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ARTHUR ERNEST CORY
of Harpole, Northamptonshire

A survivor of the Battle of Ypres in Belgium in
the Great War, he was a batman to Lieutenant
Tuck of the Suffolk Regiment and for his services
to him received an engraved silver teapot now in
the possession of his eldest son Frederick.

He had been sent to the Suffolk Regiment because
they had recently suffered great losses and were
drafting in new recruits from anywhere in the
country. He was fortunate not to be drafted to the
Northampton Regiment as they later lost many
men during the Battle of the Somme.

Born 16 April 1891, Arthur Emest, known as
‘Ern’, was the eldest of five children, the only one
to have sons (three) to carry on the Cory name

After the war he worked at the local Co-op In
Harpole as a slaughterman and in his spare time he
did outwork for the local shoe factories making
football boots. In 1925 he went to work for
Lewis's, a shoe factory in Northampton. Never




idle, in his spare time he was a barber to the village men, kept about 100 hens, selling the eggs to the local Egg Marketing
Board who collected every day, sold garden produce to the villagers, and sang in the choir of the Baptist Chapel of which he

was an avid member

In 1955 he had a bad car accident, in which his only daughter Nellie was killed, from which he never fully recovered. He died
in 1957, His descendants were three sons, four granddaughters, one grandson, three great-grandsons, and two grand-daughters

Marilyn Cory (wife of Colin) and Brenda Miller of Harpole and Duston respectively

DAME JANE ANNE GORDON CORY’S BEQUESTS
Part2 Lace Shawls and Textiles to the Victoria and Albert Museum, South Kensington, London

All my di 1 or ts jewellery and trinkets and a
very small jewelled fan and all my lace shawls and textiles
also One hundred pounds to be applied for use in its
discretion in connection with the preservation display or
giving publicity to such articles which are to be retained
in one collection. If this bequest as a whole is refused by
the Victoria and Albert M South Kensington the
bequest is to be offered to a Museum in Ottawa Canada.

As you will see from the above excerpt from Lady Cory's
will of 22 Nov 1945, the jewellery bequest - covered in the
last newsletter - was linked with her laces shawls and
textiles. The V & A's enthusiasm for the jewellery,
however, was in stark contrast to their lack of it for the
textiles - mainly machine lace - which would have been
refused had the two collections not been linked Fourteen
items - all 19th century fans - were accessioned in 1952 but
what happened to the remainder? Nothing, until 1989 when
Santina Levey, the Keeper of the Department, reassessed the
collection and 38 more pieces were accessioned, machine
lace having greater significance by that time. Mainly 19th
century from England, Ireland, Belgium, France and Austria,
the oldest piece is a Flemish veil dating from 1800-1805

How fortunate we are that Clifford Cory's cousin Theodore
Cory married the authoress Winifred Graham for in her book
Observations Casual & Intimate she related visits to Sir
Clifford in London and Monmouthshire and to Lady Cory
thus giving us an fascinating insight into their lives,
otherwise unavailable to us, and revealed that Jane was
known to friends as Annie:

“..... After she and Clifford had a legal separation, she
lived with Lord and Lady Carew, the latter being her
devoted sister. It was a great blow to Annie when
Lady Carew died, for the sisters were inseparable and
did everything together, including many week-end
visits to friends.

Clifford’s widow lives at 28 Belgrave Square and
contemplates reviving her famous musical parties.
Before the war she was one of the best known
hostesses in London. If Kreisler, in whose honour she
frequently gave lavish entertainments, retumns to
London she will certainly bid him to her hospitable
board to meet the well-known people who graced her
parties in the past. She and Kreisler are the greatest
friends and | believe hers was the only private house
in London at which he ever consented to play.

After six years of war spent in the country, it seems
like a little bit of old London to see this Victorian
hostess established again in the familiar home, and |
am told hers is one of the few large houses in
Belgravia occupied at the present time by a private
resident.

It is appalling to think of the masses of boxes which
had to be unpacked when she re-opened the famillar
premises. Personally | am all for space, crowded
treasures however beauliful lose some of their
enchantment for me when they testify to their owner's
love of collecting. | was never a collector because |
have a natural antipathy to accumulation. Theodore
shares these views. He says he loves the dignity of
space which helps to display to advantage a few
choice pieces. He infinitely prefers this to having a
mass of exhibits which are lost when crowded
together.

It is lucky we don't all think alike, or people who visit
Annie Cory’s storehouse of treasures would have lost
a real treat. | prefer to see these things than to live
with them and to be shown over her domain is like
visiting a museum.

(Two paragraphs to appear in the next issue.)

