Cory The Bible Christians (1995) a Cory Society 
Research Paper 59 superseding  The English Corys 
Chapter 12 
 
Margaret Cullingworth Cory of Devon: Holsworthy, 
Rattery & Clawton: Cornwall: Marhamchurch and 
North Tamerton & New South Wales  (1996, private 
circulation) on the antecedents of John Cory, 1772-1855 
(The English Corys AN/4)  
 
Rosamund Champ The Cory Family of Tresparrett & 
Jersey (2000, private circulation) supplementing The 
English Corys 75-7 and Table 13. 
 
There are of course in addition various other pieces of 
new but unpublished information.  For two examples 
among several that could be cited, the parents of 
Nicholas Cory d 1670 at Stratton (Table F1) appear to 
have been John Cory and Sarah Crossman, while the 
Kent Corys (Table B2) are now known to be connected 
to the Northamptonshire Corys (Table C1). 
 
 

~~~~~~~ooooo~~~~~~~ 
 

 
Art Cory of the Cory Family Society of America has e-
mailed me with information on their proposed DNA 
trials. As testing is costly, they have been advised to 
begin their programme by testing only those who have 
proven male lines.   Art says “I have been assured that 
DNA analysis is, in fact, a reliable way of identifying a 
relationship between individuals and family lines.  It 
occurred to me that DNA must undergo some mutations 
from generation to generation, otherwise tests would 
indicate common ancestors for all humans. In answer to 
my question concerning the number of generations for 
which a DNA analysis would provide reliable evidence of 
common ancestry, Diahan [their research company’s 
adviser] stated that she had successfully demonstrated 
common ancestry in lines that had been separated for 20 
generations, confirming information I received from 
other sources.  She said family lines that may have 
separated for only 12-13 generations, as for the case of 
the William and John Cory lines, should present no 
problem.”  
 
 

Mark Hassall wrote about our first attempt in Newsletter  
No.22 when 3 of our Cory males were tested but none of 
our volunteers matched. We are considering the best way 
forward but meanwhile wish the American Corys better 
luck!  
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Archivist Michael R. Cory, (ex-officio),  
Editor and Webmaster Margaret Goffin,  
  
Others:  
Co-ordinators 
-Devon/Cornwall/S.Wales  Ida Birch,  
-Norfolk David Bedford Groom,  
-Northants Marilyn Cory,  
-Australia Pam Cory,  
Membership Secretary Rosemary Gitsham,  

 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

I write this as December approaches and another 
Newsletter nears completion. 2001 has flashed by and 
the committee has already begun planning for 2002.  We 
all seem to have such full lives now and the members of 
our committee have all had their share of changes, due to 
new arrivals, house moves, career changes, new 
romances, hospitalisation and bereavement.  

We have also had changes in the committee and a 
new auditor. Apologies for the delay on the Society’s 
Financial Statement which is usually circulated with the 
August newsletter. The Committee held it over to our 
November meeting. We are grateful to Bill Cory for 
being our Treasurer despite ongoing consultative work 
commitments which take him abroad frequently. 

Best wishes for a speedy recovery to David Bedford 
Groom who had a nasty fall in October and ended up in 
hospital. But on a happier note, congratulations are sent 
too.  David is getting married next year to his sister-in-
law Anne Tucker who some of us met at the V & A. It 
was nice to see you both happy again after last year’s 
sorrow. 

Ever grateful for suggestions for the Newsletter, I 
must apologise to Kate Pearce who contacted me about 
her friend Eve Turner’s visit to Southwold.  Eve was 
travelling to Suffolk to meet the person who is writing a 
book about the Alfred Corry Lifeboat.  Kate suggested 
that I contact him and try to meet up with them both one 
evening.   That meeting was in the same week as the 
horrific tragedy of  September 11th and I confess that I, 
probably like the rest of the world, was too caught up in 
the events displayed on my television screen to stray too 
far from home. However, I have since found a picture of 
the Alfred Corry in a book about Southwold which 
shows the lifeboat decorated with flags for a regatta.  I 
also found a website about Southwold which includes 
pictures of the Alfred Corry being restored. Web 
address : http://www.007a.freeserve.co.uk/southwold/
Alfred-Corry. 
 

ENQUIRIES BY POST OR E MAIL:  David Heard of 
Congleton Cheshire descends from Daniel Cory of 
Frithelstock’s wife, also related to Holsworthy Corys. 
Catherine Lorrigan re Richard and Margretta Cory of 
Delabole, researching emigrants from Delabole.Trees 11 & 15 
John Osborne of Holsworthy Beacon, near 
Holsworthy tracing Osbornes - John Osborne m Mary Cory. 

Marjorie (Cory) Colwill met her 2nd cousin Jean Hayes 
at Milton Damerel Historical Day. Tree  Pyworthy Line Tree K. 
Libby (Gilbert) Ashmore of Derbyshire Henry Cory/
Francis Cory (1853) Leic/Catherine Cory m Hezekiah Gilbert 
in Rugby English Corys Table B1 

 

BIRTHS: Benjamin George Hayes born 14th Sept 
2001 to parents Simon & Nicola Hayes, grandparents are 
Jean & David Hayes. 
Brooke Ashleigh Nolan, born on 1st Sept 2001 the 
daughter of Yvette and Shane.  A new addition for our 
Australian co-ordinator Pam Cory’s family tree and also a 
MARRIAGE:  John Cory son of  Don and Pam Cory 
married Sonia Rita Littleboy on 23rd October 2001. 
Ida and Peter Birch have been to Mexico for the church 
marriage ceremony of their elder son Paul James Birch 
and Juliana Peralta-Alfani on the 10th November  
2001. 
DEATH:  Clifford Owen Cory of Plympton on 3rd 
July after a long illness.   His widow, Mrs Stephanie C. 
Cory, wrote advising Margaret Cullingworth in October.  
Margaret sent our condolences.  
NEW MEMBERS: Kenneth Burrell Corey,  South 
Side, Butterknowle, Bishop Auckland, C. Durham, 
Norfolk Corys Table A29 
 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL: December is an expensive 
time with so much extra mail coming through our doors 
too and amongst it will be a form for renewing your 
membership to the Society.  Please spare a thought for 
our membership secretary, Rosemary Gitsham, and make 
her job easier by sending your cheque to rejoin promptly. 
The Society needs you! 
 

EVENTS: The committee is planning events for 2002. 
Details have not been finalised but possible dates for 
your diary are below. Further information will be 
published in the March issue. 
JUNE AGM:  1st choice, Sat 22nd, 2nd choice Sat 15th - 
depending on availability of speaker. 
CORY WEEKEND: will be in Kent, either on 21/22nd 
September (1st choice) or 14/15th September. 