One cannot speak of Annie's collection of striking
exhibits without mentioning her love for relics of Queen
Victoria.  From girlhood, when the young Miss
Lethbridge, who later married our cousin, was
presented at Queen Victoria’s Court, the Queen
Empress became her idol. Among the many
curiosities in the Belgrave Square house, | think the
most treasured of all is the Queen's heavy black moiré
dress, edged with crepe. Old lace and silk stockings
wormn by the same royal owner are other souvenirs
owned by Lady Cory."

So, did any of these items of clothing form part of the
bequest in the will of Lady Cory or does lack of a special
mention indicate that she disposed of them before she drew
up her will? None of the pieces are given that provenance
but An overskirt, part embroidered, 1860s. English, from a
court dress makes one wonder!
i lda Birch, Cuffley

Dame Jane Anne Gordon Cory's will
Observations Casual & Intimate by Winifred Graham
Correspondence with the Textiles and Dress Dept, V & A
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Welcome to members of the Cory Society at the AGM, | May 1999

by chairman, Mark William Cory Hassall

1T's ALL IN THE GENES

Our physical characteristics are controlled by the
‘genetic blue print’ we inherit from our ancestors.
Don't ask me about the details of all this - what, for
example is the difference between a ‘gene’ and a
‘chromosome’ - but we can take it as read that
geneticists can tell some extraordinary things.
Remember the case of Adrian Targett the west
country history school teacher? He was shown to
have 9,000-year-old long line of descent from
palaeolithic Cheddar Man, or, to be more accurate,
Cheddar Man's mother, because the particular form
of DNA that demonstrates the connection passes
through females (see Larry Barham, Philip Priestly
and Adrian Targett /n Search of Cheddar Man,
Tempus, 1999 £9.99). Such a descent is not of
concern to members of 'one name societies' like ours,
because we represent people with a common
surname, and surnames are sirenames', or
patronymics which reflect a male line descent.
However in the human genetic make up, there is one
chromosome, the 'Y' chromosome, which is unique
in that it is carried by males only. What is more it is
very distinctive. The 'Y' chromosomes of both
myself and my brothers will be almost identical to
those of our father. And yet with each generation the
chromosomes mutate slightly,.  Two cousins
connected in the male line with a common ancestor
two hundred years ago will have 'Y' Chromosomes
more closely similar than male line cousins who had
a common ancestor living in, say, the twelfth
century.

I was unaware of all this until one of my students,
Matt Scars, told me about some research he was
doing in conjunction with someone called Mark
Thomas in the Centre for Genetic Anthropology at
University College. Mark and his colleagues had
already proved the theory of Dr Tudor Parfitt that the
Lemba, a black African tribe, really were, as they
claimed, ‘one of the lost tribes of Israel’ (Tudor

) Etymologically, however, the sur in surname has nothing
to do with sire . It comes, through the Norman French sur,
from the Latin super, ‘above’ of ‘extra’ and so surmame
simply means a name used over and above the given
Christian name. In most European countries surnames
reflect patrilinear d , though, matrilinear
sumames were used

Parfitt Journey to the Vanished City, Phoenix 1999
£7.99). Matt Sears was going to undertake similar
research in this country.

It is a common place with all family historians that
populations in the British isles were pretty static until
the nineteenth century and the great growth of towns
brought about by the industrial revolution. Only one
of the families of my eight great grandparents were
truly Londoners, but in the course of the nineteenth
century all the other seven came to London even
though they didn’t always stay there. Before this
migration they had lived in different regions in
country arcas - my Corys in north Cornwall, my
Hassalls in Cheshire - and had lived there in each
case from the middle ages and no doubt generations
before that. But were my Corys or should I say your
Corys (because I am not descended from the Corys
in the male line) surviving Celtic stock as seemed
likely, and were my Hassalls, living as they did on a
frontier area between England and Wales, Saxons or
Celts? This was the sort of question that Matt
intended to answer. He has embarked on taking
samples, or using the information where it already
exists from medical records, in a transect across
England from East Anglia where one might expect a
high proportion of ‘Saxon’ Y chromosomes to
Cornwall where one might expect a high proportion
of ‘Celtic’ ones. He would thus be able to quantify -
at least as far as males were concerned - the question
of Celtic survival in different parts of the country.

Last November Matt took a swab sample from inside
my mouth so that he could get my Y chromosomes
analysed. [ had to wait till the Ist April () for the
results, Not much good I'm afraid, though there was
a close match between my Y chromosome and that
of someone (an anonymous someone because the
information came from medical records) from across
the Cheshire border in Derbyshire, Still, once a big
enough data base is established, I should be able to
tell whether the Hassalls are Celts or Saxons. Matt’s
own Y chromosome sample when analysed came up
with an amazing result: he was descended in the male
line from Tartars!! What a saga there must be behind
that - Hunnish hordes pillaging - and yes, raping - as
they rode westwards to batter the crumbling defences
of the Roman Empire; some tow haired Visigothic
girl, perhaps, giving birth to a baby boy with high
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